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cANAnA"s INDEPENDENGE

The proposal of the federal govern-
ment' to creats a . ney Depu‘tment of
Ixterhal Affaifs undsr-the presidency
of the Secretary of State has been
interpreted’in: some: jeurnals—critically
or with approval—as angther step to-
ward: Canadian ‘indépenadetice, ‘it being
generally assumed that the "new de<
partment will alter the existing relae
tions between Canada and the Empire
by arrogating to the Canadian govern-+
meats authority hérétofore reposed in
the Imperial authorities. As-a ‘matter
of faet the new legislation ‘' propeses
absolutely no c¢hange in. thie methods
by which Canada carries on her com-
munications with. foreign countries, I
is deslgned solely to facilitate the
handling of these transactions by the
Canddian governmerit, the system -of
holdfhg all . official . communications
with“foreign countries: through the
Imperial government remaining as at
presént.

Under the existmg system the gov="
ernmént of Canada holds all its official
ccmmunications extending beyond the
bounfls of.the Dominion, whether wifh
the S ry of State for4he Colonies,
withi*the various sister dominions, or
with" His. Majesty’s ambassadors to
foreign cofrtries, through His Exeel-
lericyt the Gowvernor General ' Dis-,
patches bearing on all question.of:an
external character come through the
Govérnor General. They are by His
Excellency referred to the Privy.Coun-
cil amd by the Privy Cotilcit they are
in- tuyn referred to the particular de-
partiient which is suppoSed to be spe-
cially.coneerned with the subject mat-
ter of - tHer communitation. In due
course the minister. at the head of
that department reports on these dis-
patches to the Governor General in
Couneil and that reporty if agreed to
by council and approved by His Ex-
c#ilency, is transmitted as the answer
of his governirent. The new depart-
ment will in no way interfere with the
system of ‘making the Governor
General the medium of all external
communicatiors. It is simply pro-
posed that such communications in-
stead of being transmitted by him to
the Privy Couneil, thencé to the cabi-
net, which assorts them tfo the proper
departments, shall be sent from the
Governor Germeral, through the Privy
Councii direct to the Department of
External Affairs as a cemmon centre
where they can be dealt with according
to a uniform system; wherc there will
be a small staff of officials trained in
the study ‘of these gquestions, and
"where at all times it will be pessible
to ascertain -not only the present posi-
tion of a question but its history from
‘the very Deginning. The change is
simply one ' of internal -methods of
management in the direction of greata
sin.plicity -and efficiency, and has no
bezring upon Imperial relations. -

So-that those who desire to discuss,
pro-or con, Canada’s progress toward
independence must -omit . from their
argument this new adjustment of fed-
eral' business management as having
practically no bearing on the maitter.
Such discussion, howsver, would be
clearer if the debaters would not con-
fuse incdependence within tihe Empire
with seraration from-the Empire. Can-
adsa is practically. independent tod
as HBngland .is independent; bu
neither Canada nor England is there
any apparent desire for & dissolution
of partnership.

LUMBER DUTIES AND THE
FOREST

It is semi-officially announced that
kthe = United - States tariff . revi-
sion now “approaching completion
will réduce the duties on lumber one-
half, if indeed they are not abolished
altogether. . This change. is not. pro-
posed in the interests of freer trade as
e general: poliecy, but rather for pro-
tective reasons. Lumber duties protect
the American lumbermen, but the free
Bdmission of lumber will tend to pro-
teet the. American forest; and the need
¥or forest conservation is wisely estims
wmted to be greater than the need of the
men who exploit the forests. But if
tthe free entry of Canadian lumber
into the United States will help to
congerve the American forests, what
will be ‘the éffect upon the Canadian
forests? Our timber limits have not
reached the same stage of denudation
ag theirs, but we are even now de-
wtroying or ‘permitting the destruction
of the treés faster than Nature can
renew them; and there can only m one
end to this process—an end which wil
We rapidly hastened by the increased
American demand this tariff revision
wil create, unless seme counteracting
measures are taken by Canada.

In the recently submitted report of
& congressional committee appointed
to investigate the pulp and paper in-
@ustry it was shown that about 5,280,000
cords of spruce were consumed in  the
United States east of the Rocky Moum-
tains in 1907, and that 925,491 cords
were- imported  from Canada in the
fiscal year ending June 80, 1908. The
amount. of standing spruce in the Unit-
ed Statés east of the Rocky Mountains
is estimated roughly at an amount
equal to seventy million cords, and the
annual production at 1,540,000 cords. ‘It
is quite evident,” says the report, “that

ﬂi there is not today enough spruce for-

A est standing in the United States to

a\fyrnishka future constant supply based

iﬁ‘upon the present methods of manufac-

{ ture, the probable needs of the future,

* and the present methods of fores#®con~
servdtion and waste.”

