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dealt with the case and its difficulties. But 
the shallow mind that seeks for difficulties 
and finds pleasure in puzzling other people 
with them ; I have more respect—much 
more respect—for the frank agnostic than 
that. Simple faith in the fundamental 
truths of Christianity—that would be my 
advice, that is my prayer. Of course, it 
is easy to make objection to the Virgin 
Birth and the Resurrection. Simple faith 
is not greatly disturbed by that. It seems 
to me to be revealed to us by our Lord 
Himself—that the simpler we are the 
nearer we are to the truth, the nearer to 
God.”
The force of this testimony is all the more 

impressive, because the Bishop is one of the 
greatest historical scholars of the English 
Church, and we hope his plea for “a return 
to the simple faith, to simple acceptance of 
the Word of God as it has been handed down 
to us,” will find an echo in many hearts and 
lives.

The Anglo-American Peace Centenary
Great Britain and the United States are 

preparing to celebrate this year the conclusion 
of a century of peace between the two great 
Anglo-Saxon nations. The celebration will 
take the form of a great Anglo-American Ex
position, to be held in London in 1914. In it 
will be exhibited the achievements of the epoch 
of peace, showing the progress made in edu
cation, science, literature, inventions, produc
tions, and in the betterment of the conditions 
of working men and women. In America a 
general committee has been formed to make 
the arrangements. A letter has been addressed 
to the people of the United States, asking for 
their support and co-operation. The purpose 
of the Exposition is one of exceptional sig
nificance ; for it is not the signing of the 
Treaty of Ghent alone that both nations will 
unite in celebrating, but also the development 
and spread among the masses of the people 
of both countries of that spirit of mutual un
derstanding and good-will which makes the 
idea of armed conflict between them as abhor
rent as its existence is unthinkable. All nations 
have been invited to join in the celebration. 
The invitation has been extended "in order 
that both by the participation of governments 
and by the co-operation of men of good-will 
in every land this celebration may be so car
ried out as to mark not merely the close of 
one hundred years of peace between English- 
speaking people, but the opening of what we 
sincerely trust will be a fresh era of peace 
and good-will between all the nations of the 
world.”

Another Emancipation
A fresh testimony to the value of temper

ance is seen in the recent announcement that 
the Pittsburg “Gazette-Times,” one of the 
great dailies of Pennsylvania, will no longer 
solicit or receive licpior advertising of any 
class. It is particularly interesting to note 
that one of the Senators of the United States 
is President of the company that publishes this 
paper. Few people realize how widespread is 
the revolt against liquor among the daily and 
weekly papers of the United States. The great 
majority of the reputable publications in the 
South refuse liquor advertising and are dis
tinctly hostile to the trade. And in the North 
there are notable examples of the rapidly in
creasing number of great dailies that have 
taken the same line. Recently letters were 
sent to 256 newspapers in Pennsylvania en
quiring whether they would take liquor adver
tising. Out of 127 replies 45 stated that thev 
would not refuse, and 82 that under no cir
cumstances whatever would thev accept anv 
liquor advertising. Then, too, on" January 20th 
the Pittsburg Board of Trade passed a reso-

THE CANADIAN CKURvHMAN

lution, declaring for a prohibition amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, and 
on January 25th, in response to an appeal by 
the well-known Evangelist, Sunday, 40,oœ 
men pledged themselves to vote against the 
saloon, and so the battle goes on. “Iruth 
is mighty and prevails.”

What is a Christian?
W hen a coin has been long in use, and its 

impression has become effaced, it is not easy 
to recall what it was like when it came forth 
new from the mint. We may also say that 
words in this respect are very much like coins ; 
usage wears them and often entirely changes 
their meaning. Something like this has hap
pened to the word “Christian,” though the 
change in the meaning of the word is due to 
a very different idea of the fact, a different 
view of what it means to be a “Christian.
In the early days of Christianity it was diffi
cult to be a Christian, but nowadays many 
people think it quite an easy and simple mat
ter. In those days it meant very much to be 
a Christian, for it was a real test of life and 
character, but to some people in the present 
day it means practically nothing. For this 
reason it may be well to enquire into the real 
idea and meaning of being a Christian.

The origin of the word “Christian” is full 
of interest. It was given in one of the great
est cities of the world—Antioch in Syria, a 
meeting-place of all the nations bv reason of 
its commerce and learning. One special in
terest of the word is that it combines Jewish 
thought with Greek and Latin language, and 
thus bears witness to the universality of 
Christianity as a religion for the whole world. 
The idea of “Christ” (Messiah) is Jewish; the 
substantive “Christ” (Christos) is Greek, and 
the adjectival termination “ian” (-ianus) is 
Latin. The followers of Jesus were called 
“Nazarenes” and “Galileans” by their Jewish 
fellow-countrymen, but this new name was 
intended to introduce and mark the difference 
between Jews and Gentiles on the one hand 
and those who, whether from Jews or Gen
tiles, were followers of Jesus Christ.

