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or by an Order in our PrivyCoÙneil. It is contended, therefore, that the Coin-
mision to Montague Wilmot, of 21st Nov., 1763, gave hin. no power to legislate for
Cape-Breton by means of the Asembly ofËova-Scotia, or" if it did give rini such
power: it was contrary to the Proclamnatiôn.

The Legislatreof Noviscôtia, howeve, did on three. occasions attempt to ex- The.leist;ite tf,

tend their authonty overtheIlàndofCape-Breton, and once over St. John's, or Prince authoety o«er
Edward's Island, also. In 1765; (December 10), Cape Breton was made a County Cape Jretoh.

ofNova Scotia. by an 'Actsôf the *Legislaturw of that Province, and ëmpowered to re-
turn Two Membery to the Assembly. In 1:766 an Act of the Legislature of Nova
Sçotiadeclared the, Island of St John (Prince Edward's) and Cape-Breton.to have
been,sandby virtue of the Proclamation of-1769, subject to all the Lais of Nova:Sco-
tia. :No Member fer Cape Breton ever sat in. the Assembly of Nova Scotia it being
fouhd that.:there were not freeholders in'the Island to rmake an élection; and in 1770,
Cape Breton was deprived'of te ight to returmn members, being then annexéd to the
County of Halifax, in. that Province,. It doesnot appear. that any other attempts were
made ew introduce the Laws of Nova Scotia, or that they were ever enforced over this
Island amtil the year 1820

In 1769 (14th of July)stheIland of St. John (now Prince Edward's) wvas sepai- The rIndofPrince
rated froma the G;overnment of.Nova Scotia, and erected into. a Distinct Governm'ent, . -
by the King's Letters Patent appointing Walter Patterson, Esquire, Captain-Qneral ment, 1769.

and Governor-in-Chief of that Island. This Commission, after' reciting that to the
Governor of Nova Scotia, and.the:boundariès ofthatProvince as last above described,
evoked the sane Commission so far. as"related to the Island of St. John, and gave

the Govemor of that Island all the powers of a Captain-General and Governor-in-
0hief, and directed an. Assembly to be called. On the arrival of Governör Patterson

he is-said to have found only 150 families on the Island. In 1778 he called there the
first Iouse'of Asembly.

After thé re-conqúest of Cape Breton and 'the destruction of Louisbitrgh in 1758, Cape Breton depopu.

the Island appears to have become much depopulated, and remaned neglected and alat uedy lant-

most.uninhabited- exceptý by a few Fishermen of French extraction settled on parts of 1732.

the Coast,.(of whom therewvere in 1772 but80), until the peace of 1782;' after which
theinflux of American Loyalists led to the Island's being planted by subjects of Bri-
tiÀfr origin and to. the separate institiions soon afterwards conferred..

ln 1784, (16th August), .the .Province of. Nova Scotia was divided by the King's Nova Scotia divided,

Letters Patent, tmatituting ail he parts, north. of the Bay of Fundy, a separate Pr'o- an tae
vince,named New Brunswick, and appointingThomas Carlton Captain-General aid rate Province and

Governor-inChif in and over the same.
Insthe saine year (3rd Septembur; 1784), Letters Patent were.also Asud, ppoint- A eutean-Go.

ing Joseph Frederlick WaIlt DesBare, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governor of CapeBre- vernor appointed

ton and its dependencies, and directing hin to "exerise and enjoy the .said office of 3d sept 784.
'Liehteunant-Goverr of our said Islinud and its:.dependencies, with such powers and
authorities, and aeëording to such directions, as are orshall be éxpressed in oö.ur

"Commission and Instructions to our Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief of our
PiroNvnce of Nova Scotia and our Ielande of St. John and Cape. Breton, now and

" for the time being.>
Afterwards amid about the same tine also (Uth September, 1784), the Commission Necommissionfor

of the Governor of Nova eSétia was revoked, and a new one (above alludèd to) issùed . rifl° sotiai"

tothe sameperson, John Par,. Esquire, which, aller rèciting a: frmner Commission ,trictà i °,",oxndaa
to him as Gôvemnor-in-Chief of Nova Scotia, including the Island of Capbeion, -ew eBrunswick,
andexcepting theaIsland ofSaintdohn (Prince Edward's), " which we hadtlhougLht .e. e theE8

fit to eréet into a seàrate Gôvernment: and after further reciting that "'His Majes-. wa to the Go-
ty, ihe ninth tearof'his reign, had been pleased to appoint Walter Patterson; Es- v*co®taof Nan

"quire; to be -Citin.Genèdral ad Governor-in-Chief in and over our lsland of Sti- aeparate Legia-
" John,. and teruitories adjacent thereto in America,' and hadalso thcught fit to erect r Capre-
" that part'of our P runc of Nova .Scotia, Iing" tothe Northward èf "the ;Bay of ber, r7s4.
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