. Buggesting remedy for this ruinous
condition the committee recommended
not only vigorous conseryvation and re-
forestation measures,® but also the
1ariff changes upon which the proposed.
reduction or remowval of the lumber
duties is based. If thesc recommenda-
tiony zre. carried ott it will be found
thet, in addmon ‘to the reduction on
liniber, , pulp. will bs admitted” fré&"
duty. with the MNmitation that 7this
shall appli ] ‘&‘q : : Nfrdm
countrias ¥ & e3po
This propcsed H‘mtntion is, of coursé,

a threat of rctaliation against Canada
ln c.n,se the prevalent aaitotion for such
nn j ‘duty resnltn !Q)&ﬁg)gﬂva €n-

But this threat need ocea-
sion little Wworty in this country. Even

.rican War.

1% duty.|

spruce in he Unlte,d Stltem‘ ?chpo
acute, their manuttctgn'ers "
obliged to come toiQémida.

LES goed - Meanwhile oth’cl' péirts: of
the world require to be supplidd with
paper, and our millg"win be in f better
position to.supply the foreign demang,
for' the réasonr that™ an® export- duty
would cheapen pulpwood.

The overtures involved in. the pro-
posed tariff reduetion gre in, thiemselves
an admission that the Unitesi States
timber supply is in danger —tlaat Ame-
rican manufacturers need eccess to
Canafa’s forests, And if ihdy are de-
nied this access the need ils bound to
increase with the. aimiest inevitable
result that American woo.d manufacs
tories and paper wmills: willl: estwblish
themselves in this counitry»an éend
compensating: in profit for' amy tem-
porary loss in the meantime., In othey
words, Carada has the whip hand and
car well afford to play her game with
an eye single tq _her own! interests;
ignoring allke Amerlcan oveittures and
threats,

THE BRITISH ARMY

The geperal annual report ‘on the
British Army for the year ' ending
Sept. 30, 1908, issued’ last week; shows
a marked improvement not only in ‘tie
number of establishments but &lso fn
the quality ‘of ‘the new soldiers. “The
report states that 37,175 recruits Johﬂad
the regular army excludlng re-enlisted
men and those in colonial corps, Huring
the twelve ‘'months undéer re‘vle&w‘ an
increase of 2,269 as compb.red wilth the
previous twelve mionths. THIS Ix credse
is partly attributed to fhe fact that
recruiting for the Mounted Corps has
been practlcally um'estrlcted during
thie year. An alteration has been’ made
in methods of sipplying and maj\ntam-
ing the persondl” ¢lothing of thie sol-
dier so as to give him a direct financial
interest in hig kif, which has' also' beeh
simplified. The standard of education
of recruits is improving. 'Mbdern war-
fare requires a higher staridard of in-
dividual intelligence, and for this rea-
son no soldier can draw proficiency

' pay until He Has obtdthed a third class

certificate of educhtion. The recruits
for the Special Reserve are generally
well reported upon, and a better class
of recruits is coming in ian enlisted
in the militia. The strength of the
Army Reserve has increased comsider-
ably and on October 1, 1908, stood at
at total of 133,949, The Reserte will,
hofever, shortly begin to dimimish in
number. The Reserve for the Cavalry
and Royal Artillery shows a material
increase in the pdst year, due chiefly
to the transfer to the Reserve from
the colors of the large number of men
recruited at the time of the Sotith Af-
The organizailon of the
Imperial  Yeomanry “having’ been the
subject of alteration, 448 yeomen
joined elected to transfer to the Spe-
cial- Reserve and 426 took a free dis-
charge.

During the next two or three years
recruiting requirements will consider-
ably diminish inasmuch as the wast-
age by transfer to the Reserve will be
less, and the loss to the service by in-
validing, desetrtions, etc., is showing a
steady reduction. It will, in all prob-
ability, be possible to raise the phy-
sical standard of the infantry of the
line and at the same time to still fur-
ther raise the status of the soldier by
insisting on an even more rigid char-
acter test than is demanded at pres-
ent. In connection with the organiza-
tion for dealing with the employment
of ex-soldiers, the report states that in
view of the condition of the 'zeneral
labor market during {lie past twelve
months the results obtained during the
year may be considered satisfactory.
The report naturally makes no attempt
to estimate the loss to the community
from the withdrawal of so many able-
bodied men from adctive wealth-pro-
ducing employment.
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TARIFF FOR REVENUE

‘Whatever the practical outcome of
the prospective revision of the United
States tariff—and the strength of the
protected industries is a probably in-
surmountable¢ barrier to any consider-
able change in favor of the consumer—
President Taff has at least set up a
guidepost which may turn the course
of American thought inte ' broader
channels.

