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Atlantic Telegraph.— The Anglo- 
American Company and thu Direct United 
States Company (for they are practically one 
Company, which are nominally maintained 
as two, in order to give fees to a double set 
of Directors) have a capital of £8,200,000, 
and their assets, on a generous computation, 
are worth £3,000,000. The difference be­
tween the value of assets ami the capital is 
caused by successive issues of bonus Shares, 
and this has been done with the deliberate 
intention of creating an erroneous notion re­
specting the real returns of ocean telegraphy. 
But this is not all : the same people who are 
at the head of these two Companies are con­
nected with the Telegraph Construction Com­
pany, and excessive prices are paid to this 
latter Company for the construction of cables. 
Two excellent cables might be made and 
laid between Nova Scotia and Ireland for 
about £.1,-100,000, say with land lines and 
plant, tiie total cost would be £1,500,000. 
Such a Company, with a tariff of one shilling 
per word, and using the new invention for 
duplicating messages, would pay well, and 
there is no doubt that eventually two such 
cables will be laid by the Dominion Govern­
ment, for it is impossible to believe that this 
Government will for ever agree to the tele­
graphic communications of its citizens with 
Europe being charged about three times 
their proper price, for the benefit of a band of 
monopolists.—Exchange.

The Irish Language in Ireland.— 
Early in the present century the Irish lan­
guage was spoken more or less in every 
country throughout Ireland. It is estimated 
that one-fouith of the gross population, or 
about 1,000,000 people, spoke English exclu­
sively, while probably an equal or somewhat 
greater number knew Irish only. In the in­
tervening period down to the present time a 
great change has taken place, as is conclu­
sively shown in the censuses of 1801 and 1871. 
In ail Ireland now only about 102,400, or 
one in thirty .six of the gross population, still 
know no other tongue than Irish, When 
Carleton first issued his “ Traits and Stories 
of the Irish Peasantry*’ his narrative con­
tained a large number of Irish words which, 
in subsequent editions he found it neces­
sary to remove, as they were no longer under­
stood, and Dr. Hume tells us that even in 
their modified form, there are hundreds, prob­
ably thousands, in Dublin who cannot enjoy 
Carleton*s stories. The existing dialect, 
which is more or less prevalent over the 
thirty-two counties, with of course local 
variations here and there, is the result 
mainly of the successive English and Scot­
tish immigrations.—London Saturday Re-

Barou Grant is a bankrupt worthy this 
side of the Atlantic. With debts amounting 
to £882,058, he shows assets of £27,122, in­
cluding 10s 2d “ balance" at the bank," but 
exclusive of his “folly" at Kensington, 
which it is proposed to demolish and erect in 
its stead a block of serviceable residences. 
His unsecured debts amount to £14,043. 
His liability nnder the Emma mine judge­
ment comes to about £110,000. Ilia secur­
ed debts are £270,704; partially secured, in­
cluding a mortgage on the Kensington man­
sion, £423,323. He claims to have settled 
£35,000 on his wife and that previous to 
1807. In examination he said that his pro­
fits between 1872 and 1875 were £ 1,260,548 
Doubtless the worthy Baron will yet rise 
from his ashes and once more figure as a 
millionaire. If he has exhausted Eng­
lish forbearance, he should come to America. 
Here he will find ample scope for his par­
ticular ability. It would be a pitv if such a 
distinguished ornament should be lost to the 
noble fraternity of resuscitated insolvents.

Suicides often exhibits great ingenuity in 
carrying out their object, but that displayed 
by Frederick Helbig, a German stonemason 
and contractor at Janesville, .0., has rarely, 
if ever, been equalled. Last November he 
made a desperate attempt to take his life by 
shooting himself in the head, the ball pene­
trating the eye. Through skillful medical 
treatment and patient nursing he recovered 
his vigor, but never his sight, being totally 
blind thereafter. Being naturally an active 
man, the life of a blind man had the effect 
of still more effectively fixing the idea of 
self-destruction in his mind. When the 
family arose one morning he was missin. 
Upon search being instituted, he was found 
seated on a chair on a cellar with a bedqnilt 
wrapped about his head, in a Zifeless con 
dition. He had, with a chair and the quilt 
in his possession, felt his way to the cellar, 
there severed the gas pipe, passed one end 
up his coat sleeve, wrapped himself in the 
quilt, pressed his face to the sholder openin' 
of the sleeve, crossed his legs, folded his 
hands, an quietly awaited and easy death.

Honey Sugar.—The Bee-Keepers' Asso­
ciation desire to return good for evil. Wliih 
dishonest men are striving to spoil the hone’ 
market by selling imitation honey made of 
glucose and artificial flavorings, the bee- 
keepere are anxious to furnish an unques­
tionable wholesome substitute for the glu­
cose used by cooks, confectioners, and brew­
ers. Accordingly they have offered a prize 
for the discovery of a method of converting 
honey into a form of crystalline sugar. 
California honey already sells for seven 
cents a pound at wholesale ; and whoever 
will succeed in producing a honey sugar will 
give a great impetus to an already profitable 
and rapidly growing industry. It is needles- 
to add that he will also win a prize to which 
the bee-keepers’ offer will be only an earnest.

Talk about the cost of the Pacific railway, 
why it is a mere flea bite to the colossal 
schemes of the new French Minister of Pub­
lic Works, M. de Freycinet, who proposes to 
expend about £160,000,000 sterling ($800,- 
000,000) on a vast net-work of State rail­
ways and hydraulic works. His plans, 
which have almost all been sanctioned, com­
prise the maintenance of about 23,500 miles 
of national railways, not much more than 
half of which are at present in working 
order, and five thousand miles of which haw 
yet to be built, and the expenditure of $150,- 
000,000 on new canals and old systems* am I 
about $50,000,000 on the improvement and 
deepening of ports and harbors.

Driven out of their native land by unequal 
foreigrf' competition, British capitalists are 
establishing themselves in the United States. 
A Manchester firm is negotatiug for the 
purchase of large mills in Massachusetts, a 
company’ of Black country iron masters are 
erecting extensive iron works at South Pitts­
burg, Tenn., and a wealthy Liverpool firm 
is going extensively into the cattle and dead 
meat export trade at New York. Such n 
manifestation of the never-say-die spirit is 
praiseworthy and characteristic of English­
men, but they ate helping to build up the 
trade of their own coüntry’s most persistent

Nerve Tuning.—An Italian claims to 
have made a valuable discovery. He sa\ s 
he has learned bow to tune up the nerves, 
like the chords of a violin, and bring them 
into harmony. The nerves lose their tone 
he thinks, like aivy musical instrument, and 
if they all run down alike, it is of little im­
portance, as they will still act together. But 
when, the general harmony is destroyed, by 
accident or uneven strain, the whole system 
is disturbed, and health suffers. This diffi­
culty he claims power to rectify, and calls 

-himself “ a nerve-tuner."

(The Agriculturist.

The number of refrigerator cars now run­
ning to and from Chicago is said to be about 
000, or double the number employed in 1*77. 
By these cars about 3000 carcasses of beef 
per week are received at Chicago, or at the 
rate of 156,000 per year—nearly enough to 
meet the entire local consumptive demand. 
The great bulk of the beef thus received 
comes from Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, 
Kansas and Nebraska.

The English fire brigades are introducing 
a novelty which is worthy the attention of 
our Fire Departments. “ Jumping sheets," 
made of stout canvas, with sixteen loop-, or 
handles, to be held by as many men, are pro­
vided to lje used alongside of burning build­
ings to break the fall of persons who cannot 
be reached by ladders. Trials of these 
“ jumping sheets ” have resulted satisfac­
torily.

