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is to be accounted for by rememberi: that they were first dcli.wreul
unwritter, when he was raised above himself by the grandeur or exigence
of the occasion, and were afterwards committed to M.8., and corrected
in cool blood when he had subsided to his ordinary lf:vel. 1

To hear Demosthenes thunder in the peerless Attic tonguc, against t!xe
Macedonian Philip, or to listen to the Prince of Lnfm orators, while
under the noble impulses of patriotism and humur.uty and rlghtoou:
indignation, he levelled all his mighly. powers against the brutfvxl :m‘«t
vapacious Verres—this was to hear the highest perfection of style ever ye
attai hy mortal man,
Mt:l\l:fld\‘lci I,lJL‘iﬂl(‘\' of these men became orators by alsinglc‘cﬂ‘ort or &
happy chance. They both laboured almos? to agony in their v]o?:.zYtlon‘Y
subjected themselves to a length and severity of training at which we
modern students may well stand amazed. i : .

But what, think you, did Demosthcncsv, io}' example, aim a't, in }us
Jaborious physical and mental culture ? \.\ as it to catch some inv.ount‘a
westure of a Satyrus, or to train himself up to some other nc:tors pre-
dominant majesty of Jungs? T think not. lfhc.cvur spoke with :sword.
suspended, points downwards, over his shou]d'crs, it was to brcn!i ]umse}t
of some unnatural shrug which might have distracted the attention of his

Jmlhfcll:z:\'cr declaimed with pebbles in his mouth on ﬂ}e roaring bcach,‘
it was not in order that he might attain to the dainty c:lcgance of
utterance of some Athenian exquisite, or out—bcll?w some Athcnmf) stentor,
but rather that he might remove from the polished shaft of his §pecc‘l;,
every, even the most trivial roughn.css that could perchance lmp? 4[3
his progress towards the mark ; or, in order t}.mt fron.l the resources o
his regal intellect and indomnitable will, he fnlg!lf: reinforce the powers
of that comparatively feeble physical organization through which his
mighty spirit was compelled to work. . 1L

If he transeribed Thucydides, times wxlh?utvnumber, with !ns own
hand, it was not in order to steal the historian’s thu.nder or his .tnck
of specch, but rather to furnish his vocabul:fry with the choicest,
noblest words, and to learn how they should be joined together. Tt was
to explore the secrets of success, to investigate the laws of h_nrmony ‘.vxt].\
which & master mind conceived and plnnncd,' and to ascertain tl.le princi-
ples upon which a master hand, having laid a firm foundation, pro-
ceeded to build up of materials more durable then marble, more costly
than Corinthian brass, the grandly proportioned and chastely sculptured

i f classic thought,
edll‘ixccshzrt, if’ these d:sultory observations can be said to have any one
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