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For, as
sacrament of baptism cleanses
our souls from all stain of original
sin, 8o does penance wipe out all the
sins which, through frailty and per
verseness of heart, we may have
committed. And as without baptism
no one can enter ‘j)"
heaven, so also without true and
sincere penitence of the soul no
sinner can regain the friendship and
grace of God, which alone will obtain
for him the rights he has forfeited by
sin. Now, we all sinners The
few who have never lost their bap
tismal innocence as small in
number as the leaves in winter ; we,
the many who have prevaricated, are
18 numerous as the buds in spring.
We must, therefore, in order to pre
pare the way of God our hearts,
make use of the soleremedyappointed
for that That
true and sincere conver
heart and soul and nrind
from our evil ways. It will
restore to us what we have lost
through our evil deeds. Let us then
try and understand its full meaning
and significance.

The repentance which availeth to
salvation, in the first place, a
purely gratuitous gift of God. It is
a mercy purchased by the precious
blood of Christ Jesus. It is a grace
which can only come from above.
It must, therefore, be earnestly asked
for and anxiously sought after. We
must frequently and with all earnest
ness petition for it. Prayer, long
continued and from the heart, is our
sole means of bringing it to our souls.
We must, as it were, seek to obtain
it by doing violence to the heavenly
throne byour importunity. All times
and seasons are alike useful for this
purpose, but these days of Advent
are especially available for it. The
present is a time of salvation. Let
then a strong, earnest cry of persever-
ing prayer go up from our hearts in
these precious days of grace. Let it
not cease until we feel an outpouring
of the Holy Spirit filling our souls,
and an intense feeling of sorrow well-
ing up in our interior man. This
will manifest itself to us by a thor-
ough change in our whole being. For
this is what true penance, the
penance which winneth salvation,
will do for us. It will take from us
the old spirit of attachment
and place instead of it, a new spirit
I compunction and resolution. It
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will remove from our eyes the veil of
blindness which kept from our vision
the awful our evil state.
It will inspire our hearts with a holy
fear, the beginning of wisdom, of the
terrible judgments of the Most High,
which are ever impending over the
sinners. It will

once, and completely,
from sin and incline us to God. It
will enable us to turn our backs on
the way which leads to perdition, and
place our feet in the straight road
which leads Zionward. Our disposi-
tion, hitherto inclined to evil, will
now give place to inclinations tend-
ing to good. In a word, our whole
hearts will be transformed, as it is
written, " I will put a new spirit into
my people.” This new spirit will
manifest itself in our lives, and
become evident in our works. It will
lirect our desires and rule all our
wetions. It will make of us new men
created in the justice and holiness of
truth. st will become a source
of aversion and we will
resolve to make amends by our future
its
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In a word, we will
the ranks of Satan and
pTices under the
standard of Jesus and grace. This is
what real will effect
us. Any other penitence than

will not profit us to eternal life.

the baptism of penance
by John, the fitting and
only preparation for the coming of
the kingdom of heaven into our
hearts. It is emphatically our press-
ing and serious duty at this holy
time to endeavor to perform it. Let
us resolve earnestly todo it. Let the
voice, crying in the wilderness, find
an answering echo in our souls.
“ To-day if you shall hear His voice
harden not your hearts.”
not like to the prevaricators of old,
who listened not to God’s voice, lest
for us, as for them, the time of God’s
exasperation may come suddenly ;
and upon us, as upon them, may fall
the dread punishment, ever visited
by God on those who hearken not to
His call in the day of His grace, a
hardened heart an unpenitent
gpirit, sure forerunners of the judg
without which

shortcomings.
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When the afflictions of this life
overcome us, let
selvés to bear them patiently by the

hope of heaven.— St. Alphonsus.
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“You are a man of strong will
whisky,
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control
and stop when you please.

‘and can yourself

‘1 know 1 can,” says the whisky
drinker, and drinks again, and the
mud of the swamp little
higher upon him Heart

rises a
Sacred
Review.

