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TrH1Z CATHOL

LIVE IN GRATEFUL MEMORY.

SAINTS THAT HAVE INSUIRED LITERA-
TURE AND ART—THEMES OF MASTER
WORKS TOLD IN GRACEFUL STYLE,S

In the good old time, if one may be-
lieve its chronicles, it was irreligion
that required excuse. Nowadays it is
piety that assumes a half apologetic air
to the world. Yet even a merely
esthetic standard ought to reverse these
attitudes. For in works of art and in
gracefal enstoms alone, to say nothing
of things more golemn, the religions
ages and the religious countries so far
surpass the irreligious as to make com-
parison ridiculous.

In the countries not professedly re-
ligious, for instance the Kaster morn-
ing salutation concerns a hat or a trock
—or perhaps the price of eggs. It is
where the old beliefs still live that the
people solemnly and joyously tell one
another that * Christ is risen,’”” and
answer ‘ He is risen indeed " And
between the inspiration and the charm
of the latter greeting and the former
there is no greater gulf fixed than be-
tween the work of those artists whose
genius was stimulated by religious
thought and that of those who are
forced to depend on loss exalted spurs
of their imagination, writes James Law-
yence Smith, in Munsey's.

PURITANS' CHECK UION ART.

When Puritanism  exorcised the
angels along with the devils, and bade
the Roman Catholic saints follow the
pagan gods and goddesses into outer
darkness it struck a blow at art in
its zeal for unmixed religion. It took |
from the artist the subjects which re-
quired the highest exercise of his ima
gination as well as of his skill, and lelt
him those which compare about as fav
orably with banished saints as the
Baster * Hallo, how are you this morn-
ing 2"’ ol the average household com-
pares with the ** Christ is risen " of
the Italian peasants.

About the saints there were legends
to inspire painters, just as there was
inspiration for the Greek sculptors in
the divinities of the old religion which i
Christianity superseded. St. .\lichm'll

\

is not a less gloriously pieturesque
figure than Apollo. St. Giabriel, the
archangel from heaven, is a more
solemnly beautiful one than Mercury,
the messenger from Olympus. St.
Agnes with her lamb is more appealing
even than that daughter of the gods
who, gathering daffodils, was snatched
to a dark magnificence — Proseroina,
child of Ceres.

ARCHANGELS GABRIEL

In the purely Christian aspect of the
subject, St. Michael and St. Gabriel
are of almost equal importance. St.
Gabriel's great mission was the an-
pouncement to the Virgin Mary that
she was to become the mother of Jesus,
He is the great herald of heaven, and
this was the sublimest of his messages :

 Hail Mary, full of grace! Blessed
art Thou among women !"’

It was a favorite theme among the
great painters, the portrayal of the
moment when the angelic visitor an- |
nounces to the pure maiden her won-
drous future. In the earlier pictures
he is represented as amajestie creature,
bearing a sceptre in bis left hand while
the right is extended in benediction
toward the drooping, submissive figure
of the Virgin. s

It Gabriel, the archangel to whom
was given the great glory of foreteliing
the birth of the Saviour of mankind, is
in a senso the patron saint of Christen-
dom, St. Michael is the patron of the
whole race. He is the conqueror of
man's arch-enemy. His was the task
of casting from heaven the rebellious
Lucifer. He is the leader of the vie
torions armies of God.

In the pictures of St. Michael, the
dragon over whom he trinmphs is not
the plain and simple beast of St. George
or of Siegfried. [t isdesigned torepre-
sent Sin rather than either Lucifer the
Lright fallen one, or any chimerical
terror. Consequently the head is
gzenerally not a dragon’s, but a fiend's,
with bestially human features.

ST. AGNES AND ST, CECILIA.

