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THE ALABAMA QUESTION.
There are grounds for believing 

that, notwithstanding the sanguine 
assurances of Mr. Reverdy Johnson, 
the Alabama difficulty is not going to 
be settled so quietly as the best 
friends of both Great Britain and 
America would wish. The fact is 
"undeniable that with a large portion 
of the citizens of the Republic, a war 
with England would be greeted with 
delight—and educated as many of 
them have been to regard the mother 
country as a once powerful nation, 
but now comparatively weak and in 
her dotage, their idea is that a fight 
with England would not be a matter 
of much account, and would soon re
sult in her signal deleat. The “al
mighty eagle” which,—according to 
those over whose interests it is sup
posed to keep a watchful eye,—can 
“flap its wings and crow over all crea
tion,” is, of course, too gallant a bird 
to be in the least intimidated by the 
old and effete lion whose claws (.vide 
4th July orations) were so badly 
picked at Monmouth and York town. 
Indeed, so insolent is the tone and 
bearing of the press and people of the 
States, that it looks almost as if this 
Alabama business was brought up on 
purpose to give an excuse for a quar
rel. It might have been settled long 
ago but for the shilly-shallying of Mr. 
Seward and the rest of the American 
Cabinet, who seem to have delayed 
its final settlement for some purpose 
of their own. A few of the leading 
men of the States have manifested a 
willingness to have the matter arran
ged on equitable terms, but as usual 
the noisy and turbulent spirits who 
have so much to say have managed to 
have the Alabama difficulty drag 
along its slow length for over thrfc 
years—and the end is not yet.

Mr. Reverdy Johnson is apparent
ly overdoing it in making himself so 
popular in England ; and this is the 
difficulty which now presents itself. 

r Had Mr. Johnson made fewer after- 
dinner speeches, and shown a cold 
shoulder to such men as Laird and 
Roebuck, the probability is that.the 
terms of the proposed Al bania treaty 
would have been agreed to by the 
United States and a peaceful settle
ment ensue. We are not surprised, 
under the circumstances, to„ sec the 
disfavor with which the proposed 
terms are looked upon by fhe majori
ty of the American people, who ap-

Eear to t. .nk that their ambassador 
as been “sol't-sawdered” by the as
tute cx-Secretary of State in England, 

Lord Stanley. Gen. Grant, if we 
are to believe the statement, has 
openly expressed his entire dissatis
faction with the treaty as it now 
stands ; and as he is shortly to be the 
ruling man in the States, his uttcr- 
ces have more than a passing signifi
cance. So far as England is concern
ed, jshe is not likely to alter the Ala- 

. bama treaty to suit every passing 
whim of the American politicians, 
and- certainly will not be bullied into 
any concession she may regard as un
fair to herself. If the two nations 
cannot agree, there is but the one al- 
ternative—and this alternative no pa
triot can desire. There arc certain 
signs looming up which have a por
tentous appearance—but for the pre
sent we can only wait and watch the 
progress of affairs—hoping for the 
best, but bearing in mind that 
“coming events” very often have an 
ugly way of ‘‘casting their shadows 
before.”

Capital Punishment. — The 
subject of capital punishment has 
again been brought before the Legis
lature of the State of New York by a 
bill for its abolition. The bill not 
only substitutes imprisonment for the 
galiows, but provides a Court of Re
view for all cases where there lias 
been a penalty of imprisonment for 
life, and tlic Governor, on the report 
of this Court, is empowered to change 
or modify the penalty as he may 
choose- - It^ would be hard to conceive 
a bill with more absurd features, or 
better calculated to give free rein to 
crime, and nullify all attempts of the 
Courts to secure its punishment. 
Legislators in several of the Ameri
can States seem to have gone mad, as 
well as in Ontario.

The Pall Mall Gazette, comment
ing On the chances that the Clarcndon- 
Johnson treaty will be rejected by our 
Senate, says : “ With the best inten
tions, Mr; Reverdy Johnson has evi
dently overstated the affection of the 
American people for England, and 
his countrymen arc naturally inclined 
to disprove his words as soon as may 
be by some exceptionally hostile act. 
The opportunity they are in want of 
is afforded by the right reserved to 
more than one-third of the Senate to i 
reject any treaty concluded by the 
Executive.”

