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Letters from Rev. R. Knight, DD,
No.1V.
CONTINGENT FUND.

From my former letter it will have been
seen that the sources from which the fand
derives it support, in connexion with the
Parent Conference, are the yearly collec-
tions in the classes,—the July collections
from the congregations,—snd the annual
grant from the Book Room.

The proceeds were divided off, 1o meet,
as far as the means would allow, the defici-

those Circuits in the home work whose
limited means, or regular income, was inade-
quate to defray the annaal expenditure.

Co-eval, in time, or pearly so, to the in-
stitation of the July collection in the Con-
gregations, it was dnnd necessary 10 organ-
ize plans for the more steady and cxtended
financial sustentation of our foreign missions
then rapidly multiplying. Doctcr Coke,
whose zeal in the cause of our Miseions has
embalmed his name in immortal memory,
had consecrated and laid upon the altar the
whole of bis private fortune, in addition to
his unwearied effort to elicit the benevolence
of others. Still, the means fell short of the
demand.

The Contingent Fund having becn origi-
nated and sustained in the home Circuits,
for the sole purpose of aiding the home
work, no help could be reasonably expected,
for the foreign missions from this source.
The saume necessity (only in a greater de-
gree) however, existed here as there, when
the fund was first formed. For if then it
arent land, “ Many
are neither able no
pense, nor can it be expected of them—stay
till the word of God hath reached their
hearts, and then they will endeavour to
provide for them who preach it,” surely
this would more directly apply to the popu-
lation generally occupying the scencs of our
mission labour, and more especially o among
the heathen.

From the mission fund alone could bope
of aid be indulged,—and from the begin-
ning, as far as means would admit, has help
been cheerfully afforded. On the inspired
Xrinciple that the “labourer is worthy of

s /ire,” our missionaries have been from

lling to bear the ex-|P

[ { am unable to say ; but
:"?;m ":}”o., Missions ever bave,
| a8 far as attaivable, adopted and applied a
apiform and general principle, | presume
"thet from this arraogement Do departure
was admitted, unless compelled by local dif-
ferences mot to be controlled. In the mean
| time our Missions had greatly multiplied.
‘ Serious financia] embarrassments were press-
ing on the Mission fund. The magnitade
of the claim:, and the means at command,
demanded mutual consideration, and to meet
[this exigency as far as practicable, grants
were made by the Committee to the Cir-
cuits no longer in their distinct relation, but
to the Districts, with this instruction, that
the sum thus granted as the maximum
amount should be divided off in accordance
with the pro-rata claims of each Circuit—
reserving, at the same time, a reasonable
sum to meet the unforeseen contingencies, as
they might be found to exist at the annual
session of the District Committees.

The Chairmen of Districts, very properly,
were not allowed to draw on the Treasurers
of the Mission fund beyond the grants for
the purpose of meeting any excess of expen-
diture. Had this been allowed, confusion
and inevitable embarrassment must have
been the consequence. This direction of
the Committee to set apart a reasonable
portion of the annual grant to Districts for
the purpose of meeting the excess of expen-
diture may be said to form the era of an
authorized Contingent fund in these Provin-
ces. This appropriation, however, was sup-
plemented by an anuual collection made in
all our principal congregations, and from
these conjointly, aid was given in proportion
to the means, as circumstances required,—
and so far, was the principle essentially per-
vading a Contingent Fund practically ap-
lied.

But the period of partial effort and irre-
gular administration bas passed away, we
bope, for ever. By the formal adoption of
this fund, we are bound to sustain it. We
are hereby brought under an improved dis-
pensation more ample in its range, and
equitable in its operation, and which, carried
out in all the falness of its capability, will
prove a large and lasting blessing financi-
ally, thereby relieving cases of Circuit em-
barrassment, and enlarging the dissemina-
tion of the Gospel of our salvation.

By the decision of the Conference at its
Jate session held in the city of St. John, this

the first instructed to raise, as far as practi-
cable, the means of their support from the |
people for whose spiritual benefit their |
ministry was intended,—supplemented by
the promise from the Missionary Commit- |
tee, to supply the means additionally re-
quired to meet all their reasonable wants. |
Hence, in a broad sense, the missionary |
treasury has to our missions been the Con- |
tingent Fund,—and, in the same wide view,

_it may be said that the amounts contributed

by our foreign auxiliaries and branches |
have been in the form of contributions |
thereto. In this consideration of the sub-|
Jject, however, there has been no departure
either from the principle of its sympathy or
the mode of its applicaticn. The design bas
been, on the part of the strong, to help the
weak, and the object of its use has been to
meet the ordinary and extraordinary defici-
encies of the mission stations.

Both the propriety and necessity of in-
troducing to the Forei Missions the
whole machinery of our financial discipline,
as far as practicable, from their commence-
ment, will, we think, be manifestly both
just and . proper. The omission of this is
to the present painfully felt; with respect
to a large portion of the older circuits,~—~and
the evil has been of so long duration as to
become too deeply rooted to admit of effec-
tual remedy. e

Well would it have been had early atten-
tion been given to all the existing connex-
ional funds as our mission field enlarged,
and claimed attention to moral and religious
culture. The ground when freshly fallow-
ed is the best time for casting in the seed.
As soon, therefore, as societies came into
existence on all our foreign stations, to in-
troduce the yearly appeal, as also to make
the July collection in all places where stated
congregations had been raised, would have
been the more desirable method. However
small at the first might bhave been the pro-
ceeds, the principle shoald have been intro-
duced. Had this been done in the case
before us, we should ere this have had a
Contingent Fund, in a stricter sense than
that which we have before alluded to,—one
indeed strictly analogous to that of the
Parent Connexion.