In Germany glass appears to have many 
uses : A glass muff, white and curly ; glass 
hats for ladies, with glass feathers ; glass 
wool, not to bo distinguished from the 
genuine, and quite as warm, being a non­
conductor; glass carpets, cuffs, collars, Vhâls, 
and dresses, are the novelities introduced bv 
Mr. A. Prengel, glass artist and spinner, of 
Vienna. So says the Herrnhut German 
newspaper.

Fredericton, N. B., March 20, 1870.

The National Policy.

The National Policy has been in the 
mouths of the conservatives leaders for years, 
but it is wonderful what hazy ideas they had 
of it in their minds. Nothing co .Id exceed 
tho vigor with which they denounced “the 
fly on the wheel," policy of the McKenzie 
administration, or the confidence with which 
they predicted that commercial and manufac­
turing regeneration and prosperity would 
flow from the national policy, which they 
had not even commenced to think out in de­
tail. The national policy now exemplified 
in the tariff, is not an idea conceived in the 
mind of statesmen who took in at abroad 
glance all the varied interests of the country 
but a sort of patchwork put together to suit 
the views of parties who were most clamor­
ous and urgent to have their peculiar ideas 
carried out, and their particular interests at­
tended to.

The Dominion Government in framing 
their “ national policy" have been very ready 
and willing to listen to outside suggestions, 
to take advantage of hints, and their organs 
claim that they are worthy of all praise for 
having so doue, but the country would have 
been more impressed if they had shown more 
clearly than they have done, that they had a 
full and independent knowledge of what 
course it behoved them to pursue, in order to 
build up the manufacturing interests of tile 
country, to raise it from its state of depres­
sion, and to create commercial activity.

All the salient features of the national 
policy, according to the testimony of their 
chief organ, have" been suggested by bodies 
representing various interests of different 
parts of the Domimion, and good naturedly 
adopted by the gevrrnment. The Toronto 
Corn Exchange Association advised that a 
duty should be placed on Hour, wheat, grains 
of all sorts, provisions, produce, and the gov­
ernment obediently placed duties on all 
breadsttiffs, much to the advantage of far­
mers and millers of Ontario, but much to the 
detriment of New Brunswick. The Halifax 
Chamber of Commerce recommended that 
in order to encourage the direct importation 
of raw sugar, from the West Indies, an ad- 
valorem duty should be placed on on the raw 
article, and packages free, and that when a 
bounty was granted on the export of sugar 
from any country, such sugar when imported 
into Canada, should be met by a correspond­
ing countervailing duty, and in answer, the 
government in their policy have practically 
carried out in the tariff all these suggestions. 
These sugar duties will work to the advan­
tage of a few large importers, and two or 
three rich refiners in Halifax, Montreal, and 
elsewhere, but they will not have the effect 
of increasing, if they have not that of de­
creasing, the revenue, and they wifi certainly 
raise the price of this necessary article to the 
people of New Brunswick. The Halifax 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Cape Breton 
Board of Trade recommended that the tariff 
should be so arranged as to protect the coal 
and iron industries of Nova Scotia, and ac­
cordingly the government placed on anthra­
cite and bituminous coal a duty of 50 cents 
per ton, and on iron $2 per ton. It is doubt­
ful if the 50 cents per ton will secure to 
those interested in the coal mines in Nova 
Scotia, the trade with Ontario, and they are 
urging an additional 25 per cent, but, it is not 
doubtful, that, the duty will bear hard upon 
the poor people of New’ Brunswick, while 
the’$2 a ton on iron will be sore discourage­
ment to its manufacturers. In compliance 
with the suggestion of the Quebec Board of 
Trade, the government have adopted the 
idea, of which portly and jovial Dr. M. For­
tin, is the originator, of establishing teh- 
graphic communication with the islands in 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, they have resolved 
to proceed vigorously with the Pacific Bail­
way, and to prevent the undervaluation of 
goods entered at the Custom Houses by the 
appointment of efficient and reliable ap­
praisers* in the recommendation of the On­
tario Manufacturers and Industrial Associ­
ation. All the ideas that the government 
(.and their friends.) think their best, that 
stamp the features of their National Policy, 
have been pressed upon them by outside 
interests and influences.

The Finance Minister listened to the sug­
gestions of the Lumberer's Association that 
met in Ottawa some time before the meet­
ing of Parliament and he takes credit to him­
self for having relieved the Lumberers by 
reducing the duties (very slightly), on the 
commonest black tea, and molassess. But 
the lumberers will scarcely feel that medieum 
of relief, when they find that on the one hund­
red and one articles they and their employees 
use aud consume, coal, bacuu and ham, coarse 
cottons, (lour, . corn meal, and other bread- 
stuffs, nails, Implements, &c., heavy duties 
are placed.

The National Policy has been framed to 
meet the views of some interest in Ontario. 
Quebec, Nova Scotia, even in Manitoba, the 
Northwest and British Columbia, but what 
will it do for New Brunswick, except raise to 
the people the price of all the articles they 
consume ! It will pay about $100,000 more 
into the revenue and get nothing in return.

The Dominion Government having shown 
that while vaunting and flaunting their 
National Policy beforettlie people of the Do­
minion, they had no clear idea how it should 
be constituted in order to carry out their 
declared object, and it having been shown 
that they have framed their tariff, not from 
their own knowledge of what will be for the 
general interest of the whole Dominion, it is

fair inference to conclude that they reallv 
do not know what effects it will produce. 
They may imagine and predict great things 
but that is very different from seoijjpclearly 

e ground of knowledge.

The House. Military Concert.

In no local House has them been more : On Thursday evening the Grand Military 
speaking and debating talent than in the pie- Concert under the patronage of the Deputy 
sent Assembly; Mr. King, who, when he , Adjutant General and Mrs. Maunsell, took 
took hold of a subject fastened on it with a ! place in the City Hall. The stage was decor-
tenacious grip, and who slow to move and 
hard to heat, worked himself into a state of

ated in a style befitting the occasion, stack: 
of rifles with fixed bayonets were placed at

passionate force, is missed. But several of the sides, and flags and the royal standard 
the men of his time, are still in the House, ! were artistically disposed at the back. The 
aud in the front rank. Mr. Fraser who does audience numbering over four hundred as­

sembled in the best disposition to be pleased 
with the entertainment, that the excellent

not belong to the rank of political orator 
inspires confidence by his calm and quiet de- 
livery, and his. evident wish to deal fairly programme promised them. The Baud of 
with all matters under discussion,and with the ; the 71st Battalion w s assisted by seven lady 
opinion and feelings of his opponents. Mr. j and three gentlemen amateurs. An overture 
Willis on the contrary is cast in the mould of walzvr, gavotte and galop were played in ex-
tho orator. His fluency of utterance is great 
and he often says tilings worth saying, but 
his facility rather weakens his power of con­
vincing his auditors. lie is essenaially good 
'natured, and there is a latent smile in the 
bitterest things he utters, ilis right-hand 
man Mr. Covert is blunt, he often blurts out 
stinging remarks, and is capable of striking a 
heavy blow occasionally, wit in him lies like

collent style by the Band. The vocal part of 
the entertainment commenced with a pleas­
ing quartette, “ Moonlight on the Lake," by 
Mrs. Cameron, and Messrs. Wilson., Anslow, 
and Graovelij and the concert closed with 
another quartette, “Soldier's Farewell" by 
the same performers, with the exception of 
Miss Myshrall, iu place of Mr. Anslow, which 
was one of the finest puices of the evening.

the tire in the flint, he requires to be hard j contralto, tenors, and bass chiming well in
unison, end rendering the plaintive flow of 
the air with good effect. The reception 
which Miss Fanny Richards received showed 
how great a favorite this rising vocalist is with 
a Fredericton audience, and both the songs 
set down for her on the programme “ When 
the tide comes in,’ and the “ Maid of Dun­
dee," were enthusiastically encored. Her

struck before it flashes out of him, Mr. 
Wedderburu is a born orator, and he appears 
sedulously to have cultivated his native tal­
ent. His powers are rhetorical rather than 
logical, and his bent is towards sarcasm. He 
lias command of choice language at will and 
has a most tuneable voice to give it utter­
ance, He is clear in his statements and is
given to amplitloation rather than condensa- ! voice is rich and of high reach, and she

ahead from the vanta

Annual Assessment.

