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board of director* a few seal* were given to in 
floential but unsuspecting persons, whose business 
engagements, or indifference to such matters pre 
rented them from looking into the workings of 
ths concern, and their names were used to give to 
such an appearance of respectibility and good 
standing.

The affairs of the companies were in all cases 
conducted, and the funds handled by the few in 
corporator» who made themselves managing direct 
ora and officers ; generally by two or three, for 
whose personal lienctit and profit the corporation* 
were created. For example : in one com)>any the 
person chiefly concerned in its organization caused 
niraself to tie elected secretary, and one of the two 
managing directors, he could read the Secretary’s 
( bis own ) ‘frejiorts of the financial .condition of 
the comjiany ” to himself and the otfkar manag 
director. They, as managing directors, would ap­
prove and report to the company that all waa 
correct. Flourishing statements of the financial 
condition of the company would he published, 
and this would be the means of procuring ad 
ditional insurance through the country.

This officer was putting money in his pocket, 
snd the company was hopelessly insolvent More 
than three-fourths of the risks of these companies 
were written at places outside, snd generally 
mote from the city of St. Louis, where the hi 
offices were located.
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_ Fire’ReiuRD.—Cheltenham, County Peel, 22nd 
Nov.—A fire of donbtful origin, began in the 
store and Post-office of Wm Mather, stock totally 
destroyed ; value, $1800 ; insured in Provincial 
for $1000, in British America $200. (British 
America had cancelled $300 on this stock a few 
days previous)—building owned by F. Allan. 
No insurance. Tracey’s Hotel, frame ; J. S. 
Tracey owner and occupier. Contents. laws, 
$2,000, insured in Toronto Mntnrl $200. Build­
ing loss, $1,700, insured British America, $1,000. 
C. King, stock damaetd by removal ;^lcss, $300 ; 
insured in Provincial, $1,200, British America, 
$800. (

Arson.—Mr. E. Copte, of Montreal, tlrf burn­
ing of whose premises was noticed last week, was 
committed on a charge of setting fire to the pre­
mises. It seems pretty clear that this is another 
attempt to realize on goods by defrauding insu­
rance companies. ’ Every preparation seems io 
have been made, with the object of making the 
fire * la success;” but strange to say, these prepa­
rations served a more useful purpose, by affording 
evidence of the incendiary’s guilt.

—If fire insurance companies were not many of 
them, so ready to write on questionable risks, 
and if they would ]>ersistently reject every appli­
cation for insurance where there has been anything 
short of a most searching and careful survey of 
the premises, property owners would eventually 
learn the economy and wisdom of a proper con­
struction ofbnildings.
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MONTREAL MARKET.

Montreal, November 29, 1870.
The snow which fell last week lias left us, and 

we are now enjoying fine mild weather, with no 
indications, of a wintery change.

Vessels have now all cleared from this Port, and 
only a few Wood barges and oyster schooners oc­
cupy the Harbour.

Trade during the past week, lies been rather 
inactive in most branches. Iron and Hardware 
owing to the close of navigations have U-cn in 
rather limited demand.

Flour and wheat have been very dull, and for 
moat part of the week, bhyAs find sellers have
been apart In their view*.

The Imports this year as recorded at ths

Custom House are largely increased from last year. 
Ihe following figures for some of the leading 
articles will show the increased from 1st January 
to 31st Octulier, 1870, ss compared with the same 
period of 1809 :—

1869.
Woollens.............. $137,748
Cottons................. 81,061
Silks, Ac..-............ 40,050
Brand v................. 8,633
Gin........ ............. 8,774
Rum...... .........  2,854
Coffee.................... 10,961
Green Tea'......... . 146,929
Black do.............. 12,801
Wine.................  26,840
Raw Sugar............ 85,765
Cane Juice............  101,401
Dried Fruit..........  139,093
Molaases..... 66,712
l#af Tobacco. ...1.. 33,184 

During the past week, the Transfer Books of 
some of the leading Banks have been closed, and 
there ha* been very little activity in the stock 
market in consequence ; Sterling Exchange is 
quiet at 109 to 1091.

Ashes.—Pott—There has twrn a decline in the 
market, and Firsts have sold from $5.90 down to 
$5.80; market closing, heavy at $5.80 ; Seconde 
$5.00; Thirds $4.50. Pearlt—There have been 
few order* from abroad, and the market during 
the week has been rather easier, and prices have 
declined, market closing duU at $6.35 for first*; 
and $6.20 for seconds. The stock at present in 
store is Pots 528 hrl*. ; Pearls 562 brla, being a 
decrease of 505 brls. Pota, and an increase of 201 
brls. of Pearls.

Boots and SttoE*.— In the prices of these 
articles, there is no change to note. All our 
wholesale houses are now preparing to take stock, 
and for a few weeks there will lie^very little busi 
ness done worth record!n 

Coal.—Generally «pea!
Scotch steam, however, 
but prices role steady and unchanged 

Cattle.—The market during the week has 
been well supplied, bnt there appears to be a pre­
ponderance of inferior stock, ill first-class stock 
is readily taken up at last week’s rate. Live Hogs 
have been in limited supply, but good prices have 
been obtained for all coming to market. Dressed 
Hogs are still scarce, the mild weather preventing 
them coming in the supply is hardly equal to the 
demands of Butchers, prices steady at $7.50 to 
$8.00.