Though but partially attended to, still, in
some of the principal circuits the yearly
collection has been made in the classes, the
proceeds of which, however, were usually
merged in the ordinary receipts, and solely
applied to the exigencies of the particular
station where the rule was attended to.
Hence the Connexional order of the parent
body, to set it apart from the usual circuit

income, for the purpose of benefiting other
stations was not practically regarded.

Self-sustaining circuits have hitherto been
but * few and far between.” KEven the St.
John South Circuit,- where the uniform and
growing liberality of our people demands
and merits our praise, did not so become,
earlier than 1849. Then it left a balanceof
some sixteen pounds as the unappropriated

portion of the yearly collection to the cir-
cuit expenditure. In 1850 the balance in-
creased to £57. In 1851 to £87 8s. In
1852 to £153 16s. 5d, and in 1853 it’
was £147 19s. 8d. These amounts, of
vourse, in accordance with the object sought
to be attained by the yearly collection, as
one of the sources ‘rom whence the contin-
gent fund is sustained, went to the aid of the
dependant circuits, and were gratefully
acknowledged, and received as the first
fruits of this Connexional effort.

It has already been said that in a broad
- sense the annual allowances from the trea-
sury of the Parent mission fund may be de-
signated the Contingent Fund as regards our
foreign work.  Circumstances, however,
have required changes in the bestowment of
these laudable liberalities. When the
writer, more than forty years ago, com-
menced his miuionary ]Mur’ the order was
to send bome the Circuit accounts in detail,

.and a sum, including the. income of the
station, adequate to meet the annual expen-
diture was allowed. Subsequently, this
laborious and inconvenient process was dis-
continued, and a plan less objectionable as
such, but much less equitable in its results
was adopted. A scale of allowances was
fixed for the ordinaries, (which continues
to the present,) adjusted in accordance with
the peculiar circumstances of the missions
respectively. To meet the financial exi-
gencies of the circuits—then without ex-
ception, more . or less dependant on the
general mission fund, the sum of fifty
pounds was allowed (o the single, and
seventy to the married stations as the maxi-
mum. The grants being, made to the Cir-
cuits respectively, and not to the Districts,
as now; should a balance remain unap-
propriated after the expenditure of any
given circuit had been met, this was not
allowed to be set apart to meet the exige

where the grant was not sufficient. Con.

y some Circuits had
. oy more than was

fand is at present prospectively deprived of
one source of income which is secured by
the Parent Connexion to the fund at home ;
namely, an annual grant from the profits of
the Book Room. We hbope, however, this
will not always be the case. We bave a
Book Room of our own, which, though at
present limited in its means, will, we believe,
at no very distant time attain to & vigorous,
and, we also bope, a profitable existence,

as well in a pecuniary sense, as in the cir-
culation of useful knowlege. In connexion

therewith is our growingly popular and

excellent periodical, the “ Provincial Wes-

leyan.” The management of our book

affairs, and the editorship of our weekly

paper are entrusted to men peculiarly

competent, effectively to fill their office,

—men whose diligent and unwearied at-

tention will be in keeping.with their well-

known ability to perform the tasks they

have undertaken. Hope, therefore, may in-

dulge the anticipation of a coming period,

notwithstanding the Conferential arrange-

ment above alluded to, when the Book Room,
and the “ Provincial Wesleyan ” shall form
a remunerative investment, and from which
the affiliated Conference of * Eastern Bri-
tish America ” shall bestow a portion annu-
ally to strengthen the sinews of our Contin-
geot Fund, and thereby follow the liberal
and noble example of its venerable parent.
Then, and not before, as regards resources,
shall we place our Contingent Fund on a
basis similar to that connected with the
British Conference. No possible argument
can bear more directly, or urge its pleadings
more powerfully, for the purpose of elicit-
ing and enlarging the benevolent efforts of
our societies and congregations, in the sup-
port of this Fugpd, than to be enabled by the
authority of Conference to assure our peo-
ple that a portion of the anticipated profits
which may arise from the * Book Room,”
and the “ Provincial Wesleyan,” shall form
one of the sources of its income, thereby
affording more ample means to meet the
spiritual destitution of the Provinces, by
the extension of the mission field, relieving
cases of present circuit embarrassment, and
the dissemination of sound and useful infor-
mation.

In this view, untiring attention should be
paid to the sale and purchase of our standard
and other useful books, while no pains should
be spared to obtain for our paper, the connex-
ional orgen of communication with our own
people and the public, that wide and still
wider circulation to which it is so meritori-
ously entitled.

1f sincerely desirous to occupy, as a
branch of the Christian Church, a more en-
larged sphere of usefulness, our own people
should prove this by making it a matter
both of duty and conscience, to encourage
and extend the sale of our books, at least
by personal purchase, as far as their means
can justify, and also by introducing our peri-
odical to every family belonging to our de-
nomination. .

