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Diamond
Floar

is the cook’s best friend, be-
cause it is dependable
and gives best results.

HUNT r BROS.

TO-DAY'S WEATHER.

Fair and cold.
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LONDON,

ONT., THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1903.

ALE, Ete.
E. B. Smith,
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560 LIVES LOST IN A GHICA
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MARRIAGES.
COPUR-STEWART.—At Stratford, on
Wednesday, December 30th, by the Rev.
Alex. Stawart, of Verschoyle, Ont.,
brother of the bride, assisted by Rev. M.
L. Leitch, pastor of Knox Church, Strat-
ford, Miss Tena, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Duncan Stewart, Stratford, to Mr.

Frank A. Copus, of ‘London.

. DEATHS.

BURITIES—At Aged People’s Home, on Dee.

S0th, 1903, Mrs, M. DBuries, aged 8
yoars.,

Funeral notice later.

3caie of Raies for Condensed Advertisements.
Amusements, two cents a word each In-
sertiomn.

Agents Wanted, Male or Female Help
Wanted, Situations Wanted, Situations
Vacant, Mechaniecs Wanted, Teachers
Wanted. Board and Lodging, Lost and

Found. Rooms to Let, 15 words or less,
15 cents: each additional word one cent;
three insertions, 30 cents; six insergions,

00 cents.

Feor Sale, To Let, Real Estate, Miscel-
daneous, ete.. 15 words or less, 15¢; each
additional word one cent; six insertioas,
five cents per word.

'‘All advertisements inserted in morning
edition appear in two o'clock and even-
ing ed‘tions without extra charge It
ordered for evening only one insertion is
charged.

In calculating the cost of an advertisement
in either daily or weekly Free Press, be
caraful to count initial letters, albbrevia-
tions, $ and c. signs, each figure, words
of addresses, ete., as full words.

When Free P’ress box address is required,
allow five words for address, and in ad-
dition to price of advertisement send 10¢
to cover expenses of postage upon replies.

In answering advertisemen:s, please refer
to the Free Press.

THE LONDON FREE PRESS PRINTING

COMPANY, Limited, London, Ontario.

AMUSEMENTS.

GRAND—TO- “NIGHT—8,18.

IRELAND ENTERTATNMENT (
In illusthrated songs and moving pic Luws ot

UNGLE TOM'S GABIN “\oX

LAND,
10e, 20¢, .,H(

| NEW ) 0AR'S, MAT. AND NIGHT.

GED. . SUMNMERS

in a grand scenic production of

RIP VAN YWIRGI

Bats 15, 2 J 35,750. Eve., 2%, 35, 50, 15 ’
| OIS VWS .':K q‘.q.v‘\l \\1u‘\" JAN. 3.
MYRKLE-HARDER STOGK GU.
> IO ( odnetions
4 1.1.’ \.:11;«!«\‘1‘1 ].\ l«~“

SPECIAL PRICES - - - - 10¢, 20¢,
Seats on =sale Friday.

LONDON—Gibney Stock Co. |

Nigne. THE LAND ORTHE CZAR

NEW YEARS "t MAT. Maaw

Prices, 10, J0.  Matinee, 25 and 19. |

L24s

i(i,'ll)l'l‘”lbll.".\l’, THURSDAY, DEC.

Royal Hungarian
Court Wrchestra!

Boc.

Lo
&4,

31,

o=

33, 90 75 cents. Magniticent. Hear (Gem,
and then attend the watceh night service.
Plan opens Tue \dn morning. L2Se
————e - — |
\\l'\l'\ll\\l‘l‘l» ll\l\ \l\\ll\t. 'l‘*lHS'

.nfnnm»n argl uight.  Cadet Band INew |

\( ar's afternoon .mvl n’:m £l
l"ltrlh\"»l“lmrw.\ | ((8)0] I \ AACTS W l\ll'l\ﬂ.

its patrons a very Happy New Year.

Tth Band to-night and New Year's, after-

noon awud eveping., Noason hooks  at

ofttce.  Skates and hoxes to rent. {
JUBALIEE RINK—NO  SKATHING 10

NLGAHT. Tony Vita's orchestra Noew

Year's afternoon and evening £ ‘
CIHGAR- MIAVKITRN UNION, 275, Wil L !

hold their 3rd annual ball and supper,

New Year's eve, Ciky dHall, ;
MATINEE, NEW Y Hu\l:'.\‘ I)\\

Queen’s Park (weather permitting).

zood races. Admission free. "ubl

vited.

i ANNTUAL

NURNE

POCOCK BROS,

HOLIDAY
VISITORS

| Who want the “smartest” in
sthoes should come direct for
Pocock’s shoes.

