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rivaliy, can anyone imagine Sir Edward Grey sitting down
at the supreme moment to calculate the volume of trade in
the Balkans, or who would get the business along the line of
the Bagdad railway? No: his loyal and devoted efforts
were directed exclusively to averting the horrors of war
from Europe. The fact that Mr. Bernard Shaw has recently
been saying something different should be received every-
where as a new proof of the truth of the proposition. Eng-
land's obvious military unpreparedness ought to be the best
answer to any suggestion that she was planning for war.
The argmnent against her is being conducted to a large
extent by persons who profess to have a well-founded belief in
her treachery, her selfishness, her hypocrisy, and above all

her decadence and degeneracy. Here my friends the pro-
fessors have filled an absolutely surprising r6le. One has to
remember, however, that degeneracy may overtake institu-
tions as well as nations. You would pot go to the German
universities to-day for a free and unfettered expression of
opinion about matters in which the German government
was directly interested. The influence of the military auto-
cracy, which has permeated all strata of society, has extended
itself to the institutions of higher learning—yes, and to the
churches as well. Many of the leading professors are Privy
Councillors, and cannot always exercise the privilege of
independent thought. They have followed too literally
Treitichke's direction to "be governmental," and have done
much to justify Mommsen's fears as to what would happen
to the German people if militarism were allowed to take
captive every other element. How can we otherwise explain
Eucken and Haeckel? Here are some of their findings:
"Undoubtedly the German invasion in Belgium served
England as a welcome pretext to openly declare her
hostility;" and again, "England's complaints oi the violation
of international law are the most atrocious hyprocisy and
the vilest Pharisaism."

To these two I add Ostwald, who appears to have had a
beatific vision of Germany enthroned in central Europe,


