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Adde. as*even at the tithe¢ of the last London wool
sles the tone was still fextremely firm. In Great

Britain there is still quité @ scardity Of the coarser-

fibred wools. as indeed thegelis of the fine merinos also.

I'his, of course, affects thé price ot many ot the stapie

goods turned out In the i Hradford district, and ex
ported to Canada and elsewherd.
! In the United States woolen manutacturing
!
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;

centres, however, an easiér fone has developed 1n the

i 1

market according to fater réports, though this has been
far from taking the form af any decline 1n prices.

“s
Mantfacturers have simply i“waited a while” to sec

promised to mlove. This i1s in line some

" f‘.v:\\ {
what*with the behaviour bfi consumers who also ar¢
keepifig outside as long as, they can conveniently.

Montreal and Toronto whaolesale dealers are fairly
well employed in these cldsges, of goods, but there 1s
no special feature presentéd,by the trade. Fall busi
ness has begun to engagel their attention, but it has
not reached a brisk stage @s|yet. The prospects they
believe,however, are (‘\\‘('”(‘lll.

The Washington Gogegtnment report on cotton
was issued last week, and wag not as good as had
been expected. The condlition of the plant was put
down at 84.6, instead of at jedst {86 or 88 as was looked
for. There is an increase ih the/acreage, however, and
this is likely to offset Suchi a|decline in condition or. in
yield per acre. Low price$ are by no means expected,
however, the general pgosperity of the Southern
States being against any tgnglency to accept anything
but the best value. The festricted consumption also
of the last two years has fo be evened up. The Can-
adian mills, like others, age far from being loaded up
with stocks of raw material, and the question of prob-
able prices for next crop, is{asg interesting one.

The feature in gengral dfy goods business, which
has struck the Canadian ‘\'hi,h's:ﬂcr miost forcibly is
the more than usually heéavly demand for house-furnish-
ings, such as carpets, curtaing, etc. These articles are
mainly luxuries, only indulgdd in as a rule, when the
domestic purse is fairly pléthoric, so that the demand
this year, especially when;ag i§ the case now, it has
been manifested for goods &f a finer quality thas usual,
is an admirable indicatiorf gf the reigning national
prosperity
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: OUR AGENTS ! ABROAD.
] i
\ Toronto gentleman who has spent some weeks

the Midlands, called uppn} the “Monetary Times”

he other day to express hi§ dppreciation of the exce

rk being.done for (1 ;1|1:1(‘1:1 in England by the
D nion agent at Birmingham| Mr. P. B. Ball. He
1 AT, ) ! r

)all as an klll!ixx\i:«%‘ “a perfect whale
ne who goes r‘i%nuv1~] with a lantern con
slides, and] lpctiires upon the attrac
We quité agree with this gentle

1s a valudhle officer, for in addition
ualifications/{ e | possesses that very
ustasm whichiik sb rare in combination
sense. i |

II’'s common $éns¢e does not permit hin
nd Canatlians to the exclusion of
knowledging | faults in the latter

made the f

t the' Canhflian agent in Australia

SAme criticisn Ot Oour

has l are somi¢times disdainful of pos
\f‘r?l‘ 11 rent .,y'

. 8
Instruct

anf certainly neg
"n{ ghi]ny'x:(? uf :uu‘l\ \\

have a re -atigh [from a Canadian in

MONETARY TIMES

“We are making an impression

[.ondon, which says
untoward happens, and nobody

here; and if nothing
on our behalf makes the sort ol ‘break’ which some-
11 calculations, we shall continue to get

times upse

L
f British }»(-r}vlt' as residents, and not Hl\!)

shoals of

that. but increase our exports to this country in a

S a

) 11

marked way. That man DBall, at Birmingham, 1s a

oood sort. and is doing excellent service for ( anada.
g sort, g

The Glasgow man, too, is working hard.

[t is nearly a twelve-month since the editor of
this journal met Mr. Ball, in Birmingham, in Man

He then (’\‘)I“(\\l‘«] a wish
that he could get hold of some of the Canadian ex-
porters, whose merchandise he had heard of, in order
that he might impress upon them the importante of
altering their precenceived notions, and making and
shipping goods exactly as ordered. The Government
did well to send for Mr. Larke, our Australian agent,
last year. His conferences with manufacturers and
boards of trade in Canada were of service, and he
learned a lot about the progress of Canada. Similarly,
a visit to the Dominion by Mr. Ball and by others
of our representatives abroad this year might do
much good. Things move so rapidly now-a-days that
agents abroad get out of touch with their native land
in a few years. There is a larger Canada now than in
1896 or in 19o0; not only is there more fopulation,
but there is more enterprise, a great gariety of in-

['he tiu\&:lmrm would

probably find it pay the country to recall for a while,

dustry, a greater production.

for purposes of observation and report, certain of their
European agents.
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EUROPEAN REINSURANCE COMPANIES ON
THE SAN FRANCISCO DISASTER.

A 1 1 .
We gave last week the conclusions of the con-
terence held in Brooklyn, N.Y., as to the liability of
companies for loss by the San Francisco earthquake

and conflagration And although it is not stated that

t . VOre 111Nanimot snins e 1
\]It_\ WEre unanimous conciusions, a general course
to be pursued in the payment of policies was carried
1 1 1 1
\ clear line was at least drawn as to what losses
should not be paid; in certain cases compromise must
I I
ha ragneted and 1
be resorted to, and i1n other specified cases claims
14 1} d b )
—— — e Batonesn o
would be pai« |’t ! opcan companies wi LV
re-1msurance treaties with the underwritine co
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