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- which, it is needless to sta.te, subsequently ama.ssed him a gréat .

fortune.  In his early operations he was assisted financially by
Admiral Hornby, Capt. Egert, and Lieut. Diggle; of the Royal
Navy, the conditions on his part were, that he should own half the
mine and have entire control of the operations. The mine was

opened successfully and developed with such profit to Mr. Dunsmuir

that he was enabled 10 become sole owner, buying out one - partner

after another, the last being Lieutenant Diggle, to whom he paid a A

<cheque of $7 50,000 or $800 000.in full of all claxms His mmmg
property made him very wealthy and consequently very influential,

" and he died probably the best known I fan in British Colurbia, and -

_certainly the richest in the Province, if not in all the Dominion.

Mr. Dunsmuir, whlleﬂqh was also very enterprising, and few large Y'

enterprises and industrial projects. undertaken in the Province, but
were largely .assisted by him. Besuies the mines: at Wellington
-and Comox, of which he was.sole proprietor, he was president of
-and the largest shareholder in the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway

and its extensive coal, timber and farming belt; he was one of the . }

most extensive owners of qua.rtz claims in the Province ; he was one.

* ‘of the large shareholders in the Matsqui Dyking Co., the "Albion
Iron Works and the Canadian Pacific Navigation Co., and an’

extensive owner of real estate, besides numerous other investments.
He also. wa.s one ofthe promoters of the proposed: Ca.nadxa.n Western
Railway, to which the Provincial Legislature at its session in' 1889,
- granted a charter and a sub51dy of some fourteen million acres of
land. In fact, it may be said that there was not an enterprise of

any ‘magnitude in the Province in which. he was not financially
interested. Although politically Hon. Robt. Dunsmulr did not

, enterxtfhe arena until a comparatively late period in his career, bis
"prominence in parliament, was scarcely less than in business circles..
He was elected. to represent Nanaimo in 1882, and returned’ again
at the general election of 1886, ‘succeeding as President of the

Council the late Premier, Hon. William Smythe. He was neither
a pohtlcxan nor a- statesman,judged by the usaal’ sta.ndard of what

- . constitutes a, success as such, but he was a very pra.ctlcal ‘hard-
. headed and level-headed. leoxsla.tor, who knew what he wanted and

' usually took the shortest road to its .accomplishment. Personally .
- there were many estimates of his character. - He had in life many

. , enemms a.nd ma.ny ardent and a.dmu-m,, friends, a_ fact which .. -
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