
l0 T14E INSTRUCTOR.

modern machinery, as for you to succeed in farming without watching
carefully for eVery improvement.

As the successful farmer must be a progressive one, allow me to sug.
gest a few topics for your future consideration ; and amoug these is

THE THOROttGl PULVERIZATION OF 'M'HE S01o.
For several years past it has occured to me that sufficient attention

has not generally been paid by farmers to a thorough preparation of
the ground for a crop. The mere question of deep or shallov plough-
ing is not enough. The gardener who rums bis spade through the soil,
and merely turns it over, well knows that his more delicate vegetables
would never thrive there, so he carefully pulverizes every clod. The
fibrous root of plants will penetrate clods; they will wind around them,
the same as aronnd a stone.

Farmers have within a few years made great improvements in
ploughing, but not enough in. harrpwing. We need yet a new harrow,
one that shall combine the principles of the ofd fashioned instrumentthe
English ot Scotch. grubber, and the cultivator; one thatshall complete-
ly divide the surface of the soil, rendering it light and easy to work.
On y our sandy lands this they not be so necessary; 'but I submit it to
the good sense of you, gentleran farmers, if you wôufd not find your
hoeing much easier, and yourcrop much improved, by thoroughly har-
roving or cultivating your strong uplaud, and clayey poils. The finer
your soil, as a general rule, the more fibrous the roots of your plant,
and the, more fibrous these are, the more thriving the plant iiself. Far-
mers are genara'lly ready to adopt an improvement, when convinced of
its truth. I know of tio better method to contince them ot the pnci-
ple.he<e advanced, than to ask them to put iv practide in' their ieids,
what they know tg be necessairy in the gardert.

It is trop that the time df the farmer i6 picui' i seed fime in this
elimate; but if the ground be sufficiently dry, the fatmer who will spend
as much time as he can possibly spare in, acareful puiverization of
the soi], will flnd himself amply rewarded.

Seed placed in the giound needs light and'air to vegetate and thrive,
and if thesoiI be sufficientlyloose,.it will,àbsôrb air and tha gauses in ahun-
dance. Did you ever notice hov loath that hill of potatoes was to corne
up that you covered up with a coating'of clay mortar ? • How sickly it
looked, artd ashamed to be seen by its neighbors ? • The air could not
reach it. Dc, you.remerhber how much better those cabbages and eu
cunibers looked wher you stirred the soil around thern ?

A highly successiul farmer ii this Sdte tells us that he makes use
-of the grubber aftee plowing, by.ývhich he cléars the soil of weeds, and
carries bis culti.yption so r, that'he ddtWs'not find it; iireessiiy to do
;mdrt-hI potatoes .between, ln tiiig d digging than-to run hi's
·double mouldboard plow thiSugthet;" d'h always secures a good
crop by this ioje of cul,tivakioh.' EtYt th6ie ,stiäotheripÔint.


