Dominion Marine Association’s Annual Meeting and Report.

toThe annual meeting was held in Toron-
» Feb. 20, A. A. Wright, President, in
€ chair. The executive committee’s
ang rt, as printed below, was presented
b adopted, after various clauses had
€en discussed.
Bq letter having been read from the
cinard of Gr_a.ln Comm1§smngrs, announ-
Tes the receipt of a notification from the
prennlnal Elevator Co. that it was not
191pared to continue, for the season of
918, the arrangements in force in 1917
asBCOanction with cargo allowances, the
t.ud‘)clatlon decided to maintain the atti-
Sy taken by the executive committee in

Vor of i -
Tents a renewal of the 1917 arrange

sn‘L: T. Mathews, L. Henderson, W. H.
mittt;h and F. King were appointed a com-
bey €, with power to add to their num-
Wo,rkto interview Marine and Public
for ths Departments’ officials at Ottawa,
Yog € burpose of getting the regulations
li rIt’l"lci‘«lng turning of vessels at Fort Wil-
Changed to an equitable basis.
secretetter having been read from the
Nati ary and Business Manager of the
of (?nal Association of Marine Engineers
Wag anada, enclosing a 1918 minimum
shipg Scale and classification for steam-
trjor. OPerating in the Great Lakes dis-
to g Which it was stated had been sent
it Owners, asking an increase in pay,
vias decided that, in accordance with
With ‘}’JUS. custom, the question be dealt
They 1nd1v;dua1 owners. 5 -
th Committee appointed to interview
ments,al‘lne_ and Public Works Depart-
Ing g officials, in reference to the turn-
Orie Vessels at Fort William, were auth-
th, n to urge on the Marine Department
SDeg .ecessny of enacting regulations re-
that éng drinking water on vessels, so
bly Wianadlan vessels would thereby com-
he t% U. 5. requirements.

Brantg, d bper Canada Tract Society was
the To $200, towards the expenses of
T emnto Sailors’ Institute for 1918.
Islan Question of dredging at Wolfe
beg oo the St. Lawrence River, having
eng ‘t’nSIdered, it was decided to recom-
the w°° the Dominion Government that

The rk to be done.
%, of t}rleslgnatiqn of W. L. Reed, former-
s € Canadian Northwest Steamship
mittee 2 member of the executive com-
Bong Was accepted, the company having
Ut of business.
Tefene(clluestlon of aids to navigation was
It wa to the incoming committee.
If,"s@d ps decided to protest again the pro-
lat, in°Wer development work at Rapide
Ney, Y the St. Lawrence River, by the
1. The g"k & Ontario Power Co.
CrViay, OMmittee named as above, to in-
Pal‘tment Jarine and Public Works De-
Pljuney;  Officials, was authorized, in
Mariy o 1on with J. Donnelly, to ask the
“lapectio ebartment to amend the boiler
g:ord o 1 regulations, particularly in re-
Statie te bressure allowed and the hy-
The folleSt§ required every year.
tteg ~, OWINg were appointed a com-
Tight \’71V aids to mavigation: A. A.
T ¥ S J. McCormack, A. E. Math-
cM&Ste{- G<}>Wards;,_James Bassett, H. N.
S E. Fair and W. H. Smith.
o i eerczsgaéxctes 1;})ln the execfuttiﬁe
8 of W) ed by the expiry o e
Torgnof W. E. Burke and A. . Mathews,

Nto .
and w3 b, Murphy, Ottawa (deceased),

%}llgd EyLﬁieed, Toronto (resigned), were
st

ki

Mat re-election of Messrs. Burke
h?r“;s and by the election of James
N8ston, .i',ontO, and J. F. Sowards,
he other members of the

committee, whose terms have not expired,
are: A. A. Wright, J. T. Mathews, G. E.
Fair, C. B. Harris and J. F. M. Stewart,
Toronto; L. Henderson and John Waller,
Montreal, and W. J. McCormack, Sault
Ste. Marie.

J. T. Mathews was elected President,
W. J. McCormack, Vice President, and G.
E. Fair, Second Vice President.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE’S REPORT.

The following report was submitted,
signed by A. A. Wright, President, and
Francis King, Counsel:—In preparing the
following report of the association’s work
for the year 1917, the executive commit-
tee has made no effort to extend its scope
beyond that covered in previous years,
and has made reference only to those mat-
ters of interest to shipping on Canadian
inland waters which have been the sub-
ject of consideration or action at meet-
ings of the association or of its commit-
tees, or which have been otherwise dealt
with by the association’s officers during
the year. The report is thus somewhat
limited in extent, for the number of meet-
ings held in 1917 has been much smaller
than usual, an:l largely owing to war con-
ditions the opportunity to seek or pro-
mote reforms by legislation or otherwise
has been wanting, while at the same time
and for the same reasons the pressing
need of opposition to unwise legislation
or of scrutiny of exploitations adverse to
shipping interests has been correspond-
ingly lessened. The items dealt with may
be referred to under separate headings, as
follows:—

Legislation.—Omitting orders in coun-
cil and departmental regulations, which
have not heretofore been included under
this heading, it may be said that the only
legislation before the Dominion Parlia-
ment in 1917 directly affecting shipping
and requiring consideration by the asso-
ciation was the proposed amendment of
the Railway Act, designed to bring car-
riers by water under the Board of Rail-
way Commissioners’ jurisdiction. The as-
sociation’s successful opposition to this
proposal is reported in the following para-
graph:—The Dominion Statutes for 1917
thus contains no general public statute
relating to shipping.

