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Sir Robert Hart

+he Chinese Customs

tember zoth at Great

death there passes from th

most picturesque figures: .
a man whose rémarkable talents

ity could not have failed ‘to bri ‘dflstin)ction,

in any work or environment of life, and who, #

by virtue of the uniqu& background in ‘which
his career was set, attained at a comparatively
early age to world-wide fame:  The name of
Robert ‘Hart was a househeld word in China
before the was 30 years ‘of age; it grew in
prestige with the marvellous’organizatien of
the Chinese Customs Service of which:he was
for so long the distinguished head, and it_ﬁg in-

¢d naturally in importance  from the. crises .

through which China ‘passed during .his ‘ad-
ministration of her revenues, crises in the set-
tlement of which his personal influencé and
exceptional knowledge saved the Manchus and

the Chinese Empire from the consequences of

the folly of the Mandarin. %)

Born on February 2oth, 1835, in the North
or Ireland, he graduated at Queen’s College;
Belfast in 1853, and he went out to-Cigina in
the following year, as a student. interpreter in
the Consular Service. Employed as secretary
to the allied commanders during the Anglo-
French occupation of Canton in-1858, he was
appointed in 1859 Inspector of Customs:in that
city. = This was his first connection gwith the

service he was ultimately to be connected with |

in al his work in :China. e 4
His Work in China . .

When young Hart first went out o China
in 1854 the Southern and Central® Provinces
were the scene of a great: popular upheaval,
the Taiping Rebellion. The Taipings had in
that very year swept down the wvalley of the
Yang-tze and seized the native city at Shan-
ghai, compelling the Chinese Superintendent
of Customs to close his office. ~ The Eiuropean
settlement held its own, and two months later
the ‘Shanghai custom-house was reopened in
the settlement for the collection of Imperial
revenue under the joint inspectorate of .the
three Treaty Powers, then in relation with the
provincial authorities—Great® Britain, “the
United States, and France. ’

This was the origin of the great organiza-
tion which Sir Robert Hart' was destined to
govern for so many years and which he first:
represented at Canton.

In 1861 Prince Kung, the President of the
Tsung-li-Yamen, formally invested the Collec-
torate of Foreign Customs at the Treaty ports

with regular powers from the Central Governi- -

ment, and placed the management in the hands
of Mr. Lay, who was then"in charge of the
Shanghai Collectorate. Mr. Lay, however,
was compelled, almost immediately, to return
to England on sick leave, and deputed his du-
ties during his absence ‘to Mr Hart. = In the
same year the Tsung-li-Yamen invited Mr.
Hart to Péking to consult with him on-ghe or-
ganization of the service, and he soon’gcquir-
cd, by sheer.force of character and ability, an

although then only 28
poitited to succeed him.
From that day he de
the dogged .persevera
gence, and business-like

‘Ulsterman' to the task of ‘s ropean
order out of Chinese ¢haos. In his masterful -
hands the Maritime Customs, which originally
represented merk loca encies. for the collec-

_tion of difties on foreign goods, grew to be a
great and"complex organization, administering
‘the one Substantial and liquid source of rev-
enue at the disposal of the Central Government
of China.. In 1864 the value of the-foreign .
trade with which the Imperial Maritime Cus-
toms " had to ‘deal was ‘116,642,770 hai-kwan '
taels, in 1899, the year before the Boxer out-
. break, it was 460,533,28 ‘whilé in the same
period the home trade rose from 114,218,655/to
731,942,126 hai-kwan ‘taels. = The fevenue ot
the Maritime Customs when’ Sir Robert Hart -
became Inspector-General was 8,509,528 hai-
kwan taels; in 1899 it attained the unprece-
dented figure of 26,661,460 hai-kwan. taels,
though the Japanese War had in the meantime .
taken away two important colletcorates in For-
mosa. ; The number of ports actually open to '
“trade in 1864 was only 14; by 180g there were
32.- When he entered upon his new duties the

