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II. NEWFOUNDLAND'.
t een the Old

NE* WFdUNDLAND is, as it were, a stýppine sfone be w
woridandtheNew. Atits.souili-westernextremityitappracheswithiu,50.
miles of the isl-ind of Cape Breton, while its.most easteriý projecqon is liât. x64o mi lés .distant frorn Ireland. Its. population in ISSi miàs 161,34. and
its area , was estimated at 4zO OÔ square miles; but, strange--as it seems, up !0
the present time the interior L; almost unknowù,'while the mere existence of
certain splendid fertile vàlleys in.portions of the'island has only. been dis-

covered in quite recent times.' The.appearance of the -coast is rocky" and
forbidding, but t4ere are a great number -of deep bays and fioi ' ds -containi.rig100 mi.Zs, while the
agnificent harboùrs, and- piercing thé land for 8o or

sides -present-varied scen6-of'bëaut'y, sùch as -are iar surpassed in z the
world's most fa1ýoured lands. The 'effect of. these inlets is to give -the island
the enorinous co:istýl ine, compared to its arça, of more than 2oocililes. ' The
loftiesi range of * mountains, the Long- Rangeï,» hai'a few summiteà "more than

i(M'feet, but. the elevations of the island. rarely exceed 1566 feet. Lakeï, are
very numerous. .The mines are very *valùable, and Newfoundland nowianks

'as the sixth copper-producing country in the viorld. Lead, mines have also,
been discovered and worked. There is good reasoný for beliëving thât- g-ild
and coal will yet be found.
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iI1«,peý5 ICE.

It is bélieved on gocid grounds of inférence, bui absolutely without positive
evîdence, that the south poji is covezed with a great cap of ice, and some'
physiogra'hers bave gone so, far as to assert its thickness as po six miles
at the centre. But as to -the ice -of the north ýole, thanks to the efforts* to
discover a north-west passage which* showed us the' breach in the wall of the'
'polar fortress, we know, very much.more.

Sir Edward Belcher enébuntered ice io6 fée; thiék drifting into and ground-
ing on thè shoi res. of Wellington Channel. . It was in . Banks Strait that 'Sir
Ed.ward Parry was finally stopped bý the great undulating floes,. reaching 102

feet in thickness, that fie tells us -he had never. seen in Baffin's Seit or in the
land-locked channels he had left- -behind him, but which filled the whole sea

before him. . Such- oei- are the edge of a pa:cý which we may conjecture
extends uninterruptedly from shore to shore of the. Polar Sea.

IV.- ICEBERGS.

Icebergs are inasses of ice rising , to a great height above the- level ofthe.
sea presenting a -i»gular variety in form -and appearance. They are

masses broke'n off from glaciers, or from barrier lines of ice-cliff, and owe
*Lheir origin to ibe circunistance cd, glaciers being in a continuai. state of