The Mayor in his speech, returning thanks 
for his re-election, held out no prospect of 
diminution of taxation but hinted at the 
probability of an increase. The increase has 
come, though it is not very large ; hut the 
taxation on the city grows by a process of 
slow and sure accretion. The Assessment 
Committee have made up the assessment for 
the year, which, we understand amounts to 
about, or a little within, $34,000. Last year 
the total assessment was $32,500. There 
will be an increase of expenditure for schools, 
the Trustees ask for $ 1,500 additional which 
makes the assessment for this service $13,- 
i00. There will be an increase of $500 for 

Roads and Streets, making the amount 
$2,500. There is no increase or diminution 
in the provision for the Fire ' Department 
which stands at $2,000, but there will be 
some paring down iu the other departments ; 
$1,000 will be set apart for the “St. John 
Fire Relief."

These statements are approx mate only 
to the fact but the citizens will not have 
long to wait before knowing absolutely what 
the amount of the increase in the assessment 
is, and the manner of its distribution, as the 
City Council meets next Tuesday, evening 
1st of April, All Fools Day.

lion. He is better as a set speaker than a 
■debater, but probably he will develop in the 
latter direction, now, that he is in a position 
exposed to question and attack.

Mr. Elder is a most effective speaker, he is 
uerther passionate or rhetorical, but he is 
logical, with great power of language, full of 
facts and with ability to use them, accus­
tomed to state his thoughts with precision, 
he is listened to with respect, and his opin­
ions carry weight in debate. His rank as a 
legislative speaker and debater will not be 
finally determined until he has the opportu­
nity of filling the seat his friend Mr. Wed-ler- 
buru now occupies. Neither is Mr. Steven­
son passionate or rhetorical, nor is he “ a free 
lance,” in debate, ready at any moment to dart con 
into the pray, but his mind is soundly logical 
he is painstaking, and when he masters a 
case, deals with a subject with which he is 
familiar, he speaks well. Mr. Adams is a 
very different sort of man, it may be doubt­
ful if he can bring down his mind to a long 
continued strain of attention to a subject, but 
he is very good at a sudden dash of attack, 
and there is a good deal of audacity in his 
composition. Mr. Crawford not often rises 
to make a speech, lie is not a speaker from 
the necessity of utterance but rather from 
the necessity of his position or case. Rapid in 
utterance, he acquits himself well when he 
does speak. Mr. Marshall is clever and 
sharp, snd he would not think that he show­
ed any great cleverness and sharpness if he 
was staunch and stubborn in standing by his 
principles or statements. He has always a 
purpose in hand, but the ostensible purpose 
is uot always with him the real purpose. 
There is an element of furtive humor always 
playing about them, and it is not easy to 
know when he is serious.

Of all the gentlemen of the long robe in 
the House, perhaps none import so much 
legal ability, or rather noue view matters so 
strictly from a legal standpoint, none act in 
their places as members of the legislature 
when discussing the affairs of the country, 
so like counsel, who see very keenly one 
side of the question, arguing pro on con in a 
case, as Mr. Ilanniugton and Mr. Landry 
for Westmorland. Both are earnest and 
energetic, fluent, ingenious in argument, and 
sometimes redundant, particularly tue • first 
named gentleman. The lawyer is also strong 
iu Mr. Davidson, he is not so ilowing aud 
dtcisive in speech, but mare closely critical 
than the last named gentleman. lie balances 
opposite arguments, and his discisiou is some­
times a surprise.

If some gentlemen who used to enliven 
the proceedings of the House, will never 
again sit as members, new members have 
come in who will make their marks. None 
have the dash and audacity of the late of 
Mr. G. L. llalheway ; none have the power 
of invective and the passion to use it of Mr. 
Gough, and all the better Mr. Ritchie lakes 
a very keen and clear view of a question, aud 
makes statements, and advances arguments 
with practiced ease. Mr. Black in speaking 
gives the impression that he is an able 
man, of good aud independent judgement in 
affairs,of strong con v ictions—uot prejudices— 
and not easily to be roused to a heat of pas­
sion. When he takes hold of a subject, he 
takes a firm grip. Mr. Hill is a good and 
sensible speaker, with a dash of quiet Humour, 
and appears to take an alert interest in the 
business of the House. Mr. Linnott speaks 
with great fluency, and verve, especially on 
questions in which he takes a warm interest.

Mr. Blair, from the prominent post iu 
which, lie, a new member has been placed by 
his party as leader of the opposition, has 
much attention concentrated upon him. lie 
is iu the dillicult and trying position of one 
from whom great things are expected ; but he 
is not a man to allow any sense of failure to 
weaken his confidence in himself. There is 
n ) doubt that he is a strong man, and able 
and copious speaker and debater, lie, also, 
is a lawyer, aud shows unmistukeable signs 
of his training. He can make out a very 
strong case against the other side of the 
House, bring arguments to bear that tell for 
the time and seems pissessed witli the»cun- 
viction of the justice of bis cause and 
speaks with somewhat rasping heat and in­
dignation of the iniquities (political) of Ins 
1 friends in the government.'7 Ilis arguments 
warmth and indignation smack of the court 
below. lie caille ad a charge and is confi­
dent in his strength to bear down his foe, 
but he does not seem to possess the fine tact 
that would enable him to time and order the 
manner of his attack for the advantage of 
those who follow him.

Mr. Sayre also is a lawyer, and a new’ mem­
ber, and made a good first appearance as 
mover of the Address. I le has already shown 
that he believes in acting out economy and 
not merely in speaking about it. lie does, 
not soar rhetorically, but he has the com­
mand of good plain language, and can place 
his -views before the House, clearly and well.
We must stop, now, with the Mover of the 
Address, though our subject is not exhausted.
But the roll of names we have given, bears 
out the statement with which we commenced 
this article.

cels in rendering arch sentiment in song. 
Miss Wetmore made her first appearance in 
public, and produced a most favorable im­
pression. Her voice is sweet and cultured, 
aud at the close of her solo, “ Wishes" she 
received a most gratifying encore. Miss 
Clara Fisher played a brilliant solo, Lohen- 
qun,” and Mrs. Tibbits and Miss Myshrall a 
stirring duett, “Les Trumpeters de la Guerre ” 
on the Pianoforte. “The Englishman was 
given with line effect, by Mr. Wilson, who 
afterwards gave “ Where are the friends of 
my youth." Mr. Graeveli’s “ Sleep Well," 
sung as a serenade, in deep rich tones, would 
produce a most southing effect, but sung be­
fore an audience, it provoked a hearty en­
core, when lie gave con amove “ Der Butcher’s 
Fiulerland.” What can be said of Mr. Anslow’s 
“ Charye of the Light Brigade," except that 
it was not ins fault that Mr. Blockley set the 
Laureate's noble and spitited “ Charge of the 
Light Brigade" to an inappropriate and 
spiritless air. Ilis medley which he sang as 
an encore,was much enjoyed. A notice of this 
most successful concert would be incomplete 
without a word of praise for Miss Helen 
Richards who took the useful rule of accom-

Thc Ontario Election.

