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For the CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN: .
In the rapid march of events that
oharacterizes the last thrtee decades,
therearefow persons who canrecall the
vontest short, sherpand bitter, which
grew out of the establishment of the
present Grand Liodge of Canada. As
I may say with Virgils hero, I was
a part cf it,” go far as being in the
confidence of the leaders, and as thera
ara few of my contemporaries of thab
pariod now upon the Magonic stage of
ackion, I propose to make up the firss
of may monthly series for the-Canapian
Crmarrsuay, from personal memories of
thatevent. Iwillnot take the trouble
of overhauling the doouments, but
drgw from recollection. This mey
lead to & few inacouracies, but upon
the whole my memory retzins qauite
tangciously the events of thirty years
ago, bétter indead than thoss of more
recant date, ‘ 4
. Yo gannof bo denied by ony intelli-
gonb regder of Masonic history that
the-course of the United Grand Liodge
of Bogland toward her colonial Jodges
=t tho peried named, wes harsh, cold,
endunfratornal, Neglestwasthe bost
thet could ba said of it; but tyranuy
wwes the word most commonly uged by
thae brethren placed iu the dependant
position zeferred to. Among the

plees for independence made by Wil-
son end his adherents 1854 to 1858
were, refusal to snpply them vith
certificates even when the money had
been seni to Liondon, intolerable de«
lays in correspondence, contempt-
uous silence at theix complaints, eta;
The brethren in London were under
the control, not-so mugh of the Grand
Master or Deputy Grand Master a3
the-Grand Secratary, su aged hrother,
infirm, negligent, if not incompatent,
who had long enjoyed the emolu-
ments of the office, and in common
with the Rnglish Masons of that day
held foreign Masonry in little respect.
It was the day of Grand Seoretaryism
evenin this country, the phenomenon
being presented in many of our Graund
Lodges of an officer elected to bs
merely & salaried clerk, yet assuming
end holding firmly all ths reins of °
government, controlling the finances,
appointing the committess; and eleot.
ing the officers even the highest. A
eurions hietory coul& be written under
the caption of Grand Secretaryism.
Freemasonry in Canada, especially
Upper Canads, wos affected largely
by the independend spirit of Amexiosn
Ms=sonry. A considerakle praportion
of the membership of the lodgas was
made in the adjacent States of New