What, then, does it mean? Let us try and 
recover the marks of the coin. What is it to 
be a Christian? It is evident that in some 
way or other a Christian is one who is related 
to Christ. The relationship is twofold. A 
Christian is one who is united to Christ.

The term “Christian” evidently points to 
the Person of Christ, and to those who are 
associated with Him as His followers. It 
implies and involves union and close associa
tion with Christ.

1 here is a Union of Life. The life of Christ 
becomes the life of His followers; they are

born again” (John iii. 3), and are made 
“partakers of the Divine nature” (2 Pet. i. 4). 
f hrist lives in them (Gal. il. 20), and they are 
ever growing up into Him \x ho is their life 
(Eph. iv. 15).

there is also a Union of Love. Christians 
love Christ, because He first loved them 
(1 John iv. 19). This, love shows itself in 
loyalty. They respond to Tfis call and realize 
that they are not their own but His. It is 
this intimate union and close relation of Christ 
and C hristians that explains the well-known 
phrase, Christianity is Christ.” His Person 
is the Object of our worship; His sacrifice is 
the basis of our trust; His life is the standard 
of our example; His truth is the light of our 
conduct; His glory is the motive of our en
deavours; His coming is the hope of our soul. 
Christ for us is our atonement ; Christ in us 
is our power; Christ under us is our founda
tion ; ( hrist around us is our protection ; 
Christ over us is our Master; Christ beside us 
is our pattern ; Christ before us is our hope.
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And this union of life and love is effected 
and maintained by Faith. Trust is the link 
of connection with Christ. It is the eye of 
the soul that looks to Him; it is the hand of 
the soul that takes Him; it is the ear of the 
soul that listens to Him ; it is the mouth of 
the soul that appropriates Him. Faith receives" 
Christ ; Faith rests on Christ ; Faith realizes 
Christ ; Faith rejoices in Christ.

From this follows the next and complemen
tary aspect of what is a Christian. He is one 
who is anointed by Christ.

The word “Christ” means “The Anointed 
One,” and is the equivalent of the Jewish 
term “Messiah.” In the Old Testament the 
anointing oil was the symbol of the appoint
ment of Prophet, Priest, and King. This 
anointing oil was the type of the Holy Spirit 
with which Christ was anointed (Acts x. 38) 
and with which the Christian is anointed in 
Christ (2 Cor. i. 21-22). To be a Christian, 
then, means to receive the Spirit of Christ, 
and to be filled with His Grace and Power.

The Christian is anointed for Purity. The 
Holy Spirit cleanses the heart from defilement 
and clears the mind from darkness. The soul 
is thus kept pure by the indwelling presence 
of the Spirit of God.

The Christian is anointed for Power. The 
Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Power; He gives 
the believer power with God in prayer and 
intercession. He also endues with power in 
relation to man, enabling the believer to show 
sympathy with man and do service for God. 
The anointing with the Holy Ghost is thus 
the essential feature and necessary equipment 
of the true Christian life. To be a Christian 
of necessity means to be an anointed one, and 
it is only when this is realized that the true 
Christian life is lived.

The combination of these two elements must 
ever be kept in view—Union and Unction. 
The Christian is one who is united to Christ 
and anointed by Him. There is a great ten
dency to separate these two facts, and to rest 
the idea of the Christian life only on the 
former aspect, and to be content with our 
union with Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ is 
not only the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world (John i. 29), He is also 
the One Who baptizes with the Holy Ghost 
(John i. 33). The reason why there is so little 
power in many a professed Christian life is 
that there is no true conception of the need 
and power of the Holy Spirit as an essential 
part of genuine Christianity. When we look 
at the ‘New Testament we can see that in the 
Apostolic Church every Christian was not only 
united to Christ by faith, but was also an 
active, aggressive worker, fully consecrated 
and endued with power from on high. Nothing 
short of this, nothing less than this, nothing 
other than this, is the meaning of the word 
“Christian” or of the reality expressed by that 
term.

The supreme question, then, for every 
reader is, “Am I a Christian?” Have I ac
cepted Christ as my Saviour? Have I accepted 
the Holy Ghost as my Sanctifier? Do I know 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the glory both of His 
mercy and of His power? What God hath 
joined together let no man put asunder, and 
a Christian must ever mean one who is “in 
Christ” for salvation and satisfaction, and in 
whom Christ dwells for sanctification and 
service.

How may each one become a Christian? 
How may this true relationship to Christ be
come ours? There are four steps: (a) Personal 
trust in Christ as my Saviour ; (b) Personal 
surrender to Him as my Lord ; (c) Personal 
experience of the Holy Spirit through faith; 
(d) Personal service for Christ as my Master.
“Then who this day will, rejoicing, say 

With a grateful heart and freq,
Thou King Divine, my life shall be Thine,

I consecrate all to Thee?”


