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his body apparently inflicted with a 
bowie-knife, and his room was ransacked 
as if for plunder. One of his servants 
has been detained by the authorities un­
til a full investigation of the crime can 
be instituted. The news relating to 
other murders is that a few days before 
the Polynésien left Noumea for Sydney 
the bodies of two Europeans were dis­
covered in a public park in Noumea. 
From their position when found the 
French authorities think that the vic­
tims had been murdered while asleep, 
and that the crime was committed m 
broad daylight between the hours of 
noon and 3 p.m. It is the custom for 
persons during these hours to betake 
themselves to the park for a siesta 
during the heat of the after­
noon, and these two men are sup­
posed to have been of that number. 
The bodies were either wholly or partially 
decapitated, the head of one being en­
tirely separated from the trunk, that of 
the other only partly. Alongside the 
bodies was lying a long American axe, 
sticking to the blade of which were 
blood and hair. The police were busy 
hunting for the murderer; but up to the 
time the steamers sailed had made no

sen is storm swept. PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE. the coal mines should be placed in the 
same position. The three/ coal com­
panies operating on Vancouver island 
he said now pay, in taxes on real and 
personal property, only about $5,000 a 
year, and he held that this is altogether 
out of proportion to what the mines in 
Kcotenay are to be called upon to pay. 
He wanted to be informed by the Fi­
nance Minister whether it is in the 
power of the house to tax the coal mines 
in the way he proposed.

Hon. Mr. Turner said he could not 
be expected to answer such a question 
off-hand.

Mr. Kellie questioned whether, if 
the government threw off the taxes on I

whole on the Columbia & Western rail- I xsrsr-vr.Trr-r?

SLŒr bi“ **■ ,d°pted with l BURDOCK
The house again went into committee 

on the Consolidated Railway & Light 
Company bill (Mr. Helmcken), with 
Mr. Smith in the chair. A long discus­
sion took place on the section declaring 
valid the sale of the several railway 
lines to this company. Mr. Helmcken 
read an affidavit from Wm. C. Ward, 
superintendent of the Bank of British 
Columbia, respecting an adverse peti­
tion presented last week, and amongst 
other things declaring :

16. 1 verily believe that the sole object of 
the said petition is to obstruct and inter- 

real and personal property as applied to fere with the floating of the bonds issued 
coal mines, and substituted a one per by the Consolidated Bail way and Light 
cent, tax such as now to be levied on Company upon the said property, and is 
the gold and silver mines, the return house out of mere Per"

.nlS not be less that what the coal n A rahdathig clause such as that con- 
mines now pay. tained in the present bill is a very usual

the same question was raised by one in connection with projects similar to 
other speakers, and a long discussion the present, and is inserted merely for the 
ensued, the matter eventually being purpose of satisfying foreign capitalists 
dropped when the bonds of the present company

Hon. Mr. Turner, in answer to Mr. the,ob-
Cotton, said he thought that mines mg.the properfy of the said Consolidated 
which are not shipping and therefore Railway and Light Company, the estimat- 
would not pay anything under this act, ed expenditure of said company in connec- 
should pay a tax on personal property, tion with proposed new works and im- 
to which under the act as at present provements to the present undertaking be- 
they are liable. lng in the neighborhood of $500,000.

Mr. Kellie protested against placing ! The section was adopted and the com- 
a tax on mines not shipping, while coal mittee rose and reported progress, 
mines are exempt. Hon. Mr. Eberts introduced bills

Dr. Walkem said he believed that a “ To further amend the Supreme court 
heavier tax than the present on the coal act ” and “ To make further provision re- 
mines would have the effect of closing 8peering the drainage, dyking and irri- 
some of those now operating, the product gation of lands.” 
from which is sold at very small profit in The house adjourned at 5:45 p. m. 
competition with coal produced by cheap 
foreign labor.

After having passed several sections 
the committee rose and reported pro­
gress.

Hon. Col. Baker stated in answer to 
Mr. Semlin that night sessions would 
probably commence on Wednesday.

Mr. Helmcken introduced a bill to

Second Session of the Seventh Parliament.

THIRTY-SIXTH DAY.
Monday, March 23, 1896.\ Fearful Hurricane Encountered 

by the “ Warrimoo ” Which Must 
Have Desolated Fiji.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 p. m.
Prayers by Rev. J. H. S. Sweet.
Mr. Rogers presented a petition from 

Thos. Dunn, D. McGillivray, D. Oppen­
heimer and others, asking leave to pre­
sent petitions for incorporation for the 
purpose of operating on Lightning and 
Antler creeks in the distiict of Cariboo.