POCOCK’S WALKING SHCES
POCOCK’S DRESS SHOES
POCOCK’S OUTING SHOES,

A “Pocock” shoe for every oc-
casion.

$38.00 A PAIR

and upwards; also ithe latest

patterns at $2.50.

1 Pocock’s will supply the boots
for the skates you were given

Christmas.

PRICES FROM $1.59 PAIR.

Pococlk’s,

Opp. Market Lane.
3

Repeat

You can never tire of

art in its highest form, .
It bears repeating. It
is the crude tone of

cheap pianos that be-
comes wearisome. The
pure, rich, artistic
Nordheimer tone is a
thing of beauty—a joy
forever. Age reveals
ils perfect refinement,
and cannot destroy its
charm,

Sole Canadiaa Agents
for Steinway Piaros,
NORDHEIMER’S,

(Limited),
188 Dundas Street.

Nordheimer.

Men
o
Fashion

Demand the newest
materials, cut in the
latest and most up-
to-date styles. We
design garments for
particular dressers.

Slater Bros.

360 Richmond St.
PHONE 844.

Al new message each day
—watch for it.
¢ SHIR/

IS '_J FIT.

the ironing. You'll
neck-¢ mfore in wear

It’s all in
finl perfec:

ihg shirts ironed by us.

Then there's the satisfaction
of wholesome, sanitary methods
cuar: by the FORENT
l"i{(

l'mrm- 11 1S or postal ecard will
ing oen of our white wagons.

FOREST CITY LAUNDRY,
“The Carveful Laundry,”
72-74 King Street.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES.

) PAUL'S

e

COMMUNICIN SERVICE ATY ST
Cathedral on Friday, New Year's Day,
at 130 a. m., for all the city parishes.

The Bishop will give a short address. f

MEETINGS.

T
London,

Regiment

1 u\-n. h\ Dec.

\l AL
iCol. .
mandin 1Al non-com-
ll115~lnlln d cers and men
desiring to attend the mili
to-day will parade at the
Drill Shed at 1.30 p. m.  Orvder of dress,
busbics and great  coats, By order.—
W. A. MdCrimmon, Capt., Adjutant 7th
Regiment. ;o

DY

ttle
tile,

Orbisn
W, l,;

.5,
tary tuneral

ING OF THE
ultural Nociety
”nll\".
16004,
v»\.“‘._\i
and el
year.- x\'ll 1
Trebileock,
Lalv-th

\'\' NUNL MEETANG O8F T
DOIN Horticultural Society will be
in the rooms of the Entomolozical No-
ciety, Y. M. C. A. building, Wednesday,
January 13th, at 7.30 p. m. Election of
officers and other business of hmportance,
AL menmdbers shoald attend.—Rev. Dr. C.
J. S. Bethune, President; R. W. Rennie,
NSeceretary. i

FEMALE HELP WANTED.
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20th,
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WLAINTHE D GIRELS TYOR GHANIERAL
work, housemaid, wcooks for privaie
honses, comdl wages: nuarse  Zirl, Apply
Mailwen's, 61V Richmond street. N

GHENIFIRAGTL

WLAN T A SERVAINT
references  required.  Apply Mis. Carr,
o4 King street. Lsti-th,s

WININTTE Y I\\\l NO
Wit a girl about
twenty ¢ 1 Maple avepue
Rosedale, Oronio. f

G LENE l AL NE \\ \\I \\'\\"l’ll) TWO
in fami.v.—Apply 56 Waterloo street.

