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The Public Messages

These are_stirring times,
and when every day may
bring . fresh news of
world importance, we are
anxious that our readers
should be enabled to keep as closely
as possiBle in touch with all that is
bh> ppening We are persistently baulk-
el in this wish by the deficiencies of
ine public news service, which, never
¢ ‘the best, has of late become about
2 ; unsatisfactory as it well could be.
This criticism applies net merely to
tt 2 matter and arrangement of the
ssages we receive but to the hours
at which we receive them, and in both
12.pects we know that our dissatis-
fac¢tion is shared by a large public.
Iivring the past week,, despite the im-
portance of the events that have daily
been transpiring, we have scarcely
r ceived a single message at this of-
fice before noon, while the majority
h.ve reached us after 1 pm. As a
result, it is quite impossible to com-
ment upon the news that is last in,
and in many cases it is impossible
even to give.it to our readers, who
have to be content to wait until the
following morning for it.

1f there is any good reason for this
sort of thing, we should be glad to
know what it is. We could say much,
too, upon the subject of the selection
of the news that is sent to us, if it
were not quite uinnecessary. A per-
usal of the Canadian and American
papers always leaves us in admir-
ation of the ingenuity which con-
trives to send so much that is worth-
less and withhold so much that is of
value. To take a notorious instance,
the text of -the noté¢ of the Central
Powers had to be borrowed by us days
late from the Halifax papers. We are
almost tempted to say that if  the
daily review of the war were sent us
and the rest that' we receive omitted,
we should be little the poorer.

How far the Government can rem-
edy this state of things and improve
the service we do not know, though
if it can be improved it is time it were
done; but what the Goverament can
do is to give us a better method of
diffusing this newss when it is received.
The system adopted by the Postal
Telegraphs Department strikes us as
the most crude and unsatisfactory that
could be imagined. In this age of
rapid copying processes can nothing
better be devised than these typewrit-
ten, carbon-copied and often unde-
cipherable shezts of paper? We do
not know how many copies of each
message must be made daily, but it
must be considerable. . A linotype or
a good copying machine would dis-
pose of them all in minimum time and
with minimum labour. Of the copies
that are distributed, the worst are,
for some reason, reserved for the
nawspapers. We have had occasion
to speak of this before, but there is
o limit to patience. The papers have
to pay for this néws: they do not pay
for an illegible jumble which, allow-
ing for the defects of the telegraph
system, is marked from beginning to
end by less' intelligence than can be
found in the average kindergarten.
Not merely are the messages, as we
have said, frequently ' illegible, but
they are misspelled in every line and
their sense distorted out of all recog-
nition. Places whose names Have oc-
curred every day for months continue
to be wrongly spelt, capitals are dis-
tributed with charming impartiality
and even the messages themselves are
permitted to overrun and entangle
one another. Only one who compares,
as we have done; this botch with the
original, as it appears in the foreign
uewspapers, can have any idea of the
number and nature of the errors
which we have every day to correct.

After thirty months of/v-ar it is
time for an improvement. What is
needed at this department is at least
one official with a knowledge of spell-
ing, English- grammar ‘and so much
geography as will inform him that
Moldavia is not in Gernmiany nor the
Danuvbe in ‘France. The messages
might then be translated from the
wires with some degree of accuracy.

7

Give Them a Welcomq

On Monday no less than

108 of our Naval Reser-

vists will return to St.

John's on the express, It

is hoped that all will
unite in the effort to give these gal-
Jant men the welcome they deserve.
They .will be met by the Reception
Committee and addressed by the
Prime Minister, while the whole avail-
able force of the Regime * Wand the
city bands will be in attendance. We
understand that the route that will pe
taken to Government House will be
by way of Water Street, Cochrane and
Gower Streets and King's Bridge
Road. Let everyone, therefore, that

can turn out to cheer them, and let all.

who can be prodicdl with their bunt-
ing. It is desired before all things
to. maké the welCome a spontaneous
one from all citizens and we feel that

none of our citizens will' fail to re-|

spond. !

Evening
Telegram

increased its circulation

19,612

copies during 1916.
The detailed statement
will appear in a few days
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Messages.
11.30 A M.

WAR SUMMARY.

® LONDON, To-day.