DANGERS OF LIQUOR TRAFFIC

“"Consider that a large percentage
of the people, especially in the ranks
of youth, are too weak of themselves
to resist successfully the allurements
of the saloon, and really need the
protection afforded by prohibitory
enactment. Consider, moreover, the
financial from the
traflicinstrong drink, which is simply
enormous. And what
the appalling
which may be
directly, to
wrecked homes,

waste resulting
is much worse
catalogue of crimes
traced, directly or in
the drink evil; the
the ruined families,
the withered and blasted careers, the
havoce of all that is best and sweetest
in human life the
monster of To
drunkenness,” says the Archbishops
and Bishops of Ireland in a joint
pastoral address to their people
some years ago, To drunkenness we
may refer, as to its baneful cause,
almost all of the erime by which the
country is disgraced, and much of
the poverty from which it suffers.
Drunkenness has wrecked more
homes, once happy, than ever fell
heneath the crowbar in the worst
days of eviction ; it has filled more
graves and made more widows and
orphans than did the famine ; it has
broken more hearts, blighted more
hopes, and rent asunder family ties
more ruthlessly than the enforced
exile to which their misery has con
demned emigrants. Against evil so
widespread and pernicious we
implore all who have at heart the
honor of God and the salvation of
souls to be filled with holy zeal.'
True Voice.
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Such is the

in the Lamp
title of an essay writ
ten by Bishop Mott Williams, of
Marquette, for a recent number of
the Living Church. Its purpose is
evidently to advise Anglic with
troubled consciences not to leave
their hiom the Episcopal Church
in exchange for the doubtful advan
tages that they mdy think to gain in
8 ']ki]‘
experiences of three people in whom
he is interested. They are Robert
Hugh Benson, Edmund Ffoulkes and
Dr. Miel.
The first
to Rome who stays there

ans

" Rome.’ writer discusses the

the
the
there,
the

rex

represents convert
second
the convert who but
eventually returns, third is
the Catholic priest ounces
his priesthood, but who ultimately
drifts into Anglicanism. The com
parison made between the wander-
ings of these three men is very fair,
and the conclusion reached by
Bishop Williams is as inte:
will doubt be
readers of the Living Church,
pointed out very clearly that every
thing depends upon the goal that we
are in search of * Respice finem.”

Bishop Williams naturally ranges
himself on the Ffoulkes and
Miel, although he is very kind in his
reference to Benson, He admits that
with the former, he is
desirous of finding a
comfortable ™ Home,"” where
follow own line of
thinking without restriction and yet
at the same time share in the advan
vell-equipped organiz
In distinction to this he pl:
the mental attitude of Benson, who
is only seeking for the True Church,
quite consequences.
This does not that the
are to be convicted of dishonesty,
but that they are quite of the opin
ion that there is no such thing as a
true Church, strictly speaking. This
may appear to be a rather startling
admission to appear in the pages of
a High Church paper. That it is a
fair statement of the will be
seen as we proceed.
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CASE OF BENSON
Bishop Williams has read Hugh
Benson's © Confession of a Convert.”
He sums up its contents very fairly.
He ignores the old explanation about
the "' glamour of Rome " and admits
that Benson had exactly calculated
the price of his submission. That
he was well aware that he would
have difficulties ; but being convinced
that the True Church must exist, he
could find Church that
wswered to its description.
Rome must be that Church, so
all the did not matter.
I'were, on the whole, inevitable. But
| he must go to the True Church.”
Benson was surely following the
Divine precept. " Seek ye, therefore,
first, the Kingdom of God.”

only one

rest Abuses

| and deliberately confesses * 1

| been known
mitre, and who has always assoc

I'HE CASBE OF DR. MIEI

Dr. Miel is described very carefully
as o man who had practically lost his
faith, Those who read his
""A Soul's Pilgrimage will
able to discover clearly
this happened, It seems that sowme
sted to him that the author
that he had quoted in
pamphlets in defence
were
This seems to have completely dis
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to remarked at
that Dr. Miel must have made a very
superficial investigation of the
matter which so greatly changed his
life. He seems to have accepted all
the long-since

of this
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exploded fables about
forged decretals. After leaving
the Roman Churchhe became “closely
allied to unorthodox After
a long period had passed he came in
contact with Anglicanism in Califor
nia, where he was teaching. * He
allowed himself, Bishop
Williams, * to listen to Bishop Kip,
and resumed of
priesthood, our
Church

the

friends.