American Finance.—The best 
proof of the forced resumption is af
forded by the apathy of the American 
people with rbgard to all financial 
schemes now before Congress. Every 
plan has been pioposed, every phase 
of the question has received the con
sideration of the press, but not one 
has as yet attracted the popular afc- 
*cJ}1lion- We think the United States 
will not find any solution to the prob
lem, other than that discovered by 
England in 1815-24, the natural 
course of events. All.artificial means 
will brourc to fail.

The Torrnto correspondent of the Mon
treal Star says that the mandate with
drawing ^he troops is already glorified 
over publicly by a certain class. It is 
not difficult to guess the clefs reierred 
to.

Q.RANDCONCERT!
Town Hall,’ Guelph,

On FRIDAY Ev’g, 5th of February

Under the Patronage of the Venerable Arch
deacon IPalmer i alto, the Worshipful 

Master and Masonic Fraternity 
of Speed Lodge.

MISS L. RHEMMlE
Respectfully announces that her First Annual 

Conckrt in this town will take place as above, 
assisted by the best Loctl Talent, Vocal 

and Instrumental. ■
S3" Tickets 25 cts each, reserved seats 50 cts., 

to be obtained at the Book and Music Stores, also 
at Miss Hhcminie’s residence, Waterloo Itoad.

For full particulars see Programmes.
Guelph, 28thIJanuary. dû

rjlWA HOURS AT HAME.,

THE ROOF of 8T. PATRICK'S HALL 
FALLEN IN !

NARROW ESCAPE OF HUNDREDS OF 
LIVES l !

A deplorable accident, by which sever
al persons are supposed to have been ser
iously injured, if not killed, occurred 
shortly after midnight on Wednesday 
night, through the falling in of a large 
portion of the roof of St. Patrick’s Hall,
The Concert of Les Commis Marchands 
had taken place in the earlier part of the 
evening, and afterwards, dancing was 
commenced. About 2,000 people had 
been present at the concert, and a large 
part of them remained, when,shortly after 
midnight, a cry was raised that the roof 
was giving way. It seems that about 12

’clock, while the company were engaged 
in a waltz, then numbering about 160, 
they were startled by a short, sharp 
crack, as of a pistol shot, in the roof, di
rectly over their heads. Not much notice 
was taken of this till a few minutes af
ter, when a second report was heard, 
louder than the first,and pieces of plaster 
began to fall. At this moment, Mr. Ras- 
trick, whose rooms are beneath the Hall, 
came running up, and told the superin
tendent to have the room cleared at once.
A panic now seized the people,and a rush 
was made towards the stairs. The ex
cellent facilities for egress which the 
Hall afforded,in two wide flights of stairs, 
leading out upon Craig street, and Vic
toria Square, allowed the room to be 
cleared in a surprisingly short space of 
time, and without much difficulty, else a 
number of lives must have been lost. The 
flight of the company was hastened by 
the increasing noise of the breaking roof, 
and hardly had the room been cleared, 
whan the entire root' iell iu with a tre
mendous crash.

t Mr. Rastrick was cut by falling plaster,
Constable McCormick was struck in the 
mouth by a piece of cornice, which 
knocked out his front teeth. Mr. Daniel 
Joyce, who liad charge of the refresh
ments, was wounded severely in the chest 
by falling timber and Mr. Kerrigan re
ceived some cuts about the head. The 
firemen were quickly on the spot, but 
fortunately no fire occurred. Mr. Perry 
and Chief Bertram, accompanied by Dr.
Kingston, made a caretul survey among 
the debris to ascertain if any person re
frained ; but they left perfectly satisfied 
that every one had succeeded in escap
ing. Before the arrival of the firemen,
Mr. B. Tanzy assisted in bringing out 
four women, two men and a child, whom 
he found near the refreshment tables, 
powerless from fright, and who had been 
miraculously preserved beneath some 
beams.

