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A CHAT WITH
ATHER TIME

. By John Kendrick Bangs
In New York Herald
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I was winding up my old fashion«
ed hall clock the other night, pre-
garatory to retiring, when a muf-
fled gyoan from within its capac-
jous depths caused me to pause for
o moment.

“Gueh !” came the voice [rom withe
in, “pPropthat key, will you? I'm
wount up too tight as it is. Another
twist will bust my mainsgring.”

“Who the deace are youi” [ de-
manded, somewhat nonpiussed by the
extraordinary incident. Ounly once
belove hady L hedrd a voice from the

depths of that aitique timep.ece,and {

discovered

the houwe-
ein. “t isn’'t
1 added. *Ug

that was when 1
friend, Mik¢® Braunigan,
breaker. concealed the
you again, is it, Mike ¢
1o your old tricks.”

my

! |
‘Ney, pay, sy son,’” came the voice. |
rad,

“3'm sometlung ol a thief, ny
but pot ol the M.ke Braunigaun order.
ogen up and I 'will show you who I
am.”

clock door ‘wide, and out oi the tad,
coffin-shaped recess stepped a hoary

teaded o gentieman, with a scythe |

slung over 14s baek, and an hour g.a=8
41 fas hand.

“Katter Time, by all that's‘lovely !” |

I cried.

“At your service,” sald he, with an
ayp vl ugia sam,* ind very mucy A
peed oleirrigation, young man. Tho
Lwour glass is a flrst rate thing 10
mweasure the bours witl, but to pase
the time of day, give me. that tailer
bit of crystal wherein the high ball
1ests. Got a wee nlfpy I
house.”

“Ay, many,” I replied, ‘‘Three for

|
jou apd three for me, and encores

lor everybody.”
Whereupon the white haired old gos
of the hour cmerged from the €.0ck

ard, after adjusting his forelock,trip- |

ged lightly into my dining room,
where we soon silting at our ease,
discussing a neat jug of Scotch that
I had brought home avith me from
Skihibo Castle, aiter visiting

Carnegie's gardener—a former Iib-

rariac of my acquaintance from Osii- |

kosh—last summer

“l-teli you, my boy,” said the u‘._‘l‘

gentleman, smacking his lips ecstatls
cally. as be put his share of this lig-
vid = refreshment where it belonged,
“a drirk in time gathers no

When a chap'sonly glass holds noth- |

ing but sand a brief moment of stuff
Lke this of yours is a veritai gift
of the gods. You have reliev my
aridity to such an extent that

can 1 do for Yyou ¢’

“There's lots you ecan do
me,” gaid I upon refiection. “In the
first place slow, down a little, will
you? I'm growing old, too rapidly.

Here it is almost 1904, and it seems |

ounly yesterday that it was 1871. You
are exceeding the speed limit as
you wepre merely a miserable
dane automoblilst.”

“That I cannot help,” sighed the
o gentleman. “I wish I could. You
don’'t suppose & fast life has
attractions for a man of my
do you?" | A

“l judged so from the scandalous
épeul at which you are golng,” said
I. “It doesn’'t seem more than a
week between Christmases nowadays,
and, in a period when young A
erica’s demands upon Santa Clads
are satisfled with nothing short -of

age,

a few dozen Panhards and diamond |

tiaras, it's pretty
father of a family.

tough on the
Why don't you

glow down a bit and make the years |

as long as they used to ba?"

“I'd  bose my job if I did,” replied
the old man, sadly. “The race is to
the swift, my dear fellow, and Time,
like everybody else, has got to keep
up with the procession.”

“TDhat's all right,” I observed.
“Nobody denles that, but if you wilk

pardon me saying so, you don’'t keep

up with the procession. You still go

about your business in same stipid |

old way
was out
christen,
ground.

you uwsed to when Adam
looking for new animals to
but you don't cover the
There isn’'t enough of you

to attend to all that needsito be done |
has
his
nkindly |
fogey |
that |

| style, I'm sorry; but I've no
a Wulieboy of my- |

is that Mobody
to accomp
mean it

and the result
enougli of you
ends. I don't
when I say you are an ol
in your methods. Why, even
old hour glass and scythe of yours
prove that.”