The Ontario local elections will take place 
in June, and already the great Toronto 
organs, the Mail and Globe are preparing 
for the fray and getting ready their campaign 
sheets. The contest will be very hot and 
sharp, and the lie direct will be given and 
retorted. In Ontario local and Dominion 
politics are much mixed up together, and 
during the elections the Dominion Govern­
ment as well as the Mo watt administrate i 
w;ll be on their trial. The result of thu 
of the elections will prove, if the 
Muwatt administration is sustained or de­
feated, whether the tide of popular favor 
which (lowed lust year so strongly in favor 
of Sir John and his National Policy is still 
at its height, or shows signs of backward 
flow. The chief charge against . the present 
government, or liberal Mowatt government 
besides the general one of do-uothingism, is 
its extravagance aud excessive expenditures, 
and a feeling has been raised in the Province 
against the necessity and utility of the ex­
istence of the local body. Sir John Mac­
donald is known to entertain a strong opinion 
in favor of a Legislative Union, and his 
organ, thu Mail, has long been covertly argu 
ing iu favor of the abolishment of the local 
legislature. During the coming campaign it 
will probably show its hand in support of 
such a measure. If, by the defeat of Mowatt 
and the return of the conservative party to 
power in accord with the policy of Sir John 
an expression of opinion is given in favor of 
the abolishment, it will mark the beginning 
of a period of great political agitation 
which will run through all the provinces. 
The coming local Ontario elections promises 
to be very exciting and may have far reach­
ing consequeiiuius.

Tax on Type

One of tiie iniquities of the tariff is the 
tax on type and printing material which it is 
proposd to impose-(or rather which imposes 
until the government are constrained to 
lighten it,) a duty of 20 per cent. Under the 
old tariff the duty of type was 5 per cent. 
This impost will bear with undue weight on 
all newspaper aud job printers iu the Domi­
nion, on whom it will place a discouraging 
burden. In all the Dominion there is only 
one foundry, and that, in Montreal, and un­
der the protection of this duty, its owners 
will be enabled to place exorbitant prices on 
their type, and defy the competition of out­
side manufacturers and importers. Where 
is the justice where is the policy, it may well 
be asked, in imposing a tax which is virtually 
one on the means of diffusing, by cheap 
newspapers and books, knowledge among the 
masses, for the benelil of one small establish­
ment. Founders for the manufacture of 
type, cannot be established for years, and in 
the meantime printers of the Dominion must 
be subjected to this 20 per cent impost. 
The Finance Minister will acknowledge that 
the press has great influence, has it not influ­
ence enough to compell him to take off this 
burdensome duty.

Mrs. ScoTT-Siuiio.Ns.—This celebrated lady 
wiil 1>«- in Fredericton, April IPth, to give an 
evening of Dramatic Exercises in costume. 
This will give our people a good opportunity 
of hearing this extraordinary artist. No 
doubt a full house will greet her appearance 
on the stage.

The 21st January.

Late English papers are full of accounts 
of the awful day inSouth Africa. Like 
General Braddopk, aftorthe disastrous battle 
of Monougahela (during the French and 
English war that resulted in the conquest 
of Canada), Lord Chelmsford seems to 
have been stupified by the terrible defeat 
of Isaudhlwana. Braddock, who was 
mortally wounded, when dying was heard to 
mutter, “ who would have thought it," and 
to Lord Chelmsford “ the? misfortune " of 
the 22nd January was “ almost incomprehen­
sible." The only point of parallelism between 
Monongnhela and Lamlhlwana, is the con­
tempt that Braddock, who marched (not 
without remonstrance, however), into a mur 
derous ambush, and Chelmsford entertained 
for the foes whom they were called on to 
encounter.

There appears to be no mystery regarding 
the causes of the “ misfortune " of 22ud Jan­
uary- Lord Chelmsford is much blamed f. 
leaving the camp at Isandhlwanu and pro­
ceeding on a recunuoitering expedition with 
a largo force, when it was evident .that the 
Zulus were swarming in front of him. if he 
had had a sufficient force of light ca.valrv t- 
act as scouting parties and bring him in 
telligence, be would uot have ventured to 
have marched “ upon Matyana’s stronghold." 
In his position he ought to have acted on the 
defensive, and waited the attack of Cetewavo, 
who was confident in his superior numbers.

Cetewavo had a clear design iu his head 
Ilis scouts, no doubt, brought him intelligence 
that a portion of the British force was push­
ing forward from the camp, lie disposed o!

few of his regiments in such a way as v 
draw on Lord Chelmsford, and gave them 
orders not to tight but slowly to retreat, then 
he hurled the body of his troops o.i tin 
camp. Ilad the camp been properly forti­
fied, had the waggons been parked, drawn up 
after the Boer fashion, iu a hollow square 
the British force would have successful! 
repelled the attack though the Zulus were a 
ten to one. But nothing was done to forth 
the camp ; the small and gallant band wa 
not kept on the defensive, but a port urn of it 
on the right aud left was pushed forward to 
attack the advancing foe. On want swept 
the Zulus iu a line extending two miles, the 
centre advancing more slowly than me \ving>, 
which completely outflanked the British, and 
swiftly encircled them and cut oil" tiiei 
retreat. Contemning the Martini-Henry dual 
ing swift death, over hetacombs of their slain 
brethern, the Zulus rushed, literally o\ 
whelming by their numbers, the few hun­
dreds of the 1st 24th and tue Native Contin­
gent closing in upon them aud butchering 
them with their tell assaigas. An account

“ A scene of utter confusion now .-vein.- I 
have occurred, horse aud foot, black aim 
white, Zulu and English, all in a striigglm. 
mass, making gradually through the cam 
towards the road where the* Zulu right uj 
ready closed the way of escape. W hat hap­
pened during that half-hour, even those vvii 
lived to tell can remember hut little ol 
Every man who had a lmvSy attempted to es 
cape towards the river ; those wnu had nom 
died where they stood, but even to mounted 
men escape was all but impossible. J i 
country was rugged, broken, and covered 
with boulders aud waterwashes—a country, 
iu fact, over which the active Zulus would 
run as fast if not faster than horses. In 
front was the Buffalo, which had to be cross­
ed where no ford was, and where many a 
brave man who had so far made his e>c ip 
succumbed. Many were drowned, many 
were assaigaed. a few shot, and so the pur­
suit went on even into Natal. Not a lew 
died after the colonial side had been gained, 
for many lost their horses and arms lu^tlm 
river, e' eu when they succeeded in ciussifig 
in person.”

That the British could have held their 
cauip at Isaudhlwana, if it had been vv 
rudely fortified, the incident at Burke's Drift ; 
that took place the same day, where 80 men 
behind a rude barricade of maize bags, ami 
without artillery, repelled for tell mortal 
hours, the attack of 3,000 Zulus, aud survived 
(with a loss of 13 killed and V wounded) to 
receive the thanks of Lord Chelmsford for 
gallantly defending their position, aud saving 
Natal from invasion, is cited as proof. The 
memorable 22nd of January was full of hor­
rors aud strange incidents, but through that 
day of disaster British valour shone as cui 
spicuously as in the brightest day of its 
triumph.

Temperance Meeting.—To-morrow (Sun­
day) evening a Temperance Meeting, umh 
the auspices of York Division, Ni». 2. S. of T 
will be held in the City llall, when Major 
Welch, who has acquired great reputation as 
a temperance orator, and whose speaking last 
Monday evening, created linicli interest, will 
deliver an address. There will l»e a collection 
made at the door, and the chair w ill be taken 
at eight o'clock.

Local Legislature.

On Mr. R 
the rule to .• 
tiie Disci lfl,

Robert Templeton, watchmaker and 
jeweller of Ayr, Scotland, has bequeathed 
Ins whole estate oi" about $50,000 to re­
build the old bridge of that town, popular 
known as the “ Auld\Bridge of Ayr," and 
rendered famous by Burns’ poems.

The hopes that, after the death cf Shere 
Ali, tin» négociations for peace with Yokoob 
Khan, his son and successor, would end suc­
cessfully, and further bloodshed be everted, 
have, according to a Calcutta despatch of the 
28th, been disappointed. According to that 
lespatch the Viceroy of India, had been in- 
nfornied on Wednesday that all négociations 

had failed, and an advance on Caboul had 
been ordered.

