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FARM AND DAIRY.
the full value of the sheep destroyed instead of to
two-thirds of the value as formerly. It was made
compulsory under & penaity of a fine of ten dol-
lars for assessors to include all dogs In the assess-
ment roll. Municipalities were also given the
power (0 increase the dog tax, if this was found
necessary to meet the increased demand for
money to cover sheep losses. .

These changes in the act met with no opposition
in the legislature, and should be received with ap
proval throughout Ontario, “The pestiferous dog”
is ackriowludged to be the chief cause of the rapid
decline of the sheep industry in the province.
The danger of having the resuit of years of pains-
taking and careful breeding in building up a flock
destroyed in a night by a band of useless, roving
curs, has prevented many farmers from keeping
sheep. By taking advantage of their power to re-
imburse farmers in full for sheep killed by dogs
can do much toward encouraging
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the sheep industry. If this necessitates an in-
crease in the dog tax the result should be that
the number of useless or ownerless dogs would be
decreased, and the damage to flocks from this
source materially lessened.

Depreciation Charges

EPRECIATION is one of the heaviest charges
against the farm machinery account. It is
usual to write off ten per cent. annually

from the value of farm equipment to meet this
charge alone; whereas the interest rate Is seven
per cent. or less in most distriots. Ten per cent.,
however, may be a rather excessive charge for
a 3 in Minne-
sota, where the care bestowed on machinery is
presumably not greater than in Canada, showed
the 1o be about seven per cent., but

“Read not to contradict and
believe and take for granted, but
sider.”—Bacon g

to confute, nor to
to weigh and con-

Relief for the Rennet Situation

INCE our last issue went to press, we have
received two important cemmunications, one
from J. A. Ruddick, Commissioner of Dairy-

Ing for Canada, und the other from Prof. H. H.
Dran, of the 0. A. C,, regarding the rennet situa-
tion. These authorities agree that though for a
short time considerable inconvenience may be ex-

since this was the average it may be safe to
assume that on many farms the equipment de-
creases at least ten per cent. in value annually
owing fo ordinary wear ard tear.

Sinee the foss by depreciation is variable there
s an of effe a sav-
ing by keeping it down to the minimum. Such an
opportunity 1s not afforded in all divisions of the
farmer’s expense account. Take interest, for ex-
smple. He has little to' do with fixing the rate
that he has to pay. Governmouts have frequently
tried to do that with but indiffcrent success. But
by giving s equipment proper care a farmer
greatly its I and reduces the an-

perienced by cheese makers in
Tennet to meet their requirements, there does not
appear to be any cause for apprehension that the
cheese industry will be seriously damaged later
in the season, owing to a faflure of the remnet
supply.

As Is usual in such cases, the relief ls due to
several causes. The release of half a million ren-
nets through the port of Archangel will result In
A considerable increase in the supply of extraet
A8 soon as it can be manufactured. The establish-
ment of,a factory in Teronto to manufacture ex-
tract from Canadian rennets, most of which have
hitherto been wasted, helps to relieve the situa-
tion. The use of pepsin is also important, not
only in that it assists in meeting the present con-
dition, but also in the possibilities that it holds
for the future. The high prices at present pre-
vailing wil! be an inducement to companies to
strive for the discovery of satisfactory substitutes
for rennet, and it is possible that the present
shortage will result in the perfecting of a coagu-
lating substance that will free us from such com-
Dlete dependence on the rennet supply,

Reimbursement for Sheep Losses

MPORTANT changes were made during the last
session of the Ontario Legislature in the act
under which sheep owners are reimbursed for

losses due to the dog M

nual loss due to depreciation.

Of the factors that enter into the proper care
of machinery shelter is the most important and
the one most frequently neglected. Our field
represontative reports that almiost everywhere he
goes he sees evidence of this neglect. On one trip
by rall of only twenty-five miles he counted nearly
A dozen machines standing where their owners
had finished using them last season. The Mst
included two binders and sevéral mowers. There
was no lack of buildings on the farms where they
could have been run in out of the sun and rain.
It Is safe to say that on such farms the deprecl-

ation losses are well above the average as found -

by the Minnesota investigation, Good care would
keep the loss below instead of above the average.

Making the Railways Pay

HE annual deficits that two of our three great

railways are facing, are due largely to the

fact that they have laid thousands of miles
of ateel across vacant land, held from production
for speculative purposes. As long as such lands
remain unocoupied, the deficits will recur with
the regularity of the seasons. It is an agricultural
impossiblity with the land at present under culti-
vition to furnish’ business emough to make the
roads pay expenses. If it were, they would

coun-
eils were empowered to (ndemnify such owners to

in that country, is now alfnost negligible. s,
ern Canada has contributed more than her share
of the troops for overseas service. The questioy
now is not how to increase production and
acroage, but how to maintain them while 1,
war lasts. Until the war is over, therefore. the
country will in all likelthood be called upon w1,
ally to meet constantly nereasing deficits fo: .,
railway companies involved.

After the war, what? When emigration is again
established, probably in greater volume tha: ever
before, will the land already served by the rall
ways be available to those who wish to settle gy
the land? Under our present land policy it cap
not be available to many of them. The vast e,
Jority of them will be in an impoverished ondj.
tion. The price that speculators will demand fop
the land will be a sufficient barrier to keep mog
of the immigrants from settiing upon it. It they
are forced, in order to secure avallable land, 1o "
still further back into the wilderness, the cry will
come for more railways. We will have a repetition
of our rallway blundering of the past, and our
railway problem will still rémain unsolved. If the
land already served by the rallways is mady
available, the situation will soon be relieve) Our
railway problem is the result of our land policy
in the past. Is solution depends on our iang
policy of the future. The clue to the solution js
the taxation of land values such as has already
been done to some extent in Alberta, and whicy
has the effect of prying the speculator free from
the land and making it available to thos. who
want to use it for productive purposes.

The well-read town dweller has more o learn
sbout the social problems of the farm th.: the

their living from the soll, so lorg Will the probiey
of the farmer be the fundamental problem of the
uation. Until recently, on account of the great
4 in the prob
lems of the town and the ity have secmed
most inslstent; but mow the more funde
mental problems—the problems of the agricalur
ist—are making themselved heard—The Outiook,

petitors, by getting before ome's comrald by
#ucceeding all by one’s self; and 8o long as 4
people works thus Individually, it does not work
democratically. — Matthew  Arnold (“Mixel
Essays”).

a better welfare. All rural soclal arrangements

across class Hoes and command (he
interest of the whole rural populatior —Report
of address of Prof. T. N, Carver, of Harvard, st

i
E

He who {s unable to live in soclety, or who has
no need because he iy sufficlent for himself, mast
be eithor & beast or & §od; he i 1o part of e
state—Jowett (“The Politics of Aristotie”),
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