The legend of St. Agnes is one of the
loveliest of all the stories of thesaints.
She was a Roman maiden, a Christian
from her childhood. The son of the
prefect of Rome, seeing her, became
enamored of her beauty, and sought to
woo her with gifts. She declined him,
saying that she was already betrothed
to One greater and fairer than any
earthly lover. When the son of the
prefect learned this, he became full of
jealousy and rage. The magistrate
himself, learning that her words de-
aoted her Christianity, sought to break
her resolution by enforcing the edicts
then in force against the new religion.
S0 she was given over to dishonor and
torture. But when she was dragged to
places of infamy, she was covered
miraculously with celestial garments,
50 that her torturers were awed and
dared not touch her.

MIRACULOUS INTERVENTION.

When the son of the prefect thought
that she was subdued to his desires, he
entered the torture room, but fell down
blind ; and only the prayers of Agnes
restored him. Then the prefect would
have saved her, but by this time the
people proclaimed her a sorceress as well
as a Christian, and demanded that she
be burned at the stake. Heaven inter-
vening in her behalf against the
flames, she was beheaded. After her
death she reappeared to her parents and
friends, radiant and whole, a white
lamb by her side.

St. Cecilia is the Christian muse of
musie. She, too, was a virgin martyr,
though she had gone through the form
of marriage with Valerian, a noble
young Roman. Hewas converted to her
faith—for she was secretly a Christian.
Skilled in music she devoted her gift to

praising the true God. While she sat
before the organ—which she is credited
with having invented—to signify the
pleasure of heaven in her faith and
her husband’s conversion, an angel
descended and encircled their brows
with roses.
Valerian, becoming aware of the mir-
acle, was also won to the true faith.

AND MICHAEL.

But the prefect then governing Rome,

Almachius, heard of their forbidden
worship and ordered them to desist.

Valerian and Tiburtius, refusing, were

Tiburtius, the brother of

their jailer, were put to death, while

Cecilia, subjected to torture by being |1
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elicit an intelligent and generous in-
terest in the Church of Chrisy, His
Kingdom upon earth,

One, flnally, with one another, by a
union based upon tha divine law of love,
a true spiritual union, with every
motive and means to make it close, ac-
tive and constant, I'hat they may be
one, Father, as Thoa and I art one.”
The Apostleship of Prayer helps us
to be holy, by enabling us all, from the
most careless to the most devout, to
take up the essential duty of every
soul, viz., prayer, and perform it in
such a way as to make its influence felt
in all we do, sanetilying even our most |
trivial daily actions, enlivening our
taith, purifying our intentions, strengthi-
ening our confidence, increasing our
merits, and filling us with a most grate-
ful love for the God Who hears our
prayers, and for the millions of souls
who recommend our petitions.

The Apostleship helps to make us
truly Catholic at heart. World-wide
in its extent, and embracing all in its
membership, priest and layman, religi-
ous and worlding, its motives appeal to
every Catholic, its practices are suit-
able for all, and the spirit in which
they are taken up is truly Catholie,
since they are pertormed for the bene-
fit of all, and made to influence the en-
tire range of our lives us Catholies,
and to keep us familiar with Catholic
interests in every part of the world.
Finally, the Apostleship of Prayer
helps to make us Apostolic. By bring-
ing out whatever spark of religious life
may be in us, it gradually develops our
zeai, and enlists one energy after an-
other to work for God's glory, to study
and appreciate His excellence in His
creation, particularly in His image, the
human soul, and to strive to preserve
and increase that resemblance in our-
selves and others, by conforming it with
that of His Divine Son. This again is
done in a manner truly Apostolic, by de-
riving the force and efficacy of our work
and prayer through the ministers of God,
acting under their pastors, who in surn
promote this work at the instance of
him who exercises the authority leit to
the Church by Christ in the person of
of the head of the Apostles, Peter.
—Church Progress.

COMMENCEMENT DAYS.
Union and Times.

The closing school exercises witnessed
in this city and surrounding region dur-
ing the past and present week, give un-
deniable evidence of the high standard
which our Catholic educational insti-
tutions maintain ; and the gratifying
results achieved in their various de-
partments of studies must be a source
of pride to our Catholic parents and
pupils, as well as to their devoted
teachers.

