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THE -FAIRY FOX.

1 think wc bave aIl of us, whetber we are sa aid as te
bave forgotten it, or so young as to remember it very
well, passed tbrougb a'time when se elieved in fairnes.
But as we get aider, fair>' atories loac their interest for
us, and wben we learo that our bread and butter and
aIl the other picasant things oflife corne onîy by work-
ing for them, and net b>' the kindness 'of fairnes-or
such delightful little creauÛres as Palmer Caxos brownies
-thes ive bace faitb n tbern aiîogether and become
quite too sober or matter-ol-fact. And this is where
you.and i are very different frai a Chinansan ;be-
cause, noinatterhow bard a Chinaman bas to rake and
lice and grub fodi bis dail>' bread, bis faith i0 the fainies
neyer leaves him. If you see an aid Chinese gentleman
with large spectacles, and a face so grave that it malces
you quite chiliy even to laok at hina, you scould never
think that be would lentel clown-and pra>' to a fairy,
that any saal boy ai home could tell bim was ail moo-
shine. And yet hc will, and do more than this toc, if
be is'ose ai the common people.

1 really wish that the Chinese fainies were more like
these sanie brownies that you ail know se wel-always
wcaiîsg a smibe or a grin, and brimming over witb
gond-bumor and heipfulness. But il you were te guss
from now til1 night-time what sont of faires the>' are
that nearl>' ail the comman people of Tientsin believe
in ;mi worsbîp, i anm sure you wouid sot g-ss rightly;
they arc the "Fait-y Farnil>'," tbe fox, snake, bedgchog
weasel, and rat. Not the kind with gossarner wisgs,
you sec, or in the shape of littie men and wanscn, but
ver>' ugiy creatures that niost of us do n101 C5'C care t0

loik at. And the people's belief in tbem is n rit ai ail a
osake-believe kind of faith, but-a worship in dswsright
carneat. Vos seul fiod sbrines for ther n nmasy liouses.

When I vins in Mongolia iast sommier, 1 was looking
at one ol the large towers of the Great Wall, and trying
t0 find out how we could clijîb op to the top. On oce
side of it, in the stosework around its base, there sl a
small,hole just large enc.ugh for a mas t0 craisivi lotsn
bis banda and koces; tbis ran rîgbî into the tswcr,
into pitch daritocos. Wc crawled on. Ibere wasa
littie tunnel inside, witb a square hole at one eod of it
leading up to the top of the toiser ;but the tunnel itseif
was vet-y dark and diri>' and just the place for a ocast's
den, for it was far from asy bouses, and there are
fuxes and wolves-io Mongolia ivhich would be glad of
such a hiclbng place. As svc crawled ouI XVC notîced
pieces of paper pasted on the stape svith characters
written os them. Wbat do you iuink îlîey said ? Th at
wretcbed little Isole had biec. dedîicated as a borne of
the fair>' fox, and these pîcces ni paper, îciîb sentences
of prayer or prairie on thentl, il id Ieeti brought by %vor-
shippers and piscd ablout theo door -of titis cuntous

temple. Sorne one had probablv scen a fox take refuge
there, and jumped te the conclusion that it %vas the rTçd
.fairy fox and that he must bc vorshipped.

Ancient philosopiters sa>' that the fox" ai the age of
fifty can takc the, ferro of a ivoman ;at one hundred'
can become a youtig girl or a scizard, if he chîîoses
that at one th,,usand lie is admitted to the lieavens-
and becomes the ', celesiial fox." The common people
tbough. say that bie only bas to practice certain occuir
arts for six hundred fairy ycars, which are only eighty,
of sur vears, and then he is iminortal and can change
bis shape as ho pleases.

A ycar or twn ago, in the city of Tung-cho, a mas
saw, or pretended te sec, a fairy fox take refuge in a
ho'le ip the city wal. The ncws sprcad quickly, and,
people began tw corne irom aIl quarters ta offer worship-
at the hole in the bricksvork aod pray for ishat they
wanted nost. As olffrings flowed in, a little temple
was butit agais the eide of tbe wali and hdre buit-

dieds burned thieir inesnce and besougbt the fairy fox
tw be merciful t0 thern and bclp tbem. Same thougbî
thai tbe powerful fairs heard tbei r prayers and sent ams
ansver. These brouglit sbrips sfcloth witb short sen-
tences of praise or sf thanksgiving written on tbem,
and hung tlhemi on the ,-ail above tise sbrine. One of
these, wbirh ysu often sec on idol sbrines, bas the
words "Ask and it shaîl be gises ;" another calis the
the fox Preserver ofafi lf "; and sorte refier te him

as enlightening or sa'viog ail mes. lndeed, h 'e is con-
stantl>' wurking miracles of healing or help, so the
people beieve. and the worship of many a gorgeoss
dol in tbe temple is neglecied for that of tbe gùd-fsx.

If you svere ts go lno bis temple, here in Tientsin
you wsuld not sec any image of tbc fox liimself, but
only one of a solemn Chinese mandarin, ,sith h;s wjfe,
Mrs. Fox, sitting Isy hi, stdc, and a nutober of snsal;
boys and girls about theni-the little foxes. t is sot
considered rcspectful te make a picture or an image of
brni as an animal, so lieapprars aiways as a grave old
gentleman, very unlike the sly slculking creature that
ysu and 1 have aîsvays tltought a fox se be. 'sos couid
ocrer tell, ifyou were to go loto a Chinese temple, sett
the i lois wcrc nseant to represent, ticether animais or

n or lire or thunder or mnoy or ldssg life, or ivhat
cisc. For example, the tbunder.spirit is a vcr>' un-
arnîable-looking old patrnarch, wibls mallet and chisel in
hîs b-tnd and a chsbby attendant on cibcr sîde.

There is oni>' room here ta say îsvo things more.
Pirst, do vou live sn Ne- g.ngland ? If ysu do, then
1 thInk the fairy fox uscd to be %vorshîppcd, inuch as the
Chinese worslîîp bim, by the ver>' people. vho once
liîvd thtre berore you,-that is, the Inclines. The
pl'grirn fathers could hie told you about it verv wciil,
antI john Eliog, £~ho ,as 1h,' great missienary ta our
owsn Msassachuc(tS Indianis,.%sau sa imach of this connous.


