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birth; ni-orrls of iiiipossiMf m.'iM-ia^rs wniiM hr frfily

.idviTtisi'd fnr, with ttiii|ilinj,' sitj;);i>tiniis of jKi-imiary

!VC(>m|nnso tn thi" lucky disiovinr. Kisoarch wnuld be
stimulattd in parish cKrks; al'tidavit^ vvniild bi- sworti to

with ihariiiiiij^- nikK'ssiu'ss; rival iMaiiiiatits would cnin-
uiit unbliisliinj^r ;,iii.rj5:.tivi' piTJurirs on tlu'ir own aci-ninit,

wifli frank (hsrc^^ard of i-niiiiiioii pmhabiHty. It woidd
raiu fiis. Tlu' rstato wouM dissolve itsilf bodily bv slow
(Kj^'^ri'fs iti a (|ua>4iniri' of cxpiiist's. Aud all f«»r thi- bonc-
fil of thi" ^(»od attorm-ys! Tlu- family lawwr. iu tho char-
acter of I )atiar- for tliis (»ccasi<Mi <»idy. and without prrju-

(licc—would hold out his hands to catch tlu- j^^ohUn sliow-

cT. A K-arnrd profi-ssion would no doubt profit in the

end to a distinct ain«»uut by the late Mr. Massinj^cr's

tduchiuj^ disn^-ard of testamentary provision for his uu-
kuowu relations.

Alas for the prospects of the learned ^-eutleiueii! The
(|UL.^tion of inheritance proved itself iu the end far ea-^ier

and less couiplex than the family attorney in his profes-

sional zeal had at lirst anticipated. I'A'erythinj.j unraveled
itsi'lf with disj.^ustiui,'' simplicity. Tlie estate mi^ht almost

as well have been unencumbered. The late Mrs. Massiu-

^er had left no will, and the |)roperty had therefore de-

volved direct by common law ui)»>u her survivint,'" hus-

band. This was awkward. If only now. any j^Taiu of

doubt had existed in any way as to the fact that the late

Mrs. MassiuR-er had predeceased her unfortunate husband,

lep^al acumen niitj^ht doubtless have su,L,''^ested innumerable

grounds of action f(»r impossible claimants on either side

of the two families. I'ut unhapi)ily for the exercise of

lepfal acumen, the case as it stood was all most horribly

plain sailinjiT. Tluj^^h Massitig'er, Ksquire. having inherited

in due course from his deceased wife, the estate nnist go
in the first place to Hugh Massinger himself, in person.

And Hugh Massinger himself having died intestate, it

must go in the next place to Hugh Massinger's nearest

representative. True, there still remained the agreeable

and exciting research for the missing heir-at-law; btit the

pursuit of hunting up the heir-at-law to a given known
indisputable possessor is as nothing in the eyes of a keen

sportsman compared with the Homeric joy of battle in-


