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Feathertop;: a Moralized Legend.
(Continued).

whom a parent ought
a simple young girl,
watchfulness for the result. The
worthy magistrate, who had been
conversant with all degrees and qual-
ities of mankind, could not but per-
ceive every motion and gesture of
the distinguished Feathertop came
in its proper place; nothing had
been left rude or native in him ; g
well-digested conventionalism had
incorporated itself thoroughly with
his substance, and transformed him
into a work of art. Perhaps it was

not to confide
without due

this peculiarity that invested him
with a species of ghastliness and
awe. 1t is the eflect of any thing

completely and consummately artificial
in human shape, that, the person im-
presses us as an unreality, and as hav-

"ing hardly pith enough to cast a

Q[wrshadow upon the floor.

As regarded
Feathertop, all this resulted in a
wild, extravagant and fantastical im-
pression, as if his life and being were
akin to the smoke that curled up-
ward from his pipe.

But pretty Polly Gookin felt not
thus. 'The pair were now promenad-

ing the room ; Ieathertop with his
dainty stride and no less dainty
grimace ; the girl with a native
maidenly grace, just touched, not

spoiled, by a slightly affected man-
ner, which seemed caught from the
perfect artifice of her commpanion. The
longer the interview continued, the
more charmed was pretty Polly, un-
til, within the first quarter of an
hour (as the old magistrate noted
by his watch), she was evidently be-
ginning to be in love. Nor need it
have been witchcraft that subdued
her in such a hurry ; the poor child’s
heart, it may be, was so very fer-
vent that it melted her with its own
warmth, as reflected from the hollow
semblance of a lover. No matter
what I'eathertop said, his words
found depth and reverberation in her
car ; no matter what he did, his
action was heroic to her eye. And
by this time it is to be supposed that
there was a blush on Polly’s cheek,
a tender smile about her mouth, and
a liquid softness in her glance; while
the star kept coruscating on Feath-
ertop’s breast, and the little demons
careered with more frantic merriment,
than ever about the circumference of
his pipe bowl. O pretty Polly Goo-
kin, why should these imps rejoice so
madly that a silly maiden’s heart
was about to be given to a shadow !
Is it so unusual a misfortune, so rare
a triumph ?

By and by Feathertop paused, and,
throwing himself into an imposing
attitude, seemed to summon the fair
girl to survey his figure and resist
himm longer if she could. His star,
his embroidery, his buckles, glowed,

at that instant with unutterable
splendor ;  the picturesque hues of
his attire took a richer depth of
coloring ; there was a gleam and
polish over his whole presence, be-

tokening the perfect witchery of well-
ordered manners The maiden raised
her eyes, and suffered them to linger
upon her, companion with a bashful
and admiring gaze. Then, as if de-
sirous of judging what value her own
simple comeliness might have side by
side with so much brilliancy, she cast
a glance towards the full-length look-
ing-glass in front of which they hap-
pened to be standing. It was one
of the truest plates in the world,
and incapable of flattery. No soomner
did the images therein reflected meet
P'olly’s eye than she shrieked, shrank
from the stranger's side, gazed at
him for a moment in the wildest dis-
may, and sank insensible upon the
floor I'eathertop had likewise look-
«d towards the mirror, and there be-
held, not the glittering mockery of
his outside show, but a picture of
the sordid patchwork of his real com-
position, stripped of all witchcraft

The wretched simulacrum ! We a.l'
most pity him. He threw up h?s
arms with an expression of despair
that went further than any of his

previous manifestations towards vin-
be reckoned

dicating his claims to
human : for, perchance the only
fime since this so often empty and

THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

deceptive life of mortals becan its
course, an illusion had seen and
fully recognized itself.

v‘\lmhwr Rigby was seated by her
kitchen hearth in the twilight of this

eventful day, and had just shaken the
ashes out of a new pipe, when she
heard a hurried tramp along the
road.  Yet it did not seem So much
the tramp of human footsteps as the
clatter of sticks or the rattling of
dry bones.

“Ha !”” thought the old witch,

‘““ what step is that ? Whose skele-
ton is out of its grave now, I won-
der 2"’

A figure Dburst headlong into the
cottage door. It was Feathertop !
His pipe was still alight ; the star
still flamed upon his breast : the em-
broidery still glowed upon his gar-
ments ; nor had he lost, in any de-
gree or manner that could be esti-
mated, the aspect that assimilated
him with our mortal brotherhood.
But yet, in some indescribable way
(as is the case with all that has de-
luded us when once found out), the
poor reality was felt beneath the cun-
ning artifice.