The Roumanian province of Dobrud-
ja is now in the hands of the Cen-
tral Powers, whose armies continue
to advance through great Walldchia
to Moldavia. Braila, an important
commercial city of great Wallacala
on the west bank of the Danube below
Galatz has been captured by the Ger-
man and Bulgarian troops. Several
villages on the outskirts of Braila have
also been occupied. Field Marshal
Von Mackensen’s troops have taken
1400 prisoners in their latest suceess.
Virtually all the river Danube from
its source to its mouth is now in the
hands of the Teutonic Allies, who
control all the Eastern Bank and all
but a few miles of the Western. Gal-
atz, 12 miles North of Braila, is the
only important Roumanian town on
the Danube yet in Roumanian hands.
The clearing of Dobrudja by the com-
bined Bulgarian, Turkish and- Ger-
man forces, it is reported semi-
officially from Berlin, leaves the
larger part of these forces ready for
other employment and closes the
Dobrudja pathway to Constantinople
to Russia. Advancing through the
mountains in Western Moldavia, the
Austrian and German troops have
gained additional ground, and have
captured - several hundred prisoners.
Between Rimnik Sarat and’ Fokshani,
Von Mackensen’'s men continue to
progress and have occupied the towns
of Slobozia and Robeshi. The Rus-
sians and Roumanians, Petrograd
announced, repulsed the attacks at
some points on the Moldvavian front
near Toposchik ‘and Noxuche. The
Austro-German troops have taken an
island in the Dvina river north of
Dvinsk from the Russians. Attacks
by the Russians, Berlin states, and
attempts to regain the island were re-
pulsed with heavy losses. Elsewhere
on the Eastern front there have been
patrol engagements, and small raids
and isolated attacks have taken place
at various points on the Western
front. Near. Loos, Berlin announces,
the Germans carried out a raid suc-
cessfully. London statgs the raiders
were driven cut after heavy fighting.
A German attack against a small
French post near hill 304 in the East
Meuse and Verdun region was. repul-
sed. Elsewhere there has been artil-
lery activity and trench bombardment
and both Paris and London report
considerable aerial activity on the
front in France.

VILLA BADLY DEFEAETD.
CHIHIAHUA CITY. To-day.
Villa was defeated at Jiminez yes-
terday by General Francisco Murguia
with the lpss of 1500 rebels dead and
wounded. The rebel leader, Martin
Lopez, was captured,” and another
Villa General is among the slain.

GERMANS SEIZE NEUTRAL SHIP.

g LONDON, To-day.

The Politiken, says an Exchange
Telegraph despatch from Copenhagen,
states that the Danish steamer Alex-
andria from Sundsvall to Boston with
pplp and iron was captured by Ger-
man warships and her cargo seized.
This is the first time, the despatch
adds, that a steamer with such a car-

.g0 between neutral countries has been

captured.

ESCAPE FOR A NORWEGIAN.

VI1GO, Spain, To-day

The Norweglan steamer® Thyra, 3,-
742 tons gross, was found adrift by
fishermen. Bombs had ‘been placed
on hoard but failed to explode and the
vessel was abandoned. The Thyra
was reported on December 30 to have
arrived at Corunna, Spain, with a Ger-

|.man prize crew of five men and seven
meémbers of the crew of a torpedoed

British ‘steamship, as well as her own

| erew on board. It is stated the Ger-

mans announced thdy were going to
Ta. -

east of Braila, in which the enemy suf-

i general

{ which with Nerviline makes up the |
épared

ja is now entirely in the hands of thel -

Teutons. After ferocious fighting

fered great losses, the Russians admit |

that towards evening they were com- i3 {.

pelled to commence to withdraw to the
other bank of the Danubg.
other fronts in this theatre the enemy
was repulsed.

