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with him, and welofflned Him 'hotne 
meet heartily.

-I am glad to eee you, Basil.” he 
«aid. "I aeeur# you that some of ue 
have foiind the past tew days very 
tong ones. We have had a very un
pleasant, anxious time of U aince we 
parted. I am thankful it is over. There 
remains a duty perhaps even more 
disagreeable, and that is to tell you a 
story which I wcratd tain have buried 
in oblivion.”

“A storyl” repeat^ Sir B^sil. Thia,
then, was what Hettie meant wtién 
she said "they" had something to tell 
him.

“You will always remember, Basil, 
tiiat It A I who have, kept this secret 
from you. It5 was by mr desire, my 
Vlsh that nothing was said. Leah 
would have had It otherwise, it I had 
let her have her own way. 116 fault, 
if there be any fault, lias with me. 
You can Judge when I have told yon. 
Let me add this—if anything which I 
tell you should bo-adverse to your 
tastes and opinions, you are "as tree 
as air, Leah would not bind you. You 
have only to say the word."

“Nothing can free me from Leah,” 
he said; and, Sir Arthur, in his eatls-

I faction at the words, did not notice the 
tone_of the speaker’s voice.

“Thank Heaven for that! Now listen 
to my story, Basil. I wllL begin from 
my earliest recollection of the one 
being I loved better than the whole 
world—my little sister.”

He did not think it strange that 
■ Sir Basil turned his face to the win- 
i dow, so that no change passing over 

it could be "seen.
At first Sir Basil seemed Hardly to 

realize the words he heard—they 
passed over him as it were; then they 
began to strike on his brain. Some 
faint glimmer of the truth came, to him 
when he heard the name of Martin 
Ray—enough to turn him faint and 
dizzy, to make his heart beat wildly.

He never forgot that hour. From the 
window he saw the sunshine on the 
distant hills and woods, on the hare 
branches of the trees, on the white 
stone terraces and the evergreens; a 
little robin redbreast flew up and 
down; the wind blew the brown ; 
branches of a dead guelder-rose : 
against the window-panes. He never , 

■forgot one detail.'
The general’s voice went on in dull } 

monotone; and presently Sir Basil’s 1 
attention was caught and riveted by i 
the üamee of Leah and Hettie, the i 
two fair sisters. He listened intently i 
as the general told him, with some t 
dramatic skill, the story of the choice « 
thgy made. He was back again with t 
Martin Ray in fancy, listening to this 1 
same relation, but told in so different t 
a fashion; and he remembered with S 
a. bitter pang that when Martin Ray 
recited the story he (Sir Basil' had, a 
condemned Leah—he had Judged her h 
cold and selfish; he had admlfed Het
tie, the daughter who clung to her “ 
father, a thousand times more than ti 
her who had left him. And y 
now the girl whom in his own mind y 
he had considered selfish and heartless tl 
was she whom he was to make his M 
wife. He blamed himself that he had tl 
not discovered the truth; it all seemed lc 
now so easy to understand. He could el 
not even imagine how he had been so w
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Regent Wool.blind, save that it had never occurred 

to him to connect Martin Ray and his 
family with the general’s household.

While these thoughts ran riot 
through hie brain, the general went on 
with hie story, and Sir Basil listened 
in ellence to the end.

It was true then; he the most un
fortunate of men, stood between these 
two loving slaters. He loved one with 
hie whole heart, and he was bound In 
honor to marry the other, and both 
loved him. Was there ever such a mis
fortune such a fate? He was silent 
from sheer excess of despair. Whot 
could have thought that the beautiful, 
queenly woman and the fair, winsome 
girl were sisters—one the very queen 
of beauty and fashion, the other earn- i 
lng her living and supporting her ' 
father by teaching? Fate must have | 
been laughing at them when It led, 
him to Southwood.

The general wondered at his silence, 
and, when he had finished his story, 
waited for his young companion to 
speak. Still, Sir Basil tot with hid 
face to the window, silent add still.' f

“You will understand,” said Sir Ar
thur, "that It was no question of so-i
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fT "Say- that I will be there In a few 
[minutes," was the reply; and the man 
j went away.

Sir Basil turned to Hettie.
[■ “Let me take you to the house,’’ he 
j told. “You muet not remain here.”
■ “I cannot go. You muet leave me 
[here. I cannot walk," she eald ; “I 
| cannot stand. Do you not , see how I 
[tremble? Yon muet leave me.”
! He looked terribly distressed.

“My darling!” he began.
.But she held up her hand.i
“Hush, Basil!" ehe said. “Remem- 

>ber, you are Leah*» lover.”
! , "I will not leave you, Hettie,” he 
! said. “You will faint"
; “No; do not fear; listen to me. It 
will be-all : tor. the best You go now. 
No one will know that you have seen 
■ie, and they will tell you the story. 
We must meet after that as strangers.
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but «

"Heaven knows that no man was 
lever more puzzled or more unhappy 
! than I," he eaid.
; Her eyes were dim with tears as she 

1 watched him—Leah’s lover; and then, 
i as he went slowly down the terrace, a 
■mist seemed to rise before her; she 
; swayed to and fro, staggered, and, 
■ helpless, fell suddenly to the ground.
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As he passed quickly through one 
-of the side-halls of Brentwood, Sir 
; Basil caught a glimpse of his face In 
I» mirror, and started hack, almost 
i frightened, by his own reflection. Was 
that haggard face hie? He! stood still 

ifor a few minutes before he went to 
I the library, to endeavor to collect 
[himself, to drive the weird shadows 
i from his face and eyes, to clear his 
'brain. Then, when he was In some 
imeasure himself, he went at once to
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turned Sir Arthur. "Affairs have 
changed considerably of late years. 
Martin has been like a lion with hie 
teeth drawn; bet, when my poor sis
ter ran away with him, he wae a 
power In the land.”

Sir Basil was thinking deeply. He 
decided that It-would be much better 
for him not to mention that he had 
even seen or known Martin Ray— 
much better for the whole sad etory 
•hould be burled and done with for-] 
ever- Vet, ae he framed these thoughts, j 
he was daze! and blind with his 
great misery. What manner of life lay 
before him—loving ofie sister, marry
ing the other, and the one he loved 
always near him?

(To be
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