““What has gone wrong ?’’' demanded
the witch. ““Did yonder sniffling
hypocrite thrust my darling from his
door, ? The villain ! I'll  set
twenty-five fiends to torment him
till he offer thee his daughter on his
bended knees !’

‘““ No, mother,”” said Feathertop, de-
spondingly, ‘‘ it was not that.”

‘““Did the girl scorn my precious
one ?”’ asked Mother Rigby, her fierce
eyes glowing like two coals of Top-
het. *“I'll cover her face with
pimples ! Her nose shall be as red
as the coal in thy pipe ! Her front
teeth shall drop out! In a week
hence she will not be worth the hav-

’

ing !"’
‘““Let her alone, mother,”” an-
swered poor Feathertop; * the girl

was half won, and methinks a Kkiss
from her sweet lips might have made
me altogether human. But,”” he
added, after a brief pause, ‘‘ I've seen
myself, mother ! I've seen myself for
the wretched, ragged, empty thing I
am ! TI’'ll exist no longer !”’

Snatching the pipe from his mouth,
he flung it with all his might against
the chimney, and at the same instant
sank upon the floor, a medley of
straw and tattered garments, with
some sticks protruding from the heap
and a shrivelled pumpkin in the
midst. The eyeholes were now
lustreless, but the rudely-carved gap,
that just beiore had been a mouth,
still seemed to twist itself into a
despairing grin, and was so far
human.

‘“ Poor fellow !"” quoth Mother
Rigby, with a rueful glance at the
relics of her ill-fated contrivance.
‘“ My poor, dear, pretty Feathertop !
There are thousands upon thousands
of coxcombs and charlatans in the
world, made up of just such a jumble
of worn-out, forgotten and good-for-
nothing trash as he was ! Yet they
live in fair repute, and never see
themselves for what they are. And
why should my poor puppet be the
only one to know himself and perish
for it 2"’

While thus muttering, the witch had
filled a fresh pipe of tobacco, and
held the stem between her fingers, as
doubtful whether to thrust it into
her own mouth or Feathertop’s.

‘“ Poor Feathertop !"” she
tinued. I could easily give him
another chance and send him forth
again to-morrow. But no, his feel-
ings are too tender, his sensibilities
too deep. He seems to have too
much heart to bustle for his own ad-
vantage in such an empty and heart-
less world Well ! Well !  T’1l make
a scarecrow of him after all. "Tis
an innocent and a wuseful vocation,
and will suit my darling well ; and,
if each of his human brethren had
as fit a one, "twould be better for
mankind ; and, as for this pipe of
tobacco, 1 need it more than he.”’

So saying, Mother Rigby put the
stem between her lips. “ Dickon !’
cried she, in her high, sharp tone,
‘““ another coal for my pipe !"'—[Haw-
thorne. in ‘‘ Mosses from an OIld
Manse."’
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It will pay you to
get right down to
cases and compare
thel.H.C. Spreader
with other spread-

ers before you buy

OU will find, first of all, that the I. H. C.
spreaders handle all kinds of manure
satisfactorily, under all conditions.

You will find that by their use you will get just
about double value from your manure.

You will find them the best designed and the
simplest of all spreaders. And that will mean
not only less work and trouble in operating but
much less breakage.

Then, there is their superb strength—not cum-
brous, unnecessary weight but strong where
strength is needed and light where there is
little or no strain.

There has been nothing overlooked that
makes for light draft, easy handling, good
work or durability.

Are you disposed favorably toward some
feature of another machine? You will find no
device or contrivance essential to right spread-
ing of manure but that is employed in its best
form on the I. H. C. spreaders.

And you will find features on the I. H. C.

Call on the International Agent for information or write nearest branch house for ethl.l._
QNADIAN BRANCHES: Calgary, London, Montreal, Ottawa, Regina, St.John, Toronto, Winnipeg

l INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY OF AMERICA, CHICAGO, U. S. A,
i (INCORPORATED)

1335,

and Other Spreaders

spreaders that you will find on no other:
spreaders.

Look at the vibrating rake which levels your
load and brings manure up square to the
cylinder. No other spreader has this device
and yet you absolutely cannot spread manure
uniformly without it. .