Mr. Kellie, as a question of privilege, 
read from the report of the speech made 

i by Mr. Hume on Friday that, “ He (Mr.
Hume) took exception to the statement 
of Mr. Kellie that the mining men are 
in favor of this bill.” Mr. Kellie de­
clared he had not said that the mining 
men were in favor of the bill, but rather 
that they do not object to the amend­
ment making the mining tax one per 
cent, on the smelter returns.

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a return 
respecting the payment of $10,000 to the 
representatives of the late Frederick 
Adams, on account of the bonds for his 
contract with the government.

Hon. Col. Baker introduced bills to 
amend the “ Bureau of mines act ” and 
to amend the “ Insane asylums act,
1893.”

Mr. Forster moved for a return 
showing : (a) The total cost of the board 
of horticulture since its formation ; (b) 
the amount of fees collected by the 
fruit inspector, members of the board, 
and by officials connected with the 
board ; (c) the amount of fees paid into 
the consolidated revenue fund, and paid 
to the board respectively ; (d) the travel-, 
ling expenses of the fruit inspector, 
members of the board, and officials (if 
any) of the board, giving each individ­
ual’s"expenses separately ; (e) the num­
ber of meetings addressed by the fruit 
inspector and members of the board, 
and (if record is kept) the attendance at I 
such ^meetings; (f) the travelling ex- amend the 11 Investment and loan socie- 
penses of the fruit inspector and mem- ties act.”
bene of the board when travelling to and Tne house adjourned at 5:55 pan. 
from each particular meeting. Agreed — —

■ I
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Without Precedent for Severity in 
the Annals of the Boisterous 

Southern Seas. BITTERS
According to the officers of the R. M.

S. Warrimoo, which arrived from Syd­
ney on Sunday night, the next steamer 
from Australasia may be counted upon 
to bring full details of the practical ob­
literation by a hurricane, on the 6th of 
the present month, of the city of Suva.
The Canadian-Australian liner had for­
tunately left the Fijian capital just be­
fore the terrible storm set in, otherwise 
she, too, would have been contributed arrests.

One of the directors of Messrs. Hud- 
dart, Parker & Co. has given orders for 
the building of a new and thoroughly 
first class steamer at Sunderland for the 
company’s service. Opinions differ as 
to the route upon which she will be 
placed, some asserting that she will join 
the Warrimoo and Miowera in the Cana­
dian trade, although it has been semi­
officially given out that she is especially 
designed and intended for the passenger 
trade between Sydney and Western 
Australia.

CURES l
DYSPEPSIA,

BAD BLOOD,
CONSTIPATION, 

KIDNEY TROUBLES, 
HEADACHE,

BILIOUSNESS.

!
wo

B.B.B. unlocks all the secretibns and removes 
nil impurities from the system from a common 
pimple to the worst scrofulous sore.to swell the losses by the gale. The cy­

clone, which is reported to have been 
the most severe in the history of the 
southern seas, appeared, to quote Purser 
Humphries, to come from every quarter 
of the compass, and raged with unmeas­
urable velocity for upwards of forty 
hours, during all of which time the ship 
was “slowed down,” battling with the 
elements.

In Mr. Humphries’ mind and in the 
opinion of bis brother officers, Suva had 
no chance to escape and must have been 
laid m utter wreck by the devastating 
winds. As a rule the barrier reefs are 
sufficient to protect the shipping in Fi­
jian harbors, but the gale of the 6th is 
described as strong enough to sweep out 
of the water the biggest steamship 
afloat, and hence it is surmised that all 
of the half dozen vessels loading cargo 
in port when the Warrimoo called must 
have shared the fate of the town. Nor 
is it probable that Viti Levu island alone 
has suffered ; the others of the group 
were fully as much exposed to the gale 
as it, and all must have been similarly 
devastated.

Such a calamity coming now means 
utter destitution to the Fijians, who 
were counting on redeeming their heavy 
financial reverses of last year with this 
season’s crops of sugar, cotton and copra.
Owing to the infrequency of communi- | 
cation with the outside world it is doubt- land were the cause of many terrible dis- 
ful if the people of Fiji can send word of a8ters during February last, but none 
their distress, until the calling ot the Syd­
ney-bound Miowera, which should have 
reached there Saturday or Sunday, hav- j which occurred in the Brisbane river on 
ing been passed by her companion ship the afternoon of the 13th. The river be­
en the 13th.