GREEK ROYALISTS MEDITATING
DESPERATE ACTION. -

i ATHENS, Te-day.
A despatch to the London Morning
Post says that the local press, which
is exclusively pro-government and un-
der existing conditions entirely under
the orders of the King and authorities,
declare in language of all degrees of

assion -that the situation is becoming|
ntolerable ard “that Greece is now |§

(not?) disposed to allow herself to be
forced by hunger into an acceptance
of the Allies’ arbitrary wishes. As
Greece cannot by her fleet break the
blockade, this can only mean that she
will declare war by land against the
Allies. In fact this is more than hint-
ed at by the press, which demands a
mobilization. The Govern-
ment plainly indicated the same thing
in its protest of yesterday to the
Allied powers by saying it must refer
the matter to the Greek people, mean-
ing thereby & convocation of the
defunct chamber and the holding of
public meetings throughout the coun-
try to support the Government’s line
of action. That the Athens’ Govern-
ment is meditating some desperate
stroke seems evident from all the in-
dications and especially from the fact
that reservists are being secretly en-
rolled and notified to hold themselves
in readiness to join this or that Regi-
ment at an hour’s notice. T am in-
formed also that military measures
with regard to the artillery stores and
munitions are being extensively taken.

2.00 P.M.

THE REPLY OF THE ENTENTE.
LONDON, To-day.

The entente reply to the peace offer
of the Central Powers was presented
to the German Foreign Office by the
American Ambassador on Friday
afternoon, according to despatches by
way of Amsterdam.

IMPERIAL BLASPHEMY.

LONDON, To-day.

The German Emperor, according to
the copy of an order to the German
army and navy received here, charges
the Allies with rejecting his offer of
peace because they desire the destruc-
tion of Germany. He declares all re-
sponsibility for further sacrifices falls
on his enemies and that with God's
help the German armg will enforce the
understanding they have rejected.

JAPAN JOINS l\' REPLY.

TOKIO, To-day. -
It is officially stated here that the Al-
lies’ reply to Wilson’s note tobeshort-
1y delivered throughFrancewill repre-
sent the views of Japan, as well as
those of the other Entente Powers. Ac-
cording to the statement of the offi-
cials, the reply will not cantain speci-
fic peace terms, which are regarded
as premature at this time.

BRITAIN AND NORWAY.

LONDON, To-day.

Great Britain has received Norway’s
reply in regard to the coal embargo
and the situation is much improved.
According to a Copenhagen despatch,
quoting the Christiania Lidenstegn,
the consensus of opinion in the Nor-
wegian press is that the difference be-
tween the two countries will soon be
settled.

SITUATION SERIOUS IN ROUMA-

NIA.

LONDON, To-day.

The capture of Braila by Von Mac-
Kensen is discusged by the morning
papers in reference to its probable ef-
fect on the Russian defence of the
Sereth line. Braila formed the advance
defence toward the eastern end of this
line. Some of the commentators fear
that the fall of the town may serious-
ly shake the whole. Russo-Roumanian
position on the Sereth line and may
mea nthe abandonment of that front
and a withdrawal te the Russian fron-
tier or perhaps beyond it into Bessa-
rabia. In the meantime Germany’s
effort to turn the line from .the west
is being pressed with an apparent
prospect of success.

THE KEY TO THE GREEK SITUA-
‘ TION.
LONDON, To-day.

A despatch to the Times from Pir-
aeus, dated Dec. 31, says that the real
key to the situation in Greece is the
military position in Macedonia. -Ac-
cording to this story King Constan-
tine has received discouraging news
freth- beyond Monastir to the effect
that Von MacKensen has @onsidered
it' impossible to move on Monastir for
ancther two months at the earliest.
The Greek Government realizes, there-
fore, says the despatch, . that -if it

broke with the Entente it would have |

to support the struggle alone.

McMurdo’s Store News|
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Dr. Danjel’s Veterinary Remédies,
now on the Newfoundland market,’
comprises none but preparations
which have: been thoroughly tried out
for the purpose for which they have
been designed, having been in use
among farmers, stablemen and veter-
inarians in the United States and Can-
ada, and can be trusted to do what
they are advertised for.. The different
preparations number some . twenty,
each a specific for some particular dis-
ease or condition, and covering ‘prac-
tically the whole ground of domestic
veterinary ‘medicine. - Price 85, 65¢,
and $1.25 a pkg. -

We have just:opened. a full st,ock
of Ferrozone and Hamilton's  Pills,:

principal rem ﬁiet pr

On all‘

.
/

<

We have just opened some late arrivals in

Heavy Wool Coatings

BI:.AN KET CLOTHS--In Plain, Brown, Grey,
Khaki, Navy and Black, Green Plaid and Brown
Plaid, $2.75 per yard.

