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fectually compelled to observe good order and clean-
liness on board —all these remarks assuming some
authority on the part of the Government in these
matters; but no such authority exists. A
large number of ships go to North Ame-
rica for timber and other car%o; a great number of
people having the means at their command pay the
price for which the masters are willing to give them
a passage ; and, except in so far as any broad and

eneral rules of protection may be lnid down by law,
it is difficult to see how the Government could inter-
No passportsin f€reé with this practice. No system of
shis'countey.  paggports exists in our country. It would
be contrary to all its usages that any of the Queen’s
subjects, having the means of payment in their pos-
session, should be prohibited from passing from one
part of her dominions to another.

No means of
selection.

o meais of And even if the principle were con-
dotaining aud  ceded, it is necessary to bear in mind the
multitudosor  immense extent of the operations which
Eolgrats  would have required to be dealt with, and
the difficulty of controlling a people flying from star-
vation. From all parts of Ireland, during the second
. quarter of this ‘iyear, nearly 150,000 persons were
streaming towards the port of embarkation, many of
them having been for months preparing for their
expedition, having thrown up any employment or
lands which they previously had, and by an arrange-
ment which in the main is very salutary, having al-
rendy selected their ship, and paid for their passage.
At what stage of their progress were these vast mul-
Were they to have
- been sent back to the homes at which, if they had
- Possessed any means of subsistence before, they must
mve ported with them in coming away ? or, if they
were to be detained at the ports for observation,
could suitable buildings have been found, apart from
the risk of fresh infection, to lodge 40,000 or 50,000
})eop_le month after month? and would the public at
argo have undertaken to support, during their de-
tention, those people, a large part of whom had ex-
pended their last means in providing merely for the
journey and the voyage P i

We confess that, after reflecting on these difficul-
ties, we arc led to think, that when it had pleased
Providence to afflict Ireland with a famine, and con-
sequent fever, which could not be subdued even on
the land, it was little likely that any human contriv-
ance could have averted the same evil from the mul-
titudes who had made their arrangements for o long

passage by sea.

How far means might justifiably “be
adopted in the British Provinces in Ame-
rica to endeavour to ward off great bur-
thens or sufferings from this source, is a different

uestion, to which we shall advert in the esequel.
%itherto, it will be observed, we have only been dis-
cussing the causes of the sickness, and how far the
could ﬁave been defeated by any precautions in this
country. But since, even in respect of the voyage,
it is commonly supposed that some of the measures

. Pumﬂon of
ogisiation in
the Calonies
reserved,

adopted this year in the United States were of a
very beneficial tendency, and since we believe that a

good deal of misconception exists on this subject, it
may be convenient that we should state, as far as we
can learn, what those measures really were,

The Congress of the United States
passed a law by which the. number of
passengers i3 limited to 1 for every 14,
instead of 1 for every 10 superficial feet of the deok.
This, we have no doubt, is conducive, so far as it
goes, to the health of the people. 'We ghall consider

Reviow of the
Ameriean Invws
an the subject.

le.
afterwards whether the example ought to be followed.

At New York, half-a-dollar a-head is payable as
hoapital money, and the master of ench vessel is re-
quired either to give bond that his passengers shall

always prefera the latter. It is a mistake to suppose
that the (igtion on this subject has been withdrawn
at New ‘

tlemen who are daily dispatching large ships full of
passengers to New York, the practice regularly is to
pay the hospital and commutation money, which it
wi{l be observed is in substance neither more nor less
than the Emigrant tax of Canada and New Brune-
wick. There may be a question of amonnt, but the
principle is the same.
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not become chargeable within two years, or else to r——-—=
pay one dollar as commutation money : the master *3nd Maroh.

ork. Unless we are misinformed by gen- -

In respect to Boston, we have had some difficulty”

in getting precise information. The practice used to
be simply to levy an Emigrant tax of’ two dollars a-
head; but we believe that this year the authorities
have, in some instances, though not universally, put
in force a new law, which empowers them to demand
a bond of 1000 dollars for each passenger apparently
indigent, that he should not become chargeable to
the state or city for 10 years. But whenever this
measure is put in force to any extent, it must simply
become necessary that the sbq;‘ and passengers should
sail away, and go to some other country; and this
has, in fact, occurred at Boston in the course of the
present season. 'When it is remembered that a large
ship will sometimes carry 400 passengers or more,
and consequently that, under such a law as this, the
master of a single vessel might be called on to give
security for a sum approaching half a million of dol-
Iars, the effect will not be surprising. But/in the
British provinces, where it could never be contem-
Yluted. nor, we are gortain, be wished to get rid of

mmigration altogether, some more measured kind of
precaution could aloue be available, >

'We have nothing to add on the recent American

laws. And having explained before, some of the
reasons why we should doubt the possibility of hav-
ing introduced in England this year any legislative
measure which would have effectually averted the
fever, we leave that topio. :

Next we proceed to the subject of re-
medial measures. For although the evil
when it raged to so fearful an extent
might not have admitted of correction, we should be
most desirous not to miss sny istruction which such
heavy suffering may afford, and to consider how far
it points to any additional precaution in ordinavy.
years against similar disasters.

Remedial mea~
sures in this
country.,

o

We by no means overlook the caution with which

it is necessary to interfere in the detail of such sub-~,
eots by law. There is always the risk that such’
egislation must either be so %-;neml as to be easily
evaded, or so minute as to be.vexatious, and that
while the sufferings caused by careless or extortionate
dealers may never admit of being thoroughly pre-
vented, the attempt to do so may deprive more re-
spectable or judicions persons of the ox;gortunity of
conveying poor Emigrants, in safety, with the chea
ness which would otherwise be practicable.- Bearing
this in mind, we shall endeavour, before we conclude,
to sug%est one provision which shall glve the dealers
themeelves a direct interest in bringing over the pas-
sengers in good health, T )

But although the price of conveyance will be un-
avoidably enbanced, yot, after the sufferings which .
have occurred, it may probably be deemed right to-
wards the people, and just to the British Provinces,
to adopt other precautions against sickness and want,
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