An examination of tho ruins shows two 
upper flats to be almost a complete 
wreck. The great weight of roof failing 
from such a height caused it to break 
through portions of the hall floor, into 
the room beneath. The whole length of 
the flight of stairs, on the side of the 
Victoria Square is covered with rubbish.; 
and a huge mass of timbers having brok
en through the floor, hangs threatening
ly over the landing, looking as though 
tho slightest movement .would precipi
tate it into the shops below. What was 
last night a hall, presents now an inde
scribable scene of wreck and confusion.
Tho large statue of St. Patrick which 
surmounted the wall on Victoria Square, 
fell inwards and lies prostrate among the 
ruins. The building was probably pre
vented taking fire by James Kerrigan, 
care-taker of the hall, turning off the gas.
Some of the dancers were unwilling to 
leave the hall, even when repeated cracks 
denoted the impending catastrophe, and 
it was in trying to get these ont that 
constables McCormick and Hague found 
themselves shut in, and only escaped by 
breaking out of a window. There was a 
report in circulation of some boys still 
being missing, but it does not seem to be 
credited. Messrs. Hutchinson, Brush &
Spiers, architects, have been appointed to 
enquire into the accident. The prevail
ing opinion seems to be that the iron roof 
was altogether too heav.y^^the amount
of support afforded. ... V first-class Melodcorl

lne Leader s despatch state that two* * <*;*«) for sale. Apply n 
persons were kilhd outright, and thirty lv,‘ * ,aR“
others injured. _______

OYS WANT*

gawtiscwntsi.
àttemtïoïùT

All debts due by par
ties at the Rutherford 
House, and not paid this 
month, will be put into 
Court for collection.

R. RUTHERFORD.
Feb. 4,1869.

WOULD intimate that as their Mr. Thomson is retirini 
must bo sold and the business wound up.

lly «
Town Hall, Guclnli, on Honda)' and 

Wednesday, Feb. 8 and 10.

KEJsrajEDY'a

SONGS OF SCOTLAND
In addition’ to a choice selection of Songs, Mr: 
Kennedy will\recite on Monday “WATTY AND 
M EG, or, IIow to cure a Scolding Wife.”
I’lANOFOItT#, - . MISS KENNEDY

Admission 25c„ reserved 50c. Tickets can he 
had at the stores. Doors open at seven, Concert 
to commence at eight.

Guelph, 26th January. 4dw2

VALENTINES !
IjrALyriNEs, valentines.

Tho dflkttcntion of the public generally is called 

to a very Xdlarge assortment just received from 

theeities.Suc-liJbiiegiint emfdema of love and 

affection could «Mot possibly bo obtained ex

cept at this Store. i-c being low they

are within the readier all. In design they arc pro

nounced to be really elegant. Blow is the time 

for those wishing to innnifeat their En d le as 

aflee.ion to examine the very extensive Shock.
„v AT DAY’S

Guefph, Feb. 5.
BOOKSTORE,

MEELODKON #11 SALE.

rho of Bell, Wood < 
id office.

Kincardine Salt Well.—Mr. W 
Raatell, Reeve, of Kincardine, called at 
this office yesterday (Thursday) and in
formed us that the salt spring at that 
place promises to be a splendid paying 
concern to the owners. The full depth 
cf the well is 913 feet, and they have cut 
through-13 feet 8 inches of the solid rock, 
which now yields from 25 to 27 barrels 
per day. What has been done as yet is 
merely preliminary, and it is fully ex
pected that when all the operations are 
completed in the spring, a yield of not 
less than 50 barrels per day will be easily 
extracted. Mr. Rastell left with us a spe
cimen of the salt, which is pure in color, 
fine in quality, and of course possessing 
the genuine saline taste. In this coun- 
try, salt is an absolute necessity on 
farms ; cattle of all kinds require it once 
a week, otherwise they fall off in condi
tion and eventually become diseased. In 
every household, and in many branches 
oi business salt is an article of great'im- 
portance, and it is therefore gratifying to 
see this article pf prime necessity exist
ing ami being manufactured in Canada.

To- day was one of tho best, if not Inc 
best market day this year. Over 10,000 
bushels of wheat, and large quantities of. 
barley, peas, oats, hay, hogs,Ac., came in. 
The sleighing is capital, and so long as 
this continues we will have a lively 
tnarket. <

B

Sale of Cloths and Clothing !
STILL ooiisro on:

A. fBÜIÜiFâ CH.
i retiring from business, the whole of their] sloe 
To facilitate this, they have determined tof

Commence a Clearing Sale on Mon(lay]21st Dec,,
\fhen they will offer their immense stock of

Cloths and Clothing,
Shirts, Drawers, Hats, Caps, &c.