Eire.—About four o'clock this morning, 
the house on the property, “Acacia Grove," 
owned by Miss Gregory, took tiro from the 
outside from a barrel of ashes iu the shed. 
In consequence of the distance of the house 
from town, no alarm could be given in time 
to be of avail, though the fiâmes burned 
slowly. All the moveables and furniture 
were saved, but, before the hand fire-engine 
from town arrived, the house and shed were 
past saving and were totally destroyed. They 
were insuted for $1200 in the Commercial 
Union.

The walking fever has reached this city,

Private advices state that that the situ­
ation of the half-breeds in the vicinity of 
Wood Mountain and the Cypress Hills is be­
coming more and more precarious ou account 
of the increasing scarcity of buffalo. There 
are 115 half-breed families at Wood Moun­
tain, and 150 at Cypress Hills, whom the 
difficulty of obtaining supplies compels to 
cross the lines to hunt, where they are ex­
posed to the depredations of the Crown, 
no. less than 100 horses having been stolen 
from them by the latter. Very few buffalo 
robes will be obtained this winter. Sitting 
Bull is camped close te the line in order that 
he may be able to hunt on the other side* 
The Government, at the instance of the 
Indians, have ordered the lmlf-breeds to 
winter at Mille River, which is a reserve of 
the Assiuiboines’. The latter are strongly 
opposed t.j this stop, and only about forty 
families of the half-breeds have been permit­
ted to winter on their.reserve. The action

Masonic.—A meeting of the m ml>,rs 
Solomon's and St. Andrew's Lodges, at which 
a full attendance is requested, E summon n 
for Wednesday evening, 2nd of April. \Y< 
understand that it is proposed to. amalgamât 
the two lodges', and at the meeting the elec­
tion of the Master Warden and other ulii< 
of the new combined Lodge will take place

Some Potatoes.—Since the opening of 
the potatoe trade, George Halt Son’s have 
shipped about 3,000 barrels of potatoes, tiie 
produce of York County, tD the United 
States.

, . . . , --f the Indians has been a source of much
and a match is on the tapis between two j hardship to the half-breeds who have bad 
well-known athletes. j to winter there.

A meeting of the “ Silsby" Engine Com­
pany will take place on Wednesday evening 
next, 2nd April, for the election of officers 
and other important business.

The robins have made their appearance.

North Carolina has about one dog to ever 
three sheep, and 28,000 of the latter wen 
destroyed last year by the can mes.

Queen Victoria, it is rumored, has express­
ed a strong wish to see Canada, à ml tire 
Prince of Wales is encouraging her to visit 
both that country and the United States.

The altar in the Rome Catholic cathedral 
on Fifth Avenue, New Y’ork, will cost over 
$250,000, aud workmen have already begun 
upon it. The cathedral will be open for 
worship May 25th.

A man at S. Bend, Ind., buried his wife in 
nice style, but after the crowd had dispersed 
from the grave he sold the silver handles of 
the collin back to the undertaker at reduced 
rates.

The foolish mail foldeth his hands and 
faith : “ There is no trade ; why should 1 
advertise !" But the wise man is not .so. IL* 
whoopeth it up in the newspapers, and 
verily beMraweth customers from afar off.—

Contracts for locomotives and cars are now 
made at lower figures than ever before. 
Engines of a pattern that five years ne.» sold 
at $15,000 are now furnished at $0000, and 
$12,000 engines at $7500. Box cars which 
then brought $800 readily are built for $450, 
even on small contracts.

The site occupied by the buildings of the 
Sydney International Exhibition commands j 
a full view of the splendid harbour, ami is 
contiguous to the uew Government Qilices 
and the Botanical Gardens. The works. • 
which have been designed on a seal-1 of great i 
magnificence, are progressing rapidly, towards ; 
completion, and over 000 men are busily en­
gaged upon them. Lady Robinson lias laid 
the foundation stone of the central dome, iu 
the presence of the Governor, the Premier, 
and a large and enthusiastic assemblage. It 
is understood that everything will be reach 
for the opening of the exhibition on Sep­
tember 1st,

Monday, March 24. 
ni-- moving tae Suspension of 

induce a Bill “ to incorporate 
, of thu Christ Society m St. 

John, a point of order was raised by Mr. 
Y\ ill is,- ami after some discussion the matter 
w.t- ruler to the Committee on Standing 
Rules.

lue B-.il relating to Ferries was referred 
to a co1 omit tee, viz : Messrs. Crawford, But­
ler, l-.itchie, Covert and Davidson.

* regress was reported on a Bill, committed 
Ly the Attorney Aviieral, to erect pan ot th 
Parish ur Canterbury, York County, into a 
new Lari'ii ; it_pt ..vides that the liew pari-to 
.-hull i.a\v t wo lepiv.'.-ijiativea in the Lutiniv 
Council, in. inhabitants thereof are favor- 
aide t i the division, but the Municipal Coim- 
rillni-' generally .-et-iu to lie adverse to iu 

Mr. Barbarie committed Bill ■“for the pro­
tection ol certain bird.'and animals." Messrs. 
\\ illis, Barbarie., Davidson, Blair, Johnson, 
hrast.i- amt iIni took part in the-discussion, 
lim question arose of postponing it uutil th 
Chiel l lame l liiiuii.'.'iunur wu.> heard from 
but the majority of the members were n 
favor ..1 \oting ,,n the lull a- it was, without 
waning f..r mix out-ide - fell 
i>;!l passed wit.i certain amendment

Bill to e ii.. oiidnt" and amend certain Art' 
relating to the St. j ,hn Prot -slant Uq, 
Asylum, committed b> Mr. Marshall, who 
lead tin- report ot the Committee to whom 
was referred, recommending it with son 
amemtim ms the favorable consideration 
"1 the 1 louse, was passed.

Provincial Secretary submitted, pursuant to 
notice of motions, detailed statement 
ganiing the receipts and expenditures, assets,

"r‘

< Government tile people 
bill. A lion bill bad

liabititle.', outstanding loans and advances uj: 
to 27th I eurnarv, 1870, and a number ot 
other liu.-mcial particulars.

Mr. 1 AiiotL recommitted Bill “ to estab­
lish liens in certain cases," Mr. Hutchisoi 
in the chair. A long discussion followed n 
weich Me."!,. L \nott, Ritchie, We.lderbure. 
McManus and .1 ottered spoke ill support, 
Me»rs. Black,. Davidson, llaiiningiun ami 
Landry in opposition.

lue tiiovu1 was pleased with the way in 
v» bleu i in- Bill had been received and thought 
: .at ail ()hj"i-ti„ii> t„ it could he successfully 
mol. I iie subject had been before the 
country lor 25 years. After the estabtis,,- 
ui.-nt <>! KespoU'ible 
had expected a lien
been be I ore tin- L-gislatiire but it had alwa 
receiv-d me go bye. He maintained that
with ill" Dominion Government m huldin 
liens t .r Custom duties and the Local Gov­
ernment m iiobting liens on logs, complete!) 
eli lor- ; .i" priueiple ot lhe bill. He argued 
1 mg and- .-arm :i\ in me principle of tier 
and on the ju'tice and necessity of prolectin, 
th" lab Hiring man wno put hi< blood and ins 
miiscl", which were all his capital into th 
work and made it va!.table aud the mail \%ii 
•siippli.-d the material. U.i the testimony ;nt 
Ho!) Wiif in* who sought to deprive t 
laborer i'! Ills wages was put on thé footing 
't a munli-rer. .Man) outrageous cases of ii 

justice to the poor limn won id never nav 
occurred iiidih re been a lien law oil m 
Statute Book. !i,- was wilting to acc-*p 
any r-asonab!..- amendment to his bill (which 
ne .-aid contained the cream of the-Ontario 
and Maine Bills j. and mentioned one in r 
la.ioii to timio. r which be lia i adopted, i 
suggestion, .that no liens should be allowed 

hdow $10 u. above $10. HecloS' 
bv say g that the ui.iv. r.-al feeling 
comm a as m favor ,.f a lien hill. ' I 
Legislature pass this I,.11 and 
trial. 1 hr interests oi the po 
to b,- protected, til.- cry of me" 
nut chip trap, In- was the 
poar in ii. ills constituents saw how favor 
abi\ tin.- lien law worked in tiie neighbour­
ing State aud they d--sired the like protection.

