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.movement in the House was to attack the Ma.ckenzxe Govemment, in 1876, for havmg in vxola- _ .

tion of the Independence of Parhament Act, given contracts to & number of membefs of Pa.rha.- SR e

ment, including the Spea.ker of: the House, the Hon. T1mothy Anglin,” The result of this was tlxe : - .

umeatmg of seven members, mcludmo' the Speaker and Minister of Mllltla, which resulted Jdn » B T '

- the introductiou and passage of a much more st:rmgent Independence of Parlna.ment Act. Mr. . , " '

. Bowell was an active and hard-workmo member of the most important commttbees of the Houue . ,}f <
and when luq party returned to- power m the autumn of 1878 he was called upon to ﬁll the.,_.

. xmportant posmon of Minister of Cuqtoms Co ' . B )
In December, 1847, Mr. Bowell mdmed Ha.mett Loulsa, -daughter” of Jacob G. Moore “of ‘
' Be]le\ ille, and they have ﬁve clnldren lwma and have buned fO(Il S

HON. R M. WELLS, -

. Toz?ovro

UPERT MEARSE WELLS a promment membe1 of t,he Toronto Bar, and Well known as_
: Speaker of the Provincial Parliament since January, 1873, is descended on the paternal
side fxom an English family, members of which emltn'ated to America, and settlgd in the
. old ‘town of Scituate, in the State of Rhode Island, towards the end of the 17th centurj Hxs :
rrreat-orandfather _James W ells _came to Canada during the Revolutionary War. B .
- James Pendleton Wells Esq father of our subJect was born in Montreal in 180‘3 While
stxll quite a young man he remov ed to Prescott County Ontario, where he ha,s resided for the
A last fifty or su;ty years. He has ta.kcn an’ qctiye and promment part in public and pohtlcal
' a,ﬁ'am and.up to the time of his acceptance. of tl’i“e ofﬁce of Sherxﬂ;;/whxch office he still holds, . v i -
was the recorrnlzed leader of. the Reform party “‘m that - county. There are few gentlemen in. T e
. Eastern Canada more wxdely known or more generally respec&ed than Sheriff Wells.. H}s
* wife, mother of the subject of this memoir, was Emll_y Hamllton Cleveland a"natne Canadlan
of Scotch- English descent N S T *
Rupert Mearse was born i in Prescott County, on the 28th of ‘Tovember 1835 ;. recelved
" primary educatlon at home and at Brockrville, and enteled the Toronto Umversx’cy in 1850 ;
was winner of the J; ameson Gold Medal in History, and was Silver Medahst in Ethics, graduatmnh
_B.A. in 1834 ; began the study of law with Alexander McDonald, then 1epresent1no' the “old
~ and distinguished firm of Blake, Conner, Morrison and McDonald was called to the Bar, U. C o
' Tnmty term,- 1857, and . 1mmed1ately thereaftet removed to L'Orignal, the County Town -
ot the Counties of Prescott and Russell. Mr. Wells remained there about three years, '
during which time, in addition to his professional duties, "he published and edited a
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