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as Roberval reached Canada. Without the co-opera-.
tion of his lieutenant, the -leader could accomplish
little; bis expedition may indeed be said to have
resulted only in corroborating the reality of the
discoveries reported by the navigator of St. Malo.

The purport of Cai-tier's fourth and last voyage, was
to bring back to France the miserable remnant of
the adventurers who had accompanied Roberval.
. Though an apparent disappointment, the failure
of the first attempt to colonize Canada was in reality
a blesging. ,A few persons of good position had, it is
true, joined Roberval's expedition, but it is equally
certain that a considerable proportion of bis recruits
had been drawn from among the convicts of the
French jails. Had the colony been then established,
the mixtute of such an element must have tainted
its very source, and exercised an utterly demoralizing
influence on its future. But God had designs of
special mercy on Canada, so the day of her visitation
was deferred, only that it might rise at a later period
with a steadier, a clearer, and a more enduring light.
Although Jacques Cartier failed ia his immediate
object, he succeeded in exploring a considerable part
of the country, and as the first to open a way for
missionaries to the hitherto unknown region, his
claim to the gratitude of Catholic hearts should ever
be recognised. He died at bis peaceful home of
Limoilou in Brittany, leaving the wilds of the West
once more in undisputed possession of the native
tribes.

During the next sixty years,. the French took no-
active steps for the colonization of Canada. Their-
attempts under Henry Il. and Charles IX., to form
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