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Mr. Brymner, the Archivist, has been engaged in the arrangement and classifica-
tion of the historical records in the possession of the Department, many of which,
Consisting of original reports on various subjects, civil and military, are of considerable
Value. Among the additions during the year is a complete set of the Journals of the
Legislative Assembly of New Brunswick, from the date of the separation of that Prô-
Vince from Nova Scotia, to 1857-58. A suite of fire-proof rooms has been prepared to
ensure the preservation of the Records in the basement storey of the Western Block.

VI.-PATENTS.
The following tabular statement exhibits the business of the Patent Office,

il uding Industrial Designs, Trade Marks, Copyrights and Timber Marks, registered,during the years froni 1855 to 1875 inclusive:-
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It appears from this statement that there was a slight increase in the business of
the Patent Office during the year 1875, as compared with the previous year. The
fact of there being any increase is noticeable when the depression in trade and

Iufactig industries which bas prevailed throughout the Dominion is taken into

Twt eve applications for patents were rejected in 1875 under the power given by
laW to the Commissioner to refuse patents for want of novelty, &c. Many cases were
lEIsended, and the claims modified to meet the objections of the office.

There were no Caveats until 1869.
† Transferred from the Department of the Secretary of State.
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