“In the making of a tariff bill,”” he
declared in his inaugural address, ‘‘the
prime motive is taxation and the se-
euring thereby of a révenue.” True,
he discounted this somewhat in an-
other part of his speech, stating that a
tariff, in addition to securing an ad-
equate révenue, should “adjust the
duties in such g manner as to afford
to labor dnd fo all industries in this
country, whetlier of the farm, mine or
factory, protection by tawsiff equal to
the difference between. the cost of pro-
duction abroad and the cost of pro-
duction here, and have a provision
which shall putinto force, upon exécu-
tive determination of certain facts, a
higher or maximum tariff against those
countries whose trade policy toward us
equitably requires sueh diserimina-
tion.” He still includes protection and
retaliation as proper features of a na-
tienal tariff, but, for the first time in
declared Republican policy; he makes
these features subordinate. 'The cor-
rect fiscal policy, he states officially, is
a tarift for revenue, the trade restrain-
ing features bheinng imeldental, and
limited to schedules sufficient to equal-
ize natural conditions and enable the
home producer to compété iipon evén
footing . with ‘the foreign producer.

Few will expect to see thid rule fol-
lowed very clogely in the new tariff
bill. The greatest evil of . protection
lies in the fact that for every one de-
mand it satisfies it creates half a
dozen more, each new cgoncession in-
creasing the strength of the next de-
mand., The interests profiting by pro-
tection are wealthy &nd organized; the
consuming puiblic are not wealthy and
not orgariized. And the men who will
revise tho tariff are politiclans.

But it is of value for the future to
hgve an authoritative and responsible
proclamation of this kind even ir 1t is
academic anad even i in stating the
fair ‘propositian tHAt {1e' dlfferende be-
| tween the actusl cost of homoe and
tdrergﬁ ‘production” sholild b recog-

ze o tarift provision, Mr. Taft hasg

: that'the very measure
of p n which he ‘would award on
this basis to home Industry {nevitably
incréases the cost of production in as-
sociated Industries ahd go Increases
the demfd fof further protection’ in-
definitely.

. tidewater at« Montreal;

'CANALS AND CANADIAN TRADE |

Engineering News, of New York, of- |
fers in support of the «Ganadian pro-

gl ject for. the deepening and: improving

of the Lake and St. anrenoo canal
system an article of warm commenda-
tion based on an estimate of the re-

sults: of that Improvement which {
should give Canadian statesmen some |

pause . before they embark public {
money to the extent of.more than a.
hundred millions in the scheme.
Engineering. News points out that
the United States is almost as deeply
Interested in the carrying out of. this
enterprise on proper economic and en-
gineering: lines as is  Canada itself.
“The Canadian outlet:.to the ocean
through the 8t. Lawrence river and
gulf muest,’” it says;, “‘always contend,
against the dangers of navigation on.
these bhodles of water, where fogs and
ice. and rocky shores threaten .the:

mariner for hundreds of miles, - Movre | .
than this, however, the great bulk of .

the produocts- of . the. Gentral. West:
which: are; braucht to, the éastern sea-
board- are destined: for home: comumpv
tion there. It is  comparatively a
minor povtion' that seeks a.mdrket in
Europe:

“With “1ke~ ships coming down 'to

doubtless  will be to provide g ‘chiannel’ |
by wiich they’ may" pass-from the st

Lawrence into’ Laite Champlain—the
elevation of whith ‘is only . 100 feet |
above sea levn—-a‘nd“thenee Quuthwara,‘

‘through an‘enldrged" Champldin ‘canal |

to the Hudson River at' Troy, and thus
to the markets of thre- Atluntic sea-
board in New'York, Boston, Provid-
ence, Philadelphia, Baltimbre and Nor-
folk. * * * If the Canadians stdart
the ball rolling' by- ‘_prompt}y ‘enlarging
the Welland' canal, and’ particulary if
they follow this' up with the enlarge-
ment of the St. Lawrence canals, there
can be little doubt that a few years
hence will see the shipping of the lakes
coming down to New York city as well
as Montreal, and voyaging through
Long Island Sound and along the At-
lantic coast as well as in the lower St.
Lawrence.”

However, Engineering News {s con-
siderate enough to point out that Can-
ada, may hope for some benefit from
the expenditure, in the enlargel pros-
perity of the West and in the tolls she
would charge on the traffic before it
turned into the Hudson River chan-
nel. A “full recompense’ our techni-
cal contemporary styles this re-
turn, -but in -View of the fact
that freedom from tolls s a
fundamental factor of Canadian canal
operation, we nidy- dodbt the justice of

_this estimate. We admit freely the gen-

eral value of any devélopmen: that
may come to.the West, but, we need
some development down here in East-
ern Canada also, and unless it can
happen that our share in the cost of
this great canal enterprise is to bring
us same direct return, our representa-
tives will have ground for protest, or at
least for demand that our transporta-
tion interests shall receive from the
treasury aid approximdte to that we
must contribute for the upbullding of
other provinces.