We may here honestly say, what we
conscientiously think—that if, owing to lim-
ited means Wesleyan families can afford to
take but oune paper, interest, prudence, and
even consistency, demand that that one
should be the Provincial Wesleyan. As
the matter in question stands however at
present the sources to which the Contingent
fund looks for strength are the yearly col-
lection to be made in the month of March,
the public collection to be made in the con-
gregations in the latter part of the month of
August, and private subscriptions from our
friends. Through these channels we fondly
hope, and can see no reason why we may
not confidently believe that streams of liber-
ality will cheerfully, statedly, and increas-
ingly flow. Relying on the fact that expan-
sive liberality is a prominent doctrine in the
financial creed of our denomiuation no spe-
cific amount is named in connection either
with the classes, the cougregation, or the
personal appeals to our particular friends ;
room is allowed for the ascending scale
from the pence of the poor to the pounds of
the rich: while to these even there is the
placing of no limit. We leave the amount
to be adjusted by the accredited liberality
of the minds of the givers, ever ready, we
trust, to devise liberal things. We gateful-
ly acknowledge that during the year this
fund obtained the charitable consideration
of one of our friends now no more as to this
life, who, in the final ents of his
worldly aflairs, awarded to it the bequest of
one hundred pounds.

To the members of our churches in their
several classes we may confidently and con-
sistently appeal. These, we may presume,
have been more or less savingly benefited
by the ministry of the Word. Their hearts,
therefore, should be warm and free in its
support, and, as far as their means will ad-
mit in connection with other claims, resolve
to give to this fund a vigorous existence.
It may be clearly seen that the public collec-
tion has a legitimate claim on our congrega-
tions- - The blessings they receive from
Sabbath to Sabbath through a stated and
faithfal ministry, they can but desire to

make more diffusive, that others might be

| similarly privileged. This result the Con-
| tingent fund seeks to consummate. We
may therefore hope that our annual public
collections will be increasingly liberal, while
| our friends whose means through the smiles
of a propitious providcnce are placed in a
higher order than that which falls to the
common lot, will, we cannot doubt, give to
the claims of this fund due consideration.
The same rules and regulations in con-
nection with this fund will obtain and be re-
| duced to practice as those which have been
| adopted, and faitbfully and impartially act-
ed out by the British Conference. The dis-
tribution of its proceeds will be placed under

the direction of a Committee composed of |

Ministers and lay official members whose
line of duty is clearly defined, and on whose
| ability and integrity the strongest reliance
may be placed as to equity of administration.
In conclusion, we have only to say that
the nature and purpose of this fund are now
plainly and fairly placed before our Societies
in particular, and our congregations in gen-
eral. It is thrown upon their practical pa-
tronage and generarosupport. As but few
of our Circuits are self-sustaining, and are
therefore annually bolding out the hand for
belp, it remains that in the same ratio as
they resolve to sustain this fund will they
be benefited by the reaction. To help the
fund will be to help themselves, while to our
friends on self-sustaining Circuits will be
the award of strengthening the weak, com-
forting the afflicted, unloosing the heavy
bardens, extending the influence of the gos-
pel of Christ, and deriving to themselves a
richer reward than they could otherwise ob-
tain. They hereby aid in preaching the
Word to the needy, visiting the widow and
the fatherless in their affliction, and that
which is thus bestowed God will amply re-
pay. R. Kxicar.

Barrington Cirouit

REVIVAL OF THE WORK OF GOD.

Mg. Eprror,—The Provincial Wesleyan,
always interesting, has been rendered doubl
so for several months past, by the revival
intelligence with which its columns have
abounded. While we have read communi-
cation in addition to communication, detail-
ing the wonderful working of the Divine
Spirit with the hearts of many, we have
been led to adopt the heart reviving words
to which the sainted Wesley gave utterance,
while he lingered upon the utmost verge of
life, contemplating that Providence by which
the cause to which he had devoted his time,
talents, and substance, had been raised up,
sustained, and remarkably prospered, in
spite of the malice, rage, and open hostiiity
of a host of ignorant, bigoted and wicked ene-
mies,—* The best of all is, God is with us.”
Bat our bearts have not been gladdened
merely by what we have read of the Lord's
gracious dealings with the people in other
places, but also, by the displays of His sav-
ing power we have witnessed in parts of
this Circuit. We shall not weary your pa-
tience, and the patience of your numerous
readers, by lengthy details of the scenes
with which our eyes have been delighted,
and the sounds which have fallen upon our
ears like heavenly music, causing our hearts
to dance for joy, and our lips to exclaim,
“ What hath God wrought !” Suffice it
to say, that during the last two Methodistic
years, the work of God has been revived,
more or less, in far the largest portion of
the Circuit.

At Baccaro and the West Passage, about
sixty persons were received on trial for
Church membership, during the months of
March and April of 1856, the largest part
of whom still profess to be “ working out
their own salvation with fear and trem-
bling.” Daring the last Winter and pres-
ent Spring the kind hand of the Loid  has
been stretched out to save at Cape N:gro
and Upper Port Latour, :ind about fiity more
have been added as members on trial. The
extra services held at Cape Negro were
kept up for several weeks, with short in-
termissions, amidst very discouraging cir-
cumstances, arising out of the previous low
stale of religion, and the very inclement
state of the weather. But those prolonged
services, though not successful to the extent
desired and hoped for, were far from being
in vain. The cause there is now in an en-
couraging and prosperous state. Soon after
we bad concluded our extra meetings at the
last named place, we, by the earnest request
of the people, commenced similar meetings
in a part of Upper Port Latour where there
had neyer been much preachiug by the Me-
thodist ministers, until since the last Con-
ference. Those services were, from the be-
ginning, of a most interesting and encourag-
ing character. It would be in vain to at-
tempt a description of our second meeting.
We do not know that we ever felt more of the
presence of God in any place. All present
seemed deeply conscious of His presence—
and many, we are sure, felt as Jacob did
when he said, ¢ How dreadful is this place !
this is none other but the house of God, and
this is the gate of heaven.” We may mere-
ly add, that we now have in this place, a
large and flourishing Ciass with a prospect
we think, of further increase. Other mat-
ters of interest, connected with this Circuit,
might be referred to, were it not that we
have already wade this communication lon-
ger than we had intended. But permit us
to state in conclusion, that althoagh the state
of the Circuit is not what it might and ought
to be, we have upon the whole reason to
* thank God and take courage.”
* C. Lockuart.
Barrington, Moy 21st, 1857.

