HELEN STANLEY, the beautiful

young American soprano who
will sing leading roles in the National
Grand Opera Company of Canada this
season, knows the value of the im-
promptu.

As the special train bearing the
members of the Chicago Grand Opera
Company on its western tour was pull-
ing out of Dallas, Texas, last spring,
Mary Garden came to her and said:

A SUCCESSFUL PRIMA DONNA.

Helen Stanley, a Leading Soprano with the
National Opera Company, Giving
Performances from Quebec to
Vancouver.

“Miss Stanley, would you like to sing
with me in ‘Natoma’?”

“I should be very glad,” she said
briefly.

“Do you know the role of Barbara?”’

“I do not.”

“Well, the important thing is, can
you learn it in three days? We are
going to give the opera the second
night we are in Los Angeles, and Caro-
line White, the former incumbent of
the role, is away on a concert tour.
Can you do it?”

“I can,” said Miss Stanley.

Miss Stanley disappeared into her
state-room, first sending out word that
the social diversions of the trainload
of artists held no attraction for her.

At the end of the appointed three
days she appeared on the Los Angeles
stage and gave a performance of Bar-
bara which the critics of that wcity
without -dissenting voice hailed as
flawless.

Helen Stanley was born in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. Her family name is Mec-
Grew. She is the daughter of William
Wilson McGrew, a well-to-do business
man. Even as a child her voice
showed remarkable sweetness and
purity.

At the suggestion of Mrs. Philip D.
Armour, a wealthy Chicago woman
who has played fairy godmother.to
more than one aspiring young artist,
Helen went to Chicago in 1905 and
began serious study of the art of sing-
ing with Mrs. Johnanna Hess-Burr.
Only fifteen years old at the time, it
was only a few months before she be-
came the soloist at the University
Congregational church. She studied
incessantly, perfecting her German,
French and Italian, and spending sev-
eral hours each day on her voice.

The next year she went to New
York, where she continued her studies
with Isadore Luckstone. She sought
and found another church position,
that of soloist in St. Bartholomew’s
Episcopal church. At that time she
was the youngest soloist in New York.

Her studies carried her to Paris,
where she came under the tuition of
Frank King Clark. After six months’
work with him she made her operatic
debut at Versailles, as Mimi, the hero-
ine of Puccini’s opera “La Boheme,”
an undeniable “hit” in the part.
At the end of another six months with
her instructor in  Paris she
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received the appointment as
prima donna soprano at the Royal
Opera House in Wuerzburg, Germany.

During her two years’ engagement
with this organization she sang the
prima donna roles of “Mme. Butterfly,”
“Tosca,” “Faust,” “I. Pagliacei,” add-
ing to these the three roles of “The
Tales of Hoffmann.”

She had long cherished a secret am-
bition to sing in Chicago, the scene
of her earliest success, but up to the
summer of 1912 she had no idea how
it was to be realized. However, An-
dreas Dippel was on his annual Euro-
pean still hunt for new talent for the
Chicago company. He had visited
London, Paris, Milan and Florence.
Finally he came to Carlsbad, where
she was at the time, heard her sing,
and engaged her forthwith.

On the night of Wednesday, Decem-
ber 18, 1912, she appeared as Prince
Charming in Massenet’s fairy opera
“Candrillon.”

It would seem that Miss Garden’s
confidence in the ability of the young
artist to learn a role at short notice
was created about this time, for about
a month thereafter Miss Stanley
learned and sang the extremely diffi-
cult music apportioned to Maliella, in
Wolf-Ferrari’s “Jewels of the Madon-
na,” in a week’s time. Later in the
year she appeared in ‘“Kuhreigen,”
which opera, however, enjoyed only
a moderate popularity.

After the company had finished its
western tour and returned to Chicago
there was a sudden shifting in its
administration. Andreas Dippel re-
signed as general manager, and Cle-
fonte Campanini, formerly the gen-
eral musical director, was chosen to
succeed him. In the midst of the con-
fusion and readjustment resulting
from this unexpected change, Max
Rabinoff, the impresario of the Na-
tional Grand Opera Company of Can-
ada, came to Chicago, consulted a few
critics, listened to Miss Stanley sing,
and before anyone knew what had hap-
pened, went away with a contract
which bore her name.

Her engagement, which begins in
November and will extend into April,
will carry her into all the leading
cities of Canada and a great part of
the Western United States as well.
By a peculiar coincidence, practically
all her United States visits will be
made about two weeks in advance of
the Chicago Grand Opera Company on
its second western tour. Her roles
will be the leading parts in “Louise,”
“Thais,” “Herodiade,” “Mme. Butter-

A MATINEE IDOL.

Mr. Cyril Maude, Who Left for a Little
While His Worshippers at The Play-
house in London, to Conquer Can-
ada, Which He is Not Find-
ing Very Difficult.

fly,” “La Boheme,” “Faust,” and pos-
sibly “Kuhreigen,” together with sev-
eral others drawn from her former
roles.

Wherever she has gone Miss Stan-
ley has created a furore. Canadians
will have an opportunity of hearing
her rendering of roles already con-
summately rendered, and of passing
judgment thereon.
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Six Books For $3.00

Improve Your English
Increase Your Income

—
With the mighty advances which are being made in every branch of business and
professional life there has come a demand for a higher standard of intelligence—of
proficiency. The time is past when illiteracy or slipshod methods of speech and cor-
respondence are looked upon with tolerance. The man who can express himself with
force and clearness is the man who is in demand everywhere.

GET THESE SIX VITAL BOOKS

Aside from their great value in widening a man’s mental perspective—putting him
in a position to appreciate and enjoy all the beauties of literature—these six books
have an intringic value far beyond their cost. They have put thousands of men and
women into the path that leads to increased business, promotion, and higher salary.
They are the simplest, the most practical, the best, for Business Managers, Corre-
spondents, Advertisement Writers, Stenographers, Story Writers, Authors, Public
Speakers, and others.

‘*Your course is rich and fine. You seem to have condensed the experi-
ence of years into a few sentences that a business man can use immediately,"’
Mfly:h W. II: Yarren, Marshall Field & Co.’s Advertising Manager, in speaking
o ese books.

WORTH THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLD, BUT THEYRE YOURS FOR A TRIFLE

Tihnese six books include many chapters, covering such subjects as

Spelling Use of Words Verse Writing
-Pronunciation Style and Diction Novel Writing
Word-Building Description Essay Writing
Grammar Dialogue Best Poetry—How to Read It
Capitalization Advertisement Writing How to Study Shakespeare
Punctuation How to Write a Story and Other Great Authors

Letter Writing—All Kinds

These books also show you the correct use of -English in Short
Stories, Novels, Essays, Articles, Conversation, Speeches, Busi-
ness and Private Correspondence, Advertisements, Circulars,
Booklets, ete.
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