EXPERIMENTAL FARMS

In the course of the informative dis-
cussion which took place:in the House
of 'Commons last week with reference

to the extension of the Dominion  ex-1

perimental farm system, the Minister
of Agriculiure announced that he was
in negotiation with the governments of
Nova. 8cotia and Prince Edward Island
with the view of establishing new sta-
tions in those provinces, the local au-
thorities to: provide the farms and the
federal government to maintain and
operate them.,

Why has our New Brunswick gov-
ernment not been sufficiently alive to
the provincial interests to make similar
advanees? No province in Canada has
more need for such an institution. Few
have better agricultural resources and
none realize so slightly upon them.
Take fruit culture for instance. EX-
perts declare that a large portion of
New Brunswick has advantages unsur-
passed for the growing of apples; yet
our apple crop is an inconsiderable fac-
tor and little attempt is being made to
develop this most pleasant and profit-
able feature of agricultural industry.
The value of a well conducted experi-
mental farnmr in the prospective fruit
distriets of New Brunswick, to test the
soil and climate and to instruct the
farmers regarding the most . suitable
varieties of trees and the best methods
of caring for them and of harvesting
and marketing. the crops would be in-
caleulable. But while other provincial
governments are taking pregressive
strides in this direction ours is doing
nothing.

At the preseat time there are in ac-
tive operation by the Dominion gov-
ernment eight of these experimental
farms, one at Ottawa, one at Nappan,

‘near the boundary between New

Brunswick ‘and Nova Seotia, one in
Manitoba, one in British Columbia, two
in Alberta and two in Sagkatchewan.
These, says the Minister of Agricul-
ture, are but the nucleus of a system
which is to be extended until a station
is established in every Canadian agri-
cultural centre. In view of this de-
clared pelicy it obviously needs only
some active effort on the part of this
province to secure in the near future
one of these invaluable assistants and
guides to micultura.l development.

> o o

PALITICS AND THE PORT

In private life Dr. Daniél is a good
citizen; in public life his desire to
make poltical capital for his party not
only destroys hig usefulness to the
comstitueticy heé: represents but makes
fiim at times a positive enemy to its
interests. As one of $t. John’s mem-
bers of parliament it is his duty to co-
operate with his cglleague .in every.
possible way for the welfare of this
port. But instead of an assistant we
find him a constant critic and oppon-
ent ‘of the Minigter of Public Works,
even golng te the length of gneering at
and throwing cold wateér < upon the
Minister’s extensive and important
plans for the development of the great
possibilities latent in Courtenay Bay.

Bven if he is.really so short-sighted
as to doubt the practicability of this
developmesnit, Dr. Daniel must admit
its imineénse value, if practicable, and
his’ unmistakable duty is  to further
tho experiment, if he considers it such,
rather than to endeavor to strangle it
in embryo. [But the trouble with the
dootor is ‘thet fie swould rather hurt
Mr. Pugsley than help St, John; he is
a politiclan before he is & public ser~
vant. It was -with antigipation  of
hindrances such as this that The Sun
urged upon the <¢lectors last October
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o wisdom or smn
uympathetic and praclicnl
man as a. colleague,
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tederataed SOuth Atrtca, The’ main
featur'es’ of ‘the draft oonst!tutlon. sums=
‘marized from the full toxt rbcentlr
nade’ public
Union‘of the tout colonies, wh'lch are’
to be known ‘as the Provinces of the
Cépe, ‘the Transvaa),. Nam and’ Omnse
 River Colony, *-
A G‘ovemm@émml appo!nted by the
atmsalaryothooooayelr
' A senste composed’ of ‘forty frembers, |
eight of whom are to be nominated by V'
thie Goévernor- Géneral in Council;-and:
‘ the remainder elected—in - the ‘first in=
stance by the provincial prl&amenu.
niotal

and subsequently “by tha'
¢ouncils,.

The House of A.ssemb}y of 121 mem-
bem. elected. a-x;d dmuted on, the.

17,

' The srna.te and Muambiy wm sit to-.
‘gether and vote ont 4 ayamm of pro~
' portional representation. .

English and Dutch to T the o;wcxgl
languages  and  to have: q;m M
‘ leges.

The existing colonial frarichises ta
be retained unlesg parliament other-
wise. provides,

Railways, . ports and harbers. to be
vested in three commissioners and a
cabinet minister.

The debts of the existing colonies to
be taken over by the Union.

The constitution of the Senate is a
compremise Dbetween the plan of the
upper chamnber in our own country and
the plan of the upper chamber at
Washington, the nominee principle be-
ing, adopted in part, presumably for the
protection’ of the minorities, and the
other senators to be elected. In Aus-
tralia, all the senators are elected. In
Australia, however, there are no racial
problems to be grappled with.