l,f_rxr‘

GIRL WANTRD.-

" . 5 \l l l Y MRS
REPORTS BY PR l\l ll \L R\l{l(‘)\ ”l' D hntivar 4% Mo i ok ; S
progress  of every Conservatory pupil WEChpRtROr, S0 TN Srene .8 .,‘j_
Il(ll.l.lk] I)_Av\s, sings at rehearsal, sent to UP-NTAIR GIRL W \\lll,U — APPLY
J'ﬁ" s g A  Sa " i Metropolitan Hotel. L20v
i e l..”’;,“:\,’if."\i\'“",,ﬂ']‘fw},lmfl‘f }L "'.,'f.f | WANTHD — GINERAL SERVANT.—6M
Telephonoe 10 245, ’l‘.m?v vita's lt:l‘i;xll 1 “)\#' lfi""“ b Ii X % R 3_ )_
_Harpers, 131 Queen’s avenue. =~ | wANTED—-MACHINE OPERATORS N
MONDAY BYENING, JANUARY 4rH,| Jpishes for cap factory. Apply 3Jue.
gentlemen; Tuesday, bth, ladles; epen-| -CaTSIal & LO. ik
lll;l‘ll‘nl:‘ {l 1(‘".".”..'1;;‘1Uf\“ beginmers. Caill—= o TNoANTHD  FOR LIGHT HOUSE-
peaee ¥ S et WORK. .apply 51 Stanley street. L2Jv
! IR MUSIC ¢ 17 08 D = - R 5.5
“\1\1211\1\n “i,:rm'n” oeeron_vaest | WANTED—LADY TO WAIT ON Task-
Cortese. 1 1 Fullart “‘“ \“H.‘ e NS at noon hours: also work till four:
il AN b steady  employment.  Apply Lashibrook s
LOW OCEAN FARES VIA THE CAN- |_ lestaurant e
T\:;I).[l.l\l‘(l\ f:l'lrlll;l.ll:flﬁ‘l“t‘vill\ l(‘nUv\l' h.l l'.l‘.h’“”l':“ ( LI , 8 WANTED. — APPLY FOR
Clarke. 416 Richmond street. x| _»“f ¥ l"‘f_"rhi\' S =
PRIVATE LESSONS IN DANCING BY | ON HAND-MAN AND WIFE, COOK
Mr. R. B. Millard. Special  attention | and wine clerk: wanted, cooks, house-
given to waltz and rwo-step. Rapid | Wmalds, generals, nurses, all kinds of hotel
teaching: low mates: lessons any hour. | Belp at Dwyer's Agency, 391 Richmond
Satisfaction guaranteed. Residenee ana | Street P“"““ 1,456,
acadewy, 345 Princess avenue (110t | g [eahiia=mr = Seis e e
adewy, 345 Prin avenue. XD | LR ATORS, DRESSMAKERS AND AP-

<"\T H U] \l A AND PACI-
Norih-west.—Judson-Alton personally-

EXCURSIONS
FIC

condiueted  execursions, leaving  Chicago
every v and Thursday, via ne
“Seenie ' through Col¢ rado and the

Rocky

in daylight,
through

car service to
Naorth-west, making
onomiecal and

prov ide a
California
a journey
enjoyvable

1ins

ist

ton
and Pacitic
comfortable

Bargains in one-wgyy and round-trip rates
to California, Portland, Tacoma and
Seattle.  Household goods shipped a: re
duced rates. W or call on Judson

Alton excursions, 349 Marquette Builuing,

Chicago, for free itinerary. J28tf
TONY CORTESE, THE ORIGINAL LON-|
DON Harpers. Music furnished for a. |
oceasions. — 1G1 Maple street. 'Phone
1570, [
VETERINARY. !
TN o s '
TENNENT & BARNES. VETERINARY {
Surgeons: Office, 137 King street; resi- |
'l':ll""_' imnd i mary, corner King and
Wel 1 streeis. Treatment of dogs a
Sped« "Phone, house, 278: office h\\

" EDUCATIONAL. ¥
L e e e i
TITE LLONDON {7

o~
UDIO OF ELOCUTION.

Vocal and Physical Ca'tare Ntudents
received at any ‘time, (Tong urr engage-
ments accepted.—Miss Mydra [. Lent, 288

Princess avenue,

PRENTICES
—elena

wanted;
Costume Co.

paid by the week.
G31tf

GET ACQUAINTED WITH THE BEST

Bread. Try Johnston Bros.’
XXX Bread. You'll be satis-
tied that it is Dest at the
tirst trial. Delicious, appetiz-
ing, nourishing. With the
now year is a good time to
ger  aecquainted owith  John-

ston Bros." XXX DBread.
JOHINSITON BROS.

'Phlone 818, X
MALE HELP WANTED.