- Ifispector{General had a'staff of barely 200 for-

‘eigners:% In. 1899 the great administration

over which he presided employed 993 foreign-

_ ers, of whom 503-were British, ‘and 4,611 Chi-
nese. Buit these figures only canvey a very in-
adequate idea of ‘the enormous development ot
a seryice which undertook the lighting ef the
coast and inland waterways of China, which
disposed of a fleet of revenue cruisers, which
instituted a Euffpean University in Peking,
and which of late ‘years became the sheet-an-
chor of Chinese finance:

~_ Loyalty to the Chinese
Sir Robert Hart’s career since 1900 has Tit-
tle to show in the way of new constructive
work. . After the restoration'ef peace-his life
at Peking feturned almost without effort in
the old grooves, and he continued until Jan-
uary, 1908, loyally to serve a Govérnment
which had ill-requited his serices and which,
as he himself was forted to confess, was ap-
wparently incapable of learning or -forgetting~
anything. It-was through his mediation and
chiefly owing to his influence and ‘wise guid-
ance that Prince Ching and Li Hung Chang
were able to pave the way for the restoration

.of the: Mancha Dynasty and practically of the
authority of the- late Empress Dowager Tzu
Hsi. - That august lady admitted as much her-
self when thanking him at a private ‘audiénce
after her return to Peking.
$aid, “who have ever been opr most faithhil

“To. you,” ishe |

itself. ~ But h 3
thiyedt and long-asso
“philosophy ‘of  t

- made - hint Snstmctively. their apologist even'
when he could not be their reformer. Nothing

could shake his uﬂéWening loyalty tp the

rulers’ of the country which he had made his
home; even the base ingratitude of ‘their

treatment of him in 1900, the destruction of his"

‘home-and -personal. belongings, never affected:

“him or his attitude in the slightest degree; on ‘
‘thé contrary, the articles which he published in-

English magazines and the whole tenor of the

“book to which ‘we have referred revealed in-

creasing evidences of sympathy with.the Ori-
ental standpoint” in_ politics ‘and  philosophy..
From 1901 to 1908 he labored. in the hope of

-inducing the Chinese to adopt measures of fin-
ancial. and administrative reform, which he -

considered “indispensable to ‘the future safety
ot the Empire. . In 1905, realizing thé danpers

to.which the country would be exposed as soom

as the supremacy iof Russia or Japan was de-
termined by the war then proceeding, he urged
the Government to set its'house in order and
submitted an. elaborate scheme of internal
revenue by the'reorganization of the land ‘tax.

The Chinese igtored his advice, and the atti- -

tude of the Mandarin towards' China’s: most
faithful and efficient adviser was well reflected
in the ~contemptuous memorial which the
Viceroy Chang Chilistung thought fit to sub-
mit to the Throne with regard to Sir Robert
Hart’s proposals.

The End of His Career

It was in May, 1906, that Hart received
final and convincing proof that, however-much
his services had been tsed by the Chinese Gov-
ernment in the past, there' was nothing of
gratitude or .even of  consideration in their

. ‘appreciation of his:labors. The one essential

factor of the success=of the Chinese Imperial
Maritime Customs Service was the undivid-
ed authority of its «chief, and the loyalty of
the staff who had efficiently served him and

«£hina in_the collection of heg.revenue.. That

factor the Government procedded to attack by

appointing* high Chinese officials to be con- ' '
« trollers of the Customs under the title of the

Chui-Wu-Chu’u. It was not only the nature
of the change, which was felt at its full ‘sig-
nificance by foreign Governments:'and finan-
ciers, but the gross discourtesy shown to the
1. G. personally, in the fact that he was neither
consulted nor notifieghin regard to the pend-
ing change. Writing to a friend at the time,

te first flush of natural indignation, he'ex-
ressed the belief that this was the beginning™
‘the end of the great service which he had®

t up after long years of labor, and his chag-
was undisguised. But he had learnt from

th Fast- a lesson which he 'was ‘fond of in-

etleating - in 'the. words of -a ‘Chinese proverb
which says; “When the strong wind blows the
tre¢ may break, but the waving grass ‘will

- | bend.and recover.”. In the subsequent pour-
4 Ea: s .between the Chinese and the British -