The boon of a thorough Christian
education is assuredly the best fortune
that a father's or mother's love can
bequeath to a child, and the son or
daughter who fails to appreciate this
fact, and who does not resolve to glad-
den the parental heart in return by a
determination to achieve success, would
show a sad lack of gratitude that
should portend an unhappy future.

Those commencement days bring to
many a close of scholastic struggle and
laurel-crown with reward the success
achieved. And we both hope and be-
lieve that the educational seed sown in
the minds or hearts of our young men
especially has not fallen upon stony,
sterile ground, but has taken root in
fertile soil, and will soon flower forth
into abundant golden fruitage.

Our readers who were once young
and college pupils, will readily realize
the feverish expectancy with which the
denizens of study hall and class room
have looked forward to these vacation
days. Their music, gladness and re-
wards have for moons filled their daily
fancies and nightly dreams. Anud lo,
here they are ! Yes, after the drear
night, morning dawns in the blushing

| how generous of

Far be it from us to think that a fate
so dismal should be in store for the
young men who go into the world these
commer cement days from our Catholic
institutions. They are too noble and
manly for that. We know they would
rather die now in the dewy morning of
their careers than to thus so sadly
quench the happiness of their sunny
homes. We believe, on the contrary,
that their lives will be star-crowned
with manifold success, for the seeds of
virtue have bloomed within their
hearts, and they go forth amid the
vigor and enthusiasm ot youth.

And, oh, how indescribably fascinat-
ing is not the idea of youth'! How
brilliant of eye, how bright of hope,
heart, how elastic of
step, how impetuous its passion, how
bloomful its cheek, how tender its love.
Ah, is it any marvel that those whose
‘ eyes are filmed, whoses beard is gray,
who are bowed with the weight of
years,” should §sigh for the days of |
their vanished youth and seek to cluteh |
it again, even in dreams ! This is the
heart reason why there lingers in the
folklore of every people a fabled land |
of youth. Especially did this belief |
haunt of Celtic imagination and find |
expression in the fadeless region of |
Tir-nan-og.

PREACH THE CATECHISM.

The wisdom of the reigning Pontifl is
strongly attested by his admonition to |
¢ preach the catechism.” Peculiarly
appropriate is the advice to conditions
in our own country. For there is no
disguising the fact that the American |
Catholie laity is in great need of such |
sermons. They may not admit it, bat |
it is a fact nevertheless. |
Members of the Church, and their |
number is great, assume that the lessons l
of the catechism, the fundamentals of
faith, are as fresh in their memories to- l
|

day as they were many years ago. 3at
they deceive themselves, for such is not
the case. Nor shculd they expect them
to be, when they have done so little to
keep them alive. They have permitted |
their minds to become daily vietims of
baser thoughts, and in consequence
much of the catechism has become oblit-
erated.
of its accurate knowledge or intelligent
explanation. Hence there exists an
urgent necessity of having it preached
to them that they may again become
informed.
By some may say this is assertionand
may ask for the proof. The fact of the
matter is the proof is altogether too ap-
parent. Watch them, for instance,
make use of that most common mark
which distinguishes them from the un-
believer, the sign of the cross, Is it
not a fact that scarcely one in a thou-
sand make it properly ? In making it,

the inearnation and death of our Saviour;
and how often it is made without pro-
nouncing the words which should ac-
company it ?

How many of them could tell you
that the faithful first received the
name of Christians in the city of An-
tioeh ?

the altar rail with positive irreverence ?
Are there not many ignorant of the
principal parts of the Mass; who are
unable to enumerate the Sacraments,
or the Commandment of God or of His
Church ? Are there
think the Immaculate Conception refers
to the birth of our Lord and not to the
Blessed Virgin? Are there not some
who eonfuse infallibility with impecca-
bility ?