In the division of legislative powers
between-. the provinces -and the feder-
ation the South African censtitution
not only, reserves to +the’ union all
powers not expresgly delegated to: the
rrovinces, but goes beyend it by leav-
ing no exclusive powers whatever to
the provincial authorities. This safe-
guard in. favor of nationialism has been
embodied in every federal constitution
under the British flag sinde ‘the Civil
War in the United States exposed the
peril to nationalism ‘i@ .state rights.
The British North America Act was
influenced by that struggle and instead
of the residue of 'powér resting with
the provinces, as it rests with the
States under the Unijted States comsti-
tution, it rests with the government at
Ottawa.

In view of our Senate reform
problem it is interesting to note that
the Senate of :South Africa is to
be co-ordinate with the Hoyse.of Com-~
mons in power although if f:he two dis-
agree they are to meet jointly and
settle their differences’ by’a majority
vote of the joint assembly. This is a
more democratic arrangement than
exists either in this eountry or in the
United States. It is to be “noted, too,
that there will be no life Senators in
South Africa. Eight of the Senators
in Soutthy Africa will be appointed by
the ' federal administration and . will
hold office for a term; the other thirty-
two will be elected from each provinee
by the’lezislature of that province sit-
ting in joint assembly with the mem-
bers from the provinee;in the Federal
House of Commens.

———p et
PROHIBITION AND PUBLIC
OPINION

A few months ago the electors of
Fredericton deeided by an emphatic
majority to retain the Scott Act. And
yesterday .the electors of Fredericton
defeated the men whose election to the
City Council meant the enforcement
of the Scott Act.

And there you have a typieal 1illug-
tration of the average attitude of pub-
lic opinion toward temperance reform.
The average man  theoretically ap-
proves prohibition. He will sign peti-
tions in favor of it and vote for it. He
will concede as thoughtful men must
concedeé, that this would be a cleaner
and happier and better world without
alcohol. But the enforcement of a pro-
hibitory law is another thing. Even if
fe is himseif a total abstainer and
wholly out of sympathy with the man
who drinks he cannot help a feeling—
though he may not admit it—of some-
thing akin to resentment against the
operation of legal machinery restrict-
ing the freedom of himself and his
neighbor in the every day matter of
eating and drinking. At the best he has
not the same active interest as in the
enforcement of those laws which dj-
rectly affect the safety of his life and
property. Such laws exist for his per-
sonal protection and self-interest
moves him to aetive effort for their
vigorous® application. For the average
man, on the other hand, laws against
the liquor traffic are laws for the pro-
tection of his neighbor rather .than
himself; and the average man has not
yet learned to love his neighbor as
himaself.

Therein lies the weakness of tem-
perance legislation—a weakness which
can only be removed by a process of
education which shall not only put
each individual on guard against the
evil in so far as it threatens him direct-
ly, but shall also convince him that
the curse to society which comes from
the abuse of alcohol is a curse to him
personally as a member of society and
is to be fought as such.

THE INTERCOLONIAL,

Hon, Mr. Emmetson’ fs emphatically
right “in contending that the govern-
ment is in public duty as well &s in
business prudence Bound to pursue a
policy of Expansfon with reference to
the Intehcolonial, and to give earrest
of its yrotrenlve ‘intentions by speedy
action toward the acquirement of the
road’s feéeding ' branchés. He might
fairly have added that the governm t
was T poltfcal” Honor' houhd to't
same course, since; on:the eve of’ &he
last election it authoriged an inves
tioft into the mafter by a conmimi

which has reported strongly in ravor

& | of"'tien" Bﬂmﬁbn plan Mt. Emmerson Is
mmpes( also “inaisputably rlght in_asserting

| + The people of these. Ma.ritime Pro-

ﬂé‘fm operdtion: of .the  Intetcolon-

| Which largely destroy :its theoretical

 rapldly in Boptlation and industrigt

R

£ “ Int

¢ iin the! 3 ment
oun;ermlonmﬂmanage t the
ﬂveﬁn&neni willibe-eonfrofpted with' a
demand for the surrender of the road
fnto the hands of men who realize the"
i peed and the value of traffic develop-
4 ment, <and ho will bring# ‘to'itd opera-
 flon. a.vlmr and energy painfully lack-
k ing now.,

 yinces are:naturelly in favor of gov-

other things being approximately
. equal. But they are_beginging fo re-
gllze that!government. operation, as it
48 today,, Nas’ Praetical ~drawbacks |

bénefits. They- seeothnh provifices; uns.
der the stimulation ot.qxlve transpot-

fation agencies, which are not content
o walt for traffic but spend money and-|
effort freely to uevelop the country in
order to- inerease. ‘fraffie, . advancing

'wealth. They see their awn potentially

rieh Mﬂnces - and backward;
while the Intercolomial, “with s6 much
power for development confines its ac-
tiyifies: to its rightilog: way. They see
the government hesitate for years, in
the face .of irresistible argument, to
enter fipon a policy whiéh a company
would carry out over night, as 'a mat-
ter of ordinary bmsiness procedure.Small
wonder that they are gefting restiess—
" that, admitting the value of public
ownership, they are insisting that pub-
lic operation must give them at least
as good a railway service as other pro-
vinces are receiving from private op-
eration, or must give way.