Though but little known to the world , . , , , . . ., .,
of commerce until included in the ports stronS and fast current m the wlde Por" 
oi" call of the Canadian-Australian steam-1 tion which is near Brisbane. Immense 
ers, Fiji is one of the most important logs of timber and large masses of rub- 
British colonies in the South seas, with ' bish were borne down against the Vic- 
a white population of about 2,500 and toria bridge, a structure which having 
about fifty times that number of natives, been a sufferer by former floods was only 
The islands have for years past done an in temporary use until the traffic could 
important trade in fruits, cotton, sugar, be taken by a new bridge already in 
tea, copra and tobacco, their chief mar- course of construction. The timber and 
kets being found in New Zealand and other debris affected a lodgment on the 
the Australian colonies. Suva has re- upstream side of the bridge, and despite 
cently been brought prominently before all efforts could not be dislodged. It was 
the world as one of the landing stations feared that the roadway might be at any 
of the projected British cable to unite time carried away, and therefore the 
the Australian colonies and Canada. authorities stopped the bridge traffic be- 

Aside from the memorable hurricane tween North and South Brisbane, and 
the Warrimoo had a comparatively un- arranged for a ferry service with three 
eventful passage—a voyage which would steamers, so that the citizens might not 
have been monotonous in the extreme be seriously incommoded by the bridge's 
but for the continuous bad weather, weakness.
Leaving Sydney on the 29th of February, One of the steamers taken to this ser­
vie would have arrived here in the ordin- vice was the Pearl, a small wcoden ves- 
ary course of events two days earlier sel of 41 tons gross, and licensed to carry 
than she did—four days instead of two in 120 persons. She started from the north 
advance of her schedule. Strong north- side of the river on the afternoon of the 
erlv winds and squally weather held 13th to cross from Queen’s wharf to 
witli the ship all the way to the equator, Musgrave wharf, and is supposed to 
which was crossed on the 10th inst., the have had about 80 passengers on board, 
fresh northeast trades then being picked Two steamers were moored near the 
up and holding fair to Honolulu. Ship- 8outh side, the one the Normanby and 
pers of that city were taken by surprise, the other .the government steam yacht 
as they, like Victorians, were not look- Lucinda, a very smart and handsome 
ing for the ship until two days later at steam craft. In the passage across the 
best, and in consequence the consign- stream the Pearl became foul of the 
mènes of Hawaiian island fruits intended Normanby and was carried broadside on 
to be forwarded to Victoria were not to the anchor chains of the Lucinda, 
ready for delivery on shipboard during The force of the collision cut the ferrv 
the steamer’s limited stay in port—to steamer almost in halves, and she im- 
the considerable loss of all parties con- mediately capsized, all on board being 
cerne(L cast into the water. Many saved their

Variable winds and squally weather iivea by clinging to the anchor chains of 
marked the run from the Hawaiian the Lucinda. Several were rescued bv 
islands to Cape Flattery, which was boats; but it is thought that 37 in all 
passed at 5.30 on Sunday evening, the 0f the passfengers and crew were drown- 
ship docking at the ocean wharf here be­
tween 10 and 11. Capt. Bird was ac­
companied on the trip over by Mrs.
Bird and by Mrs. Kendall, wife of the 
company’s agent at Sydney, while the 
other first class passengers were : Mes­
dames Cannell, Anakin, Colebrook,
Dyer, Horton, Smith, Edings and Fer­
nandez ; Miss Cannell ; Messrs. Cannell.
Held, Holland (2), Luxton, Carter, Gar­
ner, Colebrook, Brook, Morris, Robin­
son. Lacazette, Justelo, Walker, Dea,
Kreuntz, Dyer, Horton, Berman, Smith,
Peck, Wolff", Morris, Duff, Forde, Sekin,
Fernandez and O’Connell.

BURDOCK PILLS act gently yet 
thoroughly cn the Stomach, Liver and Bowels.

