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expedition could 'be riamed, this ‘is enough: to;cover it with renown.
Henceforward all'attempts to'reach 'thé Polé will' be byfollowing
in the ‘track of the Poluris, and allfurther imveéstigatiotis into
the geography of the circum-polar regions: Wwill1be’ proseciited
through! Kennedy ‘Channel. © The' 8pitabérgen route, on ‘which
so manmy fruitleés efforts have ‘been wasted; will 'now} in 'all
probability; be’abandoned.: When' a ‘vessel so Poorly! fitted for
the conflict cwith: iéesfloes «ad thé Polaris; athieved' so much, a
properly’ equipped dx‘pedttmn, ina fnvorabla beaaon il almost
certain pf success:’

Anothier véry important résult of this e:;;:editxon is the certninty
it has''furnished ' that w strong 'southerly rcurrént is' constantly
flowing' through -this- polar-gateway; Keeping: the -ite in motion
and sweeping ‘it ‘south, so that navigatién cammot ‘be arrested for
any great length of times - Tn this fact lies & sotirce of ‘safety for
all future Axretio expeditions by the same route. 'Lt us suppdse
that two'stout whaling stenmears' were' despatched it this direetion,
and manned' by ‘crews from the navy and ‘commardded by naval
officers, and ‘that one of them were stationéd at the entrance of
Smith’s Sound, while the'other présséd on*towards the Pole, there
would 'be W0’ great difficulty - i’ maintaining - commumications
between two vesséls thus: placéd, and bétween the ‘most southern
of them ahdthe whalers frequenting’ the “ North Water,” so ‘that
there would be no possibility of serious danger to'the mere
advanced' party,! in'ithe ' improbable evefit ‘of theit- vessel béing
lost. ' Qaptain | Hdll ‘found- that the “floes meét with up SBmith’s
Sound were ‘ot of 'a ‘heavy deseription, and séldom exceeded five
feet' in thickneéds, so-that it may be wafely inferred: they: were ‘the
growth- of one winter. ' The same was found to be'the case in
their wintersquarters; in 812:88" " All ‘the ice seen here appeared
to have ‘been formed “in ome 'winter.. If, tHén, the mest morthern
of these vessels should reach 84°or 85%N., from' such a position
parties colild edkily survey the whole torthern’coasts of Greenland
and Grinnel Land, and also'réach theé Pole; while in case of any
disaster, a'safe retreat would always be kept open. 'The fact that
the Polaris drifted fromy a'high ' northern latitudeinto: Baffin's
Bay, is'a proof of w uoﬁ&uly cminﬁ, bhd of a nampble uhannd]
as.an ‘ordinary falé. {1l coinion

In-addition’ to- all this, the Pohm upedition has dispersed
many unformded' assumptions regdrding the increasing difficulties