“Oh, come mow,"” said
low, reproachfully.
mean that!”

*'Of courge I flo,” said I.You meas
are the hours' with am antiguated

ish

the old fel-
“You don't

thing like an hour glass, which has |

min-
you
first-

to be turned over every sixiy
utes; when for fifty dollars
could fit yourself out with a
class, up-to-date meter
regigter tlte seconds as they
as accurfitely as a gas meten
glgters the amount of wind

pase

that

runs through the pipes of a modern |

flat, Even a dollar wateh would be
more up-to-date tham that Saharan
arrangement of glass bulbs you
carry around with you, and as for
the scythe, with the work you have
to do, you might just as well em-
ploy a pair of scissors for all the
good it does. Omly the little fellowe
use., seythes nowadays. Big enter-
prises do their mowing with electrie
engines."

The old gentleman helped himsell
to amother finger from the jug be-
fore answering.

*] mever thought of that,” said
he, when he had gulped this down.

“Of course you havem't,” I Tre-
torted. “You havem’'t stopped to
think about anything, but have just
plunging ahead with the same
archaic machinery you began with,
with the result that people who
need you In their business can't get
half enough of you.”

“But these thilngs “cost money,”
persisted my visitor. “and I haven’t
got a cent Iin my pocket—fact is,”
he added, glamcing at his  toga, “I
haven’'t even got a pocket.”

“There you are again,” sald I, “Eve
erybody else has got a pocket,
though. You havem't even paused
long -enough to get a decent suit of
clothes, preferring to [ly ardund in
that same old-fashi night-shirt
that you wore when you first got
Yyour job. It's a wonder to me that
you hayen's been.arrested.long be-
fore this for wearing such a cos-
tume. I couldn’t walk from Herald

Ju a moment I had flung back the

the

Mr. |

MOS8, |

my |
gratitude shall know no bounds.What |

for |

ir |
mun- |

any |

| tho
| spr ]
| 4vout

| momen

that would |

re- |

—
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Square to Madison in duds like that
without being arresied—no, nor
anybody else, from the
down. If yYou must wear night
clothes, why in thunder don’t you
try p.j-mas? Moireover, I'll veniure
10 say you haven't had your beard
Wwrimmea or your hair cut lor
sand years, Why don't
up and have some
you?"

“It seems I'm a failure all around,”
sigted the old genileman, dejectedly.
“Where can I got any, clothes with-
out money 2'°* d

‘I'll fit you out if you'll give me
an occagional forty-eighit hour day so
that I can cateh up with my wourk,”
aid 1. “What's more, I'll pay for a
Lair cut and buy you a eaieLy razor
il-you'll promise 1o use it.”

“OL,. well,” said ‘he, reilectively,
‘after all, clot! don't m Lhe
man. I'm not gong to worry about
my dress. Il  poople don't like my
spara

you
sLyle

us 10 muke
@ell, But you are perfectly righ.t whea
you say I'm overworked. I uneed an

| assistaat.”

“One asslstant won't Lelp you,” I
put in, “What you really need to do
8 1o get yoursel! incorporated. TLis
is po time for individual effort. It

is tl e corporation that does the bus- |

ineas these days. Sunta Claus has
done it, and it ks up to you to follow
suit. Capitalize yoursell at a billion,
turn over all your tangible assels
to thke corporation and devoie the
rest of your span 'to enjoying your
otium cum dig.” S8
“An inventory of my tangible as-
scts,”. obsérvea the old gentleman
with a smile, “comprises only the
things you have rothiessly condemn-
ed as archaic—one scythe, oue hour
glass and a pockotless night gown.
WLo would take siock i a company
whose property was 80 limited as
that ? I suppose at a forced sale they
wouldn’t bring more than $3."
“Tten capitalisp yoursell at §500,-
000,000 iostead ol $1,000,0000,-
000,” said 1. “"ThLat is nearver right;
according to the figures of modern
Ligh financo. If a thing is worth-
lesa it can't be capitalized for more
thao $100,000,000. If it ie worth a
dollar you cam generally raise $200,-
000,000 on it. In flush times three
dollars’ worth of real property would
justify, an issue of $250,000,000 each
of two kinds of stock, preferred’ and
common, and 80 on. The last is your
lay, as 1 @ce 4. Organize yoursell
into a general Time Trust, Instead
of sklpping around the world like an
almless wanderer, leaving a train of
diesatigfaction in your wake, among
those who, need more of you than
you are able .under present condi-
tiong to glve, open Leadquarters here
in New York, where people can come
and get all the time they want, and
I'll warrant you'll soon be doing a
land office business. The advantages
of the scheme are obvious. Iastead
of trying to do the whole business
yoursed, you'll Lave a completely

