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THE ROUND TABLE but the boards eléct to provincial' 
councils, and the elected members 
of provincial councils elect to the 
Viceroy’s Council. It is apparent 
that whatever tie unites the elect­
ed member with the indfviduàl 
constitutent in India is far more 
attenuated than that with which 
the Dominions are Jamïliar; arçd 
of course the proportion of the 
entire population which exercises 
a -vote, however, indirectly for 
legislative purposes is very small.. 
Moreover, in no sense are issues 
submitted to any of these elec­
torates at times of elections. 
Members are chosen mainly fdr 
their status as men generally re­
presentative of a particular inter­
est or religion. Further, the ad­
ministration is in the hands of the 
Viceroy and his Executive Coun­
cil, who are not chosen by the 
legislative body, but appointed by 
the Crown. Parliamentary gov­
ernment at the present moment 
does not exist in India; and prob­
ably the objection will be taken 
that it is anomalous and undesir­
able that the homogeneity of the 
Conference should be impaired by 
imparting into it the representa­
tive of si government which, un­
like all the others represented, 
is not in fact responsible to the 
people. x *

In essentials the second objec­
tion amounts only to a restate­
ment of the first. The first was 
directed 'outwards, the second in­
wards. If India had responsible 
government there would -be " no 
doubt as to her attaining the Same 
measure of independence of the 
Government of the United King­
dom as the Dominions have reach­
ed. On the other hand, it is very 
difficult to think of the Govern-
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INDIA AND THÉ
CONFERENCE.

Last for the Season. IMPERIAL L DEAR MADAM,
Do you ever realise the increased comfort to the 'erftire 

household—yourself included—that would be secured bv tho 
| . adoption çf gas fires? * J

Have you ever contemplated the amount of labour ’spilt 
to say nothing of the time wasted, by your ma ds in carrying * 

j coals, cleaning grates, laying fires, coaxing stubborn fires 
into a blaze and keeping them going* when lighted?

If you adopt gas fires, you will not only -tighten the 
household work immensely, but your rooms will be cleaner 
healthier arid more comfortable. You can exactly control 
the heat required at any given.time in any given room..

1 Bedrooms become pleasanter (.and safer) resorts in bit-
I ter weather. The half hour's dressing for dinner, the un- 
■ dressing at night after leaving a cosy sitting room, can be 

done in comfort and safety—and at leisure.
To economise in the gas consumed is easy. When, after 

dinner, you leave the dining room,- out goes the fire, to be 
lighted in the drawing room, or study or billiard room. And 
so, throughout the day, the fire “travels from 
by the simple turning on and off of taps.

Consider how habitable these gas fires make every room 
in the house!

Half the dust in your living rooms comes from the coal 
fire—there is no dust with a gas fire'

No work is entailed—no fire irons, coal scuttles or 
shovels to trouble about, no smoke, dirt or ashes to cause 
annoyance—no noisy poking or replenishing to disturb am! 
irritate. That is why the gas fire is ideal for the. sick room, 

Certainly the gas fire is the housewife’s best f fiend — 
it’s only rival the gas cooker !

We are, dear Madam,

w'
V
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A Quarterly Review of the Politics of 
> the British Empire==Republished 
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GEORGE NEAL VI. Were this not so the Conference 
would have remained the impo­
tent debating body which it was 
at first. The Government of In­
dia, however, is not what is known 
in constitutional language as • a 
responsible government. It is 
subject to the control of His Ma­
jesty’s Ministers in all the matters 
which are the subject of the Con­
ference’s deliberations; and in 
tjiese, therefore, it cannot speak 
with a voice that it can translate 
into action, unless that action be 
approved by the Imperial Govern­
ment, which is itself a party to 
the Conference. Either’s India’s 
voice at sessions of the Confer­
ence will be an empty utterance, 
or, if it gains substance by secur­
ing the approval of His Majesty’s. 
Government, the effect will be to 
enable the latter to speak with 
two voices. In ofheri words, the 

, , , , , , existing constitution of the Im-
have been expected to go, but has perjai Conference finds no place 
reasonably been understood in fflr lndia 0nly when her Gov- 
India as intended to xconvey a e rnment js competent itself to 
hope of the Imperial Govern- carfy out tfoe measures for which
ments support when the question jts representative would vote will 
comes before the Conference.

! JN defining their attitude to the 
resolution which was carried in 

the Viceroy’s Legislative Council 
on the motion of the Honourable 
Mr. Mohammad Shaft, His Ma­
jesty’s Government were careful 
to lay due emphasis on reserva­
tions that were constitutionally 
necessary. They preserved full 
liberty of judgment; they were 
not committed in principle or de­
tail ; they must be guided largely 
by what the other members of the 
Conference thought, but—they 
would give the resolution most 
careful consideration. Now, inas­
much as there was no express 
need for the Imperial Government 
to indicate their attitude towards
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safe placé, for thé protec- V 
tion of our family» or our- j 
selves, in did age.
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Board Of Trade Building, 
St. John’s,

Manager, Newfoundland. /
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y
a motion that had not yet been 
debated or carried, this assurance 
not only amounted to going far­
ther than they might normally

Youfs faithfully,5m
■

St. John’s Gas Light Co.
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BRITISH be qualified for admission. ment of India as becoming inde­
pendent of Whitehall unless it 
simultaneously becomes constitu­
tionally amenable to the wishes of 
the people of India. Otherwise it 
would assume the position of an 
Asiatic autocracy.