Communications designed for this paper must be accom-
panied by the name of the writer in confidence.

We do not undertake to return rejected articles.

We do not assume responsibility for the opimions uf cor-
rezpondents.

Wesleyan Conference of Eastern
7 British America.

PREPARATORY COMMITTEES.

The members of the different Prepara-
tory Committees will please to take notice
that they will be expected to attend the dif-
ferent meetings at Sackville, N. B., in the
week immediately preceding the Conference,
‘in the following order :

1. Contingent Fund Committee on Friday, June
19,a 9 am.
. Education Fund Comumittee do., do., 6 p. m.
3. Supernumerary and Ministers’ Widows Fund
Committee, on Saturday, June 20,at 9 am.
4. Book Comumittee, on Monday June 22, 9 a.m.

5. Sackville Academy Board Meeting, on Tues-
day, June 23, at 9 a.m.

6. Auxiliary Missionary Committee, on Tuesday
June 23, at 6 p.m.
The Conference will meet at 10 o’clock
on Wednesday, June 24, 1857.
MATTHEW RICHEY, D.D.
PrESIDENT.
I7" Tue Presient would request of the
Cbairmen of Districts that at their several
meetings they will secare a record of the
precise date of birth of each child having

claims on Circuit allowances ; and also to

!imP"" on the minds of the brethren 'the ! the idea—shall we call it the inspired thought 7| ton
necessity of having their Missionary Lists | —of raisioe the Annual Income to Une Hun-| England and China was an event ot which pe

| prepared correctly alphabetical, not only in
| the initials but succeeding letters.

Wesleyan Methodist Missio:-
ary Society.

We bave already conveyed to our readers ke
| cheering annourcement that the anniversary of
Ithis Society held at Exeter Hall in the present
| month was of the most animating description
| The columns of the Watrkman of the th inst.
| are crowded with reports of the addresses de-

livered. Some ot these we sball select and pre-
| sent to the attention of our readers. Meantime
' we copy. the leading article of our cotemporary,
| and append the speech of the President ot the
Conference, the Rev. Robert Young, well known
and greatly esteemed and beloved by many in
this Province.

The Watchman, after some expressions of
gratification at the general character of the
meeting, which we noticed last week, pro-
ceeds:— !

What one looks for on suchan occasion is the men |
themselves who are, or have been, employed in
the Society’s Missions. “ 1 want,” said the late’
Czar Nicholas during Lis visit to London, * to
see, not your Household Troops, but the
soldiers who have won your battles and kept |
your empire in. India” So a Missionary |
Meeting Jooks for the good soldiers of the Cross
who are enlarging the boundaries of the King- !
dom of Christ. There they were from all climes,
both veterans, and those who, stiil young and
vigorous, are pressing forward to many another
campaign in the militant Missionary Church.
The Rev. W. B. Boyce was there, but rot with
the intention of speaking, which to many of
us was a disappointment, and robs the Watci-
man’s Report of an expected column for Aus-
tralia. The Rev. E. E. Jenkins was on the
platform, but sat so far back that any hopes of |

Y | such a speech on India as thrilled through the

Hall last year bad to be given up at once. The

Rev. Wm. Shaw had not been scen in that place

for twenty years before, and was known to be

going back to South Africa. There was wuch

to say about these Kaffrarian Missions in whose |
behalf it may bave been necessary that the Rev.

J. 8. Thomas should become a martyr, in order !
that British Christians might be admonished to

give up their silver and gold for the conversion

of the wild tribes for whom he poured forth his

blood and life. Mr. Shaw took up this theme,

and also the larger one of the influence of cur

South African Missions in a political as well as

a religious point of view, and upon the European

Colonists as well as the native races. There

was also the Rev. J. Calvert (o tell the inspiring

story of the conversion of Feejee, and to give us

in living accents, what no written page can ade-

quately record, the narrative of the last hours

and the last prayers of the young apostle of these

islands, Jobn Hunt, who expired in his arms.

Our excellent President is not only a veteran

Missionary, but may be called a Missionary

President: and his manly address was full of

Missionary reminiscenses.

Whatever the programme of the ‘Committee

may have been for that morning, some bappy

incidents disarranged it. Thbe Rev. F. Monod,

just arrived in London on his way to Edinburg,

entered the Hall, and, rightly thinking that his

card would as readily as a ticket procure him a

seat, sent it in, and was not only admitted to

hear the proceedings but pressed into the ser-

vice of the meeting, to which he made a hearty

and loving impromptu speech in moving the se-

cond Resolution. Dr. McCrie to whom the So-

ciety is indebted for his sermon in Great Queen-

street on Friday, was in hke manner caught up

unexpectedly to the platiorm, from which his

heart improvised an address that went straight

home to the hearts of all present. These inci-

dents were among the pleasantest of the Aoni-

versary, yet they produced, togeiber with the

lengih of the Report, some inconveniences.—

The Rev. S. W. Christopbers appeared to us to
bave been thrown so far into the later period of
the day, that he bad less than convenient .oom
to develope the oulines of an address full of
grand and pregnant thoughts. The Rev. Jobn
Walker, of Tralee, must have felt himself in an
unfavorable position to do ‘justice to Ireland
when be rose to address an assembly which had
already sustained the tension of hLigh-wrought
feelings for more than five bours; bat such op-
portunity as he bad, be employed with discretion
and effect. alr. Robinson Kay bad the advan