VICTORIA

MR ADAMS’ CONTRACT.
VICTORIA, B.C.The return on this subject presented to 

the legislature yesterday, shows that the 
late Frederick Adams before his death 
directed the payment to the Bank of 
British Columbia—for the benefit of the 
creditors after the claim of the bank 
had been satisfied—of all moneys becom­
ing due by the government on account 
of his contract ; and that this direction 
was confirmed by his widow as executor 
of his will. The return then presents 
the following copy of a report of a com­
mittee of the executive council approved 
on the 13th April, 1895 :

“ On a memorandum from the Hon. 
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works dated the 10th April, 1895, refer­
ring to the contract No. 2 for the con-

BRISBANE IN SORROW. BEST FAMILY FLOUR

SUPERFINE FLOUR 
WHOLE WHEAT MEAL,

Recommended by the Medical 
Profession.

ï
XXX Brand.

»
Mismanagement of the Ferry 

Steamer “Pearl” Results in the 
Loss of Many Lives.

GRAHAM FLOURto. THIRTY-SEVENTH DAY. iMr. Williams moved : Whereas the 
value of the salmon catch in British Co­
lumbia now exceeds $3,000,000 annual­
ly ; and whereas it is generally conceded 
that the improvement in the run on the 
Fraser river has been largely due to the 
hatchery ; and whereas a sum of over 
$23,000 is annually collected for fishing 
licenses, while" the cost of building and 
operating hatcheries is comparatively 
trifling ; and whereas there has been a 
failure in the run of salmon on the 
Skeena for three years in succession ; 
and whereas the immediate establish­
ment of numerous hatcheries in the pro­
vince is a matter of first importance : 
Therefore be it resolved, That a respect­
ful address be presented to His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, praying that 
he will cause urgent representations to 
be made to the Dominion government 
of the importance of establishing addi­
tional fish hatcheries in this province.

Capt. Irving said he had before him 
a resolution passed at a public meeting 
at Vancouver expressing approval of the 
course of Hon. J. H. Turner with respect 
to the British Pacific railway. He wish­
ed to know, therefore, why the three 
members from Vancouver should not 
come over to the government side of the 
house.

Motion agreed to.
THE LATE MRS. DAVIE.

Tuesday, March 24,1896. SELF-RAISING FLOUR 1The Disaster Indirectly Attributable 
to the Heavy Floods—Heroes 

Not Wanting.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 p.m.
Prayers by Rev. J. H. S. Sweet.
Petitions presented by Mr. Rogers for 

permission to present petitions for pri­
vate bills for the incorporation of com­
panies to consolidate certain mining . . _ ...
leases on Lightning and Antler creeks, struction of the parliament buimings 
were referred to the private bills com- tereu into between the late Frederick 
mittee, the standing orders having been Adams and the late Chief Commissioner 
suspended. Lands and Works :

“ The minister reports that the said 
contractor gave no bonds for the due ful­
filment ot his contract, butin lieu thereof 
a reduction of $15,000 was made in con­
tract price. The minister further reports 
that about one-third of the work to be 
done under said contract has up to this 
date been performed. The minister also 
reports that negotiations have for some 
time been pending towards the giving of 
good and sufficient bonds for the due 
and expeditious completion of the said 
contract. The minister further reports 
that the works were not being prosecuted 
as expeditiously as desired, and it was 
expedient that security should be taken 
for the due fulfilment of the balance of 
the contract according to exact terms as 
to time and otherwise. The minister 
further reports that on the 22nd day of 
March, 1895, a joint and several bond in 
the sum of $20,000 was entered into bÿ 
Moses McGregor, George Jeeves and 
James Baker, obligors, and the minis­
ter, obligee, guaranteeing the due fulfil­
ment of the Adams contract No. 2, but 
which bond was somewhat irregular, 
and a fresh bond in addition for a like 
sum and a similar nature was asked for 
to be entered into by the same parties 
and Frederick Adams.

Prepared on Scientific Chemical 
Principles, and no deleterious 
substances used in its manu­
facture. No Baking 
Yeast or Salt required.

Powder,

GROUND FEED,
BRAN, SHORTS, ETC, 
RICE MEAL

The recent heavy rains and consequent 
floods in the over sea colony of Queens-

en-

A.ND

CHIT RICE.AGRICULTURE in schools.more appal ing and horrible than one
Mr. Forster moved : “ Whereas it is 

in the interest of the province in general 
and of the rural districts in particular, 
that our agricultural population should 
be fitted as thoroughly as possible to 
carry on agriculture according to scien­
tific methods : Therefore, be it resolved, 
That this house ask the Minister of Edu­
cation to so arrange the curriculum of 
the rural schools as to give practical in­
struction in agricultural facts and prin­
ciples.” The mover said he thought a 
good deal could be done without adding 
anything to the cost of the schools, by 
providing proper reading matter, and by 
instruction in botany and the treatment 
of plants ; the nature of diseases of farm 
animals ; the properties of the foods 
grown on the farms ; the value of fertilis­
ers, etc. He thought such education 
might very well displace much of the 
useless matter now taught to the child­
ren.

