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A MEDITATION; LUKE VII, 47.
The Forgiveness of Sins.
By Prof. W. G. Jordan, D.D.

These are the closing words of a brief
bat powerful discourse; a discourse which
was, at the same time, an instructive par-
able. and an nnanswerable arzument. A
nenitent woman had come to our Tord
desiring to show her mew-horn love. soan
ghe drew nnon herself that silent eriticiem
which is sharner than renraachful words.
and the Savionr manifesta his manly ten-
derness and shields her from further tor-
ment hy uttering in her defense thie vieor
one vindieation. Tn Adoing =0 He has
enoken words which will for ever hrine
cheer and comfort to the hroken-hearted
<inner. We must all evnect eriticiem. T
e na dovht a eood thine that our life
ahonld hava to hear the constent exami-
nation of others: hut there will he times
when we shall he misindeed and that even
when we are not in & mood *o hear the
yourmur of dieannrohation,  We know that
we are sorry for onr wrone.dning, and that
we have an earnest Tonging nfter gnadnpee:
and vet we ara unable to handle skilfally
an argument in onr own defence. Then
we mav look ta onr Tord ae onr Aefondor:
then we mav hear Tie gentle voice: Fnter
into nease: fret not venrselves horanes of

te oviticiem and minet sondemnation.

We all have » hahit of silentlv indeine
one another. These +hines which etand
ant in mech clenr. startline light when the
Tiord in nrecent are. after ol eomman
thinme . This man snoka within himeelf,
he withdrew, as it were into the inner san-
ctuary of his own heing. and there held
hia private conference ahout that which
was nassing in the world ahout him. We
do the same, even when we are in‘ pom-
panv.  When the hney world ie with ns
we often retire to tallc with ourselves. Tn
this mrivate Judgment Hall we bring up
onr follow-men, examine them and pass
indement unon them. foreetting that the
cnse has heen exceedingly onesided. for
we have had it all to ourselves. Wave
we never, in such cirenmetances, heard the
solemn worsd sounding thronch onr sonle,
“Tudge not that ve he not judeed. for with
what judgment ve indge. ve shall be jude-
ed: and with what measure ve mete, it
shall he measured to you again’ Tn our
thoughts of others we need to remember
our own fallibility: how can we indge
others aright who make so many mistakes
concerning onrselves? How difficult in our
thonghts to deal fairly with the man of a
different set, or sect. or party. We are
lishle to so manv inflnences that pervert
oo fndement, that when we call others
before the tribunal of our thought, we
may well tremble with a sense of our

more than we can help to the Phameaie
feding of self-satifaction which will al-
low us continumlly to sit in judgment

as something which ¥ ' ' merely or
mostly to the outer e, o thought
that goodness was a slavish mespect for
tradition amnd purity a mechanical

worvarke of religions , caremionies. To
sudh men He must make known, even
in a way that mav seem sensational, the
great truth that religion is of the spirit.
Redemption is the emancipation and puri-
fving of the inward man. Thus He ad-
dresses TTimself not to words and ae-
tions, which are often clever deceptions—
did Te not dare to call these men hypo-
orites, actors?—hut to the real life, the
life of the son). Hence thev must some-
times have felt that Hie piercing words
soorched the very depths of their being.

When we stand in the presence of our
follow men we do mot say «ll that we
think, We give so much as we think
plessant or convenient. Tt is good. then,
to remember thet we are ever in tle
presence of One who knows the secret
working of omr hearts. As we obesrve
the passing circumstances of our life, as
we read the words of divine truth, or
listen to the strong spoken word, we
sometimes realize that God is epeaking
in our thoughts, responding to our -
wand questions and comnlaints. Tn the
sheolute sense, then, this ewcret world
of thovght is not all onr own. Tt wonld
be a harren world if we were left fo onr
selves in it. The stvle of owr Lord's
tenching imnlies that God comes to va in
that sacred sanctuary where we flee from
the world, and stand alome with self;
even there we must look up and sy,
“Thon God seest me.”

What our Tord did in this case was to
Joad Simon to anewer himself. Thie was
done gently and skilfully. He did not
turn  suddenly upon him and denounce
him in terrible lanenage as a cold-heast-
ed hvpoerite, He did not smite him ab-
muptly with sharp, indignant reproaches.
No. Te deals lovingly with *he man of
little love; He allows the man who “ad
misiudeed a fail woman to judge him-
self. Jesus calmly says. “Simen, T have
symewhat to sy umto thee”  Nimon
throws himself into a cool, judicial finine
of mind, and veplies, “Master, say on.™
Then the prophet of Nazareth unfolls a
simple parable and concludes by asking
a pertinent question. “Which of the two
debtors who have heen freely forgiven
will have the most gratitpde?’ The
problem is not very pemplexing. Simon
ouietly settles it; but he does not wce
that he is condemning himself. Tn ui-
oter style we have here the wonderfally
dramatic story of Nathan and David,
when the prophet moved the soul of the
King by telling the pitiful story of the
ewe lamb, and then thundered out “Thou
art the man!” 8o, when Simon anewar-
od the question, which of them will love
His most, “1 suppose that he to whom
He forgave most,” Jesus puts the case
more clearly: “0, Simon, thou art the
man of little Jove; thy lack of enthm-
wasm, thy  cold respectability has led
thee wrong. It is better to be bhroken-
hearted, and feel the gush of pure lone,
than to have a narrow soul kept straigit
and stiff by the ctiquette of a formal
religion. Thou hast, perhaps, with wfi-
nite pains preserved an outwand respect-
ability, but thou has never felt the gow
of a mighty, passionate love.”

questions simply for our mental exer-
cise. He meant to peobe our hewrts, to
stir our souls that we may feel our Jack
of love, that He may break the hand
crust of proud formalism, and bend e
to lowly penitence at our Father's thone,
The readiness with which the Pharisee
disposes of our Lond's question shows
that a man may have clear idea of
what is proper in transactions between
man and man, while he has no deep -
sight into the relationship of the soul to
God, Simon is compelled to confese that
a creditor who frankly forgives an wn-
fortunate debtor is a man of a generons
disposition; and that the gratitude of
men to their benefactors showld be in
proportion to blessings received; but he
does not realize that we all stand on the
same ground of indebtedness to God,
and that our love to the Highest depends
upon our large or small conception of
divine mercy., He is equal to a question
of morality, a matter of human dutv:
but he lacks the loving sympathy which
wives insight into spiribual  experience,
So it s often with us. Weliave examined
well the duty of man to man in business,
society and politics, We believe in farr-
mess, honor and grmtitude. And these
are good things to believe in: but we
need a deeper sense of our responsibil-
ity to God, the need of pandon, the of-
fer of divine love. We mav be informed
in many things and vet neglect the deep-
er life of the soul, These are the things
that our Tord would force upon our at-
tention. He, the greatest preacher, who
speaks to us of righteousness, temuver-
ance and judgment to come, and hrings
promise of pandon and eternal life.
The distinctive daim that Jesvs makes
for Himself i that “The Son of Man has
power on earth to forgive sins” 'IMis
mamble containg the conmlementary trath
that we all need forgiveness, the cold-
hearted, resnectable sinner, as well as the
broken-shearted. penitont sinmer. So far
as the creed is comcerned this i« a fom-
damental, familiar truth; but we need
a more vivid realization of #. There i
an eternal law of righteousness from
which we have wandered: an Bternal Fa-
ther whom we have grievel. We oan
not by any act of our own blot out tle
imrevecable past or vmdo  the effects of
wilful transgression. From this point of
view the law ix not an autometic ma-

“chine, a mere course of nature; it is the

expression of will. the revelation of God's
hatred againet «in, 17 we are (o be
brought into harmumy with this law we
must be reconciled to God through re-
ceiving a full and free forgiveness, Here
we all sand on the same platform. The
respectable as well as the vulgar; the
careful moralist as well as the careless
profligate; the self-satsfied formalist a8
well as the brokendicarted penitent, We
do not, in sying thiy, wish to deprecnte
morality, education, or any refining ir-
fluence; we merely Contend that the ve-
quirements of divine law go beyond the
surface and deal with th . mmost life
of man. We do not necessairly despise
noble music and  beautiful paintings
when we say that they will not keep a
man alive, he must have bread and water
or he will die; so we do not contemn
the refining influences which make the
outer life cleaner amvd comelier, when we
declare that they cannot minister to a
mind disensed, or still the anguish of a
guilty conscience. Thank God, we do not
m.uLh ;y”"hlw;v_i'u the patient mnst

that we have acknowledged, and proics
sions that we have made. When Jesus

1f we have receiv-

ed a real gospel we are saved from that
helpless cry, for Jesus is revealed as the
Saviour from sin,

I was shapen in iniguity and
my mother conceive Me. Be-
desivest touth in the inward

“Behold
in sin did
bold thou




