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THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN
A TRIBUTE TO PRESBYTERIANISM CHRISTIAN CHARITY. LITERARY NOTES.

One of the greaten tribu* t to Presby­
terian ti which we have seen in that 
contained in an «ipiuion prepared by 
Judge Barker, a member of the Chris 
tiau (Disciple» Church for the Ken 
tuokjr Court of Appea a, in a Church 
Union ease which re. en ly ce me before 
the court in that State. The concluding 
paragraph of hi* opinion is aa follows :

The question whether or not the vari 
oils families of the Presbyterian faith 
must romain ever --eperatod. although 
the causes which originally divided 
them have disappeared in the light 
modern theological evolution, is one 
which must give solicitude to all who 
haive the advancement of civilization at 
heart.

The history of the Presbyterian Chorea 
is the history of a very large part of 
what we know and enjoy of civil and re 
ligious liberty. The teaching* of her 
faith are such as to have always attract 
ed V> her the most lofty minds and the 
boldest spirits; in following her patn 
through the page* of history, whether 
her votaries lie called Lutheran.*, a* in 
Germany: Huguenots, a# in France ; 
Covenanters, as in Scotland; or Puritan*, 
as in England, they will always lie found 
to lie among the liraveet and the best.

As a religion* organisation, it had no 
compromise along 
eues to make with power, and it could 
lie <lefleeted from the path of rectitude 
neither bv the frown of authority, 
the blandishments < f corrupt! »n. With 
the same indomitable courage, it c m 
fronted the haughty princes of the llou*e 
of Tudor, and the crowned weakling* of 
the ll.nuie of Stuart; with the same 
words of scornful condemnation it re 
huked the eins of Mes-elina on the 
throne and the wanton in the s‘reet.

Her path ha* led her nfteuer into exile 
than into favor with the great, oftener 
to the dungeon and the stake than the 
pleasure* of king’s houses, or the friend 
ship of c uirtier*. But under her search 
ing gaze the shackle* have fallen from 
the human mind, and the divine right 
of king* has shrunk to the mean thing 
it now appears.

No subject is oftener invoked, more 
frequently nth.represented, nor more 
persistently perverted than Christian

According to the notions of some it is 
» hari table to commend werytldng which 
i* uttered a* religious truth, whether 
sustained hy the Word of God or not, 
olid to recognize all leligious teacher.* 
whatever niav be the character of their 

This idea of Christian dur

The February nunilier of Outdoor 
Canada .show* marked signs of im­
provement. not only in illustrations but 
in the articles that go to mske up the 
letter press. Outdoor Canada worthily 
repre*ents the clean, healthy games and 
sport* of the country, and mérita a large 
circulation. Monthly, $1.00 per year.

"Little Koike." as the name implies, 
i.« intended for the younger members of 
the household, and should find a wel­
come in thousand* of Canadian home*. 
The magazine ie as good as it is beauti 
fill, and a year’s subscription will prove 
a delightful gift to any boy or girl. Cas 
sell and Co.. Toronto.

l-'ur choice stories and religh ut> read 
ing of a wholesome and elevating char 
acier we can always heartily recoin 
mend The Quiver, published by Meser*. 
Caswell & Company. London and Toron 
to. The February number ie well up :u 
the mark, both in literary excellente 
and beauty of illustrations

Ca-sell's for February contain* eight 
complete storiee. three atoreyettes, and a 
number of *pecial articles, all ul which 
go to make up an excellent literary bill 
of fare for the readers of this favorite 
magazine. In the "Special Articles" de 
part ment "The Birtli of a Battleship." 
illustrated by photographs, and "New 
Zealand'* women Writers." illustrated 
Iiv portaits. will claim immediate at 
teiituui. Cassell and Co., 42 Adelaide 
St.. Toronto.

"Hints to Student Missionaries and 
Some Other»," by Rev. D. D. McLeod, 
U.D., of Barrie, is a booklet of little bulk 
but within its page# ere garnered the 
fruits of much careful thinking and the 
results of a wide experience. It eon 
tains the substance ol an address to e 
i're-bytcrial Conference in the interest 
ol Christian Endeavor societies, and is 
now sent out at the auggvstiou of friend* 
who considered that it* publication would 
serve a u*eful purpu.-e. Under the fol­
lowing heads important subjects are 
treated in a brief but very suggestive 
way: The Raw Material; Student Mie 
hiouaries wild Honte Misions; Uu the 
Field ; Peieoital Religion; Talents; Uu 
l>re»s and Maimers; The Bible ; Our Own 
Church. Later on we shall make two 
or three extracts for the benefit of our 
readers. Meanwhile the booklet, we have 

doubt, can oe furnished by Mr. J. 
M. Robertson of Upper Canada Tract 
Society, Toronto, or by the author.

‘.caching
ity is, fci a bad sense, to lie all things 
to all u.en, and to drift with the pop 
ular ounent.