WANDED—GOOD MAN FOR GORDON
presses on  fine work: steaay employ-
ment; state  experience and sulary
wanted.—Lovell Co., Toronto. xLilv
WIANTIED—AN EXDPERIENCED  RARM
hand, at once. Apply 591 Richmond
street.—Iwyer's Agency. 1.1y

YOUNG MAN, IF YOU ARE WISE, YOU
will commence right now and learn tele-
graphy in our day or evening classcs.
The pay In good, the work pleasant and
the field not over-erowded. We mail our

book, explaining everything,

Dominion School of Telegraphy, 36

street east, Toronto. ta

rcu-gl.unl.
free.
I\lm:

I -\ \\ \\l‘A l) TO LIARN PPAPER l.H‘

trade.—11. T. Reason & Co., 80 Dundas
street. Lty
NPADLEMAN—CITY PARCEL ENXDPRIESS,

or 40 Al
130y

rear Wonderly's bhavber
street.

shop,

SALERMAN ON WAGON \\ ANTED FOR

city route; salary to stal £0.60: state
experience amd ot fi’l't'lll"‘\‘. 30X -l.n Free
Pross. 1.30i

ORFICE
Apoly

\H NT WRITE
Jox #4, Free T
L

& QO.
street.

YHl'l‘I[ FOR
a :‘..ml hand.

ress

ne

\\l‘\l IR WANTIED.
'.'ll and wood dealers,
LoOy

'\‘-"\',\"I‘Z‘f“. DY l H'\l
abont fifteen, office

onee, in  own writing

Brown, London, Box

\l RIAGEH WOODWORKIERS, BLACK-

SMITHS and painters  wanted.—W. J.

Thompson & Sons, 175 King street. K30tt

RSN
495 York

l\\l ARY, l.t)\,
boy. Apply a
to J. Harley
3 2Y9v

ds

AGENTS WANTED.

AGENTS WANTED
Coffees.— Marshall

TO
ros,

TLL TEAS AND
x\. Co., London.
,li~hl.>l I( TAB l.\l \\li I.\ll,l,-
NT persons to solicit  orders  for
nuisery stock; o the right parties I ecan
offer the best inducements: best time in
the vear to make a  start.—-Apply for
};-rms. at once, to E. D. Smith, Winona,
nt.

SITUATIONS WANTED

STRONG YOUNG  MAN  WINHES M-
VILOGYMENT at any kind of work; handy

around steam engine.—Apply
oftice.

Jox 46, this
131y
\Ul \(r .~l‘()'l'1"l[|,\l‘\!.\'. 20,
situation in any -wholesale house in
town; willing and obli o hest refer-
cnees, \mvi\' ]!nx 4‘.‘. this .»fhw

DMESTRIZS

LOST AI\D FOUND.

e

CIEATHADAINE DYURKSE (FOUND. OWNITR
can have some by proving, and payins
for ad. Apply at Free Press nfﬁt". i 4

L H\I TULESDIAY. QUEEN'S AVIEN l I
Rie mnnml o IDundas stree e
cnamel and silver helt pin. Rews: e ;'s
altice. L31v

LOST - PARCEL, BETWIREN (CHAPMAN'S

and Clarence street.  (Finder please re-
turn to No. T tl)xm'..m street H LY
PURSE LOST IN G. T. R. WAITING
roam Monday, containing money “and
keys., Reward at this office. L20v
l H\l WEDNERDAY OR THURSDAY,
otter gauntlets. Liberal reward this
U!'i‘l('t‘. 1.29v

BOARD AND LODGING.