Gayernments he took no pronotinced part, and

| expressed no strong’opinions; but in the fol-

&Png year he tendered his resignation. Then

- arose the question of his siiccessor, a question:

,gffg:a,tly.“cqmplicatgd; by international jealousy
and by the policy of China for the Chinese
‘which inspired the action of the Pekin Gov-

. ernment. . Again ,as in“1885 (when for a few

‘weeks he accepted the appointment of British
Minister in.China), the Chinese governmént
declined to accept his recommendations in re-
gard to his successor,  The' question “was
eventually settled .in the usual” Chinese man-
ner by leaving it open.  Sir Robert Hart re-
.ceived a year’s leave of absence, dating from

, January, 1908, which leave has since been

regularly renewed, while an acting I. G. (Mr.
Aglen) carries on the duties of the post with-

_out any very definité understanding as to his

future position and authority.
Thanks ' to _the complete destruction

wrought by the-Boxers in 1900, not only in’

Pekin but in the Foreign Settlements at Tien-
+tsin, no complete record of the life of Sir
Robert'Hart on its political and administrative
side can ever be written; for the archives
which recorded the earlier history of the Cus-
toms Service and his many diplomatic meas-
ures and negotiations with the Chinese Gov-
ernment- wete destroyed by fire. Destroyed
also were the letters of Chinese Gordon and
many other priceless documents. The preser-

vation of his correspondence with Mr. Detring -
. would have enabled future historians to recon-

struct the history of the French and Japanese
wars from materials which are not to be ex-
pected from purely Chinese sourcés. Only his
private diary was rescued in the nick of time
from destruction. It is charaeteristic of the
man that, seeing it brought for safety to the
British Liegation, he. expresséd regret that it
should have been saved, and’ there is reason to
helieve that the executors will receive instruc-
tions that no use shall be made of its records
for biographical or othér- purposes.
Personal Character

With his remarkable personality and wide
range of sympathy, deep learning, and almost
poetic imagination, Sir Robert Hart endeared
himself to a very wide circle of friends and ac-
quaintances. His character is as complex as
his personality was sympathetic. - The Spartan
training of a’ Belfast Irishman was tempered
through his long residence in the East to a
broad and tolerant acceptance of life in all its

‘‘phases. Upon the tra
- Stock was grafted

:of the East; and the
“ities made up a !

against the backg

:h or of any other great
Englishman overseas, ' Digring ?th“e' gi:égg:‘d

the Legations in 1900, when the whole ma-
chinery of a fife_of routine had been so sud-
denly upset, his chatacter stands at its noblest

[ and best, showing' him to be 4 very gallant

gentleman, who, combining the qualities of

‘endurance, courage, and .helpful cheerfalness,

raised himself in the esteem of his fellow-men
more than he could have done by any admin-
istrative successes. The autocrat and martinet

of the Customs ‘became a simple volunteer in

the work of defence. Sir Robert Hart was a

~philosopher and a poet; he possessed a capacity
for friendship to which years of. correspond-.

ence testified. The sentimental and sympa-

 thetic side of his natute tindoubtedly developed

as his years increased, and led him in the end to

- view his position and duties in'a manner very
different from that which distinguished ‘the

thorough and energetic nature of his earlier
work, His politicdl knowledge was wide, ‘and.
his instincts generally soundy but they were
always liable to be affected at critical moments
by the impulsive ‘nature of his sympathies

which outweighed on more than one ‘notable -

occasion his deliberate judgment.

