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The Rich Mani and the
Mesosengers

BY CHAR LE BATTELLI,00OMIS

0NC]E there was a man so rîchO that if his fortune had been
converted into hundred-thon-

sand dollar bis and straightway
poured ou him he would have been as
dead as Desdemiona.

Now this great mnan hadi a favourite
saying which he repeated at moruing,
noon and niglit. 'To die ricli is to
die disgraced. To die rich is to die
disgraced."'

This lie said su inany tirnes that lie
believedi it, and so did niany poor
men who were unselfish enough to
wish to relieve him of lis disgrace.

But he was always out when they
cailed. Hie was fond of out-door ex-
erciSe.

One day lie saw two strange mes-
sengers walking toward hirn. bearing
news. His heart told hirn that they
both bore news to him.

As the first one came near, hie said,
"Are you the mani who says that to
die rich is to die disgraced VI

'Il arn and 1 repeat it. To die ri.ih
is to die disgraced."

"Die honoured by ai, then," said
the first messenger. "You have lost
ail save a mnere pittance of a thousaid
a year. Die honoured by al."

The great rnan pulled a wry face as
if lie had heard bad news. And then
ho saw the second messenger, and he
srniled and said, "Ah, I suppose you
are Death. Corne along that 1 may
be put out of rny rnisery at once!1"

1But the second messenger said,
"Nay, I amrn ot Death. I have good
news for thee. I bear thee ten years
of lîie that have been added to thee.
Take thern."

Then the great man smote his chest
and said to, the first messenger:

"Look here, I've been accustorned
to district rnessengers ail rny hife, but
1 neyer saw one as prompt as you.
Couldn't you have dawdled to play
marbies a little ? Ilere I have ten
years on rny hands and no money to
spend. You're too literai, anyhow. 1
was induiging nu rhetoric to a certain
extent. Cant you mnanage to tel mie
it's ail a mistake ? I don't mind dis-
grace sucli an everlasting lot.,,

But the niessenger had departed.
-Ridgwav 's.

Peary OptiminticIN his concluding articlein "Har-
per's Magazine," Commander
Peary shows that lie is still opti-

misfic about the American route to
the Northý Pole., That four and a
hall rnonths' tnpl frorn Cape Sheri-
dan to, Sydney ýHarbour -poundcd
about by waves and storni and ice-
field-has Ilot dismayed hirn. To get
within 174 nauticai miles of the Pote
and then be forced back, hasn fot dis-
couragred him. lie, believes that the
next expedition which foliows his
route wiil reach the Grand Prize. Ho
says: "Had the winter of ic905-6 been
a normial season in the Arctic regions
and not, as ît was, a particuiarly,
open one throughout the northern
hemisphere, there is flot a mnember of
the expedition who doulits that we
could have attaiued the pole. And
had I known before leaviug the land
what actuai conditions were to the
northward, as I know now, I could
have so rnodified rny route and rny
disposition of sledges t1fat we could