WIANTIED—GINGS ORR TWHO UNFURNISH-
HELP WANTED. 13D rooms: must be central: preference
- over store.—Dox l.'.. Free Pross, S0V
WAINTIED —MIEN AND  'WIOMIEIN, WITH | ————— - —_—
common =chool education, 'who are tired | AT 474 QUEEN'S \\ I r\l l WIAR'M
of working for small wages, to train front rooin 1l bhoard for "Hlxl‘mlh.
hemselves ln high  salaried positions, modern convenienees, !
as ad. show-card  writers and -
window hroangh  our instroc- | NIOHLY FURNISHED  ROOMS, \\"l’l‘l[
tion by mai rices low. ‘Terms easy. board, 267 Dundas street. Laott
No books to buy. Send for our new f— 0 —— - s i < R A
cireular, “Publicity,”” deseribing  these | CENTLEMAN CAN SECURE WE:
wmrses. It is » for the asking. (Ad- farnished bedroom: ecenty modern, —At
Iress T. {J. Sullivan, TLondon 'manager. 200 Queen's avenue. 7 o to S p. .
Internat I Correspondence Nehools (of 129v
Scranton, Pa.), N80 Dundas street, I B —— e —— e —
N , BUSINESS CHANC"S
A.T:\.”l,‘.I;\\“:”‘:‘;‘,\l,".\,"’.f‘l:." MEN TO 170 BRICKMAKERS FINE CLAY LAND,
S it 0 AR o T o good quality, near town. road, it and
day in b nevde.  'No o canvassing 1 o oy rorked: Detike . 1 iy
\\v-‘.l\ sent by madl. Faclose  stamps 3 asily  worked: br e A8 L
Standard  Manufacturing Co ) 3all and.—Jas. W. Lord, <Calgary. Al
7 i g s o i Py " L2Oh
\::w.. Roxbury, Mass, d&wf
WANTRD—-SEVERAL GOOD CANVASS- EXCHANGE.
ERS: ei !‘.4-1' sex: excaptional contraet;
hig remmmeration; ready seller.—C. R. ifteen words or less, 15 eents: each ad-
PParish, Inlum-: ional word, one ecent; six insertions, five
E — —=!cculs a word
DENTISTRY. i - i
\\H I. I-ZX(‘H,\\'(H-‘. LOT IN RESIDIEN
DR. A. G. FRASER, DENTIST, 180 DUN- TIAL section of the eity for small fruit

DAS street. ’'Phone 1,381.

farm.—Address Box —, Free Press,

RUSSIA HAS
DECIDING WORD

S

Whether There Shall Be
War or Peace.

HER MINIMUM PROPOSITION

Stated in Japan’'s Last Note — Rus-
sta’s Answer Must be Definite,
Says Minister Takahira.

By sial
Wiashington, Dee,
his country in
Japanese

Sp - BT
S0.—<With
face

Wie
war staring
Takanhira,
cilm
to-nigirt,

the Kozoro

the ini

wias
Washington
desk

despatches

as as

any  aficial in and

pre-
Lransmission Lo
state  de-

he sat his
paring
Tokio. \Having called
partment and infermed
the with which
the
he,

ese

at at a later hour
for
at the
the officials
Tokio govern-
M. Takabira
other oMeials
servicy, were

of
gravity
ment vic
sald

tae
WS sitnation,
with the
the Japa foreizn
iting the ans'wer of Russia to lnp.
last note before making a nd <
uumu.l ion to the powers, Taka
“You ask me if 1 think war s

I can only say that Japan is
the arrival of Rus<ia's reply to
notes Japan  will awai long
urﬂ umstanees seem to justify, but not
~We have heen prompt in all
counter  propositions,
in all the steps of our nego
with Russia.  lIn our last mnote
stated minimam preposition

an  subait to Rursin. That
couniry has the Jdeciding vote whether
there is to he ,war or peace in the far
cast.  We have done all that we could.”

Me. pakahira expresscd the hope that
fwar anay yet he aveeted, but he regards
the ontlook gloomy,

It ‘can be durther estated
urged mm her last note th
Lurg govorninent semd a
at the eardest possible
detinite ansiwer will
unsaiisfaciory.

NO GULTEMATUDM,
Dee. 30 —While
denies ‘that

to-night

SeCU -
Mr, rit
in

as
as
long
Vrog
.mll
tiations
‘we Lave
which wo

our

HEY

that
the Nt
d« finite answer
tnoment.  An o ia-
garded as wholly

.l:llv;lil
Pet

s

[ 1
e 1¢

Derlin,
ernne it

the Yacminan gov-
Japan has dnfoimned
the Furopean powers that has sent
an ultimatnm to Russia, according to n
formation cmanating from official circles
here late to-night, fGiermany  adanits  the
Possibility that the members of the Japan-

cabinet, in iofermal eonversations with

she

nodiplomatists. may Bave amenticnod
LS measuares for adabilization,  Gor-
many rafuses to Helieve that Japan bhas
sent an ultimatum, and will econtinue to
&0 believe until she has been informed to
the contrary by the 'Rossian government.
Japan paid STS00600 for the warships
Moreno and IRivadavia,
A GHVRDUAN VW,
The PPost this morning pring a lenzthy
l<>.|uu editorial on the Russo-Japanose
tuation in the far east. The editorial,

