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up”, continually pursuing that household 
Will-o’-the-Wisp, “finishing the work.” For 
it is the nature of housework that it is never 
finished, no matter how much is done. This 
overconscientious person, unless she is made 
of steel springs and resilient rubber, breath­
lessly chasing this phantom all day and into 
the night, gives way under the strain, even 
though she have a dozen servants to help. 
For to this type each helper is not at all an 
aid. At once up goes the standard of what 
is to be done, and each servant becomes an 
added care, an added responsibility.

“I’d love to go out with you,” wails this 
housewife, “but there ’s something I must 
finish to-day.” The word must, self-imposed, 
becomes the mania of her life, to the open 
rebellion of her household. The word drives 
her to the real neglect of her husband, who 
becomes irritated at her constant and to him 
needless activity, coupled with her com­
plaints.

“Why don’t you rest if you are tired,” is 
his stock remonstrance ; “the house looks 
all right to me.”

But it is futile. She becomes irritated, 
perhaps cries and says, “Just like a man.


