
momberj In reallilriK the po»Hlon In
which the Province ^* imla.

At th» |>r-*cnt lime the Intiirriit an.

I

•;:ntee» of the Canadian Northen «r«
-> ag rolloH'i: On the main line,

. ..< at 136,000 a mllp, bcnrInK In-
icref at four per cent; as wpII an uni'--r

the Art of 191J, 339 miloa at 136.000 a
n:lle. . In all 111.866,000, h. iiring Inter-
•<it at four anil a tialf per cent. By
ectlon 3 of the Act of 1913 a Kuarantee
of 110.100,000 was made on terminals.
The luarantee that la now before the

Lectalature covers an Hem of $6,110,006
for 61! miles from rhe City of Vancou-
ver '.o the Yellow H.-ad r'asB. No addl-
t'jnal guarantee la being given that any
other mileage of the road In this
country.

We have guaranteed the Canndliin
Northirn to the cxljnt of 47,97r,.n'J0 as
against $42,866,000 iirnvided by the
Legislature up to the current ytar.
Now, perhaps, since 1 hn ve not seen

any mention of this intereiitlng data in
our Liberal organs. It would Interest
you to Itnow what the Liberal Govern-
ments of Alberta and Saskatchewan have
done In this regard. We Hnd that In
the Province of Saskatchewan r'aran-
tees to the extent of $21,160,000 have
been provided, while ii the Province of
Alberta guarantees to the extent of
$33,431,000 have been provided, an<i that
Is apart altogether from the millions of
dollars guaranteed by both those Pro/-
Inces to the Grand Trunk PacKl" wh^ch
were they to be estimated, would give
you some very startling statlstica. Even
the ^ ovlnca of Manitoba has guaran-
teed e Canadian Northern to the
extent c' $21,356,000.
The mlltnge in Saskatchewan is guar-

anteed at $lt,,000 a mile, and in Alberta
from $16,000 to $25,000 a mile; ..id dur-
In.T the recent se^isions of the Provincial
Le.^islatures of Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta Incre, ses were made upon
the original guarintees in order ti>

accelerate construe ion and expedite the
development of tht system. It should
also be borne in mlml that the railway
through tlicse Provinc, s was con.structed
on prairie land, wlilch docs not offer one
tithe of the difliculties that arc en-oun-
tered in British Columbia.
When the scheme was first su -cess-

fully launched in Manitoba a peculiar
condition of affairs existed. The Prov-
ince had no land, and they did not wisli
to borrow money to build a Government
road, and they did not want to give any

cash lubventlnns If they had had th«
land I am satlafled that they would
haw hesitated In parting with It, and
If tney ht>i had cash. I question If any
measure of political expediency would
have warranted It.i disposal; and they
would n..t attempt Oovernme't owi.er-
shlp, because of the llmite<» conittllu-
tlonal rights of the Irovlncc^i In regard
•o railways. The h<st thing to be don«
was to endoiae the paper of a reputable
company. t irust be remembered that
It wan ne.er proposed from the first,
where these guarantees were given In
the Pr Irie Province.^, that there would
have to ho additional moneys provided
In order to construct and ope..ite the
roads.

We were more fortunate, however. In
our negotiations with the Canadian
Northern, because In addition to rerog-
nizing the principle behind the guaran-
tee In so far as >!ritish Columbia wa.s
concerned, we knew that there would be
terminals on the coast line. We felt
that In giving $36,000 a mile that the
railway company could finance the rest
of the scheme and carry It through k. c-
eessfully.

It must not be overlooked, however
that the Provincial Government holds
the additional security of the control of
the freight and passenger rates of the
road.

Coming to the question of the total
»;uaraniee In British Columbia for all
milways. -ncludlng the guarantee for theCanadian ..'orthern Pacific terminals
our figures would l,e $85,000,000 as
a»alnst $48,000,000 for Alberta and $34 -
000,000 for Saskatchewan. Excluding
the terminals. British Columbia guar-
antees amount to approximately $76-
001,000 as against $82,000,000 guarari-
tf-ed by the two Prairie Provinces. AVhen
you "onslder that the revenue of Brit-
ish Columbia is grea»«r than the rev-
enue of Alberta and Saskatchewan com-
bined, you are bound to come to the
conclusion, even if you are a critic with
Lli.eral leanings, that if it i, possible
and desirable to commend the acMon of
theae Prairie Provinces. In regard to
rallwa • guarantees, .hen It is still more
poss,^ and dealrabie to cmmend the
actlci of British Columbia.
The newspar r« have been exceed-

ingly busy of late In criticising the
operations of the Canadian Northern
Pacific. The story has been going
around to the effect that i..e Pne will
never be completed. Now In that con-