The Railway Bill, Sec. 358.—In the
course of the last few sessions of parlia-
ment the association has successfully op-
posed a number of bills introduced for
the purpose of bringing carriers by water
under the jurisdiction of the Board of
Railway Commissioners. In the session
of 1917, however, the argument turned on
a section in the general bill to amend and
revise the Railway Act, and it was ne-
cessary to bring opposition, not to a pri-
vate bill but to a government measure.
The section in the present Railway Act is

as follows:—

“The provisions of this act in respect of tolls,
tariffs and joint tariffs shall, so far as they are
applicable, extend to the traffic carried by any
company by sea or by inland water, between any
ports or places in Canada, if the company owns,
charters, uses, maintains or works, or is a party
to any arrangement for using, maintaining or
working vessels for carrying traffic by sea or by
inland water between any such ports or places.”

The bill proposed to amend this by a
slight verbal alteration and by the addi-
tion of four important lines so that the
section would read as follows:—

“The provisions of this act, shall, so far as
deemed applicable by the board, extend and apply
to the traffic carried by any railway company by
sea or by inland water, between any ports or
places in Canada, if the company owns, charters,
uses, maintains or works, or is a party to any
arrangement for using, maintaining or working
vessels for carrying traffic by sea or by inland

water between any such ports or places, and the
provisions of this act in respect of tolls, tariffs and
joint tariffs shall, so far as deemed applicable by
the board, extend and apply to all freight traffic
carried by any carrier by water from any port or
place in Canada to any other port or place in
Canada.”

A protest was filed against the pro-
posed amendment, and the progress of
the bill in committee was carefully watch-
ed. Upon learning that those favoring
the legislation were relying to some ex-
tent upon the supposed existence of simi-
lar legislation in the United States, evi-
dence was procured to prove that neither
the Interstate Commerce Committee nor
the new Shipping Board exercised any
such jurisdiction as that proposed over
common carriers, and care was also taken
to inform the public of the impractica-
bility of the proposal. In.due course the
matter came up for argument in the
House of Commons Railway Committee,
and a representative delegation from the
association, supported by the leading
boards of trade and many mercantile and
shipping concerns throughout the Domin-
ion, made a strong case against the
amendment of the section. As a result
the committee struck out the amending
words in bold face type in the second quo-
tation set out above, leaving the section
substantially as it had stood heretofore
and as first above quoted. The bill has not
yvet been enacted, but it is assumed that
the section will finally appear in accord-
ance with the committee’s report.

Drinking Water on Ships.—Just prior
to the opening of navigation in 1917 your
Counsel’s opinion that the new U.S. regu-
lations as to pure drinking water would
apply to Canadian ships entering U. S.
ports; was confirmed by rulings of the
officials charged with the enforcement of
the law. In the short time remaining be-
fore the opening it was practically im-
possible to comply with these regulations,
for they required that unless drinking
water was taken on board from an ap-
proved source it must be purified by ap-
proved means, including among other
things the installation of a separate sys-
tem entirely distinet from the ordinary
water piping, and also the installation of
an approved plant for sterilizing the
water. The Marine Department at Ot-
tawa was consulted, and later a deputa-
tion waited upon the Deputy Minister.
Full information was supplied to him as
to the difficulties in the way, and a day or
two later he visited Washington in the
Love of making an arrangement in the
interests of Canadian ships. He was suc-
cessful, and the arrangement reached,
suspended the regulations in U. S. ports
as to Canadian vessels until the spring of
1918, on the understanding that in the
meantime regulations of a similar nature
would be adopted in Canada, and it was
agreed that proof of compliance with
these Canadian regulations would be ac-
cepted in U. S. ports. Since that time
many members of the association, as op-
portunity arose, have installed plants on
their ships approved by the U. S. authori-
ties. Members have also been advised
from time to time that, in the absence of
Canadian regulations, ships must be pre-
pared to show compliance with those of
the U. S. on entering ports of that coun-
try; and full information as to approved
installations has been circulated. The De-
partment has also been reminded of the
arrangement to enact Canadian rules, but
up to this date has not sent notice of any
action or submitted any proposals for con-
siderations. A

Canadian Regulations regarding Grain