If your Grocer does not keep these in 
stock, write direct to the Mill.

j25-ddzsw
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■ing flooded in its upper part caused a

MEN aTl AGES
may be cured. Wo 
treat all sexual disor­
ders of men. Four out 
of five who suffer nerv­

ousness, mental worry, 
attacks of “ the bhtjs,” 
ar- but paying the pen­
alty or early excesses. 
The dread alarm of

m
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Hon. Mr. Turner moved : “ That

whereas it has pleased Almighty God to 
remove by the hand of death from our 
midst Mrs. Davie, wife of the Hon. 
Theodore Davie, Chief Justice, and late 
Premier of the province, the members of 
this legislature desire to express their 
deep sorrow thereat and to " extend to 
the bereaved husband and family heart­
felt sympathy in the great loss they have 
sustained.” The mover said he thought 
this resolution required very few words 
in support of it. Many of the members 
knew the late Mrs. Davie as a woman of 
estimable parts, who had performed 
numerous kind and charitable actions in 
an unostentatious manner. He thought 
all would join with him in expressing 
a sense of the great loss which her death 
has. caused to the community. Her 
best monument will undoubtedly be 
found in the kind remembrance which 
will remain in the hearts of her numer­
ous friends in British Columbia.

The resolution was seconded by Mr. 
Semlin, the leader of the opposition, and 
unanimously agreed to; to be signed by 
the Speaker and forwarded to the Chief 
Justice. }

>1

IHon. Col. Baker said he was glad 
that this matter had been brought up, 
as during the past two months he hid 
been in. correspondence with Prof. Rob­
ertson with a view to having that gentle­
man draw up a simple book on agri­
culture for use in the schools.

Major Mutter expressed pleasure at 
hearing this important announcement 
from the Minister of Education.

Mr. Booth pointed out that one of the 
first necessities in this connection would 
be to provide for the instruction of the 
teachers.

Mr. Kellie urged that the children in 
mining communities should be taught 
something that would fit them for pros­
pecting.

Mr. Adams heartily supported the 
suggestion that botany should be taught 
in the schools ; and he hoped that man­
ual training, as recommended by Lady 
Aberdeen when recently in this prov­
ince, would also be taken up.

Hon. Col. Baker stated that an ex­
periment in manual training is about to 
be tried in Victoria, not by the public 

Mr. Kellie moved for returns show- schools as that would not be practicable 
ing the school attendance in the districts just now/.but by the Young Men’s Chris- 
of Westminster, Kamloops, Cowichan, tian Association. He trusted that it

would succeed here and spread to other 
cities in the province.

Resolution agreed to.

Impotency, the exhaus­
tion of Spermatorrhoea,h

«Sa may be CURED■Ci in strict confidence at 
moderate expense. 

Send for our free sealed book, “ PERFECT 
MANHOOD.”

IngrawHii
“ The minister reports that the said 

contractor was drowned at sea on the 
22nd day of March last, and that on the 
29th day of March the additional joint 
and several bond for $20,000, executed 
by the said McGregor & Jeeves, and 
Baker and Sarah Adams, the widow of 
the said Frederick Adams (who as the 
sole devisee and legatee under the will of 
the said Frederick Adams had proved 
the same) for the due fulfilment of the 
said contract as above, was delivered to 
him.

“ The minister further reports that 
there is in the hands of the government 
the sum of $8,222.90, which sum has 
been retained by the government and is 
so retained as a security for the due 
completion of the contract and deducted 
on the basis of the original contract of 
Frederick Adams when it was contem­
plated he was to furnish bondsmen for 
the due fulfilment of his contract. The 
minister reports that the said guarantee 
so entered into as aforesaid is satisfac­
tory.