President |

five |
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aots te do it
Rockefeller- Lasg
Next to. 'ime,
iial a commodity

, equipped corps of a
| for you—just as Mr
in tLe busine
oll is abhgut as o

"

|

LWlo %).v* happiness of man as you can |
ind. Suppose the man yho controls |

it should emulate your methods.and

He'c
financially
mighty pi.ausible,”

single oil can
plysically and

It "sounds
| my visitor.
‘It would be the greatest triumph
of the ages, If it could be done,”
I answered. “You continually hear
men saying they'd do this and they'd
do that great thing if they oiuy had
the time. ‘If I'd had five minutees
more, I could have put this scheme
through.” *‘Another hour wollld have
givern me upper handid.' ‘If So and
So Lad had another wes
won such and such an election.’ When
you come right down to it it is the
lack of time that is responsible for
all the failures in the world, There's
your chadce, old man. If you
start a concern to sell time Lo peo-
H;lu who need it in their busipess, It
| won't be long before you are in a
position to build libraries and endow

bust in a wee ky

sald

the

try to supply tLe earth with it with |

he'd have |

will |

universities in every hamlet in crea-|

tion. I'll be oune of your
tomers to the tune of an extra month
in every twelve mysell.”

| wi you think I could be
ed?” asked Father Time,

flgat-

regular cus- |

1

-
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for this is that the woman, hav-
Ing won the man of her choice, loves
him well and is contented ever after
to aibde by her own decision.
There -have been instances in his-
tory where women have proposed to
men and have happlly married them.
And was there mot that quaken
maiden of Longlellow's who proposed
and was accepted? Eiizabeth Haddon
4_1I(l not wait for leap year, but spoke
wer misd, and her lover, after think-
ing it over for a season, came back
to teil her that he wpuld accept the

| Haddorlield, mute testimony to the

offer of her hand. The house anud |
the green field still lie there at |
fact that a-couple lived happily and
died leaving a great deal of worth.
Marriages Generally Happy.

For Infants and Children,

iThe Kind You. Have

AVegetable Preparation for As-
similating theFood andReg ula-
ting the Stomachs and Bowels af

“INEANTS - CHILDREN -

Promotes Digestion Cheerfid-

ness and Rest.Contains neither

rum, Morphine nor Mineral.
oT NARCOTIC.

A8 a rule the leap year marriage |
is a happy one, so experience prove
simply for the reason that the wo-
man feels that the marriage was
of her owm seeking and that
Is\in a sense responsible for {t.
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“T promise you that you'll find him
80, said the old map. “He's im-
purtagt Hitle cuss, aud kno
He 18 1o bring you a Presideat
take my word Tor it, he'll bri
a guod one,."

“A new 0.0 7" I asked

“Well—jie'll bring yu one
nrexer been e.ecipd President !

at”sal. Il promise in that reg:

tne old geotleman,

And how about
I. “1 have a paper loss of §
888.62 on my Pumpkiu Pie pre
Is vuat to remain

“What was your original invest-
Plagl anded my guests
and twenty-eight

he

L}

my stocks 2" said
356,

red.

llars
said I.
* said Tather Time, pleas-

ou caun't hold me respousible
s ir paper loss,*but 1'll promise
tat in 1904, if you agree to

ceats,’

yu

. keep out of Wall street and to work

hard, wien 1004 1s eunded
Liave earned tw.ce that am
nine dollars in round figur

With wihich comforting
ther Time left me, but before |
parture he placed a small package |
in my hand.

“Take this as an expression of my
gratitude for Yyour good advice,’
said he, and then he vanished.

