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THE HORSE.

Care of Harness and Vehicles.

That the life and appearance of, and the satisfactory
service given by harness and vchicles, depend greatly
upon the care and attention they receive, is a fact that
none will dispute. At the same time, one s astonished
at the utter want of care these articles receive in many
cases. I'his want of care is noticed more in the common,
every-dav work harness, ete., than in harness andrigs
of the hetter class, that are used only on special occasions.
In order that the best and most satisfactory service may
be gotten from a sct of h;n'nvss,_\\'hvlhvr it be plow,
sencral-purpose, wagon, road, carriage or other harness,
it is necessary that it be cared for by some sort of system.
A lwri(nliull sn.m)ly of o1l niust be given, in order to keep
the leather phable and comfortable for the horses as
well as for the teamster. The o1l that the leather
contains when the harness is new soon escapes, and the
leather becomes dry and inclined to crack, unless a fresh
supply of oil be given. Harness that is in daily use
should be oiled at least once in three months, and the
method of oiling should be thorough.  While the applica-
tion of oil under practically any circumstances is better
than none, the best results can be obtained only after
the leather has been properly prepared.

The harness should be taken to pieces, every strap
unbuckled and put into a tub of warm water--not hot
water, as this practically burns the leather and renders
it more or less useless.  After sogking until all the dirt
and other foreign substance is softened, say two or three
hours, cach strap should be well rubbed with a sponge
or cloth, and, if necessary, a dull knife should be used
to scrape the dirt off, and then hung up ina moderately
warm place to dry. Tt should not be hung close to a
stove or other artificial heat where 1t would dry quickly.
The process Should be slow.  ITn warm weather the
temperature of an ordinary: building 1= suthcient, hut
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motion and prevents tu=t. \Where the leather and metal
of harness receive such care they will last longer, look
better, and be more combortableé o

drivers.

both horses and

Any person who has had occasion to ¢ hange the size
obaset of harness that has been neglected, will appreciate
F!li' advisability of giviog reasonable attention to it.
I'he  care that mountings  require,  depends
greatly upon their nature. For ordinary work harness
on the farm, where time is often valuable, the plain,
ordinary black mounting that requires little attention
15 probablv the hest, hut wher appearance is looked for,
]n'ulvjthl\ none can equal brass. We are not taking into
consideration very expensive harness, on which the
mountings may be gilt, or gold plated. Brass-mounted
]l.nm-\_x properhy cared for Tooks as well as gold, but il
not given considerable attention 1t
common black.  Brass tarnishes very  quickly, hene
requires  burnishing  frequently, Silver-plated,  solid
nickle or nickeline mountings look well and do not require
so much attention. Hard rubber mounting is very
fashionable, especially in light road harness. It looks
plain but is good and satisfactory,

harness

looks worse than

In order to keep any harness at its best it is necessann
that 1t be not left hanging unprotected in the stable:
the dampness that there necessarily is inoany stable,
and the gases formed by the excrements, have  an
injurious effect upon both leather and mountings. It s
better to keep the harness in a separate  compartiment
removed from the influences, but where this is not
expedient, a closet (not a dark or damp oner should e
used if possible.

As regards vehicles, they, of conrse, should he kept
under cover when not in use.
clean as possible, as the varnish and paint are injured
by allowing mud or other dirt to remain on them for a
long time I'hey should be kept well paimted, not only
that they mav look better, but they Tast muach longer,
as paint prevents the admission ol ar and water into
the jomts, hubs, rims, runners, et
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LIVE STOCK.

The Outlook For Wool Price

More or less uncertainty is prevailing at the present
time on the wool market.  Since the commencement
of the war the demand for wool has increased the price
of that product a good deal. The 191N ¢lip was pur-
chased at a high figure, and now that  there will be a
falling off in the demand for woolen goods to hll army
orders the manufacturerswho havestocks on hand are fear-
tull tor the outcome. \Wool prices in Canada have been
considerably higher than in those great wool-producing
countries of Australia and New Zealand.  With more
shipping available, which will bring wool from these
countries to the world's market, it is reasonable to ex-
peet that prices will drop to about the level of that
received in the above mentioned countries

However, at that there will be oo margin ol profit for
the wool grower. present indications  there s
little reason to believe that the bottom will fall out of
the wool market,

In regard to the wool trade, Norman Stansheld, act-
ing Chicf of the Sheep and Goat Division, s of the opin-
ion “‘that dealers will not huyv wool at the prices ol last
summer, because they know that manutacturers will not
be able to payv consistent prices A they have tomanu-
facture for civilian trade in competition with the accume-
ulated stocks of controlled wool which are held through-
out the world.  There scems to he no question but that
the price of wool will decline. Tt is generally considered
that the decline will he to a price approaching that of
the controlled wool held in Australia and New Zealand,
but it must be remembered that these prices areapproxi-
mately sixty per cent. above the prices of June, 1914,
and that the cost of transportation must be added to
this. wool will come on the
market appears to be o question ol transportation,
Iherefore, it would scem that the decline in the price
of wool will not he to the Tow level that prevailed in1913
and 1911, but that when the market becomes stable
again it will be approximately sixty per cent. above the
191 price. 1t would then, unwarranted ner-
vousness to imagine that the price of wool lor some years
to come will revert to the level of June, 1914, prices.””

M. Stansficld ,who is in close touch with the trade,
does not sce any reason for pessimism on the part of
wool growers.  Even if prices do come down consider-
thiv below that received for this vear's clip, there is
<till good money to be made with sheep. During the
past few years there has been aconsiderable inercase
i the sheep population ot the Dominion.  The price for
both wool and mutton has, nodoubt, been anincentive
to sheep raising. Considering the area of our country
imd the conditions suited to sheep raising, many more
sheep might advisedly be kept. For the labor entailed
in handling this class of live stock, and the investment
necessary for huildings and equipment, there is no class
of stock which gives an cqual return, - The dog nuisance
has been responsible for a number of hreeders going out
of sheep raising, and has prevented others from adding
this class of stock to thew farms.  However, legislation
is tending to alleviate the dog nuisance. \While sheep
men need not expect to continie to receive over seventy
cents per pound for wool, 1t is gencrally believed that
for at least o few vears the price of wool and mutton
will he such as to render sheep raising a profitable
hranch ot farm
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Britain’s Pigs Are Shrinking
Fottor The Farver™s Apvoo v’
Between June, 1917, and June, TOHIN,
Lot TOONST of her pie population, and the Tatest mstrue-
tion- trom the Government's Food Ministry s to kil
oft all pos=ihle stock hecause teeding
Ault= e not available tor o Faces, and 1toas
otficially con=idered a tar better thing tor Eaogland, and
and Wales, to endure bhad bhacon from America
Nincrica to send = any teedimg stulfs to
stock with Delow
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England and Wales.
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Ihee pera=i0 220 150,

Scotland.

Biood <ow 16,071 14,794
O her 114,01 115,151

I ol 201600 142,945

Decrea=e 030 o0 1O per cent

Ireland. Mt

recding sow- 1,601 1,710
oo s 01782 104027
Siyomonth=old and over 115259 129074
Unider =ix month A TI‘_)_(EQ}‘

Totals D7HSND 017,172

Inerease 20,903, ar 2.8 per vent,

( |)|]l|,\|v‘< los= on United Kimgdom™ pig [H'[)llLlliun,
199,887

Our commercial pig trade has <lumped tremendously
g few weeks,  Suckers (sivoto eight weeks old pig\‘)
are now only worth O and s apiece; strong stores do,
23 to £ and breeding gilts are worth
Al vounyg stock 1s under a cloud.
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