True Christian charity is a noble sen­
timent. abounding in honesty of pur 
pose and correctness of action, 
too strong a principle to be swayed by 
eveiv popular bre-ze. too honest to lie 
bribed into compliance with error in 
ductriue or incorrectness of practice.

"It rejoicetli" not in error, "hut in 
the truth." and ie exercised toward*» 
person*, not t «ward* duct line* .it all. 
It never calls evil go-xl, ami good evil, 
never pula eweet for Litter, nor bitter 
for sweet; but when dealing wit It q hi 
ion», it bring* them to the teat of Cod'* 
word, and if they do not agree with thin 
standard. it sweep# them away with .m 
energy almost amounting to fierceness. 
But wheai it come* t ► i' Nil vv itii jioor 
frail and erring man, it i* we gentle and 
pitiful as», a mother when handling her 
own darling child. It distinguishes be 
tween tho errorist end his errors, ami 
never take# any stock ill persecution for 
omniuti’a sake.

It never aid.* in erecting the state, 
placing the fagote and kindling tne 
fire*, whivli are to lie employed in the 
destruction <rf heretic*; but »ay* to tlie 
lal*e teacher, "The Lord rebuke thee." 
I'harity i* not blind, but is wonderfully 
discriminating. distinguishing clearly 
lietiween truth and falsehood, and ie 
ever ready to approve the one and con 
deinii the oilier.

This charity, while it i* kind, ie also 
faithful, and will not sutler sin upon 
a brother.

le» us is the ii|carnali<«i of true char­
ity, and none ever denounced wrong 
with greater energy thin he when dean 
ing with tlie soph Utiles of false relig 
ion st*.

lie exposed the siiallow pretension-* 
and denounced the in.-imt rity of tlie 
Pharisees with an energy and zeal which 
burned with a white heat.

lie was tlie uncompromising enemy of 
all sham, and the fast friend of trut'i 
and hojieet conviction, and yet no one 
♦ ver entered *o fully into »>mpatliy with 
the erring and p mitent viiildten of 
mon a* did Jeeus. Fierce and unrelent 
ing in hie opposition to strongly fortified 
wickedness, He is tenderness itself when 
dealing with the broken in spirit, or 
when looking upon the bruised reed and 
the smoking flax. Hi* example, in thi* 
ie*iwot, is worthy of imitation, and is 
the patti rn by which we should shape 
our lives.

I It i*

the lines of con sc i

Wherever a battle v.a* to lie fought for 
human lilwrty, wheiever a forlorn hope 
was to I* led or « mine braved for c*m- 
scieue' sake, wlieuever tlie bloml of a 
martyr was needed a* a testimony to 
truth, her answer was always that of the 
prophet of ohl. "Here aui 1 ; send me."

Judge Barker i* evidently well versed 
in the history of the world's struggle for 
civil and religi ma liberty, and ha* a 
keeo appreciation of where the credit 
for eecuring it ie due. The case liefore 
him dd<l not necessarily call for such an 
expression of opinion, and coming vol 
niitarily. carries the more weight end 
will lie tlie more appreciated.

i
The annual meeting of the General 

Assembly's Committee oil the Aug­
mentation of Stipend* (Western sec­
tion), will be held In the Confederation 
Life Building, Toronto. Tuesday, 
March 23rd, at 9.30 a.in. Presbytery 
conveners arc requested to send in 
quarterly claims and annual returns to 
the secretary. Rev. J. 11. I&IiiiInoii, 
Cheltenham, Ont., one wc« k prior to 
the date of meeting.

The l>vted States has frequently been 
credited with a desire to annex Cub*. 
Recent events do not seem to indicate 
that she ie- over anxious to extend bsr 

Perhaiisterritory in tint direction, 
her ex|ierienve in the Philipine Islands 
has not been in all respects happy. At 
all events Cuba, which came under the 
control of tlie United States after the 
Spanisli American war, has been allowed 
to organize m an indcf esulent republic 
On January 23 General Jo#e Miguel 
Gomez was sworn in as president, and 
•immediately thereafter the United States 
officials departed Irom the inland. One 
of the chief danger* to be apprehended 
arises from the nunilier of Cuban* who 
are said to lie seeking political prefer 
incut. If the experiment of an in 
dependent Cuba fails annexation to the 
United fltatae will be

In spite of ill# financial depression 
which prevailed last >ear. the amount 
contributed for foreign missions in Can­
ada and the United States was increased 
by $602.000 over tlie previous year. This 
no daub* was due largely to the Lay 
men'.* Missionary Movement, but it is 
a hopeful and encouraging sign of the 
.increasing interest and re po.ieinilit/ 
felt L; the Church in the work of Miir

He that aitteth in heaven ami hath 
ten thousand thousand of angels to 
minister unto him, hath but two throne*,
the highest heavens and the lowest heart.
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