AT COST AND UNDER. As this is a rare opportunity of securing first-class Goods at auction 
prices, they would recommend all to take advantage of the great bargains which shall be given.

S3-There will positively be no credit given during this sale. All.,indebted to the firm are ree 
pectfolly requested to call and settle their accounts .at once.

A. THOMSON & CO
Guelph 5th February dw

impobtant notice.

THE AUCTION SALE
Of Dry Goods, Clothing, &c.,

AT THE RUTHERFORD HOUSE
Will close to-morrow, Saturday Evening. • '

INTENDING PURCHASERS
will please take tote, and avail themselves of the bargains to be secured on this occasion. 

Guelph, February 5. dw H

PROSPECT XT B
' OF

CUTHBERT’S
Circulating Library.
rE Subscriber lias pleasure in announcing 

the establishment Df a Library for public 
circulation. This is a want that is very much . 
needed in Guelph, and from the conviction that 
it will be an advantage to the public—one which 
will be felt and apprcciated—its institution is 
undertaken. The best incentive to profitable " 
reading and research is some object or prize 
apart from the object of developing the mental 
faculties, titudy pursued simply with the latter 
object in view is difficult and irksome, and not a 
few arc frightened to undertake the task, when 
they consider the time, patience and labour in
volved in the acquisition of extensive knowledge.
To lessen the inllucnee of such an idea, the sub
scriber proposes :

1st—To give free access to his Library for the . 
small sum of $1.00 per year, payable in advance. 
The Library- consists of a largo collection of 
STANDARD WORKS - Biographical, Historical, 
and Philosophical ; the Novels of the best 
authors ; and all the Magazines and Reviews, 
Papers and Periodicals worth having, of English, 
American and Canadian publication, will found 
in connection with this Library.

2nd—At the end of the year, prizes shall be 
awarded for the best essays on three distinct 
subjects—said subjects to be submitted by the 
subscribers.

3rd—The information necessary to the essayists 
to enable them to write on any of the subjects 
that shall be subinittcd, shall be fully within the 
scope of the Library. ,

4th—The essays shall be referred to a committee 
of gentlemen, thoroughly competent to examine 
them and decide upon their merit.

5th—According to the decision of the Com
mittee, so shall the prizes be awarded.

6th—The prize essays shall remain the pro
perty of the subscriber, who alone shal possess 
the right of publishing theqi.

* 7th—Every one, upon payment of one dollar, 
has the right to compete foi- any of the prizes, or 
for all of them.

8th—As this enterprise is being established for 
the purpose of giving rise to a healthy mental 
competition amongst those who may choose to 
subscribe to the Library, it is thought advisable 
not to receive less, than ten written prfpcrs on 
any of the subjects that shall he submitted, 
while it is desirable that every member should 
compete for one or more of the prizes offered.

9th—Tho value of the prizes shall not be less 
than $35.00 in cash, which shall be awarded in 
cash or otherwise at tlic option of th,c successful : 
competitors.

10th—Any person in any part of1' the coimtr 
may become a member, provided he or she can 
conform to the. rule of not retaining a book longer 
than cue month. To those residing in Guefph 
and vicinity the time allowed . shall be two

11th-Tlic Subscriber.having made arrange
ments with some of the largest publishing houses 
both in England and the United States, to be 
constantly in the "receipt of every new work that, 
comes out, he is confident that nothing shall be 
wanting on his part to make the enterprise a per
fect success.

SUBJECTS :
The best exposition of “ Kant’s Critique of. Pure 

Reason.” Prize, $50.
The best Essay on Political Economy, and that 

system of it most adapted to the interests of 
the Dominion of Canada^ Prize, $60.

The best Essay off Education. Prize, |50.

His books of reference now Are the newest and 
of the most i‘\;Kinsive kind, consisting of the 
Popular Encyclopedia—in itself a complete 
library—a Biographical Dictionary, a Chrono
logical Diotionaiy, and Webster’s Unabridged 
Dictionary.

One thousand subscribers arc anticipated. 
Tlic number, already obtained, previous to any 
public an noun zumviit.is exceedingly encouraging.

R. CUTHBERT.
N.B. -Cuthbert’a Library is not intended to 

conflict with any public institution, but on the 
contrary will have a tendency to promote the 
usefulness of all existing libraries..

Four steady boys wanted to sell the Evening 
Mercury. Apply at tins office.