tage of an early cal! from the Chair, but after a few
excellent sentences be surrendered it, we think
too soon, in favor of his successors. Besides the
speeches already mentioned, there were four to
which not to refer would be unpardonable. For
Mr. Kionaird’s pr y and opening address
the Society must feel an obligation, though to
him it was evidently a pleasure. The speech of
Mr. Thomas Chambers was th¢ most vigorous
and in some respects the most effective of the
meeting. Before it was concluded we began to
pity the speaker who would bave to follow, but
all these apprehension: were soon dispelled.
It was Dr. Etheridgze who rose next, and in a
voice which probably scarcely filled the vast
area of Exeter Hall, but which fixed as by a
spell the attention of every one it reached,—
with tones which never rose into declamatory ve-
bemence, but sounded on with the solemn ca-
dence of a distant bell,—and in a style of orato-
ry ennobled by imagination, and by imagina-
tion softened and subdued into pathos, in which
nevertheless feeling itself seemed restrained by
something if possible still higher and more spirit-
ual, whieh made it all the more beautiful and
true and touching ;—in such a voice and tone
and style, did this speaker, in whom the gifts of
genius, the stores of a rare scholarship, the meek-
ness of sanctified suffering, and a child-like sim-
plicity are all united, pour forth an address
which possibly was inferior to many that bave
rung through that place, as the natural music of
an .Eolian barp may be inferior to the swell of
the mighty organ in the same Hall, but which
can never be forgotten by those who have heard
it, and can no more be represented even by our
faithtul Report to those who heard it not, than
the fragrance of a bank of violets can be preserv-
ed in a hortus siccus of withered leaves. If this
speech was the poetry of the meeting, the Rev.
James Calvert’s,to which we bave already al-
luded, was the type of its Missionary agency,
simple, strong, affecting by its details, and hal-
lowing by its spirit.

A few words we must say of the Annual Re-
port. Such reports are often beard with a little
impatience, especially if they are long; and this
was of the largest. Baut there was no impatience
last Monday, and we venture to say the Report
was the best thing by far in the whole meeting.
It was read, and read weli by the Rev.J. 1
James, who gave 1o its close all the effect of the
peraration of a masterly speech; and it Was
pleasing to see the Secretaries devolve this duty
upon the son of a Secretary who bad passed to
bis reward. The | Report announces that the
Wesleyan Missionary Society is out of debt, and
that its income is a little in advance of the Jarge
sum of last year. In this Report the Committee
also officially, and thanktully accept, appropri-
ate, and earnestly recommend to the Connexion,

dred and Fiity Thousand Pounds. Mr. Young
| Mr. Calvert. M. Monod. Dr..Hannab, and in
fact almost every speaker, r.d. 'ast and wost de-
cisively of them a!l, Dr. Bunting, showed that 1t
X was artan-

was an object tu ba acheved, that i

abi=, and that in :eality it could no ionger be
done without, if Calcutta and Bombay are to re-
ceive Missionaries trom this Society, if the tribes
ap whose spears Mr. Thomas perished are to ob-
| tain, in re quittal for his mar:yrdom, the Word
of Life, it the West Airican Missions in visiting
which Mr. We-t closed his toc
extending efficiency

tesimony records

briet career are
to be maintained io that
which bis last , 1t our present
| stations are to be kept up aud providential open-
We have done

v . 1 . 1 111 . e
in2s to be occupied. finaneiaily |

a little wore, or perbaps it woald be wore just |
to say, events bave braught us a little more this |
vear tban last, notwitustanding the tuli pressure
of war taxation, which will ncw be lightened. |
But we bave not quite turned the corner ot
£120,000, and to add £30,000 to that sum will
require faith and zeal, selt-sacrifice, and perbaps
time. Our most cautious friends, however, now
declare that it will be done, and our Missionary
speakers are pledged to advccate it wherever
they go. The proposal was dropped as a seed
in the gemal soil ol Yorkshire Methodism, it has
been transplanted to the Mission House and to
Exeter Hall, iv 15 already 1eproducing itself in
the Colonies and in India, and it is taking deep
root in the bearts of the MetLodist peopie.

It is now six wonths since the Wesleyan Mis-
gion at Canton was broken up, and the five
young Ministers who composed it were driven
to seek refuge where best they might find it.—
Mr. Cox lingered latest at his dangerous post,
and, when that was no longer tenable, proceeded
first to Hong Kong, and then, leaving the shores
of China altogether, but not its people, sailed to
the Straits of Malacca, and soon began distribut-
ing books among the emigrant Chinese whom
be found settled under British rule at Singapore,
visiting their houses, and collecting many of
them who understood the Canton dialect at even-
ing meetings for religious instruction and prayer.
That spirit of deadly bostility, acting by treach-
ery and massacre, which bas made it dangerous
for a European vessel to take Chinese passengers
on board, which keeps the authorities of Hong
Kong in perpetual alarm, and which bad almost
brought to a tragic tiose the marveilous story of
Sir James Brooke's enterprise in Borneo, has
also given tokens of its presence in Singapore.
But there it bas been kept in subjection by the
strong spell of British power, and our devoted
Missionary, we may expect, will be able to con-
tinue his labours in safety and in peace. Mr.
Piercy, with his three other colleagnes, found a
nearer harbour of refuge at Macao, and there,
like their brother at Singapore, they bave em-
ployed their days of Missionary exile in evange-
lizing the Chinese, and have surrounded them-
selves with a congregation larger than they could
collect at Canton. These six months of ejection
from their appointed scene of labour have not
been a blank, nor can we be sure that ultimate- ‘
ly they will prove to have been a comparative |
loss. It is remarkable that three Chinese con-
verts, their first spiritual children, Lave been |
vorne and baptized during this period of exile.
Qar Missionaries have not made the interruption
of the work at one place a reason for neglecting
it at otbers. They have asked for no vacation;
they have entered in at such doors as they found
or as they could push open; and they seem to
bave been too busy to spend time in complain-
ing.

