
TO THE QUEEN REGENTý

MOTHER OF THF- KING.

ADAME,

Of all the moft ufeful and excellent arts, that of

naviuation has always feemed to me to- occupy

the firft place. For the more hazardous it is,
and the more numerous the perils and loffes by which it is

attended, fo much the more is it efleemed and exalted above

all others, beino--ivholly unfuited to the timid and irrefolute.

By this art we obtain knowledge of different couritries, re-

ions, and realms. By lit we attrad and brincr to our own

land all kinds of riches, by it the idolatry of paganifm is

overthrown and Chriflianity proclaimed throughout all the

reuions of the earth. This is the art which from my early

aore has won my love, and induced me to expofe mvfélf almoft

all rny life to the impetuous waves of the ocean, and led me

to explore the coafts of a part of America, efpecially of New

France, where I have always defired to fée the Lily flourifh,
and alfo the only religion, catholic, apoflolic, and Roman.

This I truft now to accomplifh with the help of God, affifted

by the favor of your Majefly, whom 1 moft humbly entreat

to