Drugs and Chemicals.—The maiket has been 
rather dull, and no particular change in prices 
can be noted. Saltpetre is scarce and Very little 
remains in first hands, the quotation is now 
$9.75 to $10.25 ; Cream Tartar Crystals are 
nominally 22c. ; Brimstone and Sul]

ling.
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M and Sulphur are
scarce, but unchanged in prices ; Copperas, 90c. 
to $1 ; Epsom Salts are dull with limited sales, at 
$2 to $2.25; Soda Ash, nominal 2c. to 24c. ; 
Bleaching Powder is in small request and very 
little is offering ; Caustic Soda is rather firmer, 
sales have taken place at 8Jc. to 3|e. but 4c. is 
now asked ; Bi Carb is rather higher, $3.124c. to 
$3.174c. being the range for past week ; Sal Soda 
has been firm, and tales have been leported from 
$1.30 to $1.40 ; prices of other articles are not 
changed, and the amount of business done has 
been limited.

Fish —Most of the desirable kinds of fish are 
scarce, and prices are stiff. Dry Cod has been 
sold for good parcels, $4.624 to $5.12, the out­
side prices being for really good samples. Green 
Cod in barrels sells at $4.50 to $5 ; Salmon sells 
at $15.25 in barrels, and in tierce*, at $22.50 to 
$23 ; Labrador split Herrings, $6 to $6.50 ; Round 
Herrings, $3 to $3.50.

Flour.—Receipts during the week, 29,147 brls. 
Total receipts from 1st January to date, 961,885 
brls, against 895,93# brls. in eoiresjionding jieriod 
of 1869, being an increase of 65,898 brls. 
Shipments during the week, 18,185 brls. ; total
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Oatmeal lias advanced and is firm at $6 to $6.25.

Freights.—The rates from Montreal via Grand 
Trunk Railway and Montreal Ocean Steamship 
Comany’s vessels fro» Portland to Liverpool are : 
Heavy grain 8s. ; Firm 3a, 6d. Potashes 40s. to 
60s. ; fieri*. 60s. io 60s. ; Butter and Cheese 
62s. 6d., per gross top ; Pork or Beef, 6*. per brl. 
and 7s. 6<L per tierce.

Grain.— Wheat— Receipts for the last Week, 
192,924 bush. Total receipts from 1st January to 
date 6,394,697 bush., against 7,192,140 bushels, 
being a decrease of, 797, 243 brla. Shipments 
during the week, 205,729 bushels ; Total ship­
ments from lut January to date, 5,631.565 bushel, 
against 5,487,327 bushels in the cormq>on<)ing 
period of 1869, tieijig an increase of 144,238 
bushels. Market has been dull and drooping all 
week, and closes almost nominal at $1.15 for No. 
2, and $1.23 for No. 1 spring. Galt—the supply 
has been light but prices are firm at 40c. to 43c. ; 
there is a good demand, and higher prices would 
be paid for really good samples. Barley— Markets 
very quiet and no change is noted on the prices of 
last week. Peat—A fair enquiry for this grain 
has been experienev<| all week, and prices arc 
firm from 80c. to 87j|c., bnt the supply has not 
been equal to the demand and no wholesale trans­
actions have been nq orted. Timo'ht, and Flax- 
teed are unchanged in prices, and the market has 
ruled very quiet and t lmost nominal.

Groceries.—Teas—Sales have been principally 
confined to retail lots t>f uncolored Japans, at 574c. 
to 60c., in other kind* no business of any conse­
quence ha* been done. Sugar—Sellers do not 
seem inclined at present to offer mnch of this 
article, and the only Rind quoted are the ordinary 
grocery grades, at 8|cJ to 94c. ; Scotch refined hv 
#een aola from $9 to #9.25 per 100 brls. Refinery 
•rices are, dry crashed 124c., crushed A, life.; 
fellow refined, 9|c. j to 10c.; Standard syrup, 

44c.; Golden syrup, 50c. ilolasttt- No change 
to note in this market; from last weeks rates, sales 
have been entirely confined to retail lot*. Fruit 

Layer Raisins were told to some extent, at #1.70 
to $1.75 for round lots, bnt none now are pro­
curable under $1.80 ; Valencias are rather easier 
with sales at 7|c. to sc., round lota bringing a 
trifle less. Seedless raisins, 84c. to 9c. ; Su’tanas 
are firm and held for 94c. to 10c. Very little 
change to note in curkuts, almonds, filberts, or 

e has been a steady de- 
, Java, at 20c. to 244c.;
. ; Rio, 15c. to 164c., and

walnuts. Cofu—Thi 
mand for local want!
Lagunyra, 174c. to 18<
Maracaibo, 1S 4 to 19|.

Hides and Skins.—j-Butchers green hides have 
been in good demand and nothing wai | rocutable 
under 94c. Felts are ac iree and in d‘ii and, and 
all offering were readily taken up at 80 . each.

, Hardware.—Owind to the close of 1 a. gation, 
there hits ouly been a urv moderate b usine? a done 
for the past week, and in all probability 0» ing to 
the advance in freightsjhy I he O. T. Raitw. y, the 
dullness may continue lor some tim i St»* ks are 
generally well assorted with the exception of < nt 
Nails and Lead whirhj arc start eland fins, he 
former at $3.00 to S3J25, the latt*r at $6 50 to


