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Happiness

A Heavy cost !

cm'mn XXIV.
IT WAS NOT TO BE.|

I dare not g0 to her yet! Some in-
stinct tells me that she would like to
be alone with her trouble—to fight
with her great temptation--and con-
quer it if she can.,

And, meantime, unconscious alike
of my presence and Adaie’s departure,
the other actor in this misersble l1it-

—tle drama remains as she has left him,
his anguish-stricken face buried in his
hands! 22

One logk atithat *handsome 'bowed
head, and all the bitterness and re-
sentment in my heart disappear. A
strong man in the first agony of & bit-
ter . grief—a grief for which, as "1t
seéems to me, there is no help either
in‘iﬁ‘heaven or earth, is not one to es-
ctée my sympathy; and, laying my
hand on his shoulder, I force him to
me’et my eyes. '

",Lesley, is it you, child?” he uu,

my hands in a ;rup tlnt
mikes me wince. “You: kfiow
trbnble," he presently adds,”
my‘ face with those da.nmulty hl-
clglttlng dark eyes of his. "Wlll yﬂ
telt me what is to be done? You.are's
kifd-hearted little soul, and you pity

laide for me and persiade her——"

“That wrong is right? I m a
trifie sarcastically. “Believe'me, Ern-
est, it would be waste of breath. She
is;right, and you know it as wel as 1
do:”

“Right?” is the bitter reply. “Right
in:striving to ruin her happiness and
mife, too, I suppose? Don’t be =0
hard and pitiless. That I did wrong in
not'taking steps to prove the invalid-
ity of that marriage before 1 ever

. spoke to your sister of love, I admit.
But if I live T will prove it yet” ~

"Ca.n it be proved?” I ask, at a loss
as to whether it is truth he is:telling
me, Or ‘whether he is’ strtv'lng to de-
ceive me. . : 2

“It shallibe proved. - It she will but

Se’curod |
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'!\ﬂlhldhmwﬂdudgny,-ul-
padly Wﬂoﬂ and extravagant, 1
admit” he goes on. “But surely my
follies were heavily punished when I
learned that the woman I had married
was-a notorious ggventuress, .with

whose name; and character the papers
and police og,ru Vwore only too fa~

“In one awful flash of enlighten-
ment, as hef real name and identity
were revealed to me, I saw the uiter
shifpwreck I had made of my life, and
my idiotic infatuation died out on the
spot.

"Had anything been wanting to add
to my degradation and disenchant-
ment, the glimpse of her antecedents
which the trial revealed would have

- been sufficient.

“My wisest course—I see it all too
plainly now—would. have been to have
taken stéps to have had the marriage
set aside at the time. But as my name
had not tratspired in connection with
‘the affair, I shrank from letting the
world into my secret: I ought to
have npudhhdm connection 5:-om
the first; but, instead of this, when
that woman ‘who-called herself Maud
Lennox came to me at the end of her
term of imprisonment, and claimed
‘Her.vight to my name and support,

villfll«ll to purchase her silence at
'any  price.

_“Nothing on earth could have in-
duced me to own her as my wifé; but
from thme to time I complied with her
deémands for money; and, at last, feel-

me,; I know. Won't you talk 'tb Ades & that England was not. - large
"1 enough to hold us both, I offered her

a-large sum on condition that she
wotld leave it never to return. Tempt-
ed by the money; she closed with my
offer; and a few weeks later the ship
in which I supposed her to have sail-
ed for Australia was lost dat sea.

“With a thrill of pity, of horror, and
relief, I read her name in the lost of
drowned, and once more I began to
breathe freely! Once more I felt
t!mt I could lift up my head among
my fellow men, and look the world in
the face without fear or shame. About
this'time my father died; and, 2 sad-
ﬂa}..nnd ‘2 wiser man, I came back to
“Hsubury and settled down to the
)puctwe that had been his.

