g N I S D T RS

TO THE QUEEN REGENT,

MoTHER OF ‘THE KING.

Of all the moft ufeful and excellent arts, that of
navigation has always feemed to me to occupy
the firft place. For the more hazardous it is,
and the more numerous the perils and loffes by which it is
attended, fo much the more is it efteemed and exalted above
all others, being wholly unfuited to the timid and irrefolute.
By this art we obtain knowledge of different countries, re-
gions, and realms. By it we attra¢t and bring to our own
land all kinds of riches, by it the idolatry of paganifm is
“overthrown and Chriftianity proclaimed throughout all the
regions of the earth. This is the art which from my early
age has won my love, and induced me to expofe myfelf almoft
all my life to the impetuous waves of the ocean, and led me
to explore the coafts of a part of America, efpecially of New
France, where I have always defired to fee the Lily flourith,
and alfo the only religion, catholic, apoftolic, and Roman.
This T truft now to accomplith with the help of God, affifted
by the favor of your Majefty, whom I moft humbly entreat
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