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ARE CATHOLICS
CARELESS ?

In numbers, an American
Catholic contemporary, we Catholics
far exceed all other religious
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befalls them truly
speaking, vast numbers of them have
grown indifferent to their Faith., It
must be otherwise would
never submit to the restrictions put
upon the practice of their worship;
to the wholesale seizure of ecclesias
tical property; to the expulsion of
bands of innocent monks and nuns,
or to the constant interference of the
State with the Church’s prerogatives.
Catholics are supine; and if their
increasing troubles serve to arouse
them from their lethargy into active
practical life, they may thank God
for the merciful affection with which
He has been pleased to visit His
lukewarm people. Protestants are
not supposed to be as earnest and
self-sacrificing in their faith as we
Catholiecs. ‘They are, however,
infinitely more worldly-wise in their
regard for the beliefs that they
profess ; and beyond question they
are far more sturdy in defense of
their rights and active in the pro
pagation of their interests. So, too,
the Jews.

It is all very well to aseribe this
activity and public spirit of non
Catholics to pure worldliness. It is
greatly to be regretted that Catholics
have not a large share of worldliness,
It would interfere but little with
their while at the same
time it the paths of
faith, for countless
thousands. are to
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an affair of mere but of
practical life. The greatest work to
be accomplished in the world is its
conversion. That is the chief
mission of the Church Militant—to
preach, to teach, and to convert the
people to God. Our missioners
saints, the body of the clergy and
the nuns, do wonders in this work:
and we continue to allow them to do
wonders. We don't set our shoulders
to the wheel in the practical manner
of our non-Catholic brethren.
Among them very many have a
personal interest in each church and
a personal work in it. With too
often the priest slaves, year in, year
out, almost alone. We go to Mass
and put pennies or our nickles
the plate, are
satisfied.

We are reluctant to engage in the
work of the Sunday-school ; reluctant
to join the sodalities and othe:r
associations for pious and charitable
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State on the spiritual domain and
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At last Catholics awakened
in European lands to the sense that
the their souls and of the
souls of their children has'just as
severe and practical demands on
their activity and intelligence as the
care of their bodies ; that religion is
not merely an affair of priests and
nuns but equally of
not a mere matter of prayer,
constant. work and human activity.
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out a previous dispensation, that is,
without the permission of the
Church, is null and void. A marriage
contracted between a Catholic
baptized non-Catholic, entered
without the permission of
Church, though valid, is sinful.
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WHY YHE CHURCH DISLIKES MIXED

MARRIAGES

The Church
81Xth precept

clearly states in her
that Catholies are not
to enter into such marriages This
18 not new legislation It has ex
isted in the Mother Church since the
beginning of her history, and we
read even in the old law, the most
solemn and uncomprising prohibition
to the Jew to intermarry with unbe
lievers, “Thou shalt not make mar
riage with them : thou shalt not give
thy daughter to his son, nor take his
daughter for thy son.” If the Scrip
tures, the Church, the Popes, forbid
such marriages, what is the reason ?
Is it because we the
Catholic financially, intel
lectually undesirable ? No. With
these matters the Church has noth
ing directly to do.
for centuries
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The reasons why
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weddings is because of the danger to
the faith of the Catholic party, and
the danger to the faith of the chil
dren We are willing to admit that
In every parish there are Catholics
whose parents are of different faiths,
and these Catholics are most
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and not the rule.

It takes but little experience to
prove that the faith of the Catholic
party to a mixed
cases is weakened. It is not uncom
mon to with persons who be
fore marriage were very faithful to
their duties, but after few
years become very dilatory,

An American Bishop stated in a
public sermon that out of 450 cases
of mixed marriages which had come
under his immediate observation, 40
had proved fatal to the faith. A can
vass made by a non-Catholic organi
zation, in a
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at the merely
but no
religious bond. 1f either or both of
the parties is Catholic
and non-Catbolic preacher or minis
ter officiates, while legally valid, it
creates no religious tie, and the
Catholic is excommunicated. While
living in this condition, the Catholic
cannot receive the Sacraments. 1he
only solution while cohabiting, is a
revalidation of the marriage before a
priest.—The Tablet,
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FILIAL LOVE IN PRAYER

It will be a pity and a real spir-
itual loss if the Catholic: people
ever grow careless in the long sane-
tioned and beautifully devotional
recital of the Angelus. Morning,
noon and night, for long centuries,
the salutation of her’children has
been wafted from earth to hegven
to our Blessed Mother.