We all, of couise, anticipate that, at such
time as He who sent these five devoted evangel-
ists to China sees best, they wiil be restored to
their place and wark somewbere in (hat cmpire.
Of that no question at all was made last Satur-
day, when the annual morning meeting on be-
half of the * Mission to China” was held as usual.
It becomes us, nevertheless, to remember that
for the present we have no Mission in China.—
The light bas no'. indeed, been extinguished,
but it has been dispersed, and carried elsewhere.
The Mission, thouzh still a Mission to Chinese,
is no longer one to China. And belorc it is once
more collected and restored, who can say what
may have befallen the great population to whom
it was sent 7~ Can we Le certain that our Mis-
sion, when re-established in China, will be re-
established at Canton ? That, certainly, is the
post of honour, because the post of danger ; for
at none other of the five ports is the feeling
against the teachers of the Gospel so rancorous
The command which cur Missionaries have, at
£0 great cost of time and pains, acquired of the
dialect of the Scuth might be found greatly
lessened in value on their removal to Chusan,
or any one of the new ports which will be
opened. But the question will not be, which is
the post of honor or of convenience, but which
is the post of duty; and a change of the politi-
cal and commercial position of things may re-
quire a corresponding movement n Christian
undertakingy.

Four of the imper:al-nations of the world are
knocking at the gates of China. Two of these
are certainly about to employ force to burst them
open, and obtain access to the mighty population
within : the other two will do the same, if ne-
cessary. In point of numbers, this one Asiatic
people surpasses the aggregate of the popula-
tion of its four assailants, in the proportion of
three to one. Add together the census of Great
Britain, France, America, and Russia, and then
multiply this sum by three, and the product will
still very probably be much bclow the true
figures of the population of China. It is per-
fectly appalling to think of the military superior-
ity of the nations ot the West being exerted to
throw fire and death upon such a mass of hu-
man beings. It is not possible without a thrill
of horror to conceive of gaps and lanes being
made io it, whetber for the merchant or the mis-

nomitory shadow had been cast before . but
they bave on no previous occasion been surpass-
ed in the power and ability with which memen-
tuous questions were grasped and displayed.—
Atter the Chairman’s perspicuous outline of the
entire case for China Missions, Major-Gieneral
Alexander and the Rev. Mr. Welton, late of
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of the opium tratlic, the latter almost overpower.
ed by his recollections of what be bad himself
witnessed. Mr. George Smith, of Camborne,
spoke with powerful eflect on the war; and Mr

' E. Corderoy commenced one of his happiest |

speeches with a reference to the contrast be:

tween the bostilities which the united nations |
are carrving on against the Chinese, and the |

aspiratious of the Church, and of that mneeling,
which breathed only peace and good will to the
same people. The Rev.G. C. Harvard made
an interesting Missionary address, and Dr. Han.
nah, towards the close of the meeting, refresbh-
ed and delighted it with a few sentences of ge-
vial encouragement. The other speeches were
necessarily brief, and of these the most interest-
ing to the audience seemed to be the parentbeti
cal remarks of Mr. Farmer, after be bad suc-
ceeded to the Chair which Mr. C. Buxton was¢
compelled to vacate at an early bour of the
moining. Our report of this meeting will, we
bope, instruct and interest thousands of readers
at home, and it will carry to our Missionariess
i their tewporary exile at Macao and Singa-
pore, the consolations of the sympatby and
prayers of their friends, and the assurance of
that continued support which the noble list of
donations.and subscriptions for the China Mis-
sion guarantees to them.
THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH.