Sir Robert Hart was the possessor of 13

Grand Crosses-bestowed upon him by Eurc-

pean sovereigns, privileged .to wear the red
ribbon of the first order of Chinese officialdom;

the Peacock’s Feather, the Double Dragon.
and many other distinctions which, as he
quaintly put it himself, gave him the appear-

ance of a Christmas tree. His life will godown
to history as_one of the greatest monuments

of British administrative capacity and loyalty:.
His opportunities were undoubtedly great, but
the man rose to them, earning golden opinions
not only from his own countrymen but from
the many men of other races with whom he
frequently came into contact in circumstances
¢alling for unusual tact and discrimination.
That there were weaknesses and errors in his
administration of affairs few will deny; one of
the most conspicuous ‘was that quality of au-
tocracy which has left the Customs™ Service
without cohesion or definite policy to face the
uncertain future. Taking him all in all, Sir

| Robert Hart leaves behind him a record as an

administrator that has been rarely excelled
and an example from which the Chinese in the

long run cannot fail to derive guidance ‘and
benefit. B

Sir Robert Hart was made a K.€M.G. in
1882, a G.C.M.G. in 1889, and created a baron-
et in 1893. He married, in 1866, Hester Jane,
daughter of Mr. Alexander Bredon, M.D., of
Portadown, County Armagh, by whom he had
a family.—London Times.

On ~Gr¢wi‘h of Knowledge

At the banquet-eecently given in connec--
tion with the guincentenary celebrations at St.
Andrew’s University, Mr. Balfopr:delivered a
most intefesting speech.. Heg said in part:

“I now have the honor of addressing a great
international'assembly.  Learning is represent-
ed in this room: from every country boasting
Western civilization, and in this we are carry-
ing on, after all, the traditions of the.great
medieval universities. * The ;medieval univer-
sities were an absolutely new product owing
nothing, so far as I am awire, to ancient tradi-
tion, to ancient organization,; to aneient meth-
ods of organization; and, from the beginning,
they were international.in their character.
Learning was welcomed ffom every country
in the world, every country that could attend
irrespective of national jealomsies, irrespective
even of national hostilitiess In the 13th cen-

tury, as in the 14th, as in the 15th, when this °

university was established, the fact that a stu-
dent even belonged to a hostile country was
regarded as being no bar to his having all the
advantages which a university could give.
There is something, I think, splendid in this
idea of a great international task to be carried
on in which all the nations of the world are
equally interested, in which all sections of hu-
manity to whatever race they may belong,
whatever religion they may profess. are:all
equally concerned, and nothing could illustrate
the greatness of this truth or the nobility of
that cause than'such an assembly as I now see.
before me. (Cheers.) 1 hope, and I believe,
that, as this common consciousness of a great
intellectual task comes more and more home
to the peoples of Europe, it will become more
and more impossible for them to find them-
selves divided upon other questions, and’ that
when the next 500 yedrs pass over this usiver-

sity and when the lord rector of that day has -

to follow in the steps of my noble friend on my
right (Lord Rosebery), it will regard interna-

tional .\warfare and will speak of international .

warfare yvith the same:disgust, with the same
moral disdain, with “which Lord Rosebery
speaks of medieval Scotland. (Cheers.)

A Look Into the Muture

~ "What of those 500 years whichsare to:
r’me.as compared with the 500 years which

of
do not venture to prophesy,-in fact 1 believe:

that the only prophecy that_‘an_‘y'_\s_glﬁ;fgsﬁ‘ééﬁﬁg -+

prophet would venture to make with regard
to the coming period—the only prophecy as
-~ distinguished from the hope which might be
expressed—is of ‘a’ rather unpleasant kind,
' namely, ’that the material resources of -the
- world will by that time, so far as we can judge,
have not only diminished materially, but in
many parts-of the world, not excluding these
islands, some of the most important will be ex-
hausted. Just consider how difficult it is to
keep this proportion in mind. I have the great
honor to be chancellor of Edinburgh Univer-
sity. We regard Edingurgh University as the
younger sister of St. Andrews, but after all not
so very much younger, but the period that
elapsed between the foundation of this uni-
versity and the foundation of Edinburgh Uni-
versity, that period repeated from thé present