Candor prompts an aflirmative ans:
wer in all these cases. Yet there was a
time when these persons were thor

Worldly ambitions, however, want ol
attendance and attention at Mass when
instructions are given and failure
to read Catholic books and Catho-

cast into prison, and, having converted
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of paintings, nor are deaf
judges of music.—Catholic

A COMPULSORY VISIT TO A CATH-

0LIC CHURCH

By It L. C. P, Fox O. M. 1
for June.

In the neighborhood of Ardfinan there
was 4 wealthy and family
that had preserved the faith through all |
the days of persecution and trial. But
a maiden lady who presided over her
brother's house took it into her head to
apostatize, and as often happens in
similar cases became the fiercest ol
bigots. She purchased a small basket
carriage and a donkey from a Catholie
lady who hitherto used it when coming
to Mass ; and on the first day that Miss
B— drove into Ardifinan, the gates of
the chapel yard being open, tor the
sexton was mowing the grass therein
—the donkey naturally wished to go in
to the chapel-yard as of old. It wasthe

,in Donahue's

respected
i

to visit, and she did her best to prevent
the donkey from succeeding, the result
being that while the lady was trying to
pull back, the poor beast was determined
to proceed ; but as soon as he was on

| the chapel side of the gates he quietly

laid down, thus leaving the lady and
her little carriage on the outside. The
sexton, seeing her dilemma, eame to
the rescue, and knowing well who she

wnd quietly said,
seems to know the
[fouse of God better than you do,
ma’am.’”” Miss B was determined nct
run the risk of a similar contretemps so
she sold her carriage and the donkey as
soon as possible,

poor brute

A PRETTY CUSTOM.

The beautiful Swiss town of Lucerne
gave me my first experience of Catho-
lieism out of England. T was on my
to Rome, and arrived at Lucerne in
the early morning, when everything
was shrouded in mist. By noon, how-
ever, the clouds had lifted, and the
sun shone brilliantly in a pure October
sky. Then I had my first sight of the
Alps. Pilatus, somewhat terrible to
me from the grim legend associated

huge mass as the mist evaporated,
drawn upwards by the warm sunshine,
while on the other side of the blue
lake the tall crest of the Rigi pierced
the sky. The graceful twin spires of
the ‘* Hofhirche ' attracted me first,
and, as soon as I had breakfasted, I
hastened thither. As I passed through
the streets, | was greatly pleased by a
charming custom of the bright faced
| children who, whenever they meet a
priest, go up to him with a pleasant
| smile, and, first kissing their own hand,
| take his, with a cheery *' God greet
you."” Every street corner has its
little shrine, and the sweet image of
the Madonna is everywhere to be seen.
—Rev. H. G. Hughes in Donahoe's for
June,

| ST. ALCYSIUS.

| FEAST JUNE 21,

“Aloysius was an unknown martyr,

For he who loves Thee, my God,
knows Thee to be so great and so in-

finitely worthy of love, that it is a
great martyrdom to him not to love
Thee as he aspires and desires, and to
| see Thee, not only not known and not
loved by creatures, but even offended
by them.”

“Oh, how great is the glory of Al-
| oysius!’’ eried St .Mary Magdalene ol
Pazzi. “Would that I could show his
glory to all, that God might be glori-
| fied, Oh! how he loved upon earth!
| Wherefore, now, in heaven he enjoys
| God in the fullness of love."

Much of the good we do loses its
heavenly merit because we do it, not for
God’s sake, but for our own advance-

solicitious to preserve the seeds ol
Catholicity. “‘Places,”” writes

Brent, “‘in which no priest had
for years have weekly services under
the direction of somwe layman. This
happens in a Church where the preroga-
the priesthood are very care-

Bishop |
been

tives of
fully guardes. Thepractice speaks |
volumes in praise of those who planted |
the faith in the hearts of the people. |
The world hears little of these faithful |
bands. One Aglipay at the head of a l
coterie of noisy schismatics makes more
disturbance than a thousand loyal Fil-
ipinos g i
the fires of Catholie devotion. Catoho-
lic Teansipt. i

|
|
l
|
finds the floels without shepherds, but :
{
|
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|