CANADA'S MINERALS

A review of the mineral production
of Canada just issued by the Depart-
ment of Mines: preliminary to the more
complete Annual Report now in pre-
paration, shows a total mineral output
valued at slightly over 87 million dol-
lars as compared with g little less than
87 million dollars in 1907.

The industry has therefore in the ag-
gregate more than held its own despite
the large decreaseé in the price of the
metals, That this falling off in the
prices of the metals has been an im-
portant and serious question for the
metal mining industries, will be better
realized when it is stated, that had
the .metals, copper, silver, lead and
nickel nmaintained as high average
prices in 1908 as in 19C7, their produc-
tion in Canada in 1908 would have hatf
worth over 8,000,000 dollars more to the
producers than was actually the case.

The outstanding feature of the min-
ing industry during the year has begh
the silver production, a total increase
of over 72 per cent being shown in the
number of ounces produced. The
metals copper and gold als> show im-
portant increases in quantity produced,
whilst iron, lead and nickel were pro-
duced in slightly smaller quantity than
in 1907.

In the non-metallic class, decreases
in gypsum and gpetrpleum are more
than counterbalanced hy increases in
coal, asbestos, natural gas, salt, ete.
The Pertland cement industry shows a
small increase and a large increase in
quantity of cement made with large
stocks on hand at the close of the year.

In value, coal production easily leads
the list of minerals with $25,567,235.
Silver is next with a valuation of
$11,667,197; gold next, $9,559,274; then
copper, $8,500,885, and nickel, $8,231,538.
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SENATE REFORM

Discussion of th& problem of senate
reform will remain in the academic
stage so long as the senate Itself re-
fuses to be convicted in its own eyes
of sin or inefficiency. Like the indivi-
dual sinner it is the master of its own
fate, it cannet be forced into ways of
righteous usefulness without its own
corsent; and like the individual g
sense of guilt must precede regenera-
tion. And the senate as yet displays
no sign of repentance—¥mains most
centendedly and comfortably cblivious
to its alleged short-comings. The earn-
est exhortations of the honored and
venerable father of the Scott Act, urg-
ing his colleagues to self-martyrdom
in the puhl: interest, fell this week
upon deaf and indifferent ears.

And there is excuse for this indiffer-
erce, not c¢nly in the quite natural
desire of the senators themsslves nev-
ermore to roam from the pleasant
lotus-land where the fdértunes of poli-
tics have cast them, but also in their
equally natural confusion in the face
of the several and various remedies
proposed, Sir Wilfrid has suggested a
system of election hy the provincial
legislatures; and the senators cannot
be blamed for recognizing that this
plan, as operated in the United States.
has developed so many flaws that
popular clamor for sepnate reform is al-
most as loud there as here. Others
have proposed a system of popular
election, but here again ‘there is room
for argument that this plan, as ap-
plied to fhe commons, has fallen con-
siderably short of perfection. Senator
Scott offers &= his remedy a combina-
tion of these proposals—a system un-
der which one-third of the senate
should be appointed by the government
and the rest ¢lected by a combination
of constituenclés for a period of years
extending over the term of two parlia-
ments. He believes, and there is rea-
son for his belief, that this plan may
utilize the good points 'of both the ap-
pointive and the elective systems; but
there is also room for interested argu-
ment that it might retain the evils of
both., 8o it is not surprising, in the
eireumstances, that the senators stand
pat and let the wave of would-be re-
form roll by, the while they regularly
draw their stipend of $2,500 per annum
and asemble occasionally in somnolent
and futile session.

It ¢annot be successfully denied that
the Canadian senate as at present con-
stituted is practically if not wholly
useless. When it is not that it is un-
democratic.” Today it is, in the main,
a rubber stamp for government legis-
jation, and hence unnecessary. As it
was twelve years ago it was hostile to
the elected government, and thus an
obstacle to the enforcement of the
will ‘of the majority. When the Lib-
eral government goes out of power
the senate, through which all govern-

ment legislation must pass, will be

"u(miraﬂy, tor a censlderamle ﬂme, 8
regi ter of opvponit,y)ll opinion and
ktt wiﬂt lc t

ber which can give really uaetul legls-
lative sseEvice - without offering unwat-
ranted onpbsltlbn qtpmmxlar will
. a8 volced by the mﬁoﬂty ' the com-
mons g very: difficuit:

If we could start all over again with
& .clean. slate, the best system for the
'ma,intenance of ‘the second house
swould be one under which the whole
body should be elective, a fixed propor-
tion —one-half or one-third—-retiring
with the expiragion of each parliament-

ary term, their successors to be elected |

for. the. longer .term, by fthe . popular
vote of whole provinces at each gen-
eral election. This’ should secure the
return of a majority in sympathy with
the successful administration, but at
the -same time woald makethe Senators
reasonably independent, and would,.
above all, give them that sorise of re-
.sponsibility to the people, the lack of
which is the chief source of all the
Jfaults which have. aroused just critic

L%el.m of the'Senate as it exists today.