“A dmbt of my freedom—of that
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woman’s death—never once crossed
my mind, until one day, nearly' two
years later, when a visitor walked
into my office, and, pn liftinc her wveil,
Maud Lennox, whom I had so long
believed to be lying dead at the bot-
tom of the sea, stood before me, sneer-
ing at my surprise, taunting my cred-{
ulity, and fastening upon me once
more. like the harpy that she was.

- “The miserable truth was but too
plain.
had permitted me to pay her passage |
money;
never intended to leave the country:
and now the bribe I had paid for hq
silence being gone, she came :to me
for more.

“If I had loathed and hated her be-
fore, I hated her a thousand times
more, pow thgt I saw her sunk—de- h
graded as she Was—with all-the marks
of an evil life,»and the hideous symp-
toms of incipient madness in her ev-
ery word and look. A tew monfhh
later her malady decjared 1tselt &li
she was a ravmg maniac! T had hor
renioved to an asylum, where she re-
mained for some time. By and by uﬁ;
ports of her improvement reached me,
and later on—supposed to be cured—
she came béick to the world.

"The improvement was but tempor-
ary, however. Her mind’ was perman«
ently affected, though her symptoms|
had undergone a complete changfe;
from uncontroflable violence she had
sunk into a condition of hopeless:
melancholy, and in this state she has
ever-since remained. !

: “Not knowing what else to do with
her, I took the cottage in which she
still lives, and engageg Mrs. Martin,
who, without knowing what claim

her chargé can possibly ‘have upom}

me, has always: been’faithful‘ to mp
interest to look after her.
“Until I met Adelnlde. the quost!ow
of the lega.hty or nonlegllity ot that
marriage never troubled me. The pos-
sibility of my ever wishing to marry

3 fered

To quiet my - suspicions /.she |

but from the -first she had |

be"mdotmeotherlort.lhadhd

enough and to spare! ~That any wo-{
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touch my heart, hardly to excite a
Mwhmwﬂ.xmm
boum poume until my darling came
mnomwnhamum
that was-bright and ‘gure in woman-
hood. s

*I loved her from the beginning!
Call me a romantic sentimentalist if
you please!” he adds, fising from his
seat and pacing the floor impatiently;
“but with my very first look into that

dear face the thoughi came to me that |

1 had met my wifel”

“Oh, Hrnest, if you had only been
free to marry her!” I reply, my heart
aéhln(u!tmnkotsunehum-
“You would. have made hor
very happy, .1 thmk. for lho loves you
so-well.”

“Free'” he repeatn “I was ., free!
N6’ One }n their senses would think of
regarding that mmrable marriage as
binding or legal. What kind of a wife
‘hds:that woman ‘Beén'ito me? What
‘duty or consideration do I owe her?

W but for the adverge fate that
hronxht that meddling curate across
her path, my darling-would have been
very-happy with me, in spite of every-
thing!” he replied. ' “I had  made ar-

angements for quilting Hanbury be-
fore. our marriage: -was announced;
andif I could have got hér away be-
fore this contretemps ‘happened, all
might have been well, in spite of that
migerable old story in my past!”

“But it was not to be,” I reply;
“gnd thank Heaven that {t was not!
It is : poor Mnmmth&t 48 -built-en
a base of falsehood; and fancy what |
Addie’s feelings would-tmve been had

~| this revelation corie upon her a few
‘{ years hence instead of now!”

) “Miserable little” fatalist!” he ro-
'Dlies; halt passiondtely; "Half despd‘r-
ingly, “and  do you thifkk that I will
ever give her up? Do you think that
this is to be the end 7’

This is precisely-the question I am
asking myself, afd my heart dies
faintly within me as I wonder how
and when the end is-tocome.

* 7 » b o » E

“For the next tew da.ys Adelaidé
keepa her room entire!y—paruy for
the reason that she.is too.ill to-leave
it, and partly that-she is struggling
for strength to bear the dresdful sense
of calamity that’is overwhelming her;
and, although Mr. Warden comes ev-
ery day to Deepdene she is firm in
her refusal to see him.

.“There is pothing to be. gained by
going over. the old ground; by suffering

it the: dreadful p'ai'n' of ‘parting’ ‘afresh!”