ands exhausted. ILet me turn from that which
»is not a pleasant reflection to another aspect;
perhaps more nearly associated with academic
life. What hopes—I venture on no prophecies
now—what hopes-may we have of the growth
of learning? * And here I should like, and I
venture to strike a more cheerful note. I do
not believe that we realize the magnitude of
the growth of knowledge that has yet taken
place in thfree generations, in the 60 or 9o
years drawing to a conclusion. - I'do not think
we realize how great is that growth compared
with previous periods. Our whole view of
the world has been revolutionized in that time
—our whole view of history, our whole view
“of science, our -whole conception of the ma-
terial world. our whole knowledge of ‘the
growth of ‘progress, of the development of
mankind, and -of ‘the organic world of which
man .is bt a part. “Are we going—can we
hope to go—at the same rate of progress dur-
ing the mext 500 yéars that has marked the
growth:of “knowledge in. the last 30, 60 or go
years? If we ®an make anv such prophecy, if
we can! entertain any such hope, what will be
the positien of our great-great-grandchildren,
four remote descendants?,  How far will they
have got on beyond the point which we with
difficulty, with labor, but, surely, not without
success,-have been able to reach at the present
- time ?,-‘Will:they look back on us not merely

“ome.as com : | inthe way that we are justified in dooking"
ire past? . It is very.difficult to keep ()u_rf’fideaﬁ 1 back o
temporal perspective in due proportiom, I

clc o, the great mep of the Middle Ages? .
v @‘%{;WS hubcenjgs rapid as.

been? : Thendi

moment will see our coal-supplies of these isl- |

years time will-be incomparably greater, with-
out powers-of measurement, greater than the
difference 'that’ separates ‘us from the great
schoolmen: of.the ¥3th; 14th ‘and 15th centuries.
I‘hope it may be s6. "

The Probably Growth vof Knowledge

“F hope that our knowledge of nature and
that our conquests over nature will go on at
the same rate of growth as they havé gone on
in the years which are remembered by many
of those whom I am addressing, and if that
expectation be carried out then it is impossible
for us to form the slightest conjecture of what
the world will be 100-years or 150 or 200 years
hence. Whether these hopes are ‘destined to
“fulfilment or whethér after a great outburst
of physicial discovery which’has, I believe, ex-
ceptionally characterized recent years, whether
after that there is to be a pause, a set back, a
period of quiescence, no man can tell. But,
after all, knowledge breeds knowledge, and
the more you pursue your way into the secrets
of nature the more instruments are at your
command for making yet further advances, and
I see no reason to doubt that if, unless man-
kind mismanages its affairs in the grossest
and most scandalous fashion, our Jdescendants
will be able to look-back upon us as merely be-

-ginners and pioneers in the great field of dis-

covery which is-open to mankind.” .
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SHAKESPEARE IN 1703
L e

What, we wonder, would happen to -the
London manager nowadays who should dare to
put on the stage such a version of a Shake-

spearéan tragedy as was played in Ireland a

hundred years ago? Mrs. Earle in her recent
book “Memoirs and Memories,” gives a Dub-
lin play bill of 1793, ‘which is well worth quot-
ing. : :
The play was. “the tragedy of ‘Hamlets
originally written and composed by the cele-
brated Dan Hayes of Limerick and inserted in
Shakespeare’s works.” ‘Thextitle role is taken
by a gentleman “who between the acts will
perform several soles on the patent bagpipe,
which performs two tunes at the same tjme”’—
From the Unmiversity Correspondent.

Obinin

Settled Him T ' 3

© “Sir,” sdid the haughty Amefiean to his.ad-
hesive tailor, I object to this boorish dunning.

I would*have you know that my great-great- -

grandfather was one of the early settlers.”

“And‘yet,” sighed the anxious tradesman,
“there are people who believe in heredity.”—
T PR e e e
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Queen

The present Queen Mary is the thirty-sixth
queen consort of England since the Conquest.
It may be interesting, says the Gentlewoman,
to review the long line of her predecessors,
which has run through eight centuries of Eng-
lish history, and for which many of the mem-
bers have exercised immense influence in their
time. :

It is a7little difficult to place the nation-
alities quite correctly, as several of their homes
have ceased to exist as separate dominions,
but the doubtful ones may perhaps be classed
more correctly as French than anything else.
Taking this for granted, we find our queens

. thus classified:

French, thirteen, namely: Adelicia of Lou-
vaine, Matilda of Cologne, Eleanar of Aqui-
taine; Berengaria of Navarre, Isabel of An-
gouleme, Eleanor of  Provence, Margaret of
France, Isabel of France, Isabel (the little) of
France; Joan of N avarre, Katharine of France,
Margaret of Anjou, Menrietta Maria of France.