Examine the superb steel wheels, broad tires,
staggered spokes, clutches in both hind wheels,
front ones cutting under for short turning.

The one lever, convenient to your right
hand, is far more desirable than a different
lever for every movement to be made.

These are but simple suggestions. Are they
not worth looking in;o? kY o{e -ﬂ: tl:‘:v ::
other points just as importan at’
we say, compare the 1. H, C. spreaders with
other spreaders before you buy. :

These spreaders are made in three sizes for.
each of the two types, Clover leaf endless apron, "
and Corn King, return apron, and meet reqnln—l
ments of all sections and all classes of work. .~

The LaMarshe Knife cuts quicker and
easier—and holds its razorlike edge longer—
because it is concave. Bell's Cutters are bullt
of such fine materials, so carefully, that they
do their work in the most efficient manner and
with the least wear and tear,

' Write for free illustrated catalogue,

B. BELL & SON, Limited - ST. GEORGE, Ont.

STAMMERERS

The Arnott Method is the only
logical method for the cure of Stam-

mering. It treats the CAUSE,
not merely the HABIT, and insures
natural speech. Pamphlet, partic-
ulars and references sent on request.
Address :

THE ARNOTT INSTITUTE,

BERLIN, ONT., CAN.

'NTENDING PLANTERS of nursery stock
should write direct to vs for quotations, or
see our nearest agent before ordering else-

where. Our stock is complete and of the finest

quality, and all orders, Jarge or small, are given
careful attention. We guarantee satisfaction.

Our business has been established in Canada

for over forty years, and our facilities for grow-

ing, packing and shipping are of the very best.

We aim to lead in quality and price. Agents

wanted. Get terms. The Thomas W. Bow-

man & Son Co., Ltd., Toronto, Ont.

WE Rent, Repalir,
Sell, Exchange
all makes of

Second-hand Typewriters

Write us for information
and catalogue of

The Best Visible, _
The L. C. Smith & Bres.
WRITING - IN - BIGHT. Typewriter.

Simmons & Newton, 441 Richmond St., London, Ont.

WANTED!

Information regarding good farm for sale, with
good vitle, somewhere near London. Give price
and description and character of soil. Also
state when possession can be had. Owners only
need answer. Btate how far from town and
mention improvements. Address:

W. C. CUNNINGHAM,
Andrus Bullding, Minneapolis, Minn.

When Writing Please Mention this Paper

SUNNY ALBERTA

The Colorado of
Canada.

THE ALBERTA RAILWAY HAS 500,000
ACRES CHOICE FALL AND WINTER
WHEAT LANDS FOR SALE.

These lands are situated in Alberta's
warm belt, a short distance north of the
Montana boundary, and a$ the east base
of the Rocky Mountains.

PRICE: $7.80 to $8.00 per acre
near railway; $8.80 to $7.80. per's
back from railway. In_blocks :
acres and over, & prioce of §
to $8.80 per acre is given. :

TERMS: Retdil, $2.00 per acre t
wholesale (5,000-acre. 8), $1.28 per
acre cash. Balance in five equal annual
installments ; interest at 6 per cent.

ATTRACTIONS: Rich soil, mild
climate, good markets, good railway
facilities, cheap fuel, etoc.

For map. printed matter and other in-
formation, address: it A

C.A.Magrath, Land Commissioner
Lethbridge, Alberta,

or
Osler, Hammond & Nanfen, .
Winnipeg, Man.

Nore—In 1905 the first car of winter
wheat was shipped from Lethbridge
on Augus$ 13th,

ROOFING.

xtra
slate colored, no tar, doeun«m

3 k,
proof. Don't take imitation,
genuine. Send for Free Sampie g
name of nearest dealer. Book of poultry
and farm plans sent for 2c stamp,

F. W. BIRD & SON, Makers.
Established 1817,

Originatore of veefing Mo fres bn overy vold,

ECLIPSE HIGH - GRADE

GASOLINE ENGINE

MANUFACTURED BY

D.McKenzie & Co., London, Ont.

AGENTS WANTED.

6. M. Annable, Moose Jaw, Sask.

Improved and Unimproved Farms
For Sale in the Famous Moose
Jaw Whesat Belt. 3
Prices and terms right. 'We -0}
payments. Have some snaps oﬂ.&? l:dd' l-gtopgn
r-

acre tracts in Saskatchewan berta.
respondence solicited. sad AL i




