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Indian Dances'
By Max. McD.
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Net Extraordinary
A faa4ous Scts colonel telle the fol-

lowing story. lu hie reminiscences:
.A youu4 subalteru of bis own nation-,

ality was que day on guard with another
ofPlëerat Glbraltar, 'when the latter f el
ovir'the. r" cand was ldlled. The eub-
alItern, however, miade no mention of the

nelet lu Iii. guard report, but lef t the

"Xocthinq eýtrordinary since guard-
mouutlugo, ke ~ding without qualifica-
tion. Saomesh krs afterwards the bri-

gade general came to demand explana.
tions.

" You say, sir, in your report, 'Nothing
extraordinary since guard-mounting,'
wheu yoir .owinfe*lo.woMer. ha. fallen
down a rocky' 'e" ià4i le fur huudred
feet deep, and has been killed."

"Well, general," replied the younk 6ub-.
altern elowly, "I dinna think ' there's
anything extraordinary in that. If he
had faun doon a precipice four hundred
feet deep and -not been killed, I should
ha' thocht it extraordinary, and put it
doon in ma report?"

W EHEN Columbus landed ý inthNew World in 1492, hie was greeted
with adance. It was awar dance

executed b y the Red men. The Indian
has neyer broken away from this early
customu, and to-day we find great occasions
celebrated in a manner similar to that
first demonatration to the White man.

In the minds of many people, ail the
danoes of the North American Indians
are war dances. As a matter of fact
there are numerous danoes, extremely
interesting and moat of them very old.,
Women as well as men participate in
themn and they have nothing to do with
warfare. Strange to say, in none of
these Indian dances is there contact
between the sexes. The bueka dance in
one circle and the squaws in another.
Few dancea are wholly social, although
some of them have that element. Prac-
ticaily ail of them have a religioua origin
and to-day retain their ureligious signific-
ance.

TIdians are very musical and have
many songs in their own language.
The drum seems to be the principal
instrument among thein; but when they
have opportunity they Iearn the White
man's music and the use of hie instru-
ments very quickly, rendering the most
difficult music with great sweetneaa.
On the Blood Reserve of the Blackfeet
tribe in Alberta there is a brasa band of
twenty-one piecea led by the issuer of
rations, that gives concerto in the towns

The dance' waa the Ceremony through
whc h ninla tpe rmboy-
hood to the status of a warror. It is
too horrible tfor words. Ugly gashes are
cut in the chest, skewers are thrust
throujgh these, and rawhide lariata at-
tached to the ends and' fastened to the
su og oe The youth muit tear

himel loseby dancing-around the ole
and tugginÈ until the- stripa of fiesh
to which the thonga are faatened give way.
If the aspirant passed through t he ordeal
without exhibit'ng.iga of pain or fear
he was declared a full-fKeg brave anà
eligible to ait in the councila of hie nation.

Another* method was to eut the flesh
on the back and tie leather thonzga though
these fleah loopa and then fasten buffalo
skufl to the thongs so that they would
dangle clear of thé grouhd. The candidate
was to dance about till he had sucoeeded
in tearing the loops and afloôwing.the
skulis to f ail to the ground. This method
wss not as po ular as the other becaua.
the brave coBd not afterward see the
marks of the ordeal. It was always a
great pleasure to the brave to bare hie
breast and exhibit the scars made by the
tearing process.

Indian mothers were as anxious that
their sons should go through the ordeal
as they were themaelves. An incident
i. told by a Western writer which show@
how the Indian mother looked upon it.
An Indian lad was being put through the
buffalo skuil method, but bis strength
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surrounding the reserve. Another band
of ffes and drums on the saine reserve
bas given whole entertainments that were
very pleasing.

The Red mon have m-ar sangs which
they used ta sing before a battle; others,intensely sad, which they sang after the
battie. Their love sangs are not con-
sidered of a very high order. Each
family bas its own sangs; each individual
baýs bis, usuaily composed by himiself.
Sème of their sangs are sacred.

Saine teachers, in their mistaken zeal,
have crossed or smothered evcrything
distinctly abariginal in the yaung Indians.
Franklin K. Lane, the Canadian-born
secretary of the United States Depart-
ment of the Interiar, in a letter directing
the appaintinent af Geoffrey O'Hara as
instructar of native Indian music, said:1"I tbink that it is the part of wisdloin
ta develop in the young Indian an in-
crcased respect for ail thase t.hings of
beauty whieh their farefathers I)rl>(lled.
Our efforts sbould bc ta make this geurera-
tion praud of their ancestors and keep)
alive in thein the mernary af their w~hole-
same legends and their abariginal arts.'

Music for dances is supI)Iied 1) va
trained band of singers. he 0111v
accampaniment is adruin macle h plut tin*g
a skin over a circle of woad an il lowirug
it ta (dry tiglitly.

The sun-danee is, perbaps, the rnost
barbaroîrs of ail the orgies of thLe Inîdians-
and bas been observeci in everv Lkiil~î
tribe of Bcd mnîco n the AîucrIî'an vl
ti nent lle tirne as *hen aillsort L-
crucît jes wvcre the main fc:îtlire o
gathering, which wvas heldiniiithle îri
tirne as soon as the snow clvarc d ni îe
earth began ta warin froun tlie w,
rays.

was not enough to tear aut ail the fleah
laops. He was about ta faint away
wben bis mather rade into the circle on
a pany and seizing the akuil that stiil
clung ta the back af ber son, she dasbed
away an tbe borse, dragging the boy
with ber. Soan the flesb broke and the
yaung Indian boy was saved from the
humiity aof failure.

Bef are the ordeal cames many 'back
out. Sometimes, after the tbangs or
skewers arc put in, the victim loses
courage. The wood or buffalo bide
mnust then be removed by cutting the
flesh laop, since it is against ail law ta
draw it out endwise after it bas been
înserted in tbe flesb.

l'le United States gaverninent bas
long since forbidden the sun-dance, but
it was cofltinue(l on Canadian reserves
tili the coming of the Royal Norti-West
Mounted Police about 1890. As a con-
sequence the annual gatbering of the
Inclians in the spring-time resuits in
nothing more than dancing the ald-time
dýances, cbaîuting the brave acts af by-
g<)ne days, and propitiating the sun by
the bestowal of gifts wbicb are fastened
Io the top of the central pale of the sun-
clance lodge.

The give-away dance i. ranked by the
governinent auithorities witb tbe sun-
dlance as very demnoraiizing, and bas been
stoppe(l on most. reserves. The round
dance of the Crees in Western C.nada
us a pleasîrre dance. Women are allowed
to taLce part in it, but before tbeir first
dance thev must give a substantial
prescrit to thie leader of the dance. Tiui's
1ure,,ent seems ta make tbe persan :1
* art of life ruember of the round dance.
*-iîiaws and bucks dance' separatcl.\
\%tnýu any contact.
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