The Rev. ROBERT YOUNu, (the President of
the Conference,) in supporting the resolution,
said,—Mr. Chairman, my Cbristian friends, it is
my privilege to bave seen the largest portion of
the Mission field occupied by the agents of this
Society, and to bave witnessed the various forms
of success which have been realised by this and
kindred institutions. As the resolution which 1
am called upon to support speaks of success, it
may not be improper on the present occasion
very briefly to refer to some facts bearing on
that subject. The great object of the Mission
ary enterprise is undoubtedly the world’s con-
version, and it is very encouraging to know that
in the prosecution of that enterprise much pre-
paratory work has already been accomplished.—
Languages previously without characters have
by great latour and industry not only been con.
quered but have been stereotyped in the words
of Holy Scripture. Education bas been given
to tens of thousands ot the adults and chilidren
of dark and degraded tribes who are thus pre-
pared to search the Scriptures daily, to repel
the Man of Sin, and to occupy an important po-
sition in life. Wandering *ribes have been col-
lected and have been taught to cultivate the soil,
to build suitable habitations for their comfort and
accommodation, and to gather around them many
temporal enjoyments. Laws bave been enacted
and governments instituted according (o the pri-
vileges of Christianity,and tribes the most debased
and sanguinary are becoming elevated and hap-
py. Infanticide bas been arrested in its fearful
progress, and Christian influence, like the ark of
bulrushes, has preserved to many an anxious
mother her weeping and helpless babe. The
fire of the funeral pile no longer casts its lurid
glare o the KEastern sky, nor does the cruel
grave, as it did formerly, devour the living with
the dead. Women, long fettered by dark and
cruel superstitions, have been gloriously liberated,
and invested with legitimate rights and influence
to bless and cheer the circle of domestic life.—
Slavery, that foul blot. of human nature, has
everywhere been removed from the British em-
pire, and the deepiy oppressed negro, so lonp
tound in the category of goods and chattels, has
bad bis bumanity conceded, and is now recognis-
ed’as a man and a brother. Idolatry, in some
places, bas been completely abolished, its oracles
have been silenced, and its priests like those ot
Baal, have been found in circumstances of great
embarrassment. Heathen temples bhave been
transformed into Christian sanctuaries, and a
very great impression has been produced in
almost every part of the un-Christianized world
that idolatry is destined to fall before Jehovah
and his conquering Son. Now, Sir, were it at all
necessary, it might be easily shown that all these
results bave been produced by Christian Mis-
sions. They are not only valuable in themselves,
inasmuch as they confer personal benefits; but
they are especially valuable in preparing in the
desert a highway for our God, that his glory
may be revealed and all flesh may see it together-
But as our object is to save immortal souls—and
I bope that object will never be lost sight of— has
that object to any extent been accomplished ? 1
am bappy to say that it has. Multitudes formerly
sitting in darkness and in the region of death,
bave been illuminated by the glorious Gospel of
the Son of God, and under various degrees of
religious influence, are now walking in the fear
of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost. We ought not to forget, on an ocrasion
like the present, that a great multitude which no
man ¢an number, bave passed away into the
eternal world, and we trust into the joy of their
Lord, as the fruit of Missionary toil. It bas
been my privilege to bave been personally near
some of those spirits which bave departed this
life, and from their dying, quivering lips to bave
beard expressions of thankfulness to the friends,
ot~ Christian Missions for baving remember-
ed them in their low estate. 'When in the West
Indies, | remember visiting a dying negro.—
After some pmliminlry conversation, he gave
me the Christian and delightful account of his
conversion to God and of bis hope of eternal
life. Ilis feelings then overcame bim, and for
some moments I thougbt be was no more. But

sionary to find entrance, by the rush of rockets
and the sweep of cannon balls. From such
calamities the Chnrch can only look away, wait-
ing the issue with a beating heart. As far as
can be foreseen, the victory of the West appears
to be certain. The Rebellion may be a diffi-
culty, for, ii the Chinese did not know what
Emperor to obey, we should have conquered
one of the two in vain. But the coast ot China
is at the mercy of the maritime Powers, and the
command of it will secure those objects which
are desired, whoever may rule, and whatever
may be the temper o the people. The contest,
be it observed, is undertakea on behalf of the
interests of commerce,—not of Missions. And
what a commerce! The Cbinese send us their
pative tea, which bas done much to make intoxi-
cation in these lands & digreputable and solitary
vice ; and we, in return, send them an Indian
drug, which is destroying the body, soul and
spirit of their population !

These thoughts were vividly present to the
minds of the friends who were gathered at the
London Tavern, under the presidency of Mr.
Charies Buxton, and subsequently of Mr. Farm-
er, on the morning of Saturday last. The meet-
ing was less like a pleasant festival, we think,
than that of last year ; but the feeling was still
more serious and earnest. The speeches, per-
haps, were not, with one or two brilliant excep-
tions, so popular and eloquent as those we beard

be opened bis eyes agdin, and by a long and des-
perate effort he looked at me and said in broken
accents—* Stay, my massa—stay, my massa—
me forget one thing—when you go to Englana
tell them good people they made me most bap-
py—that me most thankful for the Gospel them
sent—that me now pray for them.” So saying,
Sir, be closed his eyes again, and for ever on
this perishing world, and bis spirit took its flight
to the Paradise of God. Other forms of success
bave also been achieved, which are being realis-
ed in the reflex benmefits that bave come upon
the cburches at home. Christianity is aggressive,
and it will become languid and enfeebled unless
it be carried out according to the intentions of
its glorious Author ; and as the Missionary caase
furnishes ample scope for the exercise of its
lofty powers, it cannot but improve the piety
of those who sympathize with its_object ané en-
gage beartily in the promotion of its interests.—
And what Yes already been accomplished at
bome as the msult of this Missionary movement ?
Information respecting the work has been com-
manicated, tending to enlarge the mind, and to
confirm tbe truth of God. By the reception of
Christian ideas the standard of Christian bene-
volence bas been elevated, and many a noble
sacrifice bas been made in support of the interests
of Christ’s kingdom ; love to souls has been ex-
treme, and ucquenchable zeal for Christ has
been inspired ; many a talent concealed in the
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In reviewing, then, the success of the
enterprise, we have good cause to thank Gog and
to take courage. Whether we look at home
abroad, we ought to be grateful to the God o
Missions for having fixed His seal of approbatioy,
on our humble efforts.

or

At the present tims th,
position and prospects of this- Institution yre
more encouraging than they ever were at g,
former period. We have not only got rid o
our debt, which is a great reliet to the Societ
but we see marks ot the divine approbation g
‘tiplying in every part of the world where o
Missionaries are laboring.  And, what is pot (b
least encouraging 10 us, is the circnmstance thy,

| there is an wwprovement in our condition g

bome. The spring has returned amongst y.
and we can say that the winter is past, the raiy
is over and gone, the flowers appear on (he
earth, the time ot the singing of birds is come