“ The committee of council concur in 
the above repoft and advise that the sum 
of $10,000 be paid over to the legal rep­
resentatives of the said Frederick Adame, 
or any other person or company duly 
authorized to receive the

I
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Before 9 o’clock in the evening no 
fewer than 21 bodies had been recovered. 
Steamers and boats searched the lower 
part of the river, but in few instances 
was the search successful. The agon­
ized cries of the perishing men and wo­
men as the Pearl heeled over was ap­
palling. The utmost consternation pre­
vailed ashore, too, particularly on the 
south side of the river, where husbands, 
fathers and friends were expected, and 
where those friends who had assembled 
to welcome home their loved ones were 
forced to witness the catastrophe which 
cost them their lives, helpless to render 
the slightest aid. There is, of course, 
much uncertainty as to the actual num­
ber or the names of those aboard the ill- 
fated boat, but as 32 bodies were within 
three days recovered, the number who 
lost their lives cannot be much under 
the original estimate of 37. The list of 
the saved as published totals 46.

Even in the moment of facing death 
found who showed the cool

68^ Yates St.
Vernon, Spallumcheen and Kaslo, and 
the amount paid by the government per 
head ; also showing the provincial rev­
ende and expenditure in the districts of 
Vancouver, Westminster, Yale and West 
Kootenay. Agreed to.

Continued from Former Advertisemems.
Stemwind Elgin B. W. Raymond, 
ruby jewelled, double sunk second 
dial, adjusted to heat, cold and posi­
tion, warranted 20 years, in Nickel 
cases $16 Gold Filled $20, Silver $19. 
Elgin, 17 jewels, with all the latest 
improvements in Gold Filled 20 year 
cases $28 50, in Silver cases $25, La­
dies’ Solid Gold 14 karat Elgin or 
Waltham Watches $20, Elgin 7 jewel 
stemwind, in Nickel case. $6, in Gold 
Filled $10, in 21 years’ guaranteed 
Gold Filled cases $15, in solid 14 
karat Gold cases (weight nearly 
3 oz. ) $40.
Diamond and other Precious Stone 
Rings from $2 up.
Eight day strikiug Clocks in Oak or 
Walnut cases, v’sible pendulum, from 
$4 to $6.
Eight day Cathedral Gong Cabinet 
Clocks $5; with gold inlaid dials 
$5.50. Nickel Alarm Clocks from 
70c. The largest stock in the city 
to choose from.
Ten per cent, off Watches and Jew­
ellery till Christmas.

The house again went into committee 
on the assessment bill, Mr. Hunter in 
the chair. Reported complete with 
amendments.

The house again went into committee 
on the bill “ relating to gold 
minerals excepting coal.” ' 
ing section, it was explained, had been 
inserted by the mining committee with 
a view to put a stop to claim jumping :

28. Upon any dispute as to the title to 
any mineral claim no irregularity happ 
ing previous to the date of the record of the 
last certificate of work shall affect the title 
thereto, and it shall be assumed that up to 
that date the title to such claim was per­
fect, except upon suit by the Attorney- 
General based upon fraud.

The section stood over while Mr. 
Helmcken prepared an amendment to 
provide against interference with exist­
ing litigation. The greater part of the 
bill having been adopted the committee 
rose and reported progress.

Hon. Col. Baker moved the second 
reading of the bill to amend the placer 
mining act, recommended by the mining 
committee. Read a second time.

Hon. Col. Baker moved the second 
reading of the bureau of mines bill, 
providing for a trivial alteration respect­
ing the examination of assayers. Read a 
second time.

Hon. Col. Baker moved the second 
reading of the bill to amend the act re­
lating to insane asylums. He said this 
had been very carefully prepared by Dr. 
Bodington, the superintendent of the 
provincial asylum, based upon the law 
in England and elsewhere.

Dr. Walkem declared that the bill 
contained provisions giving to the super­
intendent powers which should not be 
conferred on him ; and he was opposed 
to the provision made for the granting 
of authority to establish private asylums, 
which in committee he would move 
should be struck out.

Bill read a second time.
The report from committee of the

ASSESSMENT BILL.
The house again went into committee 

on the bill to amend the assessment act, 
Mr. Hunter in the chair.

Mr. Kitchen, on the section respect­
ing the income tax, asked to what class 
of incomes this tax is to be applied-— 
whether for instance the incomes derived 
from coal mines will be taxed. »

Mr. Bryden said he wished to correct 
the impression which seemed to prevail 
amongst some of the member^ that the 
coal mines are not taxed. As* a matter 
of fact they are taxed, on real and per­
sonal property, and heavily taxed.