Al e the invariable rop!y to his passion-
au entreaties for jut one more in-
g'erﬁow.

“I could not trust my judgment

| with his dear face before my eyes, his
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“'loved voice in ‘my ears!” is the bitter

little confession with which she one
day receives the message I bring her;
‘amd with a set,  white look on ‘his

{ isndsome face that has grown go hard

‘and reckless of lste, Mr. Warden 1is
compollod to depart dny after day as
hopeless as he came.

“She never:cared for me, or she

" eon!dnotmolherhur;mmnmo

now!” he exdnhnl. one d/ when
hopo and pstioncq are alike exhausted.
“My sin looks very black to her now;

| but the day will come when  she will | .
kiiow that, bad as I am, I.am not so |

nrymncl; -worse ﬂun-other mon"' ;
“Ad 1 mc,m and you|
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(Militla, Orders No. 16, by J. R. Bennett, Esq.,
Minister of Militia.)

Leave of Absence to Men in
_Class 1 Under Milifary
- Service Aect 1918.

FF 'r"\"

On the recommendation of .the Military Service

3 Board; leave of absence without pay until Tuesday, the

¢ 156th day of October next, is granted to all men in

Class:1:who have been ordered by the Registrar under

the*Military Service Act, 1918, to report at the Ar-
mouf'?“for duty on Septemiber first,

W. F. RENDELL, Lieut.-Col,
Chief Staff Officer, Dept. Militia.
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By attacks east of Beaucourt were

ISH FOLLOW UP THEIR SU
CESS.

LONDON, Aug. 23.

By the A P.)—The British armi

8 evening are vigorously followin
their success of to-day which a
tly has been one. of the mo
strons ever experienced by tH
ans. The Germans have lod
tches of ground and numero
jwhs. The British have taken thous
ands of prisoners and large quantitie
of guns and material. T6 the sout
of Miraumont the British have cross
g@éthe Ancre River and have pushed
{ enemy forces back in the direction
0!1 Coucelette. Already Field Ma
gﬂl Haig’s forces are reported south
gast of Grandecourt. The British hava

hed Hamelincourt and are push-itie

& towards Ervillers, St.
iselles. © The British troops seemfif
progressing well up the road
m Albert to Bapaume, south of the
Sonpne. © Thirty officers and 1,500 of
othér ‘Tanks have been taken prison-
%by the British.

FRENCH TAKE PRISONERS.

PARIS, Aug. 23.
(Havas.)—Between the Oise and the
Aisne during the advance of Wednes-
day and Thursday, General Mangin’s
army took five thousand prisoners,

according fo advices reaching Paris.

ENEMY ATTACKS REPULSED.

LONDON, Aug. 23.

' A battle is being fought 0w the line
between Lihons, south of the Somme,
10 the Cojeul River, southwest of Ar-
iu, a front of more than 25 miles, ac-
Wrding‘to to~day’s war office state-
pent. The British troops are making
"2t a "number of places” the
ement says, and adds that two

fllsed during the night. On the

Atront the British line was slight-
igdvanced east of Le Touret, north-
of Nauf Kramin and east of Out-

FRUITS OF VICTORY.

PARIS, Aug. 23.

fhe Allies are reaping the fruits of 1

ctory on July 18th and Aug. 8th | 9
e present critical situation in
the German command finds it-
The German retirement around
Bbn, it is held here, is the local se-
Bice of these victories. The French
b British are pressing the enemy
Blose that he is obliged to throw in
est troops to save himself from
ster in the north, and in the south
Allies are dashing upon the Ger-
|8 and 'snapping up prisoners and
getting into the main ene-
ise positions. General Man-
resmre between Aug. 18th and

ad
D prisoners, and on the 22nd
the enemy to retire beyond

of

fs; The army of General Von .

48 such a predicament, it is o
that he is bound to make.a
tble counter attack to halt
Mangin, or - be obliged to
¥ from the Aisne and Nesle

Leger andfilft
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