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The nuvjorltr «>»• •• •ii'H''<;nt b«o«o«o tb««n-

(oroenkento{loc»l option does not depend upon a

three-flftbH majority, but upon the ilncerlty and

•fltolancy of the omcial* appointed for the enforce-

ment of the act. and upon the ability of the whole

department from the Minister down.

Experience Im a«alnHt the contention of the Gov-

•mment that a threeflfth« majority U necowiary to

tnnure enforcement. In nearly all of the many

municipalities In which the act wan carried by a

majority vote It 1» now in force. In thoHe rannl-

eipalitles the Government have been able to

enforce the law.
^ ,, .

When the repeal of the act U condidered. it in

•eon how Uloglcal is the reaBoning of the Govern-

ment If a thrccflfths majority 1» neceuaary when

local option is bolnu carried it should be nocoHnary

lu order to retain the act, when the repeal U being

tried. Then a minority of votc« rit retain local

opt'.on In force. When local option 1h being carried

the Uw roqulren Blxty votes as against forty In

•very one hundred; when the repeal Is being

taken forty-one votes for local option will defeat

Jfty-nine against It, and roUin the act when a

iMge preponderance of public opinion U against it.

Th* •130,000 Gift

account of the circumstances under which

th iovernment came Into power they were ex-

pected to avoid methods which have been emploi
ed

by politloUns struggling to maintain difficult

poritlons. Many have been disappointed to dis-

cover that the Government are not only not as

•uperior aa they thought, but of a very ordinary

brand.
The Larose mining Interests received during the

dosing hours of the session $I»(.0OO. There was no

time for Investigation. The explanation of the

tranaacUon was extraordinary. The members of

the Government were not obliged to decide this

case; the courts could have done that. Having

constituted themselves judges, the members of the

Cabinet should have oxercUod that sense of honor

and of the fltnessof things which usuaUy character-

izes ojr Judges. A Judge only a few days ago

deoUned to hear a civse in whii h his son-in-law was

a witness. In the Larose civse the brother-in-law of

one of the Ministers was a claimant, and $130,000

was given to him and his associates. The explan-

aOon Is that the recipients of this large sum

furnished valuable information to the Government.

What was the Information ? The people paid for It

and should know what It Is. Ii the Ministers are

to act as Judifes their transactions should be public

am are courts of law.

NIacara Powsr

T o principles which should govern the distribu-

tion of Niagara power are not complex. The

benefits to be derived from a gift of nature such as

Niagara Falls should never becomt a private

monopoly. It was with hopeful interest the people

viewed Mr. Beck's efforts to secure this boon for

them. It has been a matter for deep chagrin, how -

ever, to observe that his energj- has been required

to overcome not the enemies without, but the more

than passive resistance of his colleagues In the

Cahlne., When Mr St, Aiihyn came to thedo' lof

the Cabinet virtually looking for a purchaser for

the pUat of the Elaotrioat Development Co., why

was not Mr. Beck oonsultodi Did Mr. Whitney

fear that Mr. Beck would Insist on the Province

availing lt»olf of thl« unrivalled opportonltyf Or,

If Mr. Whitney felt that the I'rovlnce wae undef

an obligation not to compote with the people t«

whom It had granted coneemtlone, the city of

Toronto was under no such obligations, and the

Premier should have called the attention of the

Mayor and CouncU to the occasion that so fortun-

ately presented Itself. But no; the sinister (IguM

whose lobbyists have been seen leading membew

into committees tu vote up what he wants up and

vote down what he wants down-the same com-

pelling personage to whose need of fJ.SOO.OOO the

Legislature so readily yielded appears at thta

juncture and snaps up what Mr. Whitney would

not toko for the Province nor give the city the

chance of acquiring. Tf >so Incident* are not In

harmony with the ma - Cabinet and the Legto-

lature which the people . 'thed with such ample

power for good less than f< ,r > ears ago.

Ou««nto«lnK Mr. M««k«tuil«^ •Of>««.

Perhaps the most conspicuous act of the recent

session was the guarantee of |2,S00,fl00 gecuritlee

for Mackenrie & Mann. That this occurred durinf

the closing hours was suspicious. Mi. Whitney

had on former occasions strenuously objected t«

bringing down railway sudsldles at the close of the

session. It Is said that the explanotlon of thU sus-

picious affair Is a campaign fund .
But with forty

mnjority why should a campaign fund be required!

It Is useless for Mr. Whitney to try to just . the

guarantee by saying that the Opposition did not

oppcse it. He Is the man whom the people chose

to manage their affairs and guard ;helr Interests.

He is responsible to the people rather than the

Opposition. The people are the source of his

power and also his judges. It Is difficult to Imagine

any friend of public ownership or of people's rights

voting for such a guarantee. The people's money

should be retained for their own projects and not

t;ivcn to an enterprise which Is of a peculiarly

private character.

What Is the situation f An election is approach-

ing. It is said that an election cannot bo won by

prayers. What is to bo done? A fine chance to

control the Niagara situation by obtaining control

of the Electrical Development Company's ri«hta

and plant offers. Mr. Whitney shuts his oyos.

Mr. Mackenzie acts. Mr. Mackenzie profits. The

railway bonds aio giuirantecd. Again Mr. Mac-

kenzie prc'Us. What is the relation between the

Governni . and J! r. Mackenzie? One Is reminded

of the re. cipt given by the somewhat illiterate

partner—"Wo have received our money," signed

" Me and Bill." It Is a hopeful si?n and worthy of

notice that some of the Conservative members

were opposed to this transaction.

There are several matters which the public will

consider In passing judgment upon the course of

the Government, but space docs not permit a dis-

cussion of them.

The Growth of Expendituree

The annuol expenditure of the Province has In-

creased rapidly and materially. In the last three

years there has been an Increase of per capita «»-