NOT1CE.

The undersigned hereby gives notice, that he 
will not ho responsible for any debts contracted 
iu his name by any one, except on his own "per
sonal or written authority.

M. SIIEWAN,
Arcade. Toronto, Feb. 6, 69. Bookseller.

hotel arrivals,
coflsox"hovse,''

UuKLrn, Fob. 4lli,18Gf>.
J. C. Townsend, New Jersey ; T, M. Leete: 

Tbos. Holbly, Brampton ; John McLeod, 
J. W. Davis, Hamilton ; Win. Smith, Dur
ham ; Angus McDonald, John McLay, Wm. 
Fraser and Wife, Miss M. B. Fisher, David 
\V ulker, Walkerton ; J. Collard, James Bain, 
Toronto ; \\ m. Currie, Jas. Harper, J. Mc
Dougall, Allan Ritchie,Montreal ; Jas. Trout, 
Mealord ; Jasper Bates, Clarksburg ; Joseph 
Barber, Georgetown ; W. H. Richardson, 
Ogdensburg ; John Townsend, Harry Town
send and Wife, Burnet Townsend, George 
Townsend, Alfred Riel, A.JCharleswortb.agt. 
Miss Florence ToWnsend, Miss Constance 
Townsend.

RAG CARPET WEAVING.

Tho subscriber is prepared to do all kinds of 
Rag Carpet Weaving. All orders left at his shop 
will be promptly filled. * *

JAMES MITCHELL,
Feb 4 Stdlw Opp. Red Mill. Waterloo Road.

rjlWENTY BOYS

Wanted immediately. —Apply at SHARI’E’S 
SEED STORE.

Guelph, Jan. 29, 1809. dotf

piGS STRAYED.
Strayed from tho subscriber, Guelph, two largo 

white pigs, one a barrow, with part of both ears 
off", the other white, with-ear torn by a dog. Any 
person finding them will be suitably rewarded.

GEORGE PATTERSON. 
Guelph, 3rd February, dtf

MARRIAGE!
Howard-Smith—At Guelph, on the 4»h inst 

by the Rev. W. F. Clarke, Mr John Howard 
to Mrs Jane Smith, all <>f Guelph.

Pennock—Rkid—On tho 28th ult., at the resi
dence of the bride’s father, by the Rev. J. 
McMillan, Ira Pcnnock, Esq.; to Miss Mary 
Reid, second daughter of William Reid, Esq., 
nil of Egrcmont. . 1

Joyck-^Mahtin—By the Rev. J. Wilson, on the 
l$th ult., at the resiiem-o oT the bride's 
brotlicr-in-law(Mr.H. Johnston £ Mr William 
Joyce, of Toronto, to Mm Ruvlinel Martin, 
of Bronte.

Hard bottle Coi-uxo-On the 27th ult., at the 
residence of the bride's father, by the Rev. 
« " Çjackstock, of Milton, Mr John C. 
Hardbottle to Sarah, third daughter of John 
Lolling, Esq., all of LowviUe. No cards.

JXSOLVjENT ACT OF 1864 & 1865

In the matter of George Leslie, late of the village 
of Acton, an insolvent.

The creditors of tlic insolvent arc notified to 
meet at my office. Xt>. 83 Front Street, Toronto, 
on the 17ih day of February instant, at one 
o’clock p:in., for the public examination of the 
insolvent, and the ordering of liisesUtc generally.

And tlic said insolvent is hereby notified to. 
attend tlic said meeting.
• Dated at Toronto this second day of February, 
1869. THOMAS CLARKSON,

12VI Official Assignee

rjTOWN OF GUELPH.
Tenders will tic- received at this office until 

SATURDAY EVENING the 13thInst, for sup
plying tjjc, Corporation with

Coal Oil for the current year.
TERMS -Price at per gallon, to be measured 

Oil delivery.
JAMES HOUGII, Town Clerk. 

Town,Clerk’s Office, )
.Guelph, 3rd February, 1866 J dti

Speed Lodge, No. 180.
A rnilE Regular Monthly Meeting of Speed L Ledge, No. 180, will tie held in the 

Masonic Hall, over the Bank of Com- 
' ▼ Vm,ercc. on Tuesday Bv’ng next, 
February 9, 1869, at half-past 7 o'clock. Bv 
order. R. CUTHBERT,

Guelph, Fel>. t, 1869. d2t Secretary.