L e S e e
‘THE PEOPLE AND THE
RAILWAYS

That the ‘peopte of Canada hayve tn- mo

vested in the Intercolonial, which they
own, only about one-sevemth - the
‘amount of money they have contribut-
ed, in the fdrm of free gifts, to private
railways is _something the average
critic of éxpenditure for the impkove-
ment of the government railway sys-
tem seldom -calls to. mind. -

The report of the Deputy Minister of
Railways for the year 1907-08 states
that the total: government expenditure
on Canadian railways has been- $864,-
766,143. Of this the sum of $95,273,778
has been absorbed by the governmment
railways, leaving $269,442,365 as the
amount of actual public money put
into private Canadian raliways. In
addition to this the Dominion, Quebéc,
British Columbia, New: Brunswick, and
Nova Scotia governments have endow-
ed various companies with 52,284,000
acres of pubtic lands, and the bonds of
private companies bhave been guaran-
teed to the extent of nearly $59,000,000.
Allowing a little over $5 per acre as
the value of the lands given, this
r'akes a grand total in money, land,
and guaranteces of about $600,000,000.
As there were, on the 20th of June last,
1tss than 21,000 miles of railway, owned
by private capitalists, in operation in
‘Canada, this makes an average in do-
nations and guarantees of nearly $30,000
per mile.

The cost of the Intercolonial, includ-
ing accumulated defieits, is about
$46,000. Subtracting from this the
amount the road would have received
as its fair share of public aid had it
been built by a private company, the
actual cost of the government road is
reduced to about $16,000 per mile.
Surely the burden this involves is not
one which a progressive parliament
would hesitate to increase by the ad-
dition of the cepital expenditure need-
ed to enable the road to
consolidate its feeding branches,
to % resch out through its
territory for the rich traffic latent
there and to give an éfficient and en-
ergising service to the provinces for
which it was built.

CANADY'S RIGHT TG
MAKE TRADE TREATIES

LONDON, March 9.—In the House of
Cemmons yesterday John G. 8. Mac-
Neill, Nationalist member for South
Donegal, asked Premier Asquith whe-
ther the time has not now come for a
concession to Canada by the imperial
government of all necessary powers for
the purpese of extending the trade and
commerce of Canada abroad. The
premier replied: ‘“The Canadian gov-
ernment already does negotiate with
other Britisn possessions. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier about a year ago in the Ca-
nadian parliament expressed himself
is quite satisfied with the present prac-
tice of megotiating treaties with for-
eign governments through his ma-
Jesty’s government. I believe it to
be impossible for any other arrange-
ments to secure a better and more ef-
fective presentation of Canadian views
and wishes than has been obtained in
recent negotiations about matters of
Canadian interest with France, the
United States and Japan.

CONGENIAL WORK
Aad Strength to Perform it

A person in geod health is likely to
have a genial disposition, ambition,
and enjoy work. .

On the other hand, if the digestive
organs have been upset by wrong food
work becomes a drudgery,

“Until recently,” writes a Washing-
ion girl, “I was a railroad stenograph-
er, which means full work every aay.

“Like many other girls alone in a
large city I lived in a beoarding house.
For breakfast it was mush, greasy
meat, soggy cakes, black coffee, ete.

‘“After a few months of this diet I
used to feel sleepy and heavy in the
mornings. My work semed ga terrible
effort, and I thought the work was to
b'ame—too arduous.

“At home I had heard my father
speak of a young fellow who went long
aistances in the cold on Grane Nuts
and eream and nothing more for break-
fast.

“I concluded if it would tide him over
a morning’s . heavy work, it might
help me, 89 on my way home one night
I bought a package and next morning
I had Grape-Nuts and milk for break-
fast.

“I stuck to Grape-Nuis and in less
than two weeks I noticed improvement.
I can’t just tell how well I felt, but I
remember I used to walk the 12 blocks
to business and knew how good it was
simply to live.

“As to my work—well, did you ever
fee! the delight of having congcenial
work and the strength to perform it?
That’s how I felt. I truly bhelieve
there’s life and vigor in eyery grain
of GraperNuts.”

Name given by Postum Co., Battle
Creek, Mich. Read “The Road to Well-
ville,”” in pkgs. “There’'s a Reason.”