The greatest disservice one 
:ould do the cause of India would 
ie to attempt to ignore these dif- 
Tculties. They are real and they 
nust be faced. However, it is 
possible to press cbrfstitutipn'al 
liceness too far. The Imperial 
Conference is not a sovereign as­
sembly. It has no executive au­
thority and no legislative power. 
It is a purely deliberative or con­
sultative piece of 3.machinery, 
vhereby a number ‘of '^lf-govern- 
ng units can discuss arid at times 
'each agreement as to common 
iction in common affairs. The 
mperial Conference can neither 
iffect the policy of the govern- 
nent of Canada or Australia or 
Great Britain in their own inter­
nal affairs, nor the policy of the 
mperial Government in external 
>r defence matters, save by the 
nethod of persuasion. The vote 
nf a majority does not bind dis­
sentients. No member to the Con­
ference is bound by anything save 
his own freely recorded vote. In 
in assembly of this-kind there, is 
obviously room for a representa­
tive of a great Dependency, whose 
admission to a Cabinet which act­
ually decided policy and in which 
votes were of vital importance it 
would be far more difficult to 
justify. What India asks for may 
be an anomaly. But, if the word 
‘anomaly” could kill, 
healthy political growths would 
never have thriven as they have 
done. Consider for a moment the 
conclusion to which severe logic 
would lead. %If India is to be ex­
cluded because she is a Depen­
dency and not a Dominion, the re­
sult is to defer a

Ï jbto. *,%••• Lord Hardinge also expressed 
his own trust and confidence that

Another objection looks so 
. . , tJ . much tor the constitution of the
India s claim would receive sym- ’Conference as to history and tra- 
pathetic consideration from the étions behind it. All the parties 
governments of the self-govern- 10 ^he Conference at oresent are 
ing Dominions. It is notorious
that

-»•*I <

THE POWER OF PROTECTION
• iT- %.-*•*, •.

Buying a BRITISH SLIT Means 
PROTECTION from High Prices

(

.. self-governing nations, not mere- 
on certain questions, chief of jy jn t^e sense that their de-

which is Asiatic immigration, the cisions are not controlled by any 
Dominion governments ,have m outside authority, but also in the 
the past been unable wholly to see sense that the pop&ar wjn deter- 
eye to eye with the Government ri1jnes the decisions!; The people 
of India. The merits of the con- eject their representatives to a 
troversy do not immediately C0l}~ ; legislative assembly'!* and the lead- 
cern us. V( hat we have to note is er who is supportedMby a majority 
that it has in fact had the result 0f votes in the assembly becomes 
that Indians and the white com- liead of the government. The ar- 
munities in Canada. South Africa,

Top Notch foubber Tootvear

TOP NOTCH * 
BOOT

BUDDY

«
<

asI PROTECTION in Material. 
PROTECTION in Style. 
PROTECTION in Fit.

»i rangement which* Englishmen 
and Australia have in the past .re-. p^jnfully evolved fçr themselves 
garded each Other with un friend- ^ through six centuries of struggle 
lv feelings, in the case of South ,was easily transplanted to the Do- 
Africa the visit of Mr. Gokhale minions by people of British 
and the mission of Sir Benjair - - st0ck. But India does not elect 
Robertson produced a better un- representatives to an Indian 
derstanding and a settlement in parliament, and her Government 
which Indian opinion for the most js not chosen by a majority of re­
part acquiesces. In the other cases presentatives. It is true that the 
less progress has been made, ai- elective system has so far been 
though the example of South applied for legislative purposes in 
Africa seems to show that exist- India that in the Viceroy’s Coun- 
ing differences of opinion are net cjj sjt 27 members elected in vari- 
really irreconcilable. But in the

h H i
t A Boot That’s Differenta in ♦

It’s patented, too—but we don’t charge for that£0 IEvery Man and Boy Needs
PROTECTION 

Have It !

The British Clothing Co., Ltd.,
Sinnott’s Building 

Duckworth Street, St. John’s.

This Boot is Top Notch in quality as well as in name. 
It s a better boot than yoq have ever had. Made of the 
finest Para rubber by an entirely new process.