v uivh

bears the evident, marks
tion

] of inpira-
by the

government, savs that =~ the
stuation is still sueh that the hope of a
P aceable solution of the ditidenlties need
not he abandoned.  The editorial ridieules
the assertion «of the Frendh press  that
[ Germrany is urgimg ‘Russia to a poliey of
aczression in order to have a ¢ree hand
for pan-Gemnanie plans in Central JKarope
and acainst Hrance. The article empha
sSizes  Germanv's  absolute mnentrality, and
adds that '(:o:m:m,\'\ mediation has not
theen  asked by either party, jGermany
nevel mh red nor ever will offer to m wli:lt-'
between  certal fulli_'n enemies Go
many would oniy he too pleased to pm~h
her ‘ll of modiation but ffor the bhelief
that she \\‘-»lll‘] be left in tl\v lureh at ‘the
decisive moment. Neither Russia nor
Japan, says the Post, needs the media-
tion of other pawers, and if left alone
they will arrive at a peaceable agre ment.
The leading statesmen of Tokio appar-
ently have already realized that in a war
iwitiv Russia Japan must inally e iso
lated, and that ne dependence can bhe
placed upon sympathetic rticles in the
nowspapers of Westorn In ¢on
clusion, the Post says: »Ruhicon has
1 ver been erossed.  If all 4 chane s
of sneh o struggle may be @egarded as
purely  dabjective, from the standpoint
taken by Japan. Japan muast reach the

conclncion that a peaceable nnderstanding
is best,
FINAR CAPTURIE

Loundon  Dee J1.—Thoe Daily Mail's
Nicolaleff  correspondent savs that the
Russian volunteer #leet cruisers Kazan and
erinosiay, ‘:ls'l',\‘i..: munitions of warv
e rines rot far east, have heen
sl to the l‘-..l"li sea as the possibility

their capture is feaved.

eIt

Royal Cooper \'il.w of Chicago,
president of the Pyle National Electric
Headlight Company, is dead at his
residence there. He was born at Og-

densburg, N. Y. Until seven years ago
he was general freight (raflic man-
ager of the Erie Railroad, and at one
time was president of the New York
Air Brake Company, ! i

A2
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G0 THEATR

b FIRE.

Some were Burned to Death, many were
Suffocated by Gas, while Life was
Trampled Out of Scores.

ALL WITHIN TEN MINUTES OF TIME.

1,300 People, Nearly all Women and Children, Were in the Iroquois
Theatre When the Fire Started---An Awful Panic Ensued
While the Roaring Flames Rapidly Spread---

Appalling Details of the Catastrophe.

(By Specral C. P. R, Wire))
Chicago. Ill., Dec. 30.—About 560
peonle were killed in ten minutes this

afternoon during a fire in the Iroquois
Theatre, the newesi, the largest, and
as far a: human power could make it,

the safest theatre in <Chicagu. Esti-
mates of dead and injured vary. The
police account of the dead is 536. The

estimate of the newspapers is 562. De-
sides this there are 55 people m’ssing
at midnight, the majority of whom are
probably among che dead in
morgue and various undertakers’ es-
tabli iiments. Eighty-s'x of the dead
have been positively identified. Nim‘t‘_\'-
two persons are known to be injured.

the

‘A few of the dead were burn-
ed to death by fire, many were
suffocated T gas, and scores weie
trampled to death in the panic that

followed the mad plunge of the fright-

ened audience for the exits. It will
be many hours before the number of
dead is accurately known, and many
days before all of them will be identi-
fied. ‘There are bodies lying by the
dozens to-night in the wundertakng
rcems. in the police stations, and in

from which nearly every-
reveal their identity
them best, is gone.
torn to rags
and their faces have
an unrecognizable
that fought and
as they fled for

&

the hospitals,
thing that could
to those who knew
The'r clothing
burned to cinders,
been trampled
puip by the

tramp’ed thein down
safety. ' :

is O!
nto

crowd
-~
2

AN AFTERNOON FIRE.

Conflicting Accounts as. to Its
Origin.