Ever read the above letter ? A new
one appea s from tims to t'ms, They
ara genuing, true: and full of buman
interest.
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SPRINGHILL AS
ANOTHER STRIKE

S i

Two Dead Horses
the Czuse

B el

BOYS OUT

Because Driver Was Told He
Would Have to Pay
for Animals

AMHERST, N. 8., March 9—Spring+«
hill has another labor problem to
solve. Within a few days two horses
have been killed in different slopes of
the mine. The management t00k no
action regarding the first accident but
when the second horse was killed, the
driver was notified that he would have
to pay for the horse or be discharged.
The drivers, although some of them
are men, are designated “boys” to
distinguish them from other pit work-
ers. They held a meeting last night
and decided to leave the matter in the
hands of the United Mine Workers
Lodge, but this morning they refused
to go to work. They claim that the
horses were both kiled accidentally
and that the management should not
have taken any action until the mat-
ter was investizated. All the boys
working in the mine are banded toge-
ther to support the drivers. The men
are at work today but without the aid
of the boys it will be impossible for
them to continue weork.

Fire at Springhill Sunday meorning
destroyed the store and contents own-
ed by Frank Mills. The fire was dis-
covered at 4 o’clock in the morning and
such headway had been made that it
was impossible to save the building. A
family Hving over the store barely
managed to escape in their night gar-
ments,

KENTUCKIAN WOULD
DISPOSE OF ONE LEG

Met All the Failures There
Are on Two Legs and
Wants to Try One

NEW YORK, Mar. 9.—The fame of
the Rockefeller Institute, where pry~
ing hands transfer to utter strangers
the most essential parts of the animal
economy, has reached Highland Park,
Ky., and stirred a reader of the Herald
to offer ‘‘to part with one (1) leg to
relleve a sufferer.”

The proposition is made in a letter,
which says in part:—

“I need the money and am wnum:
to part with one (1) leg to . relief a
| sufferer if I can but find him.

“I have been one centinued failure
at all attempts in everything from
childhood up to 28 years of age, and at
last for the love of a child over whose
future I was brooding over, a,thought
came to me, why not sell one of my
legs to the New York wealthy for
grafting? - So I decided ' at once to
take the hunch and try it on I leg.
“I have met about all the fallures
their are on 2 Tegs, and T won't have
much to avoid on I leg and 1 amg
anxious to try it, and really look fore
ward to it, for if I can but change mp
fortunes and provide as I want too fop
this child, I'lt gladly part with a leg
and go to my grave happy with a peg
leg.

“My oﬂ.’er is a straight forward busfe
ness one, I am in good health and can
give good sogial an@ Christian refer-
ence. I am ready at any moment to
make the sadrifice “for a reasonable
sum.”

She—I married my frst husband foa
ironey and my second for love.

He.-—-Ard were you happy.

She—No; unfortunately my  first
husband married me for lové and my

second for money.

WADSWORTH HAD A
WAD WORTH §4,

Ottawa Police Telegraph
York He’s in Hands o
Confidence Men

A PAIR ARRESTEL

A}

NEW YORK, March S.—n =
¥from the chief of police of ~ Ott
Canada, was received at police
quarters at 1210 o’clock yeste
morning, asking police protectio
& business man of Ottawa who
headed for this city with a big byl
of money and in the company of
men who might have designs on
gmoney.

The man from Ottawa was Jof
Wadsworth. He had $4,000 in
and letters of credit for $6,000.
itelegram sald the plcture of one o
companions could be found in
rogues’ gallery at police headqua
in this and various other cities in
country and Burope. The origina
the picture was credited with beins
artistic wire tapper and all around
fidence man.

“Use all means to protect Mr. W4
~vorth from robbery,” said the
patch.

A description of the men was gi
The confidence man was said to
2 flat nose that made 2im easily re
mizable. The flat nose was found
the ‘gallery and the records said
proprietor had been arrested often
convicted once of robbery.

Another telegram from Ottawa
rived an hour later, saying the
were in the Montreal express, w
svas due at the Grand Central sta
@at 7.30 o’clock yesterday morning.

Detectives Dietsch and Dale met
Rrair:. They spoited two men in
wersation, one of whom had bro
the registered fiat nose with him.

*“Hello Mines! Where's the suck
Dietsch said to flatnose.

“Nothing doing; honest,” the ma
Sponded.

The detectives arrested Mines,
mame Edward. They also took ch
of his companion, who said he
(Wildam Buckingham of Hamil
Lanada.

‘Wadsworth was not on the tr
Mines said he had got off between
bany and this city after getting
Albany a telegram which proba
told him he was in the hands of ¢
fidence men. The detectives searc
fthe prisoners to see if they had $4
or any letters of credit. There <
only $100 between the two.

The prisoners were taken to
Yorkville police court, where Dale
Magistrate Steinert that he didn't
Ppect any complainant to appear. T
wwere then discharged without wait
for Wadsworth to show up. Mi
expressed the intention of sailing
$Burope this week if he could raise
meney without violating the laws
hig country.

e ——— e

Gadd—wWhat
Breatest thing
Hughes?

Cad—His inventive genius.

Gadd—Didn't know he
Mhl.t did he invent?

©add—The horseless race track.

think is
Gover
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