{ and the voice of the turtle is heard in the Japg

Under such circumstances we ought to attempt
and expect great things, and surely we are war.

| ranted in anticipating such manifestations of

grace and salvation as wo never before realised
We ought to be up and doing, and with greater at-
tention, than we have ever hitherto done to this
glorius cause. It is the cause of God, and while
we depend upon him for success we have nothing
to fear, for be will enable us to overcome every
difliculty, and through his gracious influence t.
carry hLis conquests to the ends 6f the earth
EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORI
The following General Sumwary presents o
view of the Sccicty's labours and agency :
Missions under the direction «f the Wesleyan
Missionary Comwittee and Boitish Conter »
ence, in Europe, India, China, South and
West Africa, and the West Indies
Central or principal S:ations ¢alled Cir-
cuits, occupted by the Society in
various parts ot the world .
Chapels and other Preaching I'laces,
connexion with the above mentioned
Central or Principal Stations, as tar
as ascertained . .
Ministers and Assistant Missionaries,
incladirg three Supernumeraries
Other paid Agents, as Catechists, Inter-

preters, Day school Teachers, &c.
Unpaid Agents, as Sabbath-school
Teachers, &c. - . - 818
Full and accredited Church Members 64,775
On trial for Church Membership d46u
Scholars, deducting for those wiio attend
both the Day and Sabbath-schools 3807y
Printing Establishmeuts - :
Other Missions of the Society having also re-
lation to Conferences in [reland, France,
Australasia, Canada, and Eastern British
America.
Central or Principal Stations called
Circuits - - - -
Cbapels and other Preaching I’laces
Ministers and Assistant Missionaries,
including Twenty-seven Supernume-
raries - - -

Other paid Agents, as Catechists, In
terpreters, Day-school Teachers, &
WUnpaid Agents, as Sabbath school
Teachers, &c. - - .
Full and accredited Church Members

On trial for Church Membership

Scholars, deducting for those who atiend
both Day and Sabbath-schools h4,040

Printing Establishments ]

6,720
& 603
K68

RECAPITULATION.
Central or Principal Stations called

Circuits - - .
Chapels and other Preaching Places,
Ministers and Assivtant Missionaries,

including Thirty Supernumeraries a3
Other paid Agents, as Catechsts, In

terpreters, Day-School Teachers, &c. 546
Uopaid Agents, as Sabbath-school

Teachers, &c. - - .
| Full and accredited Church Members
OUn trial for Church Membership
Stholars, deducting for those who attend

both Day and Sabbath-schools 92,849
Printing Establisbments - 8

In reporting on Financia’ affawrs, the Com-
mittee began with devout thankfulness to God,
by whose blessing the Scciety has been placed
in more favourable circumetances than for many
past years.

The entire Recipts, for the year ending De
cember 31st, 1856, have ascertained to
amount to £119,205 8s. 2d., being a hitle in ad
vance of the Receipts of the previous year.
The entire Lxpenditure bas alsa been £119 205
8. 2d.; ‘ncluding in the amount the sum of
£6,897 10 1d, the balance of debt 1eported
at the last Annual Meeting of the Sceiety. The
following 15 an Avalysis of the Receipts —

) LR

0. 833
114,42%
1,337

been

Mission Houee and Home Dirtricts #7525
Hibernian Missionary Society 4,609
Juvenile Christmas and New

Year's Oflerings Hus8 1y

Total Ordinary Howe Inccme
Foreign Auxiliaries

Colonial Grants

Legacies,

Donations on Annuity
Centributions for the China Miwon 1.2
Dwidends

Interest

Lapsed Acnnu'tics

31 B
25,720 11

2567

Total

The details of the Contribntions 1o 1he Funds
of the Society received during the jear 1856,
from the several Auxiliary and Branch Socie-

ties, at home and abroad, and of the Ipcome

ariding from other and miscellaneous sourcer,

are'as follows :—

The Home contributions were £67 525 Ys. 5d.
The Juvenile Christmas, and New Year’s Of-

ferings for 1856 (received in time,) and Balance

of those for 1855, amounted to £6,653 15s. 2d.
The Contributions of the Hibernian Mission-
ary Society were £6,006 18s. Deducting the

Charge to Christmas Offerings, £1,200; and ex-

penses, &c., £107 6s. 7d.; net Receipts in Ire-

land, £4,690 11s. 5d.

The Foreign contributions were — France,

£423 4s. 10d.; Gibraltar, £44 125 10d ; Cey-

lon |(South) Singbalese District, £G1 1s. 7d.;

Mysore, £51 1s. 9d.; Australia and Polynetia,

£6,774 184, 9d.; Cape of Good Hope, £401 ls.

5d.; Albany and Kaflraria, £1030; Bec!uaoa,

£90 18s. 6d.: Natal, £44 3s 7d.; Sierra Leone,

£159 0s. 5d.; Gambia, £127 17s 2d ; Cape

Coast, £698 8s. 10d. ; Antigua, £690 122 9d.;

8t. Vincent's and Demerara, £822 3y 4d.; Jam-

aica, £1,245 16s. 3d.; Honduras, £260 4s. 11{d H

Babama, £3338 2s. 7d.; Hayti, £4 3s. 2d ; Cap--
ada (Western,) £10,107 3s. ; - Eastern Bnh‘-b ‘
America, £2,351 1s. Total receipts from Fo-

io that room last May, when the Mission at Can-
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