The fire broke out during the second
of the play “Mr. ‘Blue Beard,” the
production in the theatre since
The theatrical company,
very escaped to the
all of them,
to flee
g but their
A few members of
sustained minor injuries,
seriously hurt.
accounts of the origin
conflicting, and
but the
electric

act

first
its erection.
was

in
however,
the

stage

large,
nea r’\'
led

no tl“lhlf

which
street safety,

being compe nto
with
costumes.
company

were

Snow

the
but none

The
fire are
certain,
that
part
and

of the
none of them
given is
the
a p.ece of drop scenery
grounded, setting the scenery
ablaze. The fire spread rapidiy to-
ward the front of the stage, causing
the members of the chorus who were
then engaged in the perforinance to
flee to the wings with screams
terror,

best reason

an wire near lower

of broke

THE CURTAIN STUCK,
Enabl!ing the Flames to Spread With
a Terrific Roar.

The firve it
ot

been

itself up to this time was
serious and could
checked had the
curtain fa:led to
As soon as the
Eddie Foy, the comedian of the
pany, shouted to lower the curtain.
It descended about half way and then
stuck. The fire thus given
session of a flue through
draught set to the
had been thrown open in the frout
of the theatre. With a roar and a
bound the tflames shot out through the
opening over the heads of the people |
on the first floor and up to those in|
the first balcony. caught them and
burned them to death. Immediately
following this rush of flames
There Came an Expiosion

possibly have

not asbestos
work.
fire

was discovered,

come-

was pos-
which a

strong doors which

which lifted the entire roof of the
theatre {from its walls, shattering the
great skylight into fragments,

As soon as the flames first appeared |
beyond the curtain a man in the rear|
of the hall shouted * Fire! Fire!"|
and the entire audience rose as one |
person and made for the doors., Tt ‘s
believed that the explosion was caused
by the flames coming in contact with
the gas reservoirs of theatre, causing
them to burst,

Will J. Davis, manager of the thea-
tre, said, after the eatastrophe, that
f the people had remained in their
seats and had not been excited by the
cry of fire not a life would have been
lost. This. however, is coutrad clcdj

of |

by the statements of firemen, who
found the bodies of numbers of persons
Sitting in Their Seats,
their faces directed toward the stage
as if the performance was still going
on. Jt was the opinion of the fire-
men that these people were suffocated
at once by the flow of gas and fire
which came frcm behind the asbestos
curtain,

As near as cm be estimated at the
present time about 1,300 people were
in the theatre. Three hundred of these
were on the first floor, the balance be-

ing in the two upper balconies, and
in the hallways back of them. The
theatre is modelled after the Opera

Comique in Paris, and from the rear
of each balcony there are three doors
leadinrg out to passage ways towards
the front " of the theatre. Two of
these doorways are at the end of the
balcony. and one being in the centre.
The audience. in its rush for the outer
air, seems to have, for the greaier part,
chosen to flee to the left entrance!
and to attempt to make its way down
the easter: stairway, leading into the
loehby of the ”“"IU"'

DEATH TRAPS.

Greatest Loss of Life at the Balcony
Doorways.

Outside of the people burned and

suffocated by gas it 'was in these two
doorways «n the first and second bal-
conies that the greatest loss of life
occurred. When the firemen entered
the Lu.lding the dead were found
tretched in a pile reaching from the
head of the stairway at least eight feet
from the door back te a point about
five feet in the rear of the door. This

mass of dead bodes in the centre of
the doorway reached to with.n two
feet of the top of the passageway. All
of the corpses at this point were wo-
men and children.

The fight for life which must have
taken place at these two points, s
something that is simply beyond hu-
man power to adequately Jdescribo.
Only a faint idea of its horror could
be derived from the aspect of the
bodies as they lay. Women on top of
these masses of dead had been over-
taken by death as they were crawling
on their hands and Xnees over the
bodies of those who had died before.
Others lay with arms stretehed out
in the direction toward wh'ch lay life
and safety, holding in their hands
fragmeints of garments evidently torn
from others whom they had endeav-
ored to pull decwn and trampled under
foot as they fought for their own

lives,

AN APPALLING SIGHT.

Police and Firemen Working Amongst
the Layers cf Dead.