I ogened the package later, and|
foupd within two hundred and fortly

you will
unt—say,

| cheques upon the Bank ol Time read

‘If you get the right people to do |

| the “Theve's a
“ m

promoting,” said I
soap-bubble blown from a clay
pipe’ to the tune of $20.000,000 il he
| wanted to. Some of his corporations
| last as tong as two years, too. I
|

| think our scheme would appeal to
| him, because he is frequently pressed
for t:me to an almost periious degre
himself, and I'm inclined to believe
he'd tauke a controlling interest in
lien of his comwission, which woald
be a great saving."
“Well,” said the old gentleman, ris-
ing, “I'm very much obliged to you
for your suggestion, and I'll think it
over., Meanwhile, I must be off.

haven't got it more than half ready.
Fact 1s, it's -only [finished up
May.” : «
“See If you can't give us a good
one thigshtime, old man,” said 1. “The
last has been perfeetly rotten. If I
could I'd cat it out of my caléndar
altogether. The only thiog in its
favor 18 that it hasn’t in the end
seemed to have lasted mbre, than a
week. We should be fifty-tivo weeks
nearer to the millenniu, but I'm
blest If we don't seem to\have gone
back that much and more."y

“I koow,” sald Father
received lots of complaint
1903, and most of ’em ha
Justified. But he was a prymising
baby last January.”

“That’s the trouble,” said I.
have too many ' promising
What the world needs is an}occa-
sional fulfilling baby, and itislup to
¥you to make 1904 a kid of tha} par
ticular sort.”

me. ‘I've
about’

2 |
|
{
\

an in Wall street who could [inance |

| from my visitor, and

| what he owes

Al
new year is due next Friday, and I |

to |

ing as 'ollows ; f
Mhe First National Bank of Time,
New York, Jan. 1, 1804.
Pay to Beader One ..Hour
John hrouos.

HRS. 1. No. -60.

Clearly here was a gift of ten days
80 arranged
that I could '™ail mysell of it as
needed, put I deler any expressicn of
gratitude, ot

It 18 not yet Jan. 1, 1904, and I |
have no means of finding out If the|
cheques will prove®good,-and latterly
) many have come back to me pro-
tested that every man who pays me
me  nowadays by
cheque I8 temporarily under susp.-|
cisn. Even Ii t ey turn out'to be good,
I am not going to get excited over
Father Time's gift, for what can a
man do with ‘ten days when he needs !
fourteen a wegk to accomplish the |
wpork in hand ? |

LEAP YEAR.

What it is and How to Tell When it
Comes.

Just wkiat leap year is few peo-
ple know. That it means the gaip- |
ing of a daly In tLe ecalendar, the
akipping abead of twenty-four hours |
and the adjostment of the years,
nearly everybody has some dim no-
tion. But its real import is grasped
by few except the sclentists; and
of these none but the ’pstronomer
himself could tell you exactly why
it is. :

There is- a vague.-potion that the

leap year is caused by some flaw;
in the making owt of oun time calen-

e

| # in other

T We

dars, and that there i
SO al
Our tuno N Lot
the sun's time. Al
yeans this amounts
or one whole day!
ake this up and to gain a day
sgAryAo add a day to L
legp year. Las
65
3 LLe astronom-
with the sun
earth moving
IT it
ere would
without a
or

Iy pec

year: Congolic vily

366 days logt

Jdngs
old

> pot
too nmae
cLance I
is corrected
polating eve
TLe centur)
when the
visible. Thus

lost

leap year ou
v number is so di-
1900 was not leap year,
because 19 divisible witkout
remainder, by 4; but 2,000 will be
a leap year becawse 20 is so divisible!
But to thoe héme mind leap year
more nor less than
day, a soltingz Lo
time, & mylsterious adjust-
mant of things, which comes once in

not

| four years

But counected with leap year there
i a bit of sentiment, just as there
anniversaries. And to the
understands leap year, 1t

girl who

Las a significance which belongs to '

no other year.
Once upon a time, long years ago,

when leap year firgt came in, there

was. a society of jpeop'® which called
itsell by name, which would me
the vear cocety. They were

leap

merrymakers and jesters and tley |
Now, these merry- |

d the court
makens decided thot leap year, be-

t lmd ono more day than any

year, should be made remark-
able o come way.

The Sentimental Year.

