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{The Skinner System of lrrigation as Used

B8\ inningstadt, Early Express and Glory
BB ISukhuizen are good varicties.
B Corn should not be planted until the

Bl is warm as the seed is apt to perish

*% Several Places in Essex County, Ont.
—=Photo by W. E. J. Edwards, BS.A.

if the season is backward and wet. 1
have fried several varicties and  have
found the Malakoff and Squaw to be the
most suitable for the west.

Irrigation and Its Practical Results

NE of the most practical and in-
structive addresses delivered at the
: convention of the Ontario Vege-
B:ble Growers' Association in Toronto
Bt November was that of J. J. Davis,

BB [.ondon, Ont.

B “‘In the course of a year,” said Mr.
avis, ‘‘we have a great variety of wea-
er. 1 have never scen o scason in
hich there have not been periods that
could usc water very profitably. Of
urse, there is a great difference in sea-
ns.  Sometimes we get very nearly as
buch min as we want, but at other times
hot nearly a sufficient supply.

“Qur business is in onc way a great
jeal more favored than that of some
thers.  For instance, the milkman must
ol introduce water into his business,
nd there are men behind prison bars

Iav for sclling watered stock.  But
‘o can introduce water into our business

@od zct a premium for doing so.

* The first time I started watering was
n a fine patch of pickling cucumbers.

B was a very dry season, and 1 was
reding money. 1 had a well sixty fect
eep. and 1 pumped the water by hand,
aised 11 inta a barrel, and drew it to the
vewmber pateh. 1 got fifty feet of hose
am it aver something clse growing in
e wame patch. Athough this was a
en crude system the results were so
wxd it 3t apened my cyes to the value
[ water, and 1 bcxz-m to turn my at-
AN to a betler system.

“1 et 3 windmill and tanks and did
ame watering that way,  Mter that 1
ueeh oied n m\'o]xm engine. ¥ laid
P o through the flelds, and when
Mer was wanted 1 would start the

engine and attach hose to the piping.
That worked pretty well. One can sup-
ply a Jot of water in a day with (hat kind
of an outht. The trouble, however, was
that it took a great deal of time to apply
the water.

“A ncighbor of minc had seen the
Skinner system in operation, and we got
our heads together and came to the con-
clusion that the Skinner system was
about the thing we needed.  The advan-
tage that this system has over any other
that I have ever tried is that it applics
the water ijtsell. The system is direct
lines of pipe and the water is applied
with pressure from an engine.  All you
have to do is to start the cngine, and
by simply sending a boy; to oil the pump
it will run half a day without being
loked at.

“With the old system of \thcnng i
found that as long as there was a cloud
in the sky a person would put off water-
ing in the hope that rain would come.
In a dry period cvery «ay that the crop
is going without water a certain amount
is lost. It takes so little time to start
the Skinner svstem onc does not depend
on the rain.”

Mr. Davis strongly adviscd any mem-
ber who was starting to irrigate 10 start
on alarge cnough scale. I 2 small plant
is put in on the start onc cannot add to
it, but has to start right at the begin-
ning again, for usless you have sulli-
vient power it will not operate more than
a et amount of piping.

.\ man who has never had any ex-
pericnee,”” continued Mr. Davis, *‘has
no tdea how much water it takes to water
a small piece of ground. Somec soils wilf
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take a great deal more than others. With
the outfit that 1 have 1 can apply about
two thousand seven hundred gallons an
hour. There is practically no water wast-
ed, and on aceount of having plenty of
water 1 very rarely have a poor crop.
If it wasn’t for the water I would go out
of the gardening business and find some-
thing more profituble.””

Mr. Davis was asked if he had found
it necessary o put in more drains since
using this system.  Mr. Danis replied
that he had not. The idea is not to fill
the soil full of water, but just to keep
things in good growing condition.

Mr. J. Lockic Wilson asked what was
the cost of Mr. Davis’ outfit and how
much land he could irrigate.

Mr. Davis replied that as near as he
could figure it out, the full equipment
had cost him about one thousand dol-
Jars, and that he had about four acres
of garden.

Another member asked what width
apart the pipes were paced and how often
they had to be turned when watering.
The pipes were fifty feet apart, Mr.
Davis saidand a handle was arranged on
the pipe so thai once conld turn it onc
way and it would throw water for twenty-
five feet, then gradually keep turning it
until a <pace of fifty fect was watered
with onc pipe.

The question was asked, ‘‘\Vhat time
of day is best to water?” to which Mr.
Davis replied that he considered four
o’clock in the aficrnoon the most satis-
factory. A member remarked that a
neighbor of his tricd watering in the
morning and cvening and found that
the crop that was watered in the evening
was nearly <ixty per ceat. better.  This,
AMr. Davis «aid, was casily cxplained,
as the water applied in the evening would
have all night to cvaporate.

‘“What pressure do you use?™ was an-
other question.  Mr. Davis replicd that
he had a five horsc-power engine which
he runs for all it is worth. Onc can run
it with teir pound pressure or a seventy
or cighty pound pressure.

Before leaving the phtl'orm Mr. Davis
was asked if he was in the habit of keep-
ing an account of his reccipts and ox-
pensces for ciach year, to which Mr. Davis
replied: **The anly bHook 1 have around
my house is 3 bank book. It tells me
at the end of the year how much monev
1 have.”

We should rotate cabbageand potatoes
because these arc the most exhaustive
crops we grow. A ton of potatacs con-
tains about twelve pounds of potash,
four pounds of suiphuric acid, four
pounds of phosphoric  acid, :md onc
pound of magnexia. We may replace
these substances by abundant manuring.
but if we follow « well-planned rotation
the amount of manurc required will be
greatly reduced.



