added that
Ghost had
s presence.
n pl'nphm'.\'.
1t came and :
eachings of ;
other. ‘1he
|u*|‘nl‘t' :Ill'l
HA nllll\' the
e the .\']lil'it:
e best aid to
vs 18 the aid
I'he commen-
a by men 1n
nenle,
“trines which
1er ettect |»l'n~
ilnntll‘\' came
They were
ol of Christ's
And the con-
0 the hearers,
the ‘n'v:u'hvl‘s'
onduct Now
Ly, 1n all who
n and holiness,
1. Not more
and expressecd
nd see, that the
elded itselt up

i]ril'itll;l‘ power.
[t was present
]m\\u was not
piritus al. By 1
broke into the
l)i (uchl)t] truth.
v even rejoiced
|.1' (ms]u 1. Who
on of the world
departments of
r? The ]ll'l‘il(‘ll-
s the falling of

ST

B T R CT R

i g e B D

£ag - b
= oy

CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS. 71

specks of dust on the bosom of the lake ; prayers innumerable
are offered to the Most High, but few hearts are moved, or lives
transformed. The teacher sits before his class in the Sunday
school and speaks over and over again the truths which stirred
so greatly the heathen populations in the first century, on both
sides of the Mediterranean: but the y fall l]h‘]t'ss]\ around.
The active and associate members of the Y. P. S. C. E. meet each
week for a year, and frequently the maximum of influence is
exerted by the “associates” over the “actives.” The church
thrusts herself forward into the industrial struggle, and raises
her voice in the interests of justice and peace; but the earnest
fichters go on to a finish regardless of her wishes. Intemperance
hurries its thousands ye dl]\’ into drunkards’ graves, and reaches
out 1ts hands succe sxlull\ ‘toward others to hll their places In
the sad procession, just as if Christianity were not in the world,
or, being in it, is not to be reckoned with as an opposing factor.
Militarism builds its battle-ships, improves its guns, enrolls its
recruits, and spends the treasure of the nations like water,
recardl ss of Christ having preached peace and broken down the
llllf] lle wall of ]nltltlnn Un every hand there 1s evidence of
the great need of power resulting from the filling by the Spirit
the heart of the individual and tlw church.

When, last autumn, the late Dr. A. J. Gordon, of Boston,
summed up the history of his pastorate of a quarter century, he
attributed all his success to one fact. He said :

)

““ (yod showed me that if I was filled with the Holy Ghost, and the mem-
hers of this church were filled and directed by the Holy (Ghost, then we must be
led by God Himself to a larger service. 1 came to this pulpit, and gave you that,
message ; and you muptul it with me. And the signal success which this

¢hurch has achie ved, is owing simply to the fact th vt we have opened our hearts

to the indwelling le (Ulfl‘wlllp of the Holy Ghost.’

There ought further to be greater familiarity with the con-
tents of the Seriptures, and .||n|1t\ to use these contents tor the
coo of men. The means by which the contents of the Bible
come to us, in their present form, may be of interest to us. But
like moral evil, the moral teachings of the Seriptures, the
character given of Christ and of man, with the need of the
latter, and the fitness of the former, to supply the need, are
here.  When the names, placed at the head of each division, and
the dates found on each page, were accepte v as correct, the con-
tents had just as much power over me n’s consciences and conduet
as now, when interrogation marks are freely place ed after the
alleced author’s names, and the dates when the writing was