And one of them hit upon the -idea
of making the extra day a day on
which the young women of the &o-
ciety or clique could propose 1o the
men. The proposition was laugh-
i v accep and one of the young

uv,‘lx}un present, a great beauty of |
the court, jestingly proposed to one |

of the courtiers. The knight ac-
ceptled her hand with a low bow and
the wedding was celebrated that
very night,

The significance of leap year in
ihis respect has been preserved, and
there are communities in which the
young women walt for-the coming
of this year In order that they may
mpeak ont to the men of their ehoice.
The women proposs and are ac-
cepted. -

Nor. are such mariages unhappy,
History shows that when the man
accepls, as he usually does, the wed-
ding tak ace and the couple live
happily ever, afterward. The reason

meal,"

| wias of her own making, and she of |
| all others should make it come out |
| right. |
| The leap year girl
| girl usually, for . a

is a

preity |
homely i

mirl
| S
pose, and as a wile she has certain
ages over other girls.
is of g 'willing disposition,
is-tr-ove with the man
or she wpould not
o him.
her first choice,

She she

have |
not her
¥8 “I loved him best of all.”

She does not say “I took him as a
| last resort, for fear no one else
| would ask me.”
‘ Once married she tries to be hap-
py, for she realizes that in case of
| failure the blame would come very
largely upon herself, She proposed
| and the marriage was of her own
seeking. i

Should a woman propose and
the leap year girl justified in
| coures she takes?

is
the

| would never be bold enough to pro-|°

Aperfect Remedy for Consfipa-
tion, Sour Stomach,Diarrhoea,
Worms Convulsions Feverish-
ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.

Fac Simile S;gnalure of
et Fotedov:
NEW YORK.

Always Bought

For Over ™
Thirty Years |

JGASTORIA

THE CENTAUR COMPANY, NEW YORK CITY,

LOWEST

THE VERY BEST

COAL~ WOOD

PRICES

That is question which is vari-
| ousiy answered There are people
think her a vulgar and for-
J ward young woman. But there are
| others who regard her the
}\u"lnml_\' of women.
|  Should or should
| propose ? The leap
lnh!~ can and should, and 1904
the wr in which she ean Ho it.
The leap year dance and the leap
party are now in and

who
as
not 4 woman
year girl says
is

year st
the leap year girl will ‘have I
ant opportunity for pgoposing to the

man of her

| €onsumption is

|
Year

Scourging Canada.

by year the White
| steacily gains headway, and why?
| ?2Because careless people  let their
| colds run into eatarrh, which in turn
| becomes consumption. Vigtims of
| catarrh needn’t bp discouraged, for
fragrant- healing Catarrhozone por-
manently cures every type of ca-
tar:jih 100 hnzveporof (atarrho-
zone immediately kuls the germs
that cause rrh, and- prévents
{them from a n entering your
tem. Rolief be quick, cure will
certain, 1 freedom from

[ tarrh follows the use

rrhozone. It js a se

y warranted to cure lu
bronchitis and catarrh.

Plague

EY 8

rou-

Why He Did Not Ger on.

He had few idenl
He did
He had too mamy
He tried to give

chance.
ver

not d to tuke chances.
irons in the
his relatives a

was a whole man at any-
thought a good bus
run itself
He was afrakd to burn
behind him.
He did not
appearances.
H.4 rude mann
from the stor
He loved his pipe and a story bet-
xrr than his work
Ho could not

ywers on his

ness shouid

the bridges

appreciate the value of

rs drove customers

concentrate all his

task.

not know how to duplicate

indifferent

business.
incompaient

responsible ti

» did thing and over again
beeause he I stem.
He thought he knew a there was
to know about his business.

clerks

friends

Land of Sunshine and Flowers.

Florida, Georgia, North .and South
Carolina, Virginia and goulhern
inter resorts are best reached via
Lehigh Valley Railroad and its
| connections via Philadelphia, Wash-
ington or New York. For detailed
Information, maps, time taules and
illustrated literature;, call"on or
address Robert S, Canadian
Passenger Agent, onge street,
Torcfito, Ont. .

The Periect Eye.