Top Notch Rubber Boots look different and are dif­
ferent from the boots you have always worn. And 
they will give much better

ous ways. But less than half of 
past fifteen months Dominion and these are chosen by direct election, 
Indian troops have fought side by :and they by specially defined and 
side in various theatres of wa:Mnumerically small class conktitu- 
and evidence has accumulated thr •. encies. The remaining fifteen are 
each have acquired not mereb chosen as a result of a system of 
perception of the others martial indirect election of ap,even more 
qualities, but a wholly new under complex character. Whaf ithe or- 
standing and appreciation of the dinary voter gives his voice actu- 
other’s character.- The trenches ally for is for an election to his 
and the hospitals have throwi, local municipal or rural board, 
light on virtues that could not be j - 
seen against a merely industrial ^ 
or commercial background. In- 
dia’s hope rests chiefly upon the 
belief that Canadians and Austra­
lians who have been through the j 
fire of war with Gurkhas and Pa-| 
thans at their side will in future 
look at Indian Questions in a new 
and more liberal spirit, which will 
make possible a friendly settle­
ment of any outstanding issues.

The resolution of the Viceroy’s 
Legislative Council, however, 
raised a new question, concerning 
not the rights of individual Indi­
ans, but the status of India in the 
Empire, and the constitutional re­
lations between the great Depen­
dencies and the deliberative as­
sembly of the responsible pre­
miers of the self-governing • nat­
tions. It is a question of the ut­
most moment to the future of In­
dia and of the Empire. The de­
cision will rest entirely with the 
ConferehceTfself; Under its con- 
sfitutionfTt is complete master of 
its oWti. composition and proce­
dure. It is not proposed to antici­
pate that decision or to mâke re- 
commendations as to how ihe re­
quest of Jp.dia should be mpt. But 
it may be useful to'"bring forward 
certain considerations which may 
help to a clear judgment on the 
problem. -

In the first place there are mani­
fest constitutional difficulties in 
the way of adopting the proposal.
It will be sajçf that a Dependency 
çannot take rank, so long as she 
is a Dependency, with self-gov­
erning Dominions. It is not a 
question of dignity or status, but 
of bard actual*fact. The Confer­
ence is ap assembly of the repre- 
sentâtivè$ . governments. But 
the governments are responsible' 
govern Ments, corifpetent to frame 
and carry out their own policies.
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service.

If you want the latest and best thing in Rubber Boots, 
purchase a pair at once. We recommend them 
thusiastically because we know from experience that 
they will give you splendid satisfaction.
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FOR SALE BYr 3 many Nicholle, Inkpen & Chafe, The Royal Stores 
Ltd., Fred Smallwood, Steer Bros., and Jesse 
Whiteway.

J.J. St. John\

H AVING enjoyed the 
confidence of om* 
eutport customers

for many years, we be^ 
to remind them that we 
are “doing business as | iÂ 
usual” at the old stand. 
Remember Maunder’s 
clothes stand for dura­
bility and style combin­
ed with good fit
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strength and 
flavor is

concession,
which will not injure the self-gov­
erning communities and will warm 
ly rejoice the heart of India, for a 
period which no man can specify. 
The point was raised by one In­
dian member who spoke in the 
debate that self-government 

-should precede participation in 
the Conference, but the sense,of 
the majority was against him. 
They wished to pursue directly 
the end that they believed desir­
able for its own sake; and it must 
be admitted that,they had gopd 
reasons. There is much to he 
said, on the grounds, of expedi­
ency, for including a representa­
tive of India in the Imperial,Con­
ference. It- meets'to discuss intér- 
Imperi^l problems, and among 
those the problem of India with 
its 315 million people must take a 
prominent place. The Secretary 
of State for India finds it neces­
sary to have at. his sidç a ^ 
mainly composed of advijers-wjfh 
special knowledge oFTndia. It 
seems not unreasonable to sup­
pose that a Conference of the 
governments of the Empire when 
discussing Imperial problems will 
find the presence of a colleague, 
who can bring home to them as no 
Secretary of State can do the ideas 
and aspirations of the Indian peo­
ple, of great assistance at their 
deliberations. To the objection 
that no government which-is not 
responsible to the people can be 

(Continued on page 3)
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HALLEY & CO.

%

SB ECLIPSE, Mr. Merchant:1
kii » &

which we sell at«

i . A •
Till1 DO NOT FORGET that before you tell 

your customers that you cannot get what 
tl y want, that we have large supplies of 
everything pertaining to our line of busi­
ness. We suggest that you always write 
or telephone us enquiring what we have 
in stock before admitting that it cannot 
be obtained. '

We beg to remind you that we have 
now ready for your inspection our Fall 
Stock, bought under favorable circum­
stances. A visit will convince you of the 
values we ; 
predated by us.

11IVi® • 1™*1 n\St ! i0 45c. lb.
in 1.

a

ROYAL PALACE 
BAKING POWDER

20c. per lb. Small 
Tins 5 cts.

SCOTCH OATMEAL, 
PATNA .RICE, 
JACOBS’ BISCUITS, 
HARTLEYS’ JAMS, 

Is. and 2s.
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are showing, and will be ap-John Maunder ■

c

HALLEY & COMPANY
106-108 New Gower StTailor and Clot bier « j.j.suoim %
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281 & 283 Duckworth Street
■

Li
D.ckworth 81 * LeMutkut M
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