DOMINION SALOON
FSESB GYSTKSS I
OF the best quality always on hand, and served 

up in all styles at short notice ; also for sale 
by the keg or can. The Bar is supplied with Li

quors, Wines, Ales and Cigars, of the choicest 
brands, likewise with the favorite drink, “Torn 
and Jerry." SST LUNCH between the hours ot 
12 noon and 3 p. m.
n , , , , DENIS bunyanOuclplj, 11 th October ( it

Any account remaining 
unpaid in my books on the 
15th February, 1869, will, 
without any reservation or 
distinction of person, be 
handed into A. A. Baker, 
Esq., who will receive the 
amount with costs.

,*.Seb. 3,1869.
JOHN HOGG,

Golden Lion, Guelph.

xyy OYSTER PANIC XXX
AT WILKINSON’S.v

PLATT & CO’S BALTIMORE OYSTERS !
RETAIL at reduced prices. WHOLESALE at reduced prices.

oucijib, 3ni l-ebrutry. a» GEORGE WILKINSON, Sole Agent.

NEW CROP TEAS
And BRIGHT SUGARS at

J. & D. MARTIN’S.

OYSTERS!
Of the most approved brands, received by £x 

press from day to day, at WALKER’S Oyster De
pot, on Wyndham Street. Although thé delicious 

bivalves are not exactly

Given Away !
The price is made to conform to the times, ami 

Fink Enron Oysters may be purchased on the 
most moderate terms, either in kegs, cans or mea

sured ont

By PAILFULLS
All Oyster-eaters are well aware that II. WALK

ER is the Sole Agent in Wellington for the great 
fishing firm of Neptune, Amphithite & Co., and 
that they employ theirmost sagacious and experi 
èneed Tritons in keeping up the supply of Prime

At H. Walker’s
It sa well-known fact, that at Walker's, anil there 
only, can the choicest quality of Oysters bo pur 
ehasod. Bring your bowls, bring yonr basins 
bring your pails and get them filled atWalker's.

On WYNDHAM STREET
There never was anch a season lor OYSTERS, 

and never such Oysters as Walker is now serving 
out, sound, sappy and savory.

Guelph, Jan. 27.
HUGH WALKER, 

Opposite English Church

FRESH BISCUITS.

ARROWROOT, ABERNETHY,
GINGER NUT, OYSTER CRACKER. 

VICTORIA, FRUfT, WINE, and
cracknel Biscuits

ENGLISH JAMS,
GREENGAGE, PLUM,

■ RASPBERRY, GOOSEBERRY.
STRAWBERRY AND

CURRANT JAMS

BRIGHT SMOKING AND BEST CHEWING, at

. J.&D.MARTIN’S.
Guelph, 30th January. do6

A. R. McMASTER & BRO.,
ARE NOW OPENING THEIR

FALL IMPORTATIONS,
And will lie glad to sec their friends and customer at

32 YONCE STREET, _____ \__ ________ __
, TORONTO.

Toronto,;§Qitember 1, dwtf

dbMD apfles

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR,
NEW IIONEY

STILTON CHEESE’

AT JOHN A. WOOD’S
Guelph, 26th January. * dw

EW METHOD F JU THE PIANO.N
Ahead of -all competitors is RICHARDSON'S 

NEW METHOD FOR THE PIANOFORTE, 
being the only book the teacher requires, and the 
book every pupil'is attracted to. 150,000 copies 
already sold and the demand greater than ever 
30,00<> copies now selling every year. Its lessons 
are adapted to pupils of all ages, and its exercises 
attractive and useful in every stage of advance
ment. This- book lias on account of its actual 
merit, become the standard work oj piano in 
struct ion, and the only one which every well- 
informed tcrtelicr and scholar uses. Price, 
$3.75. Sent post-paid <>u receipt of price. O. 
DITSOX & CO., Publishers, 277 Washington 
Street,Boston. C. U. D1TSON & CO., 711 Broad
way, New York.

Boarding asddaï school for 
ŸouNti ladies.

CHUPCH-ST. - - - CUELPH

MISS WIQHTMANbegs to announce that her 
school will re-open (D. V.) on the 4tb of 

January, 1869.
Guelph, 2itii Decanter. a