English seven: Elizabeth Woodville, Anne
Neville, Elizabeth of York, Anpne Boleyn, Jane
Seymour, Katharine’ Howard, Katharine Parr.

German, six: Anne of Bohemia, Anne of
Cleves, Varokne of ‘Ansbach, Charlotte of
Mecklenburg-Strelitz, Caroline of Brunswick,
Adelaide of Saxe-Meiningen. :

Flemish, two: Matilda of Flanders, Philip-
pa of Hainault. ?

' Danish, two: ‘Anne of Denmark. Alexan-
dra of Arragon,
One Scotch, Matilda of Scotland ; one Por-

- tuguese, Katharine of; Portugal; one Italian.

Mary of Modena. ”

.Sixteen :queens were the mothers of the
succeeding sovereigns. And sixteen queens
were ancestresses of :the present King and of
Queen Mary. The English kings as a rule

~acted-on the dictum of Weller pere, “beware

o’ widders,” but in.one or two cases the crown
matrimonial - did displace the widow’s veil.
Eleanor of Aqujtaine ‘was, like Anne de Bre-

| tagne, a twice crowned queen, though not so

reputably ; for it 'was as a widow Anne wedded

“her-second lord, while Eleanor was divorced
““by her first husband, Louis VII. of France.

... She had the strange hap of receiving as her
eldest son's bride the daughter of her ' first
hushand by his second marriage; saw two sons
on the throne; lived to what in her day was
extreme old age—over 70; and did’not murder

- fair Rosamund. Her danghter-in-law, Beren-
| garia, it may here be noted, was the only

s o

Consorts

queen of England who wa¢ never in England.
Henry IV. tharried Joan] the widowed Duch-
esse_de Bretagne. ;

The riumber of queens left widows is eigh-
teen, nay, if we include Anne of Cleves, nine-

.teen; but as for long years she had been the

monarch’s “sister” her status is'perhaps doubt-
ful. Of these royal ladies five married again
—Adelicia, Isabel of Angouleme, Isabel (the
little queen), Katharine of France and Kath-
arine Parr; who mourned  her redoubtable
spouse something under three months.

Not all" were crowned. The- plague 'de-
ferred Jane Seymour’s:coronation, and within
a few months she was dead. Her three suc-
cessors, too,  were uncrowned. Henrietta
Maria declined to participate in a service of
the English church, and Charles H., perhaps
fearing a similar procedure on his wife’s part,
made no suggestion thereto, The unhappy
story of Caroline of Brunswick is well known.

The great majority became queen on their

| marriages, but Eleanor of Castile married Ed-

ward while he was heir; Mary of Modena was
Duchess of York, Caroline of Ansbach, Prin-
cess of Wales, as was her granddaughter of
Brunswick, and her descendants of Denmark;
and Adelaide of Saxe-Meiningen was Duchess
of Clarence,

The present queen is the only one who has
been wife of the heir apparent and then queen.
She is the first Englishwoman to be on:the
throne for 360 years, and like thirteen of her

predecessors is descended from Alfred  the .

Great. The shortest reign of a queen consort
was that of Anne of Cleves, not quite four
months; while good Queen Charlotte, coming
as a bride of 17, eccupied her throne fifty-
seven years. $

Jones—VYes, sit, that boy ef mine is a piano-
player.. Why, he can play with his' toes.

Brown—How old is he?

Jones—Fifteen. . :

Brown—UI’ve got a boy at home who can
play with his toes, and he’s only one year-old.
—Answers.” -~

L}

The poet, Lord B:,yron, received $21,375
from ' his publishers for his poem “Childe
Harold.” . -
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Tokyo now has a Japane;e *Yo'unév Men's

Buddhist Association, modelled ' after, the
Young Men's Christian Association of

coun’tq. g
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