Mr. Loitered, from ins own experience, 
described the slice ' fed working of the lien 
iaw in Maine, d ue opponents of the bill 
grounded tii* if ubj -étions to it, ciiiellv on 
th" arguments that it would not benelil th- 
iab utring man w ho now had ;fll the pr-uv.- 
tion ii; the a.tacoiiifiit ami garnishee laws he 
ivqiu:t-o, amt wiio was not compelled to t. ii'l 
au\ man a doiiar fur liis labor, but it ,vui|i-l 
tell against to - men >.t enterprise and capi.a, 
wao Were tnê real sufferers m this time o: 
depression, and tend to cramp all enterprise, 
• m* limit it to temporary undertakings. I 
illustration, ma- x va- - were gixvn iu >vhie.a
a li •:i law would work disastrously, it would 
most certainly increase litigation and perhaps 
wonkl hot.be objected to bv lawyers on luat 
account.

Mr. Black

th

give it a fair 
•r man ought 
po »r man wa 

epresentative of

made a very able speech in op- 
M.-ssrs. llaningion aud Lumin 
mu tin.' same ground as on me 
n tin- bill was up the lirsl tiim 
• L I - s.ngular Unit the streugU 
tern lo mis measure comes from 
d. Finally progress was re­

ported. and a uiotio.i was passed, ordering 
in-- bill with tue other lieu bills before Lht 
House to be printed.

occasion vvui 

W estmoreia

Mi
I UKSD.vy, Mardi 25.

Loiter gave notice of inquiry whe. her 
it \as me inL-nuuii of tue Government to 
introduce a bill ai tiie present * .ssiuii to 

’authorise the. issue- of debentures for 
erection ot new L gisiative Buildings.

Bill coin ni! tied U) Mr. Go Vert to make valid 
Certain deeds ol tin* li c:ur, Ac., of (Jhrisi 
Church, Maugerwlt", to Elizabeth J. Bailey, 
agreed to.

Btli committed u\ Mr. Colter to regulate, 
(io make uniform I the assessment of island.' 
un lue R.v r Si. John, agreed to.

Bill commuted by 1 Ion. Mr. Wedderburu 
to 1 miner aim-ml the law relating to levying 
aud assessing rate' and taxes in St. John, 
providing for an additional assessment of $20,- 
UUU on tae eastern side ot the harbour, agreed 
to with c--i:aiu amendments.

inti i"-committed bv Hon; Mr, Fri 
.erect pari >t ; h" parted of Canterbury into a 
separate pari-h, agreed to.

i‘r*»gre-> was top -rted on bill i Mr. Colter) 
io am 1 Coupler I. Consolidated Statutes 
ivlutihg to 11- ci a »n> in me General Assembly 
s » tar a> r .-Ut"- to County of York 
vtiling tuai Lit- W arden shall revise 
resident l.'l instead of Sheriff.

Progress was reported on hill (Mr. Ritchie > 
i" amend « hupier lUU, Consolidated Statutes, 
a> lur a- relates lo mines and minerals.

In tiie aileiiioun a long discussion arose 
over the Bill recommitted by Mr. Savre, to 
legalise the assessment made by lion. A. E. 
Butsturd and other Commissioners on 
property owners in Germantown Lake 
District. Tnis is a matter that has been 
very long m dispute, u was brought under 
the consideration of tin.- Legislature in 1*73. 
1 here is a case now ilending iu the Supreme 
Court, between the inities concerned. The 
history ol tile case, a long and involved one, 
was very fully gone into by Mr. llanuingtun. 
Mr. Sayre, Mr. Black. Mr. Turner, who re­
sists payment of assessment and who has re­
fused to rev*-guise tue decision of the Com­
missioners, doing so on the ground that the 
assessment they made was unjust to himself 
and illegal. Un the other hand it is contended 
that Mr. Turner > objections were luerelv 
technical and that bis contention erroneous. 
Mr. Hiiuningtoii, Mr. Eraser, Mr. Laundrv 
spoke in opposition, and Messrs. Davidson, 
Black, -Sayre, in tiivor of the Bill. Progress I 
was reported.

Mr. Hutchison introduced a Bill relating to 
the cunsiiiiiLun ut tue Legislative Council, 
providing for tiie prospective reduction of 
tue number of its member* to ten.

Wednesday, March 20.
A Bill, committed by Mr. Hutchison, to 

ve.-d the. appointment of Northumberland 
Alms House L'ommi'siouer* in the M unicipal 
Guuucii ut that County, was thrown out.s 

Notice of inquiry was given by Mr. EI\ler 
let her ii was the intention of (he Govern­

ment to hold ihe next Provincial Exhibition 
not later tnuu two years from the time of 
the holding of last Exiiibition, and whether 
it is intended i liai the next Exhibition .-diali 
be held in Si. John, also whether govern­
ment will make a small grant in aid of 
teachers of great age and iu indigent circum­
stances.

The German town Lake Bill was. recom­
mit ted, and alter further lull discussion in 

ich M - '. Ritchie, Barbarie, Blair, Mor­
ion. W nil--, 1 .\um r spoke in suppu. t and 
M- -.-vs. I funning i a paiitet the Bill was 
agreed to .. I ■ II, without amendment, 
Mr. Gilles]» v -. -iv - d aiîsw--refront IV »v. .See. 
to hi* qite-.i m.'i- .. ling the Kent N a them, 
the D.iiitoiteiti . Br m.-o, and the Miramichi 
Branch raitv.u-, . the revival of the sub­
sidy at of I''i!. i lie government are pro-, 
par- -t to «.Titer ml » v >ntTact with tin K-.-nt 
Northern Halfway Company on receiving 
sattetevt--rv a • •!.-:•.u:i-' ...t then- ability to coil- ; 
struct lin.- tin»-, i li*' Government have j

be given them under Act of 1874, the Gov-: tiie excess had -faWn .owing t<> die miporia- 
ernmenf decline to answer questions whether tion of wheat sued and stock, par: ot w-.r- h 
in event »i" assurance being given them of the would be repaid, leaving the Uetect. 8lL-»l : 
ability of Dalhoitsie Branch Railway t) con- an unusual ctiarge under this head was >-,1 1 
struct road, of the ability of the Western for agricultural books. There had been <n 
Railway Company to construct th- Mi rami- expenditure ($18,244), over estimated under 
cui Valley Lin-.*, it is their intention to sub­
sidise them. The government have under 
consideration tiie continuing of the Railway 
Facility Act of I-s74.

Mr. Marshall committed a bill to incorpo­
rate the tit. John Club. Such in «fit ut ions are 
'■ munch in all cities in Great Britain, the 
l nit- d States ami in Canada, and th-iv wa- 
uothing in the bill except tin- giving to the 
g. title men incorporating themselves the 
m cevary p ;wers to establish the Club.
After several sections were pa>s d, to s me- 
of which tiie mover made amendment.', 
progress was reported.

Tie- order of tiie da) —that supply b- 
granted to Her Maj -sty — was then taken up.
T1 " ''peak r in the chair.

The Provincial Secretary in moving the 
resolution made v -rv "hiborate statements 
comparing tiie financial condition of. th**
Dominion and of Ontario mid New Bruns­
wick with that of New Brunswick, and ol 
he financial condition of N.-w Brunswick in 

tin* past and present, of its tiabiiiti -.- and 
:’s assets, of its receipts in 1*78, ami - xpen- 
iiture compared with the estimates, dealing 
in a very rapid manner with a bewildering 
amount of figures in the course of his exposi­
tion, and growing warm and eloquent in re­
counting tiie history of an unjust claim made
• »n tiie Government of N" w Bnutewick l>\
Lie Government of the Dominion, closing 
after speulting fully two hours and a half 
without exhausting his matter. At six 
o clock lie moved the adjournment of the 
debate until Thursday at 3. We can only 
give a few of tiie salient points of his ex­
position.

The Provincial Secretary commence 1 by 
sr ting that he had the honor of submitting 
mi certain papers ami returns that so full and 
-d'-ar a statement of the financial condition of 
tin* Province, except that it was the custom, 
it was hardly necessary to take up the time 
<>f the house by a furl he* exposition, lie 
-poke of the extraordinary d--prt stion of 
business that had prevailed nil over the 
world, that it was beyond doubt that the 
depression that had been borne by the United 
tit'ites and the Dominion, must have b n fell 
in New Brunswick. He referred to what hail 
taken place in the Dominion Purlinm -nt three 
»r four days ago, wh.en the Finance Minister 
made hi< budget speech, and announced a

• large scheme of additional,,taxation, quoting 
a passage fr ».n Mr. Tilley’s speech, statin,* 
tiie amount of the deficits and of additional 

"revenue that would be required to !>-• raised 
by increased customs and excise duties

The Secret a rv then gave figures .'bowing 
the excess of expenditures in the Dominion 
for the last four years, which gave a total of 
$4,488.700. lie also showed that since 1 <74, 
t Iv* Ontario Government had deficits amount­
ing to $2,241,100, and gave figures to prove 
that for the last four years m Nova Scotia 
tin* expenditures had greatly exceeded the 
receipts, leaving large yearly deficits, the 
il-licit in 1871 amounting to $148,000. Nova 
Scotia had large outstanding debts, lie was 
happy that he could say with confidence that 
while deficits had taken place in the D unin- 
ion and other Provinces of tin* Dominion, no 
'lieu tiling had taken place in the Province 
-»f New Brunswick.

He would not enter into a discu-sion 
whether the present Government had existed 
for years or whether it was a new Govern­
ment, but would >ay that the present Cy»v- 
"iniiient were determined to make theju-x- 
p-mlimres square with the receij/ST "Tue 
ti-eretary then proceeded to speak of the 
s\steui hitherto prevalent of carrying over 
warrants from one year to another, so that 
i' was almost inipj-sible to find them out.
The present government had determined to 
■examine closely what debts were really due 
by the Province, and to wipe out all out­
standing liabilities still existing, so that in 

■ ii" future all liabilities of the Province shall 
b • brought down to one standard. The 
• ■u'tomof accepting..drafts which were floated 
•ib mi the Province from the different depart- 
im-iits was not a desirable .mode of d >ing 
bn-diiess. The system must he changed, tiie 
work" mlist be done and the money earned, 
ami then the Government would pay it.

S| éaking of thu timuu-iai condition of the 
Province, the Secretary said that notwith­
standing the state of the lumber trade of 
wnich lie need not speak, the falling off of 
ilie receipts from th- Casual and Territorial 
Revenue, notwithstanding the general depres- 
>i"fi, and that the Government had paid out- 
'tanding liabilities, not to speak of the just 
claims of the Province against the Dominion 
t at had not b-en paid, still there was a bal- 
an e of $ 1,000 to $5,000 (as we understood,) 
after all expenditures. The ti eh ret ary then 
r- ferred to the exceedingly harsh and rigor­
ous manner in which the Dominion Govern- 
itifiit had struck off the additional subsidy of 
$03,000, a subsidy he held the Province was 
still entitled, and wiiicii he hoped that the 
Province would yet get back. lie then went 
bito details of the balance tiie Government 
had on hand, and in doing so referred at 
i uigth to the $25,UUU that had been voted 
but not paid for. the sufferers by the tit. 
•I din fire, concerning which, a good deal of 
mi-apprehension prevailed, in brief, the ex­
planation ran, that at the time the money 
was voted, there was no body in tit. John 
competent to receive it, afterwards, when the 
money was drawn the government heard that 
it was the intention of the committee to 
divert the fund to another purpose than that 
for which it was raised, and they staid .their 
li md.

In justice to the people of the Province, 
md to suff'-rers by the tire, the 
government could not allow the $25,UUU 
i-i go to the re le if of the promiscuous 
pauperage of tit. John. The money could 
not be placed back in the Treasury, as it 
might be subject to be re-voted for the same 
purpose by the Lagislnture. lie could not 
lv*ep the warrant in his possession, and there­
fore the money wa.- placed with the Receiver 
General. The government had a scheme in 
Contemplation by which the $2",U00 might 
he spent in doing permanent benefit to suf­
fi vs by the tit. John lire was still in embiyo, 
hut it was proposed- the money might be 
u.-ed to aid a number of people who had been 
rendered destitute to settle on the Crown. 
L unis t>f the Province. The Secretary then 
Mated and explained the receipts and discrep­
ancies between estimates and receipts for 
1878. Subsidies from General Government 
estimate, $430,0UU, receipt, $435,223 ; casual 
and territorial rev-mu--, estimate in excess 
of receipt was $13,057. Fees of the tiu- 
upreme Court, estimate, $2,00, receipt, 
$1.000. Fees for Provincial Secretary’s
Ollic**, $0,520 ; Lunatic Asylum, $l,0t>0 
estimate, recoipt, S^U. It had been said 
that the late Pro incial Secretary ought to 
have known better than to have made .S u b 
an overestimate. But the fact that the hard 
times had pressed uu m the whole Province 
had pressed on those who had relatives in 
Lunatic Asylums, large sums had not been 
received for the keeping of patents because 
their parents or guardians could not pay the 
amount. Refund of school loans, prior t 
1 >78, estimate $20,000, receipt, $4,031,21. 
The government were of opinion that tiie 
time had come when the large sums that 

re levied at the time when the School 
Law went into operation should be returned, 
and notifications had been sent to different 
Municipal Cuiicif that they must be prepared 
to wipe out their amounts. Interest on loans 
to tichool Boards, $2.000 estimate, receipt 
$•'4; total estimate, $502,00(1 total receipts 
including school loans, 1878,, 18th October, 
$584,077.

The tiecretary then reviewed briefly the 
estimated receipts for 1870 under their dif­
ferent heads, total $571,341 : $100,000 was 
owing to the depression in the lumber trade 
put down instead of $125,000 as last yean 
$l,000 was the estimate from the Lunatic 
Asylum, the government believed that the 
amount now due for patients would be in 
large paid during the year. He then ran 
over the several heads of expenditure for 
1870, total, $500,851, giving an excess of 
estimated receipts over expenditure of 
$1,510. Coining to the estiipate for Edu­
cation, $140,000, the Secretary said that le­
al wavs entertained the opinion that the 
amount expended on education was very 
large, and it was the intention of the Gov­
ernment to take into serious consideration 
tiie question or reducing it without, impair­
ing the efficiency of the system.

The Secretary then reviewed the expendi­
ture of with the estimate. lie directed

contingences of $5,244. Tor many \e:u>, 
tiie expenditures under this head had exceed­
ed the estimate, the reason being that the 
Legislative and Educational contingencies 
for education had been raised. The expen­
diture under Debentures had been $38,170, 
$550 less than estimated. It was g rati tin g 
tu know that the debentures of the Province 
i- unmanded a premium of 3 percent. Under 
Education the excess of expenditure, over 
"'Ornate was $3,509, chiefly owing to the 
large increase of salaries in the Normal 
School. Under the head Judicial, the esti­
mate was $11,810; expenditure, $15.208 ; 
"xce.-, $3,458, caused in great part by, the 
great expenses attending the two Osborn 
trials which could not have been forest-mi. 
On Public Works the expenditure, .<204.234 
was in excess of the estimate, $11,044. lie 
enlarged on this head, showing how the ex­
cess occurred, and giving a comparative .state­
ment of the expenditures on great roads, bye- 
i'oad> and bridges for the last three years, 
lie. then read a comparative statement of the 
total annual expenditures of the Province 
from Î807 to 1878, and contrasted under tjie 
tiff -r,-nt heads, the expenditures of 1871, 
$440.907, with those of 1878, $040,814. In 
maintaining, that though the government in 
1871 had the $03,000 additional subsidy, the 
comparison v,p far the strongest in favor tf? 
the administration of the present year.

The Secretary then proceeded to deal with 
the subject of assets. He would not then 
particularly refer to the claims against tiie 
Dominion Government for Eastern Extension 
or the claim for a portion of the Fishery 
Award. A large amount of revenue was 
derived from the Casual and Territorial 
revenue, but the sums derived from it were 
distributed over the year and did not come 
m at the end of the fiscal year, which was a 
drawback. He hoped to be able to show an 
vquibilium between debts and assets. He 
then went into particulars regarding County 
School Fund Loans, amounting to $22,875 ; 
and Bonds, saying that the government in­
tended to take into consideration whether it 
was not time they were settled. Coming to 
the future, the government lie hoped, start­
ing with a balance would be able to carry on 
unequitable administration of the affairs of 
the country without imposing new liabilities 
or imposing taxation.

The Secretary then, at great. length, and 
towards the close, with great warmth, spoke 
of a claim that the tiecretary of State of 
Canada had suddenly made on the Province 
if . New Brunswick, which the government 
would be called upon to resist. It arose out 
if a claim dating as far back as 1844 for tim­
ber duties, logs cut on what was disputed 
teritory between Lower Canada and New 
Brunswick, and amounted to, with accruing 
interest to $24,428. lie gave the history of 
the question, how the commissioners appoint­
ed to adjudicate in the boundary question 
did not attend to the matter submitted to 
i hum, but undertook to define a new bound­
ary altogether ; how frequently the matter 
and been reported upon, and totally at vari­
ance were the statements of Mr. Dawson, the 
Canadian referee with those of Mr. (Sheriff) 
Harding who acted with him for New Bruns­
wick, from the testimony given by the latter 
until the whole question was sifted to the 
bottom, and it was shown after proper ad- 
ju lient ion that the Province of New Bruns­
wick was under obligation to pay the claim, 
the government would, as they had notified 
tin- Dominion Government, refuse to pay it,, 
they would pay all just debts. The most 
extraordinary thing of this extraordinary 
cnv-'i), was that the Dominion Government 
pr judging the question, swayed by outside
xparte statements had placed $2,040 as re­

ceived on account of amount of claim iii the 
estimate of receipts, as he to his great sur­
prise had found. The Dominion Govern­
ment had no right whatever to do that, and 
they had been written to, to strike out tiie 
amount. Why, he concluded, will not the 
Dominion Government allow us to manage 
our own liscil affairs. The debate was then 
adjourned until Thursday at 3 p.m.

Thursday. March 27.
There was a long discussion over a bill,

un m it led by -Mr. White, te divide the 
Parish from the Town of Woodstock for 
certain purposes. As there was a division of 
opinion over this bill between the members 
of Carleton, tiie suggestion made by 1 Ion. 
Mr. Crawford, that progress be reported 
with leave to sit again, in order that tlie bill 
might be referred to a special committee was 
adopted.

The Bill re-committed by Mr. Marshall, to 
incorporate the tit. John Club was Agreed to 
with certain amendments.

In the afternoon the Provincial Secretary 
i-'-sunied his speech on the order of the day 
being taken up, briefly recupilating the state­
ments he had made on Wednesday afternoon. 
He then dealt at length with the claims of 
the Province against the Dominion Govern­
ment for Immigration expenses, Penitentiary 

'Health, and Eastern Extension, arguing with 
great force on the injustice. He then t »ok 
up the question of the apportionment of the 
Fishery Award, contending that New Bruns­
wick was justly entitled to a share, and then 
went into a discussion over the $03.000 
granted as an additional ^subsidy to New 
Brunswick in 1807, but which has now-been 
cut short, giving his reason why he thought 
it ought to be continued. In closing he took 
•i very hopeful review of the financial pro­
specte of the Province.

Mr. Blair then spoke, expressing a certain 
degree of satisfaction with the speech of the 
Provincial Secretary. In dealing with the 
statements and acts of the government, he 
said that he had a right to trace them back 
to 1 -71, when the government was first 
organized by Hon. G. L. Hatheway. He at­
tributed the Secretary’s minute financial 
statements to the resolution he (Mr. Blair) 
had moved for papers and returns, which 
had forced the government to disclose move 
than they would otherwise have done, lie 
went on to show that the expenditure cn the 
i wo principal services, Education and Public 
Works had not been increased with the in­
creasing income of the Province, and that, 
notwithstanding that the income had been 
increased from several sources by $180,000 
there was only at the end of the fiscal year a 
balance of $40,000, which balance moreover 
was only nominal. He had uot finished his 
speech when after 6 p. m. the House was 
adjourned.

iiitio.i of -Members to the fact, that 
>ito every head were, placed marginal 
hers indicating the pages in the Am 
I {“port where full particulars

,pp

gi\r,’i no a.'.v.ii'iince tv any persons interested | Under head of Agriculture, the expenditure 
in the Dalhuusio Branch, that a subsidy will had been in excess of the estimate, $2,181 i

Friday’, March 28.
A Bill committed by Mr. Gillespie, to pro­

vide for the more effectual repairing of 
roads in part of the parish of Chatham, 
Northumberland, was agreed to.

Progress was reported on a bill (Mr. Colter) 
to amend chap. 08 of Consolidated Statutes, 
relating to highways.

Mr. Marshall committed bill to convey 
certain lands by way of mortgage to Margaret 
Frith, which was agreed to with certain 
amendments.

In the afternoon Mr. Blair resumed his 
speech, which wa can do no more than briefly 
ief-r to. lie took a very wide range in his 
speech, criticising and refuting all tin* state­
ments of the Provincial Secretary, and bring­
ing many charges qf mismanagement, and 
wrong doing against the government. He 
thought the Provincial Secretary had reflect­
ed unkindly on Ins predecessor’s management 
m saying that when he (Prov. Sec.) took 
'•flice, the government resolved to ascertain 
its position as if they had never known be­
fore how they stood, lie refused to believe 
that the financial position of the Proj|ce 
this year was better than it wa< in th5^st, 
or that ahe government had fully disclosed 
the real financial condition of the Province, 
lie criticised adversely the conduct* of the 
-overnment in relation to the Kent Railway, 
■uid the position taken bv the Provincial 
Secretary on the $25,000 granted to the" 
'offerers by llie St. John tire, also the exces- 
3Ve costs of the Osborne trials, and wound 
up iiis bill of indictment by entering at great 
length into the matter of the Chatham 
Branch Railway ; making charges against 
the Government of neglect of the public 
interest, waste of public money, and ot do* 
basing the standard of political morality, 
ie> hvelt lightly on the position taken by the
Provincial Secretary in relation to the claims 
against the Dominion Government, and 
hope( 1 his anticipations would be realised.

The Attorney General then n><- mid com­
menced Iris refutation of Mr. Blair’s counts 
by entering into a full exposition of the 
p ''it!<>n of th-1 Government in relation to 
lie Chatham Branch Railway, and showing 
Mat they were not guilty of the charges 

preferred against them by the leader of the 
oppo'itiun. He closed nt six when the 
debate was adjourned.