50 hl»\h
the
this
His

umpressions  of
there

exercise his

time in own
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Anglicanism, If

diary records
18 a true Church on earth, it is
probably the Church of England

Our readers will not fail to
pare this faltering profession of
opinion with the enthusiasm of Ben
son. It is

com

hard to call his accession
to the Episcopal Church a conver
sion. Dr. Miel simply found a com
fortable corner for himselfand family.
He eventually settled in Philadelphia,
where he died as rector of the French
Protestant Church of Saint Sauveur.
His congregation consisted of those
who wished to brush up their French
by listening to his sermons. The
High Church clergy of Philadelphia
felt that they had to apologize for his
presence. Certainly they
regarded his experiences as in any
way an argument for the Catholicity
of Anglicanism.

never

THE CASE OF FFOULKES

This is a rather similar case. It is
remarkable how far afield Bishop
Williams has to go for illustrations.
Both- Ffoulkes and Miel belong to a
distant past. Neither of them
contributed anything of importance
to either Catholicism or Anglicanism.
Ffoulkes's notoriety is mainly the
result of his writing a book, ** Reasons
for Returning to the Church of Eng-
land.”
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with many After mature
consideration he discovered that he
had accepted the * Infallibility of the
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the truth of Christianity
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once more
he leaves us under
no misapprehensions as to the terms
of his affiliation. He hasnotreturned
to the {rue Church, for there
true Church., Here are his
quoted by Bishop Williams :

T is well as childish
to shut one's eyes, and to pretend
that in this or that existing
munify the teaching of the
Master finds its faultless
bodiment.
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We said
identifies himself with the senti
of Miel and Ffoulkes. He
does this implicitly by writing the
article and giving it its title.
he also expressly asserts the same
convictions as they do.

ASE OF BISHOP WILI

Williams
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that Bishop

ments

never believed in the infallibility of
the Church myself.”

There was a time
expression of belief
found publicity in a High Church
journal. Surely the doctrine of the
infallibility of the Church was the
very foundation principle of the
teaching of the Oxford Fathers and
before them of the historical High
Church Party. Imagine the fury of
Dr. Pusey, did his eyes alight upon
such a betrayal of truth !
And this from a who has
to cope and
ated
himself with " Catholic views.” Let
us wait a minute before we condemn
him.
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True, ordinary High Church
man would confess this with his lips,
but is it not the inevitable result of
the Branch Theory? What is the
use of complaining about false doc
trine, when the existence of at least
threeconflicting "Apostolic” Churches
proclaims that at least two of them
must in way be wrong
Bishop Williams has found an ingeni-
ous way of ridding his mind of this
difficulty. He is not going to bother
about the confusion that exists
amongst Anglicans in matters of
faith, for it is the necessary result of
the fallible. He will
hold on to the Episcopate in which
Lord

single source of its

no

some
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our made promises of perma
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By indefectibility we think that he
ans that attribute of the Church
that ensures its permanent identity
to the end of time.
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do suffer change then the identity is
destroyed. One of the qualities of
the Church is the power preach
the word of God. Surely so,
this is the express commission
received from the Lord. Yet, if we
admit this to be true we will eventu-
ally come back to infallibility. For
unless the Church preaches the word
of God infallibly, she will either con-
tradict herself in the course of time
or introduce false doctrines.
When she does this she destroys her
identity, for one of her essential
qualities has been lost. In a word,
she is no longer preaching the word
of God.
and indefectibility are
connected. Where is the escape
from this dilemma? Bishop Williams
attempts to provide such an escape,
and in doing so he is only following
High Church practice. He limits the
essential qualities of the Church to
the sole p of the KEpisco
pate. If this argument were carried
to its logical conclusion it would be
possible to have a Church presided
over by Bishops tactually descended
from the Apostles, and yet preaching
Mohamedanism instead of Chris-
tianity, The power to define truth,
| and to define it infallibly, must
come in somewhere to
J‘ possible situation.
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