[t has become in private Catholic
life just such an expression of
Catholic loyalty adherence to
the Friday has long been in the
public acts of religion. Made more
difficult now by the complexities of
city life and by the failure to hear
and to identify the devotional tones
of the church bells at the hours
con to the prayer, the
exact performance of the Angelus
will still be maintained by the
earnest Catholic, though the time
nay vary according to ecireum
stances of duty and place.

ecrated

Like so many of the pious prac
tices of our religion, this moment
of personal greeting to our Blessed
Mother eannot but redound to the
security and spiritual well-being of
the soul faithful even in this little
thing. It is an easy assurance of
faith that our Blessed Mother will
guard in loving tenderness the
child who will three times daily, at
morning, noon and night, renew in
words of hallowed significance the

| simple trust of any child to any !
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mother, doubly justified from a
child of earth to the heavenly
Mother. — Catholic Standard and
Times.

THE STATE AND THE
FAMILY

The family is far
completely subject to the State.
Indeed, its right to exist and to
function is superior to that of the
State, at least, in degree. As Pope
Leo XIII. expresses it :

““Inasmuch as the domestic
household is antecedent, as well in
idea as in fact, to the gathering of
men into a community, the family
must necessarily have rights and
duties which are prior to those of
the community, and founded more
immediately in nature.” (Encycli-
*al on the Condition of Labor, par.
15.)

The rights of the family are
superior in degree to those of the
State because the family is more
necessary than the State to human
welfare. And human welfare is
the end to which both the family
and the State are means. There-
fore, human welfare determines
the necessity and scope and limits
of both the family and the State.
[t is conceivable that a family, or a
group of families, could get along
in some fashion without political
organization. No State could
survive for any great length of
time, if men and women were not
organized into families. If we had
to choose between the abolition of
the State and the abolition of the
family, we should accept the latter
alternative, since it would be, in
the long run, less destructive of
human welfare.

““The contention, then, that the
civil government should at itsoption
intrude into and exercise intimate
control over the family and the
household, is a great and pernicious
error.”” (Op. cit., par. 16.) While
Pope Leo XIII. thus condemns the
indefinite intrusion of the State
into family affairs, he does not
exclude a reasonable amount of
governmental intervention in that
province. He declares that the
State may step in either to aid a
family which is in hopeless distress,
or to protect the rights of
membeyrs of the family ¢
encroachment by other members.
' But,” continues the Pope,
‘rulers of the State must go
further : here nature bids t
stop.”
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marriage contract raised
by Christ to the digr
ment. Therefore, a s essential
elements and conditions are proper-
ly under the control, not of the
State, but of the Church. This
refers to marriages between
baptized persons ; for according to
canon law these, and only these,
are subject to the spiritual jurisdie-
tion of the Church. Hence the
State has no right to nullify such
marriages, either by preventive
legislation, or by divorce legisla-
tion. In other words, it has not
the moral authority to institute
impediments which attempt to
render a marriage of baptized
persons invalid, nor to grant an
absolute divorce to such persons.
It exceeds its power when, for
example, it prohibits as invalid a
marriage between two persons of
different race, or between persons
below the age of legal majority,
yet above the age of puberty.
Only the Church has authority to
create diriment or nullifying
impediments to the marriage of
baptized persons, and it has not
taken such action with regard to
marr just specified. Christ
made marriage absolutely indis-
soluble in the new dispensation:
hence the State has no right to
grant divoree.
The only authority
State possesses over the
of baptized persons relates to what
the canonists call the civil effects:
f or example, the ¢ 101 the
marriage and itimacy
of the children.
To the objection that
needs exercise the power
declaring marriages null before
hand -which tend to the injury of
society such, for
unions between those afflicted
certain diseases, the reply is
the Church is quite as much inter
ested in human well-being, both
individual and social, as is the
State. Thi exempmdified by her
legiglation forbidding and making
null the marriages of persons too
closely related, and by othe:
impediments. As long as the
Church has not prohibited as
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invalid marriages of people afflicted
with certain disease and other so-
called “‘unfit” persons, the
presumption is that human welfare
18 on the whole, better promoted
through such marriages than
through their prohibition, That
the Church is not indifferent to the
social and civil aspeets of the
marriage contract is further shown
by the fact that it regards as illicit
all matrimonial unions which are
prohibited by the civil law’ on
account of the legal relationship
artsing from adoption. As a
general rule, the authorities of the
Chureh discourage those matri-
monial unions which are prohibited
by the ecivil law, but they do not
admit that such marriages are
rendered invalid by the mere fact
of civil prohibition.

