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Educational Notes

(By Spectator)

The reopening of the schools for the work of the
fall term again brings up the vexed question of school
curricula. It is held by some eritiecs that in our Can-
adian schools these are too rigid; that principals and
teachers should be given much greater latitude in the
selection of what is to be taught. Such a system might
be the best possible in the hands of a teacher of ability
and experience; but to the beginner a curriculum fairly
definite i1s of very considerable value. And as the
great majority of our teachers are unfortunately in
the apprentice stage, or very little bevond it, the edu-
cational authorities and guides need not be regarded
as altogether pigheaded and reactionary when for the
sake of ‘‘safety first’’ in the instruetion and training
of pupils every teacher is not left free to map out a
course of his own.

* * *

Tt is also argued by many that our curricula are
overcrowded, although some of the really valuable
studies have been dropped. In this contention there
may seem to be a germ of truth. It is, for instance, a
thousand pities that such a subject as English grammar
has been ecrowded out of the general course in the Brit-
ish Columbia high schools. And yet, to make room
for it, what subject of the present preseription could
he omitted?

The remedy is probably not to be found in the
leaving out of this subject or that, but first of all in
the elimination of every unnecessary detail in the treat-
ment of all subjects. The employment of skilled teach-
ers furnished with time-saving equipment is also im-
portant. In this connection an abundant supply of sup-
plementary reading matter would prove most helpful,
especially when pupils through training in silent read-
ing have become expert in getting the thought of a
written or printed passage quickly and accurately.
When they have reached this standard they may be
safely left to themselves, to gain from books much of
what is now imparted by the teacher in the regular
recitation periods of the school day.

#* * %*

In the United States there are a number of uni-
versities or colleges exclusively devoted to the higher
education of women. Among these Bryn Mawr holds
an enviable place. In this institution it is possible to
carry out an unusually satisfactory programme. The
enrolment is limited; the professors are numerous and
able; postgraduate work has been given a place of
honor from the very foundation. In a recent vear the
students numbered four hundred and twenty, the pro-
fessors a hundred. Every teacher must be competent
to take part in the most advanced work: he or she
must share in the teaching of the courses offered in the
eraduate school, With conditions such as these it is

impossible for the student to escape the personal touch
of the professors, and the professor is almost sure to be
one whom to know is a high privilege.

One thing more, to quote from a recent article:
““The college refused at the outset to adopt the system
then in vogue, of admitting students upon certificate
from their preparatory school, a method only recently
abandoned by some of the first-rank colleges for women
and men.”’

£ * *

At present in most parts of Canada the supply of
teachers is greatly in excess of the demand. In recent
appointments of inexperienced teachers it is presumed
that fitness has been the one qualification demanded by
hoards of school trustees; that the interest of the pupils
has alone been considered. To appoint the ineflicient
is to rob boys and girls of one of the most precious
elements of their birthright. More than this, 1t dis-
courages the efficient, and is an invitation to our ablest
and worthiest young men and women to choose other
callings, callings in which merit is likely to find a fair
field and no favor.

Ll * B

“That juvenile delinqueney deereases with the
opening of playgrounds has been further verified by
recent reports from Cincinnati, Ohio. In a period of
three vears since the opening of a playground in one
neighborhood in that ecity the court records show a
reduction in delinquency of sixty-seven per cent.”

This conviction no doubt inspires the untiring ef-
forts of the Vancouver Gyro C'lub in its determination
to put participation in organized play within the reach
of every bov and girl in our fair city. The Club has
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