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,the* traveler. The whole place has been glorified .4y. the magie pen of. the

ffiý" in the opening stinza of Marmion

Day ut on Norha'M's castled- steep)
And Tweed'à fair river, broad and deep,

And Cheviot'a mountains lone
The battled towers, the doiijon keep,
The loophole. grates, where 'captives weep,
Thefianking walla that round it sweep,

In yellow lustre ehown.
The wamors on the turrets high,

Moviig athwart the evening sky,
Seemed forma- of giant height

Theïr armor; as it caught the raya,
Flàâiýà back &gain the western blaze

In Unes of dazzling. light."

object of interest to.1
st Wizard. of the Nort

Hisfather, Mr. John Thompson, who now resides in. the Eastern* Townships, in tlie Pro-

vince of Quebec, toû which he emigrated in 1838, was in bis' vounýrer days a man 'great

energy and perseverance, and remark-able for cheerfulness of disposition. Hé was a pioneer in

the lécality where he settled, and bas always Laken. an activepart in its welfare, and especially

in its- religio.usý.Tfe and charactér. - He was once wbât is called " Precentor," Noi-ham Secession

church, and bas held the same honorable poiition iti hi*sý,adopted land.. ýince 1844 hè bas been.

an elder in thiB ehurch, and his n)itii.ster, who bas recently passed awaýv, after a pas-torate of 26

yeaxý,%, ackno, wledged in his last da s -that he bad'al ways placed gmeat reliance on Mr. Thompsqu's

judgment, and. thathis reliance bad. neve*r been misplaced that manya time,'amid the trials of

Pioneer life, he would havé lost heart had it not beenfor his judicious friend and- adviser. He

-,%vas somewhat given to theory and invention, but,: like others of this school, be found not

much 'Imoney in it." His mother w'as a woman -of great fýrce of -character, and ber coýusin was

illinister of the Dumfermline church, where King Robert Bruce lies buried and...was quite.cele-

brated in his day. He was married to. a sister of James Thompsonauthor of The Seasons,"

For. preuching. a- ser'én on bribery, durincr a hotly contested election, he was brought into the
Couýt'by the Laird yhom he had offended. He was defended in the trial, by Boswell, the weil

kno4wný- îuthor of the life of Dr. Johnson, but judgnient went against -him. When, Boswell,

repqrted -theý, case to Johnson, the (,-retit moralist- expresséd an -opinion in fàvor of the minister,

and the reasons for his judgment in-the ca'e are also set forth in his. life by BosweIL

Rev. John Thompson was but -a chï1d when., with his parents, he came to the new World',

and settled in Leeds, Lower Pravince. llere he spent his early days, and received such educa-

,tiôn as could be gained at the common schools. One of his tewhers, however, was a man of
and had been educated 

for the' Church> 
of -Ençrlànd. 

H * was ù1so

great learnibg e a octor, 'but

lack-ing pushe7e he became a teacher in a pobr country schoo"l. IL3 laist country-teuher was

an Iriseman, and bail bis own notions about progress, as weU as punctuation. When the
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