DYSPEPSIA CURED.
A SEVERE SUFFERER TELLS HOW HI
OVERCAME THE TROUBLE,

“Not only do I not hesitate to de-

elare the benefit I have received from
Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills, but 1 feel it |
my duty to do so.'" These are the |
words which Mr. Edward Lavoie, of
St. Jerome, Que., lately addressed to '
the Editor of L'Avenir du Nord, when
relating the story of his cure. Mr.
Lavoie is well known in St. Jerome, |
and what he says carries weight among
those who know him. For a consider-
able time he was a great sufferer from
dyspepsia, which caused severe head-
aches, pains in the stomach and some-
times nausea. Sometimes he felt as
though he would suffocate, he would be-
coma dizzy, and experienced ringing |
noises in the ears. Ilis appetite be-
came poor, and his general health 50 |
bad that he found it almost impossible
to work, and when the headaches at-
tacked him he had to quit work. Kor
six months, he suffered both physieally
and mentally more than can be im-
agined. During this time he took med-
icine from several doctors, but found
no help. Then one day he read of the
cure of a similar case through the use
of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills, and de-
cided to try them. He used the pills
for a couple of , and thoy have
made him feel like a new person. He
is no longer troubled with any of the
old symptoms, and says he can now go
about his work as though he never had
dyspepsia.
The digestive organs — like all the
other organs of the body — get their
strength and nourishment from the
blood. Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills actu-
ally make new blood. This new blood
strengthens the stomach, stimulates the
liver, regulates the bowels and sets the
whole digestive system in a healthy,
vigorous state. (:ood blood is the true
secret of good health. This is why Dr.
Williams' Pink Pills always bring good
health to those who use them. You can
get these pills from your medicine
dealer or by mail at 50 cents a box or
six boxes for $2.50 by writing The Dr.
Williams’ Medicine Co., Brockville,
Ont.

Bickle's Anti-Consumptive Syrup stands at
the head of the list for all diseases

of the throat and lungs. It acts like
magio in breaking up A& cold, A cough
is soon subdued, tightness of the chost

1a relieved, even the worsi case of consuimpti
ie relieved, while in recent cates 1t mAay
aaid never to fail, It isa medicine parcd
from the active principles or virtues of st voral
medicinal herbs, and can bo depended upon
for all pulmonary complalnts,

A WORD IN MOTHER'S EAR: WHEN
NURSING AN INFANT, AND IN THE
MONTHS THAT COME BEFORE THAT
TIME,

SCOTT'S EMULSION

SUPPLIES THE EXTRA STRENGTH AND
NOURISHMENT SO NECESSARY FOR
THE HEALTH OF BOTH MOTHER AND
CHILD.

Send for free sampla,
SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists,

Toronto,
soc. and $1.00; all druggists.

Ontario.
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ITRANSACTING BUSING

It is Im le 1o go through life without
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"I'm: CATHOLIC RECORD,

LONDON, CANADA.

ife of Qur 'ﬁkord

WRITTEN FOR LITTLE ONES.

By MoTHER MARY SALOME,
of Bar Convent, York.

With frontispiece. Price $1.25 post free

CATHOLIC RECORD OFFICK
LoNpON, ONT.

NANUAL OF PRAYERS

For Congregational
With a supplement
centainirg all neces-
sary Private Devo-
tionsgs &+ s & 6 @

Leather Binding, postpaid, 50c¢i

Use:

CATHOLIC RECORD" OFFICE,
LonpoN, ONTARIO

Text Books of
Religion..
For Parochial and
Sunday Schools

By Rev. P. C. YORKE.

Firgt Grade (32 pages).. 15 ecenta
Second Grade (61 pages) L
Third Grade (128 pages)...iue L
Fourth Grade (304 pages) ...... 55 ¢
POST PATD
CATHOLIC RECORD OFFICE,

Loxpon, ONt.