Heavy DIAGONAL COATIN G--la Brown,
Mole, Navy and Black. $2.80 per yard.

CURL CLOTH--In Kh2ki, Navy and Black,
$2.75 per yard.

NAVY NAP--$1.80 and $2.60 per yard.

Cream Imitation Bearskin-$2.50
per yard.  Eiderdown, Cream, Royal, Scarlet
and Pink $1.70 per yard.

CHARMING STYLES.
CONVINCING VALUES.

LOW PRICES.

A Big Lot of Travellers’ Samples

for 1917, which we were fortunate to secure.

BLOUSES

Your choice for

among the lot up to $2.50 each.

Weddmg Bells.

* At" the Manse on Janua,ry 3rd a
very quiet wedding took place when
‘Miss Jennie Caldwell, youngest daugh-
ter of the late. Edward and- Louise
‘Caldwell, of the Royal Stores whole-
| sale ‘department), and Mr. G. T. Hud-
son, dry goods merchant; ‘were united
in the holy bonds of matrimony by

 the Rev. Gordon, Dickie, it being the
| first wedding in the Mange by the Tev,
¥ gentfeman «The rlde was attractively |
gowned in davy blue silk’ with hat to |,

mateh, and’ was attended by her sis:
 Helen

Caldwell, while Mr. | 4

3 ‘§r., acted as father-
ver. )

er the ceremony Mrs. (Reyv,
& :m

The groom was supported by | -
brother,rur ‘Philip H. ng:m i

Jwwarch. The party then drove to the

residence of the bride’s mother, 18
Prescotf Street, where a reception was
held. ‘Rev. Gordon Dickie proposed
the health of the bride and‘groom, to
which -the latter ably responded; af-
ter which the happy' couple drove ‘to
their future home, Duckworth Street.
The bride tvas the racipient of many
‘valuable and useful presents. The
groom’s present to the bridesmaid was
a souvenh- and to the beut ‘man gold

Relds’ Boats.

The Argyle left Sound
10.20 a.m. yesterday.

The Bthie left Humbermouth at 10.
15 a.m. yesterday coming to St. John's,
2 The. Home is leavmg Lewisporte to—

ay. -

‘The. Kyle left Port aux Basq
3.15 a.m. to-day, - ;:
BaThe“Me:gslisamm at  Port. 'aux

sques a .1n.
iy oy D yutqrday,

. The Sasona reachtd Por(; aux
qucs this m Blpies

Island at

"Nm} Heroes’ Returo.

Boservist Martin Poitle, D.S.M., and

Reservist George Boutcher, Men-
tioned in Despatches With the Num-

‘When the ss. Kyle ar-
“rives-af Port aux Basques
to-morrow morning . she
will havé on board 108
men of the Royal Navai
‘Reserve, thé greater number of whom
will be given a month's turlovgh
commencing on Tuesday of next week.
Eleyen are time-expired men and will
né*doubt rejoin the Navy after spend-
ing a brief holiday with their rela-
tives.. All the men have seen active
service om mine sv«eepels patrol
boats and battle cruisers in the North
Sea and eastern waters and have
proven themselves worthy sons of
Newfoundiand. The conduct of the
men as a whole cannot be surpassed
in any mpavy in the world, which is
evident by the fact that all are classed
as able seamen, whilst Reservist Mar-
tin Pottle of English Hr., T.B., has
“.('Oll awarded ‘the Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal for special bravery, and
Reservist Geo. Boutcher, of Spencer’s
Cove, P.B., has been mentioned in de-
spatules . Below we give the names
of 72, the list contdining the names
of the remainder have not yet been
received on board H.M.S. Briton.