The State has, indeed, the right
to establish even nullifying impedi-
ments to the marriages of persons
who are unbaptized. Cf, Petrovits,
"“The New Church Law on Matri-
mony,” pp. 4, 5.0 That is to say,
the State has the authority to
recognize, apply, and determine
these diriment impediments which
are contained in the moral law of
nature. However, this power has
no practical value in the great
majority of States today, inasmuch
as none of these is likely to enact
marriage legislation applying to
only one class of its citizens.

The second important relation of
the State to the family concerns
the rearing and education of the
children. Both ecclesiastical and
natural law declare that the
child belongs not to the State
but to the parents. This is
in the interest not only of
the children and the family, but of
the community. The welfare of the
child and the welfare of all the
citizens are much better promoted
through family than through State
care of the children. Therefore,
the parents have the right and the
duty of providing for all the needs
of the children and determining
their training for all the depart-
ments of their adult life. The
State has no right to require that
any group of children be fitted for
any particular avocation, or that
hey attend any particular kind of
school In the words of the
Pastoral Letter of the American
Hierarchy (February, 1920 :

“The parent has both the right
and the duty to educate his chil-
dren ; and he has both, not by any
concession from an earthly power,
but in virtue of a Divine ordinance.
Parenthood, because it means
cooperation with God’s design for
the perpetuation of human kind,
involves responsibility, and there-
fore implies a corresponding right
to prepare for complete living those
whom the parent brings into the
world.”

In the interest of both the child
himself and of the common welfare,
the State may, indeed, require the
parents to give their offspring a
certain reasonable minimum of
education. To quote again the
words of the ‘‘ Pastoral Letter”
‘The State hs right to insist
that its citizens Il be educated.
[t should encourage among the
people such a love of learning that
they will take the initiative and,
without constraint, provide for the
education of their children. S}
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On the same general principle of
individual and social welfare, the
State may provide, far as
necessary, for the support ;
children or other members
family who cannot be st i
cared for by their natural pro-
tectors and providers. In the
absence of adequate care by private
charitable effort, the State may
extend relief of various kinds to
families in distress. A good
example of this intervention is
found in the Mothers’ Pension Laws
enacted by many of our common-
wealths. This and many other
forms of State assistance are in
harmony with the principal, noted
above, laid down by Pope Leo XIII.
On the other hand, such general
proposals as State endowment of
motherhood are absolutely contrary
to correct principles of family and
social welfare. Governmentalinter-
vention in the economic life of the
family should always be exceps:
tional.
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According to Catholic teaching,
the family, not the individual, is
the social unit and the basis of
civil society. This is more than an
empty logical distinction. Since
the State could not long exist and
cannot earry on its work effectively
e fami families are

cells of the social
and political organism. Individ-
uals as such cannot perpetuate the
State. The he State
formally concert itself with
protect the family. It hould
always regard the family rather
than the individual as its principal
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have
and come to regard the individual
as their main concern, they
wrought injury, not only to
family, but to i —John A
Ryan, D. D., in America.
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Error is to the mind what poison |

is to the body.—Cardinal Gibbons.
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