45 years of age requires the
help of for close work, You
“ most certainly need them if you cannot,
| as mear to the eye as thirteen inches,
see the smallest print clearly, read with
out fatigue and without the letters blur-
ring.  Consultati and examination
| fxee. John W. Gerrie, druggist and grad
| nate doctor of opt James street

About
|

{EE(L]

Cloves for Nausea.
“Cloves,” sald physician, ‘make
an excellent and handy remedy for
pausea, for the headache due to train
| rides and slight attacks of seasich-
ness. I went abroad last year and
on the boat the first day out. I began
| to feel thé approaches of seasick-
| pess. I took a dose of cloves every
| hour all the rest of the day and by
| midmight the attack had left me and
| it did not return again. My wife is
much glven to indigestion, par-
| ticularly when. she eats pastry, but
\('Vp‘ri(\'lc“ has taught ber that she
may now eat pastry with impunity,
provideq she swallows a clove now
and theh for several Wours after the
o

fastive"Bro

ays th ull 'N
Cures & Cold inOne Day, @ Days

.

on every
GOV box, 25¢

)

G

most |

choice, l
|
|

ntifie |

“ Cure |

'Head Office—6 James Street North.

| Yards ;

Cannon and Ferguson Ave.
Walnut and O’Reilly Sts.
| Head of Victoria Ave. S.

|
|

Docks :
Foot of John Street N.
‘( Foot of Catharine Street N.
TELEPHONES—1481, 1482,
The

ROGERS COAL. CO

Lirmit

Fuse Wire and

Electric Battery Zincs
TORONTO METAL CO.

{ire. |

Toronto

& Did YOU Ever

USE

Mmheﬂsjread

_ Health
pxpen

.

iful, wholesome, nutritious and
ur cer for it or let us know,
3 ;1:‘\',]1'1 ot be without it,
you get the label on the

91 and 93 Ashley

RY—185 and 187 King

street west, Telephone 1293,

PPN PN,

A. M. EWING.

Sole Manufacturer

Beware of Worthless Tonics
and Hair Washes

cauees for itching scalp, scaly dandruff and
baldness, as the stuffs in many cases are too
strong for the follicles.

study,

Shampoo and hair dressed 50 cents.

Fine assortment of switches and cut hair
always on hand.

MDME. I. MINTZ,
Scalp Specialist,
Phone 1222,

CANNEL COAL

For Open Fire=places.

Freah shipment just arrived.
Prompt delivery.

THE W. A. FREEMAN CO., LIMITED,

57 Ferguson Ave. South.
Phones 1475, 1476, 1477.

20 PER CENT. OFF

1s not in it-With the low prices we sell at.owin,
to John street rents being low. See our Uolz
Watches, $1¢, Gold Spex, dafaty Diamond and
Gem Ripgs, Boys' Watches, Gents' Watches
and Chalns, large stock. We make jowellery
in a few hours’ notice, Se¢ our special Genta'
Heavy Fand l{lng}_r with initials, $4.00 up,
Kindly eall on us, ices low. Opeun oveningn,
K. PASBS, 91 John street sonth,

But come and have
yoursealp examined by a person who has made |
the treatment of the bair and scalp a lite long [

Finest Darje€
in Canad

No

The Xmas rush bei
| again able to attend t
Repairing. Our:/motto
PKOMPTNESS AND
| WORK, and e will
please you.

We guarantee all pur wi
| are moderate.

F. CLARINGCB

JEWELER AND OPTICIAN 8 James

d

For they are in many instances the immediats |

erybodywaloy
BRILLIANT, HEA
RELIABLE'
and no work nor
in coanection.
wouldn’t use the e
light if he could?
ELECTRIC SUHPP

Lowef_t Farrell,

A Money
Button's

38 King Street West.

i Qur customers.
greasos, packings, ete., write
The WILLIAM SETTON OOMPOUND
of Toronto, Limited, 186 Quecn S5t. B

" WHAT CAUSES IT ?

Buying spot cash and acourate worl
small rent all heln us to wive astoundi
gains.  Dainty Gold Walches $10 up.
Spex, Links, Long Guards, big stock of
Gents’ Initial Heavy Band Riogs, $4 g
can mako it pay you to buy from us
call on us, Open evenings.

E. PASS, Exglish Jewels r, 91 Jobn

TUE TIMES as ac adverti 4
medium is unexcelled
Hamilton.