On Leave—Martin Pottle, Albert
Ivany, Arthur Simms, Mark Golds-
worthy, Henry Head, Jernard Reid,
Frank Hart, , Eli Johnson, George
Boutcher, * Joseph Bradbury, John
Poole, A. Parsons, Abraham J. Hobbs,
Francis Head, Walter King, J. Chay-
ter, Heber Dawe, Nelson Adams, John
Miller, James Goss, Ernest G. Guy,
Robert Balsom, Wm. C. Dawe, David
Whelan, Peter Hammond, Paul Wha-
len,‘ Israel Ralph, George Matthews,
Petér Neary, James Cron, Michael
Youngs, 'Edward Russell, Robert A.
Clarke, Patrick J. Knox, George Dro-
ver, Herbert Drover, Albert Drodge,
Wallace Beck, William Bunay, Wm.
Butf, Albert Bartlett, Charles Brett,
Frank Green, Samuel Petten, Gerrard
Perry, Edward Parsons, Douglas Par-
sons, Walter Russell, William J. Ped-
dle, Edward Ralph, Arthur W. Rus-
sell, Albert Rice, Augustus Rockwood,
Henry Saunders, S. Smith, Leander
Smith, Eli Tibbett, Ed®vard Trenchard
Abraham Burry, Robert C. Hewitt, L.
P. Pashar. 2

Time Expired—Kenneth White, Pe-
ter Benoit, Edgar Pelley, Ted Quigley,
Thos. Mercer, Enos Verge, Samuel M.
Hooper, H. J. Gillis, B. Noseworthy,
W. Young, J. Snow.

Newfounndiand Scoteh
Cured Herrirg.

The sale of Sem¢€ seventeen barrels
of fall-packed Newfoundland herring
in the New York market during the
past week at $14 per harrel practically
establishes the market for this pack
in. this market. - Lot ' shipments are
expected to arrive in this city on the
steamer Florizel, due to arrive next
Thursday. It is probable that there
will be several hundred packages, and
factors who have been selling to ar-
rive appear to be firm in their ideas
as' to price. Some lots are expected
to bring up to $16 and even $18, if the
quality is as described. The market
is practically cleared of spring her-
‘H. at. present, the stock remaining
being largely of {he’ carry-over wpack,
which is held in strong hands. This
goods is bringing up fo $15 -in this
market at present, while the average
price of Newfoundland Scotch-cured
herring varies between $10 and $12.
There is a fair demand in u)rhn(i at
this time, but jobbers and dealers’ arc
taking on light supplies pending the
arrive .' of new pack goods. There is

‘ation of an active demand
fm' this grade of herring during the
remainder of the winter, especially
among dealers of the East Side, who
are ‘aws g anxiously the arrival of
autumn-caught fish. The. supply is
not expected to be large this year,
according to those who have recently
returned from Newfoundland, for the
fishery has been disappointing. Stocks
are held in-few hands at producing
centers and will come to few opera-
tors in this city. Higher prices are
likely, according to well-informed
operators, who are to handle supplies
of the fall Wnd winter catch.—Fishing
Gazette.

Here and There,

OLD TIME SMOKER.—On Monday
night next the annual old time smoker
will be Leld at the B.I.S. rooms.

WESLEY BIBLE C(CLASS.—To-mor-
row afternoon at 2.45 o’clock the Rev.
H. Royle will address the members of
Wesley Bible Class taking as his sub-
ject “The Impregnable Rock.” Every
member is asked to make a special
effort to attend and visitors will re-
ceive a. hearty welcome.

Don’t forget ' the old-time
Smoker, B. I. S.; on Monday, dzan.
8th, at 8.30 p.m. Tickets 20c.
On sale at 1. D. Ryan’s, G. F.
Kearney’s, T. J. Aylward’s and
from members of the Commit-
tee.—jan6,1i

*  THANKS.—Mrs. Annie
Moyes and family, of Topsail, wishes
to thank His Excellency the Governor
and Lady Davidson, Sir E. P. Morri§,
Hon. J. R, Bennett, the’ officers and
members of the Kimberley L.O.L. ‘of
Topsail, of which he was a meémber:
also the W.P.A. and the W.P.A. of Top-
sail and.all other kind friends for the
‘messages of Sympathy in the death of
their dear som, Allan, believed to be
killed in actiof, July 1st, 1916.

NOTE! OF

WANT SWIMMING SQUAD. — A
number of volunteers who visit the
Seamen’s Institute for the purpose of
taking a dip in the swimming pool,
would like fo know if the military av-

| thorities could net rarrange with the

-W of the Institute to accommo-

swimming squads from
now in tra,inin_, A Eig

_,Of sWi
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