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One of the neatest robberies Sheridan ever engaged in
that of United Staten Judge Blatchford, at an apple-stand in
5Jiew York city.

Th«) Judge was sauntering along the street, and feeling like
partaking of some fruit lie stopped at a little apple stand, at the
corner of Nassau and Liberty Streets, and in a fatherly man-
ner purchased a few apples of the old apple-womaa there. Sher-
idan accosted him, and so interested him for a moment that*
when he turned to take up the wallet, which he had carelessly
laid upon the stand, he fbund that it was gone. A suspicion
flashed across his mind that the handsome stranger had had
something to do with its disappeariince ; but he to< was gone.
The wallet contained seventy-five thousand dollars worth of
bonds, and but a small portion of the plunder was recovered.

Oue of his first exploits, after becoming a professional, was at
Springfield, Illinois, where he was not so fortunate. After the
Baltimore rob^jery, he had come West with Charles Hicks, a
Baltimore sneak-thief, and Philip Pierson, alias " Baltimore
Philly," and their initiatory move was upon the First National
Bank at Springfield.

Sheridan called at the bank, and, as usual, proposed some
complicated business, lucrative to the bank, which completely
engaged the cashier's attention; while Hicks "piped," and
Pierson sneaked into the bank, securing packages containing
thirty-two thousand dollars, passing the money over to Hicks.
As Ilicks was leisurely leaving the bank the president enter-

ed, and observing the huge package peeping out from under his
summer overcoat, which was not large enough to cover them^
grabbed him, and demanded where he had got so much money.
He replied that he had just drawn it out But the president
suggested that they had better step into his apartment until be
could see about it. The cashier at once saw what had been
nearly accomplished, and on so^pe pretext handed a card into
the president's apartment without exciting Sheridan's notice,

instructing the president to send two men to the front of the
bank to detain the person conversing withhim,which was done,
and which resulted in Sheridan's capture, though Pierson eih

capecL

Sheridan and Hicks, of course, claimed that they had neyer
i€€u SaCu otucf ucfoiu, uut tucy wcro pat in di^erect cells and