As the police removed layer afler
layer of dead in these doorways ih
sight became too much even for wue
pol'ce and firemen, hardened as toey
are to such scenes, The bodies were
in such an ivextricable mass and so
tighitly were they jamined be.ween the
sides of door and walls that ¥ was
liu-pu sible to lift them one by one anl
| carry them out. The only possible
th'nz to do was to seize a limb or some
cther portion of body and pull with
main strength. Men worked at
task with tears running down thoa
cheeks, and the sobs of the rescuers
could be heard even in the hall bel
where this awful scene was beun
enacted, A number of men weie com-

task and give
nerves had nol

peliel to abavdon their
‘t over o others who ¢

as vet been shaken,

As one by one the bodies were drag-
ged out of  water-soaked, blackened
masses of corpses, the spedtacle  be-
came more aul more  heartrending.
There were women whose clothirg was
torn  completely from their bodies
thove the waist, whose boson had
been trampled into a pulp, and whoo
faces were marred bavoad ail pown
of iderification,

Bodies lay ‘n the first and secoad
| baleconies in great numbers, in some
places they wel

Piled Up n the Aisles.

three and four de where o ad
fallen and others '.:'i;{nwx over the
nrostrate forms, and all  had died
where they lay, evidendly suffocated by
the gwsw Others were beiv over backs
of seatis, where they had been thrown
by the rush of vpeonle for the doors
and, killed with hardly a cFance to
raise from the'r chairs,

One masor was found with his back
bent nearly double. his spinal colonn
having been fractured as he was

thrown backwards. A woman was
found cw. nearly in half by the back
of a seat, she having been forced vver

it face downward-s.

In the aisles nearest to the doors the
scenes were harrowing in the extrene.
Bodies lay in every conceivabic atti-

tude, half-naked, the lcok on their
faces revealing some of the agony

which must have preceded itheir death.
Faces Trampled On.

There were scores and scores of
pecple whose faces had literally bee.
trampied completely off by the hceis
of those who ruthed over them, aul
in one aisle the body of a men was
found with hardly a vestige of c'oth-
ing or flesh above his wais« lize. The
entire upper portion of his body had
been cut into mircemem and carried
away by the feet of those who tram-
lpled himm. A search wa: carefully made
with a hope of finding his head, but
at a late hour to-night it had not pean
-dwsmu ed, and all that will ever tel?
his friends who he was is i1he color
laml appearance of his clothing on the
lower limbs, and this is n such a con-
CGition: as to be hardly recognizable,

AMONG THE DEAD.
Partial List of Those Who Lost Their
Lives. '

In the following partial list of the
dead, where no addresses is given, the
residence is Chicago.:

Hortense Lang, aged 16.

Irene Lang, aged 11, sister of above.
E. A. Wilson. ]
Mrs. W. T. Marsh.

Miss Gladys Stre. ton, Alpena Mich.
Louis 'Bushrell.

Mrs. A. Lake, 35 )l'.lla old.

Miss A. Donaldson, i8 years oid.

J. Battey, died at hospital.

Two boys with him thought to have
perished.

Mrs. Patrick O’Donnell, wf¢ of Pre-
sident of the O'Donnell & Duer Brew-
ing Company. '

Otto Wattman.

R. 'H. Coults.

Miss D. Howard.

Miss Ross, daughter of Dr. Ross.
Edith Horton.

Helen McCaughan.

Mrs. 'F. A. Merill.

Mrs. A. Sullivan.

Mrs. Minwegen, wife of Ald. John

Minwegen.

Mrs. Harbaugh.

Ann Fitzgibbon.

C. W. Forbush

Anna Sterling.

Three stage hands.

Flora'ing A. German, aerial perform-
er.

Ethel Blackman, 13 years old.

Unknown boy, S years,

Mrs. Cavanaugh.

Two unknown ‘women met
jumping from rear fire escape.

Louise Buchray.

Mary Walsh. '

Mrs. James D. Maloney.

iiss Spencer.

Ethel Jones, daughter of 8. .
Jones, attended the theatre with bro-
thers anrd sisters, two of whom are
missing and three accounted for. It

reported at Vaughan's seed store,
where the body was taken, that the
mother., an invalid, dropped dead
when she received the t'dings of her
daughter’'s death.

Mrs. John C. Kling.

Liliian Phillipson, 6 years,
A boy who lived at Lafayette,
Mrs. Foreman.

Wm. Rattley.

J. C. Johnson.

Wm. M. Rced, Waukegan,
Hoyt Fox.

Mrs. L. R. Butler.

S. Wardman.

Edmund W. Morton.

— Newby.

J. A. Kockems.

Mrs. Stern.

H. Donaldson.

Continmed on

and family.
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PPage Seven

New Year Snaps.

CALENDARS at hall price.

XMAS TORONTO GLOBE—
A few left at ball price.

JOHN MILLS
BOOK STORE,

x 398 Richmond St,

Phone 1065,