Hon. Mr. Turner said the income tax 
not apply to incomes derived from 

property otherwise taxed; for instance, 
a merchant whose stock in trade is 
taxed will not be charged on the income 
derived from it, but an agent, having no 
stock in trade to be taxed, will have to 
pay on his income. The chief new rev­
enue he expected from this source would 
be from the banks and large agencies.

Mr. Semlin said the opposition did 
not intend to oppose the general details 
of this bill, but there was one point 
which he would most strenuously urge, 
and that was with respect to the tax on 
mortgages, which he held ought to be 
removed.

Mr. Kitchen said the bad feature of 
this mortgage tax is that the wrong per­
son eventually has to pay it—the bor­
rower, in place of the lender.

Hon. Mr. Turner pointed out that un­
fortunately this is the case with respect 
to the real estate tax and every other 
tax—the wrong person pays it, and even 
in England no way to prevent this had 
been discovered.

The bearing of the so-called mortgage 
tax was discussed at considerable length 
without result.

Mr. Kitchen, upon the section deal­
ing with the tax proposed to be placed 
upon gold and silver mines, argued that

same.
consideration 

guarantee that the said contract will 
be carried out in its entirety, and 
further advise that the sum of $8,222.90, 
so retained by the government, be paid 
out to the said legal representatives, or 
other persona or cempany authorized to 
receive the same, on the understanding 
that the said latter sum shall be repaid 
to the government from time to time by 
deductions of 14 per cent, from the pro­
gress estimates to be issued by the archi­
tect from time to time, as the work pro­
gresses, 10 per cent, of which 14 per 
cent, being an amount to be retained by 
the government as a security for the due 
completion of the contract and 4 per 
cent, to repay the government for the 
payment over of the said sum of $8,- 
222.90, and that warrants be issued for 
the said sums of $10,000 and $8,222.90 
respectively.”

for theaas
and other 

The follow- I
The conference of Colonial Premiers in 

Sydney was to have taken place on the 
4th of March, all the colonies with the 
exception of Western Australia and New 
Zealand being represented. The Prem­
ier of Western Australia was invited to 
he present, but asked to have it post­
poned till the end of the year; as this 
could not be done, he will not be able to 
take part in the proceedings. New Zea- 8ome were
land was not asked to send a représenta- courage of heroes. Harry Jarman, a 
five, as she is not concerned with federal young law student, had a life buoy when 
defence, and has shown no desire to the steamer went over; he quickly hand- 
federate with Australia. The programme e(j jt to his mother, who was saved, say- 
for consideration at the conference ing, “ Here, mother, you must take it— 
included the questions of Federal De- think of the little ones.” He could not 
fence, Undesirable Immigration, Federal Bwjm a stroke and knew that he had 
Quarantine, and Coast Lights, and pos- scarcely one chance of saving his own 

hi y one or two other matters. The i,fe jamea Wilson struggled deperately 
Victorian Premier, Mr. Turner, will not to save bis voung wife and would have 
he able to be present, and Victoria will (joae So had not another terrified woman 
therefore be represented by Mr. Best, wounfj her arms about him, forcing him 
Minister for Trade and Customs, and to relinquish his grasp on his wife for a 
Mr. Duffy, Postmaster-General. moment and that moment being enough

By the French steamer Polynésien, for her to be swept away from him to 
which arrived in Sydney recently, ac- her death. Hugh Kerr Mord en was 
counts were received of several startling drowned while returning from his wife’s 
incidents, including several tragedies, in funeral, two of his orphaned children be- 
tlie French penal colony, and the wreck I lng lost with him and two others being 
of a labor vessel in the New Hebrides, saved by the efforts of one of the Lucin- 
The chief item of news dealt with the da’s crew. They with six brothers and 
murder of M. Aubertin, oneof the oldest sisters still surviving .ire left destitute 
and wealthiest residents in New Cale- hy the double bereavement and the 
•Ionia. He had been identified with the mayors of Brisbane and South Brisbane 
commercial and political life of the set- have started a fund for their relief, 
t lenient for about 30 years and had made which had already reached a total of 
many friends and no known enemies, a £200 when the Warrimoo left Sydney, 
circumstance which greatly increased 
tlie mystery of his terrible end.
1 hi the night of February 
1 he was stabbed to death